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Welcome  to 

Transgender  Tapestry 

Celebrating  the  diversity  of  gender  expression . 

Welcome  aboard,  if  you  are  a new  reader.  Thanks  for  choosing  to  board  us  again,  if  you  were  a reader  of  this 
magazine  under  its  former  title  Tapestry.  What  you  hold  in  your  hands  is  essentially  a new  magazine,  born  Minerva- 
like  out  of  the  brow  of  a venerable  journal. 

Transgender  Tapestry  is  the  magazine  for  everyone  who  is  transgendered. 

Who  are  the  transgendered?  They  include:  crossdressers  (also  known  as  transvestites,  ninety  percent  of  whom 
are  heterosexual),  transsexuals  (who  generally  elect  to  have  surgery  to  make  their  bodies  conform  to  the  gender 
with  which  they  identify),  gay  and  lesbian  drag  queens  and  kings,  transgenderists  (who  elect  to  live  in  the  social 
role  of  the  other  sex  from  which  they  were  born,  but  do  not  have  surgery),  and  many  others. 

They  also  include  men  attempting  to  get  in  touch  with  their  “feminine”  side;  women  attempting  to  get  in  touch 
with  their  assertive  side;  single  parents  who  are  “father-mother”  (or  vice  versa)  to  their  children;  everyone  who 
considers  themselves  “androgynous”;  gender-benders  of  all  kinds,  and  anyone  who  has  fantasized,  even  for  a 
moment,  about  what  it  would  be  like  to  be  a member  of  the  “opposite"  gender. 

In  fact,  anyone  and  everyone  is  transgendered  who  transgresses  gender  lines  even  slightly  in  their  behavior  or 
attitudes.  As  one  definition  current  on  the  Internet  puts  it,  you  are  transgendered  if  you  “manifest  characteristics, 
behaviors  or  self-expression,”  which  in  your  own  or  someone  else’s  perception,  “is  typical  of  or  commonly  associ- 
ated with  persons  of  another  gender.” 

Looked  at  from  this  point  of  view,  everyone  is  a bit  TG,  since  our  bodies  manufacture  the  hormones  associ- 
ated with  both  sexes.  We  all  possess  some  of  the  qualities  we  associate  with  being  female  and  being  male. 

Up  to  now,  there  has  never  been  a publication  designed  to  serve  all  those  who  are  transgendered. 

Transgender  Tapestiy  hopes  to  fill  that  gap. 

In  our  pages,  you  will  find  articles  and  information  for  every  member  of  the  transgendered  community. 

We  are  launching  the  magazine  in  1995  (our  official  publication  date  is  December  31,  1995)  for  two  reasons. 
One  is  that  1995  was  a watershed  year  for  the  transgendered  community. 

1995  was  the  year  the  public  became  aware  of  the  transgendered  community;  and  the  year  in  which  the 
transgendered  community  became  aware  of  itself. 

1995  saw  a host  of  events  that  catalyzed  the  TG  community  as  never  before: 

• The  murder  of  Brandon  Teena,  a woman  living  as  a man,  by  two  bigots  who  first  raped  her  when  they 
discovered  her  “secret”. 

• The  formation  of  TOPS  (Transgendered  Officers  Protect  and  Serve)  for  TG  police,  firefighters,  military,  etc. 

• The  1st  FTM  (female-to-male)  Conference  of  the  Americas  for  women  living,  dressing,  or  having  surgery  to 
become,  men. 

• The  American  Psychiatric  Association  declaring  that  transvestism  no  mental  disorder,  but  simply  a different 
gender  orientation. 

• 1st  National  Transgender  Lobby  Day,  with  members  of  leading  transgender  organizations  including  doc- 
tors, attorneys,  psychologists,  and  others  visiting  their  representatives  in  Washington  DC. 

• The  death  of  Tyra  Hunter,  crossdresser  left  unattended  by  paramedics  after  a car  wreck,  when  they  opened 
her  pants  to  discover  she  was  a man. 

• The  formation  of  GenderPAC,  the  first  TG  political  education  fund. 

• A successful  fight  to  include  the  transgendered  in  the  new  Employment  Non-Discrimination  Act  coming  up 
before  Congress. 

• The  1st  International  Conference  on  Gender,  Crossdressing  and  Sex  Issues. 

• First  transgendered  celebrity  to  be  selected  as  spokesperson  for  a line  of  cosmetics  and  to  be  featured  in 
ads  for  other  national  products:  drag  queen  superstar  RuPaul. 

• First  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  Policy  Institute  conference  to  include  the  TG  community. 

• A tidal-wave  of  visibility  for  the  transgendered  — on  television,  in  movies,  magazines,  newspapers,  com- 
ics, and  books. 

The  second  reason  we  have  elected  to  launch  Transgender  Tapestry  on  December  31,  New  Year’s  Eve  1995, 
is  to  symbolize  our  hope  that  the  coming  new  year  will  see  increased  celebration  of  all  the  varieties  of  gender 
expression,  along  with  growing  public  acceptance  of  the  transgendered,  a cessation  of  discrimination,  violence  and 
harassment  against  them,  and  a greater  mobilization  of  the  TG  community  in  its  own  behalf. 

As  one  woman  put  it  recently,  at  a vigil  for  a transgendered  individual  who  had  been  brutally  murdered: 

“There  is  no  dress  code  for  civil  rights.” 
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Its  Time  for  Vour  Medicine 


CROSSDRESSING  AND 
THE  STRESS  OF  CONCEALMENT 

By  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D. 

So  often  we  hear  our  transgendered  friends  state  that  just  to  crossdress  for  an 
hour  or  an  evening  can  he  a way  of  lessening  the  stress  and  demands  work  and 
family  made  on  them  earlier  in  the  day. 


They  feel  comforted  simply  by  be- 
ing able  to  express  their  transgen- 
dered spirit.  For  many,  the  open, 
positive  expression  of  self  by  spend- 
ing a while  free  to  dress  and  act  out 
the  contragender  role  is  enough  to 
help  reduce  anxiety  and  tension. 

Stress  is  a part  of  our  lives — 
small  amounts  or  gigantic  pieces 
come  to  trouble  us  all  in  our  life- 
times. Our  doctors  tell  us  of  the  dan- 
ger and  harm  that  stress  can  inflict 
on  our  health,  both  physical  and  psy- 
chological. Heart  conditions  and 
blood  pressure  elevations  can  be 
worsened  by  stress,  as  can  asthma, 
digestive  problems,  headaches,  and 
other  ambient  pains.  It  can  trigger 
depression,  deepening  it  to  the  point 
where  it  requires  intensive  therapy, 
medication,  and  even  hospitalization. 
The  physical  and  emotional  discom- 
fort of  stress  can  lead  to  substance 
abuse,  risky  behavior,  and  even  sui- 
cidal impulses. 

If  a tendency  for  physical  illness 
is  already  in  place  or  has  potential 
to  begin,  the  stress  of  wanting  to  sup- 
press one’s  transgendered  feelings 
can  bring  that  illness  to  a peak.  Hy- 
pertension can  be  worsened.  Gas- 
trointestinal ailments  can  be  crip- 
pling. Heart  symptoms  can  be  over- 
whelming, as  can  be  the  impact  on 
libido  and  sexual  performance. 

Many  in  our  community  are 
weighted  down  so  heavily  by  vari- 
ous kinds  of  stress  and  see  no  relief 
in  sight.  Let’s  look  at  those  who  see 
no  easy  way  of  expressing  their  trans- 
gendered spirit  openly.  Let’s  look  at 
the  anguish  of  the  closeted  cross- 
dresser, the  person  who  can  tell  no 
one,  who  can  share  with  no  one,  who 
can  admit  no  one  to  this  very  deep 
secret.  Like  all  of  us,  the  closeted  CD 
needs  very  much  to  share  their  au- 
thentic self  — but  tragically,  doesn’t 
dare. 

Instead  they  live  in  constant  fear 


of  having  their  secret  life  discovered, 
of  being  outed  to  family,  friends  and 
employers.  More  soberingly,  they  live 
in  fear  of  the  terrible  consequences 
they  would  suffer  afterward.  For 
many  closeted  crossdressers,  these 
include  divorce,  perhaps  loss  of  ac- 
cess to  their  children  (and  even  loss 
of  their  respect),  loss  of  job,  com- 
munity status,  even  the  love  of  their 
own  family. 

And  what  of  the  closeted  CD 
who  carries  even  a greater  burden 
— the  person  who  suffers  additional 
stress  because  of  the  guilt  they  ex- 
perience from  crossdressing  and 
struggles  to  understand  the  “why”  of 
their  crossdressing?  That  person  may 
periodically  wrestle  with  their  cross- 
dressing in  an  attempt  to  overcome 
the  “compulsion.”  Their  failure  to  do 
so  (and  as  most  of  us  now  know,  it 
is  no  more  possible  to  slay  the  urge 
to  crossdress  than  to  change  one’s 
sexual  orientation),  intensifies  the 
stress  they  feel,  until  it  becomes 
frighteningly  oppressive.  The  guilt 
and  self-recrimination  this  leads  to 
can  trigger  not  only  emotional  ill- 
ness— personality  disorders  of  vary- 
ing kinds — but  a very  serious  level 
of  depression.  Depression  this  intense 
interferes  seriously  with  our  abilities 
to  interact  functionally  in  our  work, 
in  our  social  exchanges,  and  in  our 
own  home  with  family.  As  a result, 
the  closeted  CD’s  unhappiness  in- 
creases and  life  may  not  seem  to  be 
worth  living.  Self  destruction  can 
even  be  the  result. 

Stress  is  a way  of  life  for  some 
in  their  jobs,  their  marriages,  and  re- 
lationships. The  houses  we  live  in, 
the  salary  we  earn  or  don’t  earn,  a 
difficult  relative,  plans  that  go  awry — 
every  phase  of  our  existence  can  be 
affected  by  stress.  It’s  how  we  cope 
with  it,  adjust  to  it,  and  attempt  to 
make  ourselves  impervious  to  it  that 
determines  whether  or  not  we  can 


cope  successfully  with  it  in  every- 
day living.  Stress  can  be  overwhelm- 
ing. So  how  we  find  or  create  ways 
to  soften  its  impact  or  even  make  it 
go  away  can  be  very  important. 

Where  perhaps  CDs  could  find 
relief  and  comfort  in  expressing  their 
transgendered  hearts,  the  fear  they 
experience  creates  only  despair  and 
dead  ends.  Their  stress  is  heightened 
by  the  guilt  and  anxieties  they  feel 
every  time  they  are  drawn  to  cross- 
dressing. If  only  those  around  them 
were  understanding  and  they  felt  free 
to  crossdress  when  the  impulse  arose, 
they  could  look  at  their  transgendered 
spirit  as  something  to  be  comfortable 
with,  even  grateful  for. 

Truly,  the  transgendered  spirit 
is  something  to  be  thankful  for;  to 
be  transgendered  is  a gift.  To  want 
to  dress,  even  if  it  be  in  private,  is  so 
special.  It  should  not  be  associated 
with  any  form  of  stress.  It  should  al- 
ways be  combined  with  the  joy  and 
pleasure  of  being  a special  person. 
There  should  be  increasing  accep- 
tance and  confidence  with  each  ex- 
perience. 

But  for  those  caught  in  the 
closet — those  that  can’t  share  with 
others  — those  who  have  to  clandes- 
tinely conduct  all  the  planning  it  takes 
to  be  fulfilled  by  dressing — the  pic- 
ture is  dark.  It  may  mean  that  they 
have  to  deceive  others  about  what 
they  are  doing.  That’s  hard  to  do  and 
it  goes  against  our  inner  natures,  only 
adding  to  the  stress. 

Continued  on  Page  44 

You  can  write  Dr.  Kirk 

for  referrals  at: 

IFGE 

P.O.  Box  229 

Waltham,  Ma  02254-0229 

Attention:  Medical  Editor 

e Mail:  IFGE@WORLD.COM 
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CLOSETED”  FOR  40  YEARS? 

by  Gianna  E.  Israel 


Dear  Gianna: 

/ am  a married  crossdresser.  I 
love  my  wife  and  we  have  been  hap- 
pily married  for  over  two  decades.  But 
increasingly  I have  become  uncom- 
fortable about  keeping  my 
crossdressing  activities  secret.  1 won- 
der how  much  longer  I can  carry 
them  on  under  her  nose,  without  be- 
ing discovered.  Should  I tell  my  wife? 
I have  heard  of  other  CDs  who  have 
done  this,  and  their  spouses  have  left 
them,  often  outing  them  to  family, 
children,  and  employers.  Is  there  any 
way  I can  determine  ahead  of  time  if 
her  reaction  will  be  accepting,  or  re- 
jecting? 

Terri  B.,  Fort  Worth  IX 

Dear  Terri: 

“Closeted”  crossdressers  have 
a desire  to  have  their  identities, 
needs,  and  experiences  validated, 
just  like  everyone  else.  But  being 
“closeted”  can  present  unique  diffi- 
culties and  situations.  Many  CDs  in 
your  situation  ask  themselves  the 
same  questions:  When  should  they 
tell  a partner  about  their 
crossdressing?  And.  Why  tell  a mar- 
riage partner  at  all?  Particularly  when 
the  secret  has  been  well  hidden  for 
so  long. 

Recently  I received  a call  from 
a client,  who  we  will  refer  to  as 
“Mandy.”  Mandy  wanted  to  know 
what  the  likelihood  would  be  of  se- 
cretly  carrying  out  one’s 
crossdressing  throughout  a forty-year 
marriage... and  not  being  found  out? 
Since  this  question  is  a difficult  one 
there  are  no  quick  and  easy  answers. 

I asked  Mandy  to  spend  time 
thinking  about  the  benefits  and  draw- 
backs of  carrying  out  such  a plan. 
Among  the  questions  I asked  him/ 
her  to  consider  were: 

1)  How  strong  and  frequent  was 
the  need  to  crossdress? 

2)  How  observant  was  the 
spouse? 

3)  How  “interdependent”  and 
established  is  their  relationship? 


4)  Are  there  sufficient  financial, 
emotional,  and  outside  re- 
sources to  establish  a “secret 
life,”  including  attendance  at 
social  events  for  CDs? 

During  our  next  session,  Mandy 
and  I talked  about  the  benefits  and 
drawbacks  of  disclosing  in  his/her 
particular  situation.  Like  many  other 
closeted  individuals,  Mandy  felt  that 
by  disclosing  he/she  would  no  longer 
have  to  fear  being  found  out.  More- 
over, he/she  would  not  have  to  walk 
around  with  feelings  of  guilt  for  hav- 
ing intentionally  deceived  and  hid- 
den personal  facts  about  him/herself 
from  the  most  important  person  in 
his/her  life.  Finally,  if  somehow  the 
wife  accepted  Mandy 's  crossdressing, 

“Closeted" 

crossdressers 
have  a desire  to 
have  their 
identities,  needs, 
and  experiences 
validated,  just 
like  everyone 
else. 

there  was  the  possibility  of  building 
up  a decent  wardrobe  instead  of  “liv- 
ing” out  of  a suitcase  hidden  in  the 
basement. 

I told  Mandy  she  should  plan  to 
provide  her/his  “loved  one”  with 
basic  information  about 
crossdressing.  I also  suggested  Mandy 
encourage  her  to  seek  out  informa- 
tion on  her  own  if  she  had  personal 
concerns  she  felt  uncomfortable  dis- 
cussing with  Mandy.  She/he  could 
do  so  by  contacting  a “Significant 
Other”  support  group  or  a third-party 
familiar  with  gender  issues,  yet  suffi- 


ciently removed  from  the  situation 
so  as  not  be  considered  Mandy ’s  ally. 

Mandy’s  efforts  at  developing  a 
disclosure  strategy  serve  as  a re- 
minder that  disclosure  within  relation- 
ships can  be  complex.  Likewise,  as- 
sessing whether  disclosing  is  rela- 
tively safe  or  potentially  dangerous 
is  not  always  easy.  The  following 
questions  can  help  closeted 
crossdressers  with  that  assessment 
process: 

Is  your  loved  one”  equally  com- 
fortable with  their  own  sexual  orien- 
tation  and  gender  identity , and  are 
they  accepting  of  others  ' differences? 
If  you  are  uncertain,  ask!  Typically 
individuals  who  feel  comfortable  talk- 
ing about  their  sexual  orientation  and 
gender  identity,  as  well  as  those  of 
others,  are  more  likely  to  be  accept- 
ing and  supportive  of  your  special 
needs. 

Have  you  been  supportive  of 
your  partner's  exploration  and  devel- 
opment of  gender  identity  and  sexual 
fantasies?  If  the  answer  is  yes,  you 
may  be  in  luck.  A significant  other  is 
going  to  more  likely  encourage  your 
exploration  and  personal  develop- 
ment if  you  do  so  for  her. 

Is  your  relationship  “ interde- 
pendent'?  Interdependent  means 
establishing  common  ground  for 
mutually  agreed  upon  needs  and 
interests,  yet  also  encouraging  each 
other  to  have  singular  interests, 
needs,  and  activities  which  do  not 
require  the  other's  actual  participa- 
tion. If  your  relationship  lacks  in- 
terdependency, begin  incorporating 
small  amounts  of  it  before  introduc- 
ing larger  commitment  goals;  oth- 
erwise your  efforts  may  be  viewed 
as  manipulative. 

Would  you  permit  or  wish  to 
participate  with  your  wife  if  she 
crossdressed  and  acted  like  a man? 
Sometimes  crossdressers  will  say 
“yes,”  because  they  want  their  own 
way.  Other  times  crossdressers  will 
say  “no,”  as  a double  standard,  with 
the  rationale  that  crossdressing  is 
okay  for  themselves  but  they  expect 
their  wives  to  fulfill  a stereotypical 
role.  It  is  highly  unlikely  your  wife 
will  express  a sudden  desire  to 
crossdress;  unless  she  does,  do  not 
expect  her  to  participate  with  a real 
interest  in  your  crossdressing  all  the 
time,  or  any  time. 


Continued  on  Page  44. 
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CROSSDRESSING, 

DIVORCE 
& YOU 

Sarah  DePalma 

One  of  the  saddest  calls  my  legal  friends  receive  usu- 
ally begins:  “My  wife  has  discovered  my  crossdressing 
and  now  she  is  talking  about  divorce.  I love  my  wife 
and  I don ’t  want  to  lose  my  kids.  What  should  / do?” 


(The  first  thing  you  should  know  is 
that  I am  neither  an  attorney  nor  a 
psychologist.  What  I am  is  a 
transgender  rights  activist,  and  talk 
show  host,  who  works  closely  with 
several  attorneys  specializing  in  the 
areas  of  gender  issues.) 

There  is  no  doubt  that  for  the 
heterosexual  crossdresser,  divorce  is 
the  scariest  word  in  the  English  lan- 
guage. The  obvious  way  to  avoid  this 
problem  is  by  being  honest  with  your 
spouse  in  the  first  place,  and  telling 
her  before  the  marriage  takes  place. 
By  leaving  it  to  the  spouse  to  “dis- 
cover the  secret”  instead  of  address- 
ing the  issue  openly,  the  entire  na- 
ture of  the  legal  situation  has  been 
changed.  The  issue  becomes  not 
crossdressing  so  much  as  deception 
and  dishonesty,  and  those  issues  will 
kill  you  in  a divorce  proceeding.  The 
crossdressing  will  merely  be  icing  on 
the  legal  cake. 

All  right,  let’s  put  that  issue  aside 
and  say  that  you  were,  and  perhaps 
still  are  convinced  that  telling  your 
spouse  would  have  only  hastened 
your  trip  to  divorce  court.  What 
should  you  do? 

1)  Recognize  that  the  feelings  of 
your  spouse  are  genuine.  This  person 
thought  she  (or  he)  knew  you  and  now 
the  specter  of  living  a lie  has  raised  its 
ugly  head. 

2)  Seek  help  from  groups  like  Tri- 
Ess  (a  support  group  for  heterosexual 
CDs)  or  any  of  a host  of  other  organiza- 
tions dedicated  to  helping  people  cope 
with  these  issues. 

3)  Don't  automatically  assume  the 
marriage  is  over.  Others  have  made  their 
way  through  the  fog  and  perhaps  you 
can  as  well. 

But  don't  lie  to  yourself  and  es- 


pecially do  not  lie  to  your  spouse 
about  crossdressing.  The  damage  to 
the  marriage  has  already  been  done. 
Don’t  make  it  worse  by  saying  things 
now  that  you  will  live  to  regret  later. 
Nearly  everyone  knows  someone 
who  told  their  spouse,  “ It’s  a pass- 
ing thing.  I’ll  give  it  up.”  and  then 
promptly  went  out  and  burned  hun- 


There is  no  doubt 
that  for  the  hetero- 
sexual crossdresser , 
divorce  is  the  scari- 
est word  in  the  En- 
glish language. 


dreds  of  dollars  worth  of  clothing  in 
a massive  “purge.”  A year  or  two  later 
the  urge  to  crossdress  is  likely  to 
come  back  even  more  urgently  and 
demanding  than  before. 

Also,  be  very  wary  of  so-called 
marriage  counselors.  They  may  know 
a great  deal  about  many  things  but 
very  few  have  the  slightest  clue  what 
crossdressing  is  about.  I’m  not  sug- 
gesting you  avoid  marriage  counsel- 
ing. I am  strongly  suggesting  you  ask 
some  hard  questions  about  the 
knowledge  the  counselor  has  of  this 
issue  before  you  start  the  process. 
Shop  around  and  be  sure  you  find  a 
counselor  that  is  transgender  friendly, 
with  actual  experience  in  this  area, 
who  will  be  completely  impartial  to 
issues  that  will  be  addressed.  (Hint: 
Your  local  TG  or  CD  support  group 


is  a good  place  to  start  looking,  as 
are  the  pages  of  this  publication.) 

Let’s  say  you  do  all  the  right 
things  and  there  is  no  hope  at  all. 
Divorce  is  an  absolute  certainty.  Now 
what? 

First  of  all,  do  not  surrender  and 
throw  yourself  on  the  mercy  of  the 
court.  You  may  feel  guilty  as  hell  and 
you  may  even  feel  that  playing  the 
martyr  will  give  you  the  punishment 
you  deserve,  but  it  is  neither  neces- 
sary or  prudent.  What  you  need  is  a 
good  lawyer  and  fast. 

The  key  is  to  find  a lawyer  fa- 
miliar with  transgendered  issues  and 
crossdressing  in  particular.  This  is  a 
tall  order  and  in  some  areas  it  may 
be  impossible.  Contact  the 
Transgender  Law  Conference  and  see 
if  they  can  give  you  a referral.  If  that 
fails  try  looking  in  the  gay/lesbian 
yellow  pages  in  your  area  and  start 
contacting  the  attorneys  you  find 
listed.  (Even  if  not  experts  in  this 
arena,  they  can  be  counted  on  to  be 
sympathetic.) 

Be  honest  when  talking  to  your 
potential  attorney!  But  do  not  expect 
an  attorney  to  the  work  which  is  your 
responsibility.  What  I mean  is  even 
if  you  find  an  attorney  who  has  some 
knowledge  of  transgenders,  he  or  she 
probably  does  not  have  nearly  the 
access  to  information  that  you  do. 
Work  at  finding  articles  that  present 
crossdressing  in  a positive  manner. 
Help  your  attorney  locate  experts, 
information,  or  resources  of  any  kind 
that  would  bolster  your  position.  Be 
a participant,  not  a victim. 

Make  sure  your  attorney  spends 
some  time  educating  the  judge  be- 
fore your  case  goes  to  court  in  order 
to  avoid  having  a ruling  based  on 
stereotypes  instead  of  facts. 

Laws  relating  to  divorce  and 
child  custody  fall  into  the  general 
heading  of  family  law.  These  laws 
vary  considerably  from  state  to  state 
and  their  interpretation  can  vary  even 
more  considerably  from  one  judge 
to  another.  Some  states  appoint  the 
judges  and  in  other  states  they  are 
elected.  The  one  thing  that  seems  to 
remain  constant  is  a lack  of  knowl- 
edge about  transgenders  by  the  judi- 
cial system. 

Of  course,  you  can  enhance 
your  position  somewhat  before  hand 
by  engaging  in  activities,  church, 
charitable  work,  etc.,  that  establish 
exemplary  character.  These  will  work 
in  your  favor  in  court.  ^ 

continued  on  page  44 
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C^SCMONS 

Letters  & Comments  from  Our  Reeders 


CHRISTIANITY  & 
TRANSSEXUALITY 

I have  never  before  had  the  com- 
pulsion to  write  to  any  organization. 
However,  after  reading  the  articles  on 
“Transgender  and  Religion”  in  Issue  #73, 
I feel  totally  and  completely  compelled 
to  do  so.  I wish  to  address  this  article 
from  the  perspective  of  a “male-to-fe- 
male  transsexual  Christian”  wfio  totally 
believes  in  God,  Jesus,  and  their  word 
as  put  down  in  the  Bible.  First,  my  view 
of  being  a TS  Christian: 

If  a baby  is  born  blind  or  deaf  or 
with  some  other  birth-defect  that  can  be 
corrected  by  surgery,  nobody  thinks  twice 
about  doing  so.  The  problem  I and  other 
transsexuals  have  is  a genetic  birth  de- 
fect, nothing  more.  God  made  man  and 
woman  perfect  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
but  since  then  mankind  has  been  cor- 
rupted. We  have  polluted  our  air,  food, 
and  water  with  chemicals  (e.g.,  cigarettes, 
alcohol,  steroids,  etc.).  These  chemicals 
have  an  adverse  effect  on  a developing 
fetus.  From  conception  we  develop  by 
chemicals.  If  those  chemicals  are  unbal- 
anced. then  the  outcome  will  be  a birth- 
defect.  Depending  on  which  chemical  is 
unbalanced  and  how  (too  little  or  too 
much)  cletennines  the  defect. 

In  my  case,  and  in  those  of  other 
transsexuals,  I believe  I did  not  get 
enough  of  the  male  hormone  testoster- 
one during  my  development.  I received 
just  enough  to  make  my  body  male,  but 
not  my  brain.  My  brain  developed  in  the 
female  pattern;  not  one  hundred  percent 
female,  but  enough  so  that  I perceive 
myself  to  be  female.  Now  medical  sci- 
ence can  work  wonders,  we  can  con- 
struct the  body  to  fit  the  brain,  but  we 
have  not  come  so  far  as  being  able  to 
reconstruct  the  brain  to  fit  the  body. 

If  it  is  evil  for  me  to  correct  my 
birth  defect,  then  it  is  equally  evil  for  us 
to  fix  a baby  who  is  born  blind  or  deaf, 
or  with  some  other  birth-defect  that  can 
be  corrected  by  surgery.  Now  I person- 
ally do  not  believe  that  God  is  so  cruel 
as  to  make  us  live  in  total  misery  when 
we  do  not  have  to.  However,  Satan  is. 

May  God  shine  his  light  upon  you 
all,  and  surround  you  with  his  love. 

Susan  Elizabeth  Hill 

TS  & WICCAN 
SPIRITUALITY 

I am  a Wiccan  High  Priestess  and  a 
transsexual.  I am  writing  in  response  to 
the  article  “People  of  the  Rainbow:  Trans- 
gender  in  Magick  N Ritual”  that  appeared 


in  issue  #73-  My  compliments  to  Paul 
Rucker  on  a well  researched  and  written 
article. 

The  Wiccan  Religion  has  at  least  as 
many  branches  as  Christianity.  We  have 
branches  catering  specifically  to  lesbi- 
ans and  another  for  gays.  I have  noticed 
that  most  Wiccans  intuitively  know  of 
the  power  of  the  transsexual,  and  are 
very  accepting  of  me.  It’s  a strange  feel- 
ing to  be  not  only  accepted  but  respected 
for  my  transsexuality. 

I embraced  Wicca  long  before  I ac- 
cepted my  feminine  self.  I had  a difficult 
time  integrating  my  transsexuality  into 
my  spiritual  life.  I lived  in  denial  for 
thirty-four  years.  I hated  what  I am,  I 
hated  myself.  No  more!  I have  embraced 
my  feminine  side  and  am  proud  of  my- 
self for  the  first  time  in  life.  A major  turn- 
ing point  in  my  life  came  to  me  during  a 
ritual.  I was  performing  the  Rite  of  the 
Thirteen  Megaliths  from  Jannet  and 
Stewait  Farrar's  book  The  Witch ’s  Bible 
Complete.  The  rite  pays  homage  to  the 
13  elements  of  existence. 

The  twelfth  megalith,  “The  Her- 
maphrodite,” caught  my  attention  too. 
The  part  reads:  “I  am  the  twelfth  of  the 
old  ones.  Hide  from  my  face  if  you  will, 
but  know  that  I am  the  most  powerful 
of  all.  The  tenth  and  eleventh  dance  with 
me,  and  even  the  floral  one  weeps  sum- 
mer tears  at  my  command.  For  I am  an 
ever-turning  wheel.  I am  the  spinner  and 
the  weaver  and  I also  cut  the  silver  cords 
of  time.  Men  know  me  as  fate,  and  I am 
the  hermaphrodite.” 

Although  not  a true  hermaphrodite, 
I do  embody  both  male  and  female  char- 
acteristics. I can  easily  assume  either  role. 
I believe  this  gives  me  a unique  perspec- 
tive and  insights  a uni-sexed  person  can- 
not experience  or  appreciate.  I believe 
transsexuals  exist  on  a higher  plane  of 
existence  than  do  the  uni-sexed  individu- 
als. We  have  been  granted  a gift  by  the 
Goddess  through  reincarnation.  I believe 
our  further  evolution  depends  on  how 
we  handle  our  dichotomous  nature. 

Valkyrie  Cougar  PenDragon 

[It’s  always  a pleasure  to  bear  from 
someone  with  divergent  views.  -Ed] 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  & 
TG:  A GREAT  CATCH  22 

For  thirty  years  I lived  in  fear.  I was 
sure  that  some  day  a man  in  a suit  would 
walk  into  my  office  and  say,  “Put  on  your 
coat  and  come  with  me.”  For  thirty'  years 
I was  sure  that  some  day  I would  be 
declared  a “security  risk”  simply  because 


of  my  crossdressing  behavior,  and  that  I 
would  lose  my  job  and  end  my  career. 

Because  of  my  technical  training,  I 
found  good  work  in  high  technology  re- 
search and  engineering.  This  included  a 
two-year  tour  of  duty  in  the  military  and 
several  years  in  government  research  fol- 
lowed by  a long  career  in  the  defense 
business.  As  fate  would  have  it,  the  tech- 
nology in  which  I was  trained  was  directly 
applicable  to  providing  products  and  ser- 
vices to  highly  sensitive  and  classified  gov- 
ernment work.  Of  course,  I had  to  apply 
for  and  was  granted  security  clearance. 
As  my  specialties  became  more  and  more 
sensitive  and  I progressed  in  the  field  and 
moved  into  management,  I required  ever 
higher  levels  of  clearance. 

During  my  early  years,  I was  deeply 
closeted,  in  part  due  to  security  con- 
straints, as  well  as  the  fear  of  social  re- 
jection. When  two  allegedly  closeted  gay 
men  working  on  a similar  project  were 
determined  to  have  sold  out  to  the  Sovi- 
ets, possibly  under  threat  of  blackmail,  I 
was  given  a briefing  by  my  government 
customer  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  such 
“sexual  deviants.”  I knew  I was  next.  I 
decided  to  carry  the  card  of  a very 
friendly  FBI  agent  that  I had  come  to 
know  while  working  with  him  on  some 
supposedly  missing  classified  documents. 
I decided  that  if  I were  approached  by 
foreign  agents,  I would  immediately  con- 
tact him  to  trap  them.  I figured  that  if  I 
was  going  to  go  down,  I would  take  at 
least  one  of  them  with  me. 

The  pressure  and  frustration  of  sup- 
pressing my  CD  tendencies  began  to  af- 
fect my  health  and  my  family  life.  This 
ultimately  led  to  my  getting  professional 
help.  Now  I knew  “they”  (either  the  US 
or  the  Soviets)  would  find  out  and  the 
game  would  be  over.  As  part  of  my 
therapy  leading  to  self-acceptance,  I be- 
gan telling  my  dearest  friends,  my  min- 
ister, my  doctor,  and  my  lawyer  about 
my  behavior.  My  family  already  knew. 
This  was  a great  relief  to  me  as  I thought 
1 was  no  longer  vulnerable  to  blackmail. 
Then  it  dawned  on  me,  I was  still  vul- 
nerable because  the  very  conditions  be- 
ing used  to  help  reduce  security  risk,  by 
eliminating  personnel  with  so-called  "de- 
viant behavior”  working  in  classified 
projects,  was  the  reason  I was  still  a se- 
curity risk.  I could  still  lose  my  job  if  I 
were  “discovered.” 

I did  my  best  to  get  out  of  doing 
classified  work  to  the  extent  of  "losing” 
my  forms  for  getting  a clearance  update, 
to  telling  my  managers  I wanted  to  travel 
more  broadly  which  would  necessitate 
a lower  level  of  clearance.  Somehow, 
they  signed  the  papers  for  me,  and  they 
even  applied  for  special  permission  for 
me  to  travel. 

Eventually,  1 entered  the  TG  com- 
munity. “Now  they  will  really  find  out 
about  me,”  I thought.  As  i began  to  en- 
joy expressing  my  feminine  side,  there 
were  more  visible  signs:  plucked  eye- 
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brows,  longer  nails,  shaved  hands,  and, 
finally,  pierced  ears.  A secretaiy  noticed, 
so  I told  her.  She  loved  it!  A woman  engi- 
neer working  for  me  noticed  these  things 
and  commented  that  she  was  seeing  a 
change  in  my  behavior.  She  asked  if  I were 
becoming  a woman.  I shared  my  secret 
with  her.  Again,  no  problem.  I told  a very 
close  male  colleague  who  had  asked  about 
the  nails  and  the  ear  lobe  holes.  He  did 
not  seem  to  have  a problem.  Later  he  told 
me  that  he  worried  about  what  he  would 
say  if  he  was  interviewed  on  a security 
update  background  check.  Fortunately,  it 
never  happened. 

Now  I am  retired.  I still  worry  that 
some  fanatic  Security  Officer  will  deter- 
mine that  I lied  on  my  security  applica- 
tion, or  psyched  the  polygraph  test,  and 
try  to  get  back  my  hard-earned  money, 
or  strip  me  of  my  commission.  I doubt 
that  that  can  happen,  but  just  the  possi- 
bility of  it  bugs  me.  However,  I still  find  it 
ironic  that  the  US  Government  makes 
being  a transgendered  person  a security 
risk  simply  because  they  say  it  is  so.  If 
they  really  want  to  reduce  security  risk, 
they  should  start  by  revoking  this  notion. 

Fredricka  L. 

SAD  TALE  OF 
OUTED  CD 

I want  to  commend  you  for  pub- 
lishing “Even  GGs  Get  the  Blues”  by  E. 
Fenton,  “The  Transvestite  Husband”  by 
Dr.  George  Brown  and  “SPICE  '94”  by 
Gayla.  I have  a firmly  rejecting  wife  who 
outecl  me  to  her  family  and  later  to  my 
parents,  in  revenge.  We  went  through  a 
brief  period  of  acceptance,  but  business 
and  personal  reverses  occurred,  unre- 
lated to  my  crossdressing,  and  my  wife 
blamed  these  things  on  my  crossdressing. 
Because  I do  not  wish  to  lose  my  mar- 
riage, I am  staying  in.  We  went  through 
a good  deal  of  counseling,  and  I’m  here 
to  tell  you,  you  as  a crossdresser  may 
think  the  counselor  is  going  to  tiy  to  help 
you,  but  if  your  wife  gives  you  an  ulti- 
matum, there  is  nothing  you  can  do  but 
accept  it,  or  lose  the  marriage. 

Only  another  crossdresser  can 
imagine  the  pain  when  a wife  takes  this 
away  from  a husband.  My  heart  of  hearts 
hurts  even  now,  and  tears  fall  as  I type 
this.  The  most  tragic  aspect  is  that  my 
wife  simply  did  not  believe  me.  Although 
my  current  status  as  a rejected  TV  hus- 
band is  hard  to  take,  I console  myself  in 
that  my  opportunities  may  be  restricted, 
but  I can  still  do  it.  The  experience  is 
not  a pleasant  one,  but  it  can  work.  Yes, 
you  can  survive  cold  rejection  by  your 
wife.  Self-acceptance,  which  I constantly 
need  to  work  on,  is  another  great  key  to 
making  life  work.  To  quote  Dr.  Peggy 
Rudd's  Love  Calendar,  Abraham  Lincoln 
once  said,  “Most  are  about  as  happy  as 
they  make  up  their  minds  to  be.” 

Julia  T. 


CD  OUTED,  NO  BIG 
DEAL 

Working  for  a large  national  orga- 
nization in  Canada,  I ran  into  six  women 
with  whom  I work  one  evening  while  I 
was  out  crossdressed  at  a public  social 
function.  By  the  middle  of  the  next  week, 
probably  a thousand  people  who  know 
me  in  the  company  were  aware  of  how 
I express  myself  in  this  unique  and  di- 
verse way  as  a male  who  wears  dresses 
and  makeup.  Anyway,  things  went  rather 
quietly  at  work  for  some  time,  and  then 
everyone  all  of  a sudden  was  “too  busy” 
to  have  coffee  or  lunch  with  me.  Others 
of  my  peers  even  approached  me  and 
asked  in  one  way  or  another  if  I was 
going  to  have  to  start  coming  to  work  as 
a woman  and/or  have  a sex  change. 
Well,  I won’t  get  into  that  discussion  as 
we  could  debate  it  all  night.  However, 
over  the  last  year-and-a-half,  people  have 
gradually  adapted  to  the  new  me.  I say 
the  new  me  because  shortly  after  that 
encounter,  I began  to  wear  hoop  ear- 
rings into  work  with  my  suits.  At  first 
people  freaked  and  wanted  to  know 
what  it  meant.  I told  them  that  it  meant 
that  I liked  to  wear  ear-rings.  They  asked 
why  I like  to  wear  ear-rings  and  I said 
because  in  having  ear  lobes,  I can. 

Because  things  went  so  quietly  with 
most  people,  my  main  purpose  was  to 
let  them  know  that  I knew  that  they  knew 
about  my  crossdressing  behavior.  As  I’ve 
experienced,  in  the  long  run,  it’s  better 
to  bring  it  out  in  the  open  as  most  people 
don’t  want  to  talk  about  it.  If  it  is  left  in 
silence,  it  will  fester  inappropriately. 
Some  did  want  to  talk  about  it,  and  over 
the  past  year-and-a-half  I’ve  actually 
made  some  new  friends  at  work  because 
of  my  crossdressing,  and  solidified  some 
old  relationships  with  people  who  were 
curious  enough  to  ask  me  out  for  lunch 
to  “talk  about  it.”  Rather  unfortunately, 
some  others  in  the  company  actually 
refuse  to  work  with  me  now,  so  it  does 
separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

I work  very  hard  at  no?  passing.  Not 
passing  is  where  the  real  fun  and  com- 
munication are  with  people.  Most  people 
like  it  when  you're  honest  with  them  that 
you’re  a man-in-a-dress  since  the  truth 
is,  I am  a man-in-a-dress,  and  I’m  not 
uncomfortable  about  this  reality. 

Stacey 

[For  more  on  closeted  and  outed 
CD  ’s  see  the  special  material  in  this  issue. 
-Ed] 

DON’T  CANCEL  THAT 
SUBSCRIPTION  YET 

I have  chosen  not  to  renew  my  sub- 
scription to  your  magazine  because  I no 
longer  find  it  fun  and  interesting  to  read. 
It  used  to  be  that  I would  open  the  en- 
velop and  read  it  cover  to  cover.  Now  I 
skip  half  the  articles  and  never  finish 
reading  the  other  half.  We  no  longer  see 
the  real-life  stories  of  average  people  fac- 


ing their  fears  and  tiying  new  experi- 
ences. The  articles  are  all  political,  tech- 
nical, or  just  plain  boring.  The  picture 
spreads  from  all  the  conventions  are  the 
same  as  the  ones  from  the  previous  year 
because  they  are  attended  by  all  the  same 
people.  Until  you  bring  the  magazine 
back  down  to  the  level  of  the  mainstream 
crossdresser,  I have  no  intention  of  pur- 
chasing any  further  copies. 

Andrea  Lynch 

[CDs  are  featured  predominately  in 
this  and  future  issues.  -Ed] 

CD— FIFTY  YEARS  OF 
CHANGE  FOR  THE 
BETTER 

Recently  you  devoted  a large  part 
of  issue  #70  to  crossdressing.  Also,  I re- 
cently enjoyed  a routine  crossdressing 
experience.  The  two  incidents  under- 
lined how  much  the  sisterhood,  and  es- 
pecially your  magazine  and  the  IFGE 
have  accomplished  in  the  fifty  years  since 
I first  dressed. 

During  my  last  business  trip  I was 
able  to  spend  an  hour  or  so  on  each  of 
two  evenings  in  two  different  bars  of  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  where  I was  staying  with 
a book  and  a few  glasses  of  wine.  My 
dress  was  conservative,  though  my  skirt 
was  above  the  knee  in  the  current  busi- 
ness woman  fashion,  and  I wore  no 
makeup  beyond  lipstick.  While  I did  not 
try  very  hard  to  feminize  my  voice,  I 
stayed  out  of  both  rest-rooms.  A waiter 
read  me,  but  numerous  other  people  ap- 
parently accepted  me  as  a business 
woman  spending  an  evening  on  the  road 
alone.  Nobody  bothered  me,  and  I was 
treated  with  respect. 

Many  years  ago  my  evenings  of  that 
sort  were  much  more  hazardous.  (Ad- 
mittedly, my  skills  have  improved.)  To- 
day, crossdressing  is  much  more  accept- 
able, if  only  because  people  are  more 
accustomed  to  crossdressers.  As  long  as 
one  behaves  like  a lady,  the  penalty  for 
being  read  is  that  you  have  lost  a game, 
and  seldom  more.  That  is  the  result  of  a 
much  better  understanding  of 
crossdressing  by  both  those  who  prac- 
tice and  those  who  watch. 

Christina  Susan 


Send  your  letters  to: 
Transcriptions 
P.O.  Box  229 
Waltham,  Ma  02154-0229 
Or:  Fax  us  at  (617)899-5703 
Or:  e-Mail  us  at 
IFGE@WORLD.STD.COM 
Letters  submitted  for  publication 
must  be  five  hundred  words  or  less, 
and,  either,  typed  with  a fresh  black 
ribbon  or  submitted  on  a PC  com- 
patible disk  in  a Windows  format. 
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Complete  cost  evective  gender  services 
Serving  TV,  TS,  Gender  Dysphoric,  and  Gender 
Curious. 


Dr  Carpenter  & Associates  American  Angel  Clinic 

Individual  Counseling  Painless  Electrolysis 

Aesthetic  Collagen  Injections  Complete  Skin  Care 

Post-Op  Care,  Gender  Sensitive  AHA  Facial  Peels 
Surgical  Referrals  & Legal  Liaison  Scar  Revision 
Peer  Group  Therapy  (Clients  & Tattoo  Removal 

Family)  Permanent  Make-Up 

Gender  Sensitive  Psychiatric  Gender  Sensitive  Make  Overs 

Evaluations 

Complete  Medical  & Laboratory 
Services 

Hormonal  Evaluations  for  Qualified 
Individuals 

Call  Today  for  further  Information  and  Scheduling 
Many  Medical  Insurance  Plans  Supported 
Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

(817)498-8707 

(817)656-5531 

Members  of  the  HBIGA  and  HBIGA  Conference  par- 
ticipants in  1993  & 1995.  Intensive  combined  ser- 
vices available  for  our  out  of  town  clients.  We  are 
minutes  from  DFW  Airport.  Conveniently  located 
between  DaUas  & Fort  Worth,  Texas,  USA. 


CROSSDRESSERS 


9%/d/c  for  the 
Engendered  (Species 
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Thirteen  original  songs  expressing  the  joy, 
humor,  beauty  and  fantasy  of  being  transgendered 


GO  LITE  ON  THE  DRESSIN’ 

Enjoy  a musical  lift  as  you  start  your  girl's  day. 
Listen  on  your  walk-woman  or  play  it  in  )»ur 
car  with  the  volume  up  and  the  windows  down. 
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Available  on  cassette  only  Order  direct  from 
Amanda  Lynn  Richards  - P O Box  426 
Western  Springs.  IL  60558 
$9  00  * $100  shipping. 

Checks  & money  orders  only.  No  charges. 


Non-Prescription  Estrogen 

Herbal  Formulation 


Testosterone  Blockers 

Over  Four  Years  of  Worldwide 
Gender-Community  Experience! 
AS  SEEN  ON  AOL  & THE  INTERNET 
httpy/www.abmall.com/tss/tss.html 


Keep  Quiet! 


Our  competators  don't  want  you 
to  know  that  you  can  mail-order 
brand  name  wigs  and  other  cross- 
dressding  products  at  a fraction  of 
what  they  may  charge! 

That's  right,  at  Yankee  Flair,  we  sell  those  same  brand 
name  wigs,  breast  forms,  books,  waist  cinchers  etc.  for 
1 0%  to  50%  less  than  our  competators.  We  keep  our 
overhead  Idw,  & we  don't  advertise  brand  names, 
allowing  us  to  sell  for  much  much  less!  We  never 
rent  or  sell  our  mailing  list  guaranteeing  your  privacy! 

i — — — j 

Our  Flyers  and  Newsletters  are  FREE! 

Send  Name  And  Address  To: 

Yankee  Flair  • 94  Main  St  • Norfolk,  MA  • 02056 

••  This  is  not  a retail  address  - We  sell  moil  order  only  •• 


$15.00  per  90  Capsule  Bottle 
Plus  $2.50  s&h  per  total  order 
l.e.,  4 bottles  * $62.50 


Send  Money  Order  or  Certified  Check  payable  to  Dianna 
Mall  your  order  to: 

The  Phoenix  Project 
1740  S.  Buckley  Rd.  #6-178 
Aurora  CO  80017 

or  Send  SASE  for  additional  information 


Experience  a complete  transformation  in  a safe,  supportive 
environmenl  We  specialize  in  makeup,  hair,  and  nail  care,  as  well 
as  training  in  feminine  grace  and  gesture. 


Shopping,  photography  and  Tricky  evening  aoc taU  are  alao  offered 
Tor  more  information  call; 

718«74S*3524 r 
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by  R.  Scott  Gerdes 


Ty as  tic  surgery  is  a big  business  ns  reflected  in  the  vast  numbers  of  doctors 
JL  attracted  to  it.  Look  at  any  telephone  book's  Yellow  Pages  under  plastic  sur- 
geons and  just  how  hig  a business  it  is  becomes  obvious. 


There  are  hoards  of  ads  for  surgeons 
prepared  to  perform  an  amazing  va- 
riety of  reconstructive  procedures: 
chin  and  cheek  implants,  tummy 
tucks,  arm  lifts,  nose  jobs,  vein  in- 
jections, and  glycolic  facial  peels. 

All  these  surgical  procedures, 
and  more,  are  offered  openly  to  any- 
one who  wants  to  change  their  ap- 
pearance. But  what  about  reconstruc- 
tive  surgery  for  those  who  need  to 
change  their  appearance  to  conform 
with  their  psychological  gender? 
Where  are  the  hoards  of  ads  for  those 
offering  genital  surgery  to  transsexu- 
als? 

Using  conventional  means  to 
find  a surgeon  who  specializes  in 
genital  reconstruction  is  similar  to  the 
proverbial  search  for  a needle  in  a 
haystack.  In  fact,  there  is  a shortage 
of  those  qualified  to  perform  sex  re- 
assignment surgery  (SRS)  so  severe 
it  amounts  to  a crisis.  Experts  esti- 
mate there  are  at  least  fifty  thousand 
post-operative  transsexuals  in  the 
United  State  and  another  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  who  will 
want  SRS  sometime  over  the  next 
couple  of  decades — with  M2Fs 
( male-to-female)and  F2Ms  (female- 
to-male)  divided  equally.  To  service 
this  group,  however,  there  are  ap- 
proximately ten  surgeons,  each  of 
whom  can  perform  no  more  than 
three  surgeries  per  week.  That  comes 
out  to  roughly  thirty  surgeries  all  told 
each  week,  fifteen  hundred  per  year, 
fifteen  thousand  per  decade,  and  over 
two  decades  no  more  than  thirty 
thousand  who  will  receive  SRS. 

This  means  that  if  the  number 


of  doctors  performing  SRS  remains 
approximately  the  same,  there  will 
be  between  twenty  and  one  hundred 
twenty  thousand  TSs  who  will  not 
be  able  to  receive  the  surgery  they 
so  desperately  need.  This  shortage 
of  SRS  surgeons  is  all  the  more  as- 
tonishing, considering  the  financial 
attractions  of  specializing  in  SRS  for 
medical  school  graduates.  M2Fs  can 
expect  to  shell  out  between  ten  and 
twenty  thousand  bucks  for  SRS  alone, 
not  counting  electrolysis,  hormone 
therapy  and  breast  augmentation.  Sex 
reassignment  surgery  for  F2Ms  can 
prove  even  more  of  a financial  bur- 
den: the  simplest  procedure  for  cre- 
ating an  artificial  penis  (clitoral-free- 
ing)  runs  around  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  while  the  most  expensive  (in- 
volving the  creating  of  an  artificial 
penis  from  abdominal  skin)  ranges 
at  around  fifty  thousand  dollars  per 
— and,  again,  this  figure  does  not 
include  hormone  treatment  or  breast 
reduction  surgery. 

Major  health  insurance  provid- 
ers do  not  cover  SRS  because  it  is 
deemed  cosmetic  and  elective.  That 
means  the  patient  has  to  raise  the 
cash  themselves,  through  hard  work 
and  stringent  saving.  To  complicate 
matters,  it  is  a common  practice  for 
surgeons  to  demand  at  least  half  of 
the  payment  for  surgery  up  front 
because  hospitals  demand  advance 
payments  from  the  surgeons. 

So  the  question  is,  why  are  there 
so  few  SRS  qualified  surgeons  in  this 
country?  Is  it  because  the  fresh,  en- 
thusiastic faces  in  med  school  aren't 
properly  introduced  to  the  field? 


Could  it  be  that  plastic  surgeons  aren’t 
aware  of  the  demand  for  SRS?  Is  there 
a largely  held  opinion  among  the 
medical  community  that  SRS  is  un- 
ethical, or  morally  unacceptable  and 
personally  abhorred.  Or  are  the  ma- 
jority of  surgeons  nonjudgmental,  but 
afraid  of  societal  repercussion? 
Granted,  society  can  be  ugly,  espe- 
cially toward  the  diversely  different 
and  those  who  try  to  help  them.  What 
will  the  surgeon’s  neighbors  think  of 
his/her  practice?  What  does  the 
doctor’s  church  think?  Would  the  min- 
ister be  understanding  and  support- 
ive? Or  could  what  shies  surgeons 
away  from  specializing  in  genital  re- 
construction be  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
relatively  new  and  difficult  proce- 
dure? Or  do  the  legal  and  financial 
risks  (such  as  malpractice  suits)  that 
could  arise  from  SRS  also  play  a role 
in  the  surgeon  shortage? 

According  to  a sampling  of 
medical  professionals  who  are  in  one 
way  or  another  involved  with  SRS, 
the  impossibly  small  number  of  re- 
assignment surgeons  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  all  of  the  above  factors. 

“It’s  a tough  surgery,”  says  Dr. 
John  Prior,  urologist  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Minnesota  Hospitals  and  Clin- 
ics in  Minneapolis.  Citing  a worst  case 
scenario  involving  a patient  suing  a 
surgeon  because  the  results  weren’t 
satisfactory  he  added,  “Legal  conse- 
quences scare  people.”  Dr.  Prior  has 
been  approached  by  the  University 
of  Minnesota’s  Program  in  Human 
Sexuality  (PHS)  in  Minneapolis  to 
perform  SRS  in  a partnership  with  a 
plastic  surgeon.  His  own  view  is  that 
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SRS  is  a “drastic  surgery  for  a drastic 
problem.”  Prior  believes  that  the  key 
to  success  in  securing  SRS  surgeons 
falls  into  the  lap  of  mental  health  pro- 
fessionals. He  said  that  a team  of  psy- 
chologists and  psychiatrists,  in  pro- 
grams like  PHS,  would  have  to  per- 
form extensive  client  evaluations 
before  he  would  feel  comfortable 
performing  SRS.  “There  is  a need  for 
more  programs  like  PHS,”  Prior  states. 

PHS  is  one  of  the  few  univer- 
sity-sponsored gender  centers  in  the 
country.  The  program  adheres  to  the 
Harry  Benjamin  Association  guide- 
lines for  SRS  approval  and  recom- 
mendation. Dr.  Prior  was  surprised 
upon  hearing  the  disproportionate  ra- 
tio of  transsexuals  seeking  surgery 
to  surgeons  willing  to  perform  it.  Prior 
feels  that  one  reason  there  are  so  few 
SRS  surgeons  is  that  most  doctors 
don't  think  that  there  is  enough  of  a 
supply  and  demand  to  justify  spe- 
cializing in  this  area  of  medicine. 
What  would  Dr.  Prior  do  if  he  were 
to  become  a SRS  provider  and  soci- 
etal backlash  came  into  play — as  it 
has  for  abortion  doctors?  He  an- 
swered simply,  “I  would  do  what  I 
have  to  do.” 

“There  are  a lot  of  reasons  wrhy 
new  surgeons  don't  choose  to  get  into 
reassignment  surgery,”  according  to 
patient  counselor  Diana  Hedrick  of 
the  Center  for  Gender  Reassignment 
in  Norfolk,  Va.  “First  and  foremost 
are  moral  objections,  plus  it  (SRS) 
takes  somebody  who  is  a really  good 
microsurgeon.  Rebuilding  a tender 
organ  is  tricky,  tedious.” 

At  Horton  Genitourinary  Recon- 
struction Center,  Norfolk,  Va.,  clini- 
cal social  worker  Maggie  Chubb  be- 
lieves that  the  uniqueness  and  the 
untested  waters  aspect  of  SRS  sur- 
gery also  underlie  the  lack  of  SRS 
surgeons.  It  takes  a special  doctor  to 
be  involved  with  SRS,  according  to 
Chubb.  “The  doctors  here,”  she  re- 
ported, “feel  it's  a subspecialty  in- 
volving techniques  that  are  being  pio- 
neered. They  are  fascinated  in  doing 
something  new,  creating  and  perfect- 
ing surgery  techniques.”  Chubb  be- 
lieves fascination  about  the  “exciting 
research”  that  the  Horton  Center  per- 
forms is  what  drives  the  surgeons 
there  and  that  negativity  from  soci- 
ety would  not  diminish  their  dedica- 
tion. “No  one  here  is  afraid  of 
society's  thoughts,”  she  volunteered. 
“We  cooperated  for  a feature  in  a 
local  newspaper."  And  they  would 
do  so  again,  she  said,  “just  so  long 


as  our  clients  are  not  portrayed  as  a 
freakshow.” 

To  understand  why  there  is  such 
a shortage  of  SRS  specialists,  Eli 
Coleman,  director  of  PHS,  said  to 
“look  at  the  assumption  of  demand, 
how  many  requests  for  surgery  there 
are  in  a given  year.”  Surprisingly,  and 
perhaps  mistakenly,  Coleman  be- 
lieves this  number  is  relatively  low. 
“The  demand  is  concentrated,”  he 
said.  “And  there’s  only  a few  (sur- 
geons) who  have  experience  and 
have  concentrated  on  reassignment 
surgery.”  Coleman  also  believes  SRS 
demands  a major  professional  com- 
mitment. A surgeon  should  devote 
to  the  specialty  and  not  just  do  a few 
a year.” 

In  short,  most  professionals  be- 
lieve that  the  main  reasons  that  keep 
most  surgeons  from  practicing  SRS 
are  the  high  degree  of  difficulty  in- 
volved in  the  procedures  and  a per- 
ceived low'  demand  for  the  surgery. 

Understandably,  many  trans- 
sexuals suffer  from  severe  mental 
stress,  though  often  of  a temporary 
nature.  Severe  depression  is  also  not 
an  uncommon  state  for  a transsexual. 
Most  would  rather  die  than  live  in 
the  “w'rong  body,”  and  many  sadly 
do.  Ask  a transsexual  what  he/she 
wishes  for  most  in  life  and  more  times 
than  not,  surgery  tops  the  list  because 
surgery  is  seen  as  a cure  for  nature’s 
mistake.  The  frustrating  and  pains- 
taking ordeal  between  raising  opera- 
tion funds  and  finding  a surgeon  can 
prove  to  be  the  fatal  blow  to  the  spirit 
of  a transsexual.  Suicides  are  high 
because  the  cost  of  surgery  is  so  as- 
tronomical. 

SRS  is  not  an  essential  need  for 
every  transsexual.  For  some  F2Ms  and 
M2Fs,  altering  their  exterior  appear- 
ance and  taking  hormones  are  suffi- 
cient by  themselves,  without  genital 
surgery,  to  transform  the  mind  and 
the  body  into  a more  “wiiole”  state. 
But  many  who  do  want  to  take  that 
one  last  step  find  themselves  finan- 
cially overwhelmed  and  emotionally 
overwrought. 

Many  TSs  feel  government  in- 
volvement in  curbing  the  rising  cost 
of  health  care,  and  the  implementa- 
tion of  more  inclusive  medical  assis- 
tance at  state  and  federal  levels, 
would  aid  in  transsexuals’  fight  for 
survival.  For  the  one  billion  dollar 
price  tag  of  just  one  B-2  bomber  (a 
plane  that  was  originally  designed  to 
deliver  nuclear  bombs  inside  the  So- 
viet Union),  the  lives  of  hundreds  of 


transsexuals  could  be  saved  or  trans- 
formed. (The  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  recently  allocated  $493  mil- 
lion to  expand  the  B-2  warplane’s 
production.)  However,  with  the  cur- 
rent trend  toward  less,  rather  than 
more,  government  involvement  in 
health  care,  the  likelihood  of  federal 
intervention  for  TS  surgery  is  dim. 

Other  TSs  look  to  greater  un- 
derstanding from  insurance  compa- 
nies. The  hope  is  that  these  corpora- 
tions can  be  better  educated  about 
transsexuality.  Clearing  up  the  medi- 
cal insurance  industry’s  misconcep- 
tions about  why  SRS  is  a necessity 
and  not  a choice  could  open  the  door 
for  coverage.  These  companies  need 
to  be  informed  about  why  SRS  is  of- 
ten times  a matter  of  life  and  death, 
one  that  involves  living  free  of  fear 
and  stress,  versus  an  existence  spent 
hiding. 

A large  number  of  TS  people 
feel  SRS  should  be  classified  with 
“birth  defect  corrections.”  If  it  were, 
SRS  would  fall  into  a broader  area  of 
medicine  w'here  it  would  be  masked 
from  society’s  disapprovers,  and  in- 
surance companies  would  have  to 
cover  procedures.  SRS  might  even 
receive  more  than  a chapter  or  two 
in  a medical  school  text. 

If  there  is  to  be  a campaign  to 
recruit  gifted  plastic  surgeons,  neu- 
rologists, and  urologists  to  the  SRS 
field,  then  the  demand  will  need  to 
be  heard.  Outreach  between  the  TG 
community  and  the  medical  commu- 
nity is  critical.  In  addition  to  pres- 
ences at  gatherings  like  the  annual 
conventions  of  the  American  Psychi- 
atric Association,  the  American  Psy- 
chological Association  and  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Social  Workers, 
the  major  TG  organizations  should 
make  the  needs  of  the  transsexuals 
in  our  community  knowm  at  the 
American  Medical  Association  con- 
ventions as  well.  Between  the  hu- 
manitarian and  financial  rewards, 
surely  a larger  number  of  physicians 
willing  to  specialize  in  sex  reassign- 
ment surgery  could  be  found. 

Until  then,  TSs  with  a critical 
need  for  SRS  will  continue  to  face  an 
even  more  critical  shortage  of  sur- 
geons available  to  perform  it.  At  the 
moment,  as  more  TG  individuals  con- 
tinue to  discover  their  transsexual 
nature,  the  SRS  surgeon  crisis  will 
only  grow  worse. 

I Join  the  IFGE  NOW!  I 
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masculine  females  are  usually  just  as- 
sumed to  he  normal  women  or  les- 
bians. While  this  phenomenon  may 
make  it  easier  for  F2Ms  to  express 
some  of  their  true  selves  prior  to  tran- 
sition, it  also  serves  to  render  them 
invisible  and  sometimes  even  to  com- 
plicate and  delay  their  coming  out. 

All  this  is  now  changing,  how- 
ever. As  F2Ms  become  ever  more  vis- 
ible in  both  the  media  and  the  gen- 
der community,  more  and  more  of 
them  are  realizing  who  they  are  and 
transitioning  in  numbers  now  ap- 
proaching those  of  M2Fs. 

Visibility,  community,  and  pride 
were  the  hallmarks  of  the  conference, 
as  speakers  repeatedly  emphasized 
the  fact  that,  as  James  Green  put  it, 
“Invisibility  does  not  equal  accep- 
tance.” Among  those  opening  the 
conference  on  Friday  night  were  site 
anager  Marcus  Arana,  keynote 
speaker  James  Green  of  FTM  Inter- 
national, conference  coordinator  Sky 
Renfro,  and  transgender  activist  Leslie 
Feinberg.  Also  contributing  were 
photographer  Loren  Cameron,  who 
presented  a slide  show  of  his  exhib- 
its Our  Vision,  Our  Voices ; Trans- 
sexual Portraits  and  Nudes  i\nd  Body 
Alchemy;  performance  artist  and 
playwright  David  Harrison,  who  pre- 
sented excerpts  from  his  one-man 
show  FTM;  and  Marco  Bucklen,  who 
presented  a martial  arts  exhibition. 

Saturday’s  program  consisted  of 
a series  of  workshops  on  a wide  va- 
riety of  topics  ranging  from  transgen- 
dered  and  transsexual  researchers’ 
academic  perspectives  on  F2Ms,  to 
M2F/F2M  issues,  to  therapists,  to 
workshops  for  partners  of  F2Ms.  For 
F2Ms  the  only  complaint  was  that  it 
was  physically  impossible  for  one 
person  to  attend  them  all  (although 
audio  tapes  of  the  proceedings  are 
available  from  FTM  International). 

The  first  workshop  I attended 
was  "Living  Long  Term  in  Transsexual 
Bodies,”  presented  by  moderator  Ja- 
son Cromwell  of  the  Ingersoll  Gen- 
der Center,  along  with  Steve  Dain  and 
John  Garrigues,  both  of  whom  ap- 
peared in  the  1980  HBO  documen- 
tary What  Sex  Am  I?,  and  Jude  Patton, 
whose  pioneering  work  with  Sister 
Maiy  Elizabeth  in  the  1980s  helped 
to  provide  transsexuals  with  critical 
information  and  resources.  Panelists 
discussed  both  the  medical  and  psy- 
chological ramifications  of  long-term 
transition,  saying  that,  with  neither 
prostates  nor  female  reproductive  or- 
gans, our  chances  for  longevity  were 


A Report  on  the  First  F2M 
Conference  of  the  Americas 

by  Andy  Gavin 


The  first  conference  ever  specifically 
for  and  about  female  to  male-identi- 
fied individuals  was  held  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, August  18-20,  1995.  It  gave  par- 
ticipants the  opportunity  to  meet  men 
with  similar  backgrounds,  to  learn 
from  F2M  panelists  and  speakers,  and 
to  obtain  information  from  health  care 
professionals.  With  around  three  hun- 
dred attendees  consisting  of  F2Ms, 
partners,  and  friends,  the  conference 
demonstrated  that  we  are  increasing 
in  both  numbers  and  visibility.  Ac- 
cording to  Merissa  Sherill  Lynn,  re- 
tired Executive  Director  and  Founder 
of  IFGE,  previously  M2Fs  had  out- 
numbered F2Ms  by  more  than  twenty 
to  one  at  TG-themed  events  and  on 


the  boards  of  various  transgender  or- 
ganizations. That  made  this  conven- 
tion not  only  the  largest  gathering  of 
F2Ms  in  history,  but  also  the  best  at- 
tended event  of  any  kind  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  modern  transgender 
movement. 

Most  people,  even  within  the 
gender  community,  still  think  of 
transsexuals  as  genetic  males  who 
have  become  female,  partly  because 
male  bodies  in  dresses  have  far 
greater  media  shock  value  than  fe- 
male bodies  in  trousers,  and  partly 
because  our  society  allows  genetic 
females  more  freedom  to  be  mascu- 
line than  vice  versa.  Males  in  dresses 
are  instantly  sensationalistic,  while 
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probably  very  good.  Steve  Dain  ex- 
plained that  no  matter  how  long  an 
F2M  has  been  transitioned  and  no 
matter  how  hilly  he  passes,  once 
many  people  learn  of  an  F2M’s  past, 
they  begin  to  look  for  “evidence”  of 
it.  It’s  as  if  they  believe  that  there  is 
some  sort  of  inherent  “truth”  in  our 
chromosomes  that  will  eventually 
manifest  itself,  thus  giving  them  the 
opportunity  to  say,  “Oh  yeah,  you 
can  tell.” 

When  Steve  was  running  his 
construction  company,  he  would  tell 
the  crew  to  “leave  this  place  cleaner 
than  you  found  it.”  This  is  a pretty 
standard  thing  for  any  construction 
boss  to  say,  but  some  of  those  who 
knew  of  Steve’s  past  chose  to  inter- 
pret it  as  a lingering  feminine  preoc- 
cupation with  neatness,  failing  to  un- 
derstand that,  although  Steve  had 
lived  a woman,  he  had  never  really 
been  one.  Had  they  not  known  of 
Steve’s  transition,  of  course,  his  crew 
never  would  have  dreamed  of  think- 
ing along  such  lines. 

The  message  was  clear:  trans- 
sexuals can  disappear,  but  we  can 
never  really  get  away  from  what  we 
are.  Even  if  no  one  else  knows,  we 
know.  Although  F2Ms  are  men  in  ev- 
ery sense  of  the  word,  we  are  not 
genetic  and  are  never  going  to  be. 
We  are  men  with  unique  back- 
grounds and  experiences  which  stay 
with  us  no  matter  how  good  we  look 
or  how  well  we  fit  in.  Unless  F2Ms 
can  make  peace  with  that  fact,  it  will 
be  difficult  for  them  to  achieve  self- 
acceptance. As  I go  through  my  own 
transition,  I occasionally  run  into 
people  who  insist  on  seeing  things 
in  me  that  just  aren’t  there  (usually 
as  a result  of  their  own  projections 
and  expectations).  It  is  often  tempt- 
ing to  think,  “Just  wait  'til  my  beard 
comes  in”  and  to  dream  of  the  day 
when  passing  is  something  I no 
longer  have  to  think  about  or  work 
at.  However,  this  panel  made  me  re- 
alize all  the  facial  hair  in  the  world 
will  not  make  me  genetic. 

Steve’s  story  also  made  me  re- 
alize that  F2Ms  face  two  alternatives. 
We  can  work  hard  to  avoid  the 
people  who  know  of  our  pasts,  or 
we  simply  cease  to  care  what  they 
think.  We  can  react  to  people  like 
those  who  attempted  to  see  feminine 
behavior  in  Steve  by  thinking, 
“Damn,  if  only  they  didn’t  know  what 
1 was,  then  they  wouldn't  have  said 
that  about  me.”  Or  we  can  tell  our- 
selves, “I’m  a man.  I know  I'm  a man. 


If  people  want  to  be  stupid  enough 
to  look  for  something  that  isn’t  there 
just  because  they  know  something 
about  my  chromosomes,  so  what?  It’s 
their  mistake.” 

Next,  I attended  a workshop  on 
F2M  Sexuality,  moderated  by  Sky 
Renfro.  This  was  restricted  to  F2Ms 
only  so  that  the  men  attending  could 
feel  comfortable  opening  up  about 
such  a sensitive  subject.  It  consisted 
of  frank,  open  discussions  about 
F2Ms  and  our  experiences  as  sexual 
beings.  We  spoke  of  safer  sex  prac- 
tices, the  use  of  prosthetics,  our  feel- 
ings surrounding  having  the  “wrong” 
plumbing.  We  also  explored  what 
F2Ms  did  and  didn't  feel  comfortable 
doing  with  partners,  who  those  part- 
ners were  (many,  including  myself, 
were  gay  or  bi  male-identified),  and 
how  our  feelings  and  sexual  behav- 


“Police  sergeant 
Stephan  Thorne 
spoke  movingly  of 
how  both  the 
murder  of  Brandon 
Teena  and  police 
complicity  in  it  had 
crystallized  his  own 
decision  to 
transition  on  the 
job.  ” 


ior  often  changed  as  we  went  through 
transition.  While  some  men’s  attrac- 
tion to  women,  men,  or  both  re- 
mained constant  through  transition, 
many  others  discovered  an  unprec- 
edented capacity  for  bisexuality  when 
they  went  on  hormones. 

After  the  sexuality  panel,  I at- 
tended the  workshop  on  Queer/ 
Straight  Issues,  moderated  by  Shadow 
Morton,  Marcus  Arana,  and  Jeff 
Shevlowitz.  Part  of  the  workshop  ad- 
dressed diversity  of  sexual  identity 
within  the  F2M  community  (an  in- 
formal poll  taken  by  some  attendees 
indicates  that  some  forty  percent  of 
the  F2Ms  attending  identified  as  gay 
or  bisexual  men),  as  well  as  our  ex- 
periences, both  good  and  bad,  deal- 
ing with  the  gay  and  lesbian  com- 
munities. The  workshop  also  ended 


up  addressing  ethnic  and  racial  di- 
versity, as  some  attendees  spoke  of 
their  experiences  as  minorities  within 
a minority. 

The  final  panel  that  I was  able 
to  attend  on  Saturday,  was  a presen- 
tation on  relationships  by  Stephan 
Thorne  and  his  partner,  Michiko. 
They  addressed  the  issues  F2Ms  face 
in  finding  partners  and  relationships 
as  men.  It  focused  especially  on  the 
situations  faced  by  hetero  and  bi- 
sexual F2Ms  who  have  spend  the 
years  prior  to  transition  in  the  les- 
bian community  and  often  feel  a 
sense  of  loss  upon  leaving  it.  It  also 
presented  the  encouraging  news  that, 
even  among  women  identifying  as 
lesbians,  some  were  still  receptive  to 
the  idea  of  dating  men  who  had  not 
experienced  traditional  male  social- 
ization. 

Sunday’s  activities  were  given 
over  to  presentations  from  the  medi- 
cal community.  Endocrinologists  told 
the  audience  what  effects  to  expect 
from  testosterone,  both  positive  (fa- 
cial hair,  deeper  voice,  masculine 
build)  and  negative  (acne,  increased 
heart  attack  risk).  They  assured  us 
that  the  hormones  do  not  come  from 
animals,  as  some  feared,  but  are  syn- 
thesized in  a lab. 

Plastic  surgeon  Dr.  Michael 
Brownstein,  who  has  had  extensive 
experience  working  with  F2Ms,  next 
discussed  various  approaches  to  chest 
reconstruction  surgery.  Some  previ- 
ous methods  had  left  an  undesirable 
half-moon  scar  which  too  closely 
hinted  at  the  shape  of  a breast.  But 
todayOs  methods  come  closer  to  cre- 
ating a natural-looking  male  chest. 

In  the  keyhole  surgery  method, 
which  leaves  very  little  scaring  but 
works  mainly  for  patients  with  veiy 
small  chests,  the  surgeons  make  an 
incision  around  the  areola  and  then 
liposuctions  out  the  fatty  tissue.  In 
the  double  incision  method,  surgeons 
open  the  chest  horizontally  in  order 
to  best  extract  the  fatty  tissue.  They 
then  move  and  re-size  the  nipple  and 
areola  in  order  to  create  a more  natu- 
ral male  look,  with  the  resulting  hori- 
zontal scars  designed  to  fade  into  and 
mimic  the  pectoral  fold. 

Plastic  surgeon  Donald  Laub  in- 
troduced the  audience  to  the  latest 
in  genital  reconstruction  techniques. 
This  is  one  department  where  we  are 
not  as  far  ahead  as  our 


Continued  on  Page  45 
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THE  LADIES  ROOM 

A Guide  for  Crossdressers 

by  Leslie  A. 


Here  are  a few  suggestions  on  cop- 
ing with  and  overcoming  that  trauma 
called,  The  Ladies  Room.  Eventually 
all  transgendered  men  who  venture 
out  en  femme  arrive  at  that  point 
when  they  can  no  longer  avoid  the 
inevitable  and  a trip  to  the  Ladies 
room  is  a must.  That  first  trip  is  the 
worst  and  even  though  it  seems  to 
got  easier,  each  time  there  is  always 
a bit  of  apprehension  when  we  have 
to  “go”. 

Tip  1.  Wait  until  you  have 
reached  the  desperate  stage  and  there 
is  no  other  choice.  As  we  procrasti- 
nate we  get  timid  and/or  self-con- 
scious and  that  is  fatal  whether  you 
are  shopping  or  going  to  the  Ladies 
Room.  Believe  it  or  not,  you  must 
approach  this  trip  positively,  aggres- 
sively, and  confidently.  Anything  less 
will  create  suspicion.  So,  from  des- 
peration is  born  confidence.  As  you 
will  see  later,  speed  is  of  the  essence, 
and  desperation  in  this  matter  will 
generate  speed. 

Tip  2.  Pick  a restroom  that  is 
relatively  secluded  but  not  particu- 
larly well  used  and  of  moderate  size; 
if  you  have  a choice,  as  in  a mall. 
On  that  first  visit  avoid  the  large  pub- 
lic facilities  because  your  discomfort 
level  wrill  be  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  number  of  people  you  are  likely 
to  meet.  It  is  very  common  in  a la- 
dies room  to  have  to  wait,  along  with 
the  other  ladies,  for  an  available  cu- 
bicle. 

The  others  may  or  may  not  feel 
inclined  to  scrutinize  you,  probably 
not  but  one  never  knows.  The  small 
ladies  rooms  are  the  most  uncom- 
fortable, especially  in  a crowded 
place  like  a night  club  or  restaurant. 
The  wait  is  often  long,  the  line 
crowded  and  the  clientele  curious. 
Not  good!  If  possible  go  during  a 
“down  time.”  (See  Tip  4.) 

Tip  3.  Ladies  don't  visit  a toilet, 


they  go  and  have  done  with  it,  so  do 
not  loiter,  linger  or  otherwise  delay 
your  trip.  This  is  a mission  not  a 
guided  tour.  If  your  make-up  needs 
fixing  do  it  someplace  else,  not  here, 
not  now.  Get  in,  get  out,  and  reduce 
the  opportunity  for  being  observed. 
Remember  Tip  #1,  speed  is  of  the 
essence. 

Tip  4.  If  possible,  watch  the  la- 
dies room  entry  and  see  how  many 
have  entered  and  how  many  have 
left  in  some  predetermined  period, 
like  say,  five  minutes.  If  the  traffic  is 
steady  and  there  seems  to  be  little 
or  no  wait,  do  it!  If  a person  enters 
and  five  minutes  later  is  still  in  there 
then  either  she  has  drowned,  there 
is  a long  line,  or  there  is  a back  en- 
trance. The  second  being  most  likely. 
Or,  simply  watch  a selected  person, 
count  the  number  of  persons  who 
enter  after  she  does  and  until  she 
leaves.  Now  you  know  how  many 
are  in  there  and  how  long  it  will  take. 


If  all  else  fails,  have  a female  friend 
perform  a scouting  mission,  maybe 
even  accompany  you.  There  is  safety 
in  numbers. 

Tip  5.  Be  aware  that  behind  any 
door  there  may  be  a person,  or  per- 
sons standing.  Tip  4 can  help  elimi- 
nate surprises  but  not  if  the  person 
is  simply  waiting.  Maybe  a group 


(two  or  more)  is  standing  there  dis- 
cussing their  respective  dates  or  their 
late  evening  plans.  Visiting,  contrary 
to  Tip  2,  but  it  does  happen,  espe- 
cially in  a work  or  office  environ- 
ment. Such  a group  will  examine  ev- 
ery person  who  enters  since  the 
group  wants  privacy  and  they  want 
to  see  just  what  you  are  up  to.  So 
Tip  3,  get  in  get  out,  and  don’t  be 
surprised  by  a frown. 

If  you  expect  the  unexpected, 
it  will  be  easier  to  handle  than  total 
surprise. 

Tip  6.  Be  a Lady.  What  can  be 
more  of  a give  away  than  feet  point- 
ing in  the  wrong  direction?  It  is  even 
a good  idea  to  practice  at  home  so 
that  when  the  time  comes  It  will  be 
a practiced  event  if  not  a natural  one. 
Basically,  you  sit  and  keep  as  silent 
as  possible.  It  is  easy  with  practice. 

What  that  also  says  is  that  what 
you  wear  can  have  as  much  an  ef- 
fect on  your  femininity  as  how  you 
wear  it.  I once  wore  a jump  suit,  quite 
stylish,  very  chic,  and  totally  impos- 
sible to  got  into  and  out  of  in  a la- 
dies room  cubicle.  I had  to  virtually 
disrobe,  sleeves  dangling  and  quite 
unmanageable.  Needless  to  say  I no 
longer  wear  jump  suits,  and  what  I 
wear  has  an  “easy  access”  style.  This 
is  an  excellent  argument  for  hose  and 
garter  belts  versus  pantyhose. 

Tip  7.  Related  to  Tip  2.  Don't 
be  vain.  If  your  make-up  needs  ad- 
justing then  maybe  you  shouldn't  be 
out  in  the  first  place.  Nose  powder? 
Do  it  at  the  table  or  someplace  else 
less  conspicuous  than  in  front  of  other 
close-in  ladies. 

Tip  8.  Relax,  it  has  to  be  done, 
others  have  done  it  successfully  be- 
fore you,  and  even  a chance  encoun- 
ter is  less  embarrassing  to  a Lady  than 
an  “accident.”  fe 
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INNER  WOMAN  (or  MAN) 

by  Tina  Tessina,  PhD,  MFCC 


M any  members  of  the  TG  commu- 
nity— both  CDs  and  TSs — spend 
much  time  and  money  on  tapes, 
courses  and  workshops  on  how  to 
act  and  sound  like  a member  of  the 
“opposite”  gender.  In  order  to  pass, 
they  work  very  hard  to  consciously 
learn  to  emulate  what  they  consider 
“female”  or  “male.”  But  there  is  an 
easier,  quicker  and  cost-free  way  to 
reach  the  same  goal:  Using  “visual- 
ization” exercises  to  tap  into  your 
“Inner  Woman”  or  “Inner  Man.” 
According  to  psychologists,  we 
all  have  a number  of  internalized 
“personalities,”  lodged  deep  in  the 
unconscious,  which  we  have  picked 
up,  primarily  in  childhood,  from  in- 
fluential people  around  us.  We  have 


an  Inner  Parent,  unconsciously  mod- 
eled on  our  own  parents,  an  Inner 
Critic,  modeled  on  the  most  critical 
figures  in  our  lives,  an  Inner  Child, 
which  contains  much  of  the  person- 
ality of  the  child  we  were,  and  of 
course,  our  Inner  Man  and  Woman, 
modeled  in  most  cases  after  the  sig- 
nificant male  and  female  influences 
on  us  as  children. 

Usually  males  model  their  con- 
cept of  male  behavior  on  their  Inner 
Man  and  females  on  their  Inner 
Woman.  This  modeling  is  generally 
instinctive  and  unconscious.  We  sim- 
ply “act"  like  a man  (or  woman),  with- 
out thinking  much  about  what  we  are 
doing  or  how  we  are  doing  it. 

But  we  all  posses  both  an  Inner 


Man  and  Woman.  Though  we  may 
be  born  males,  we  can  still  access 
our  Inner  Woman  (and  vice  versa  for 
those  born  women.). 

That  Inner  Woman  is  a fully  de- 
veloped female  who  already  auto- 
matically acts  and  reacts  exactly  the 
way  you  have  observed  women  act- 
ing in  the  past.  She  already  walks, 
talks  and  behaves  “just  like  a 
woman.”  She  doesn't  need  to  take 
lessons  or  read  books  to  act  female 
because  she  is,  down  to  her  deepest 
core,  fully  feminine.  All  you  have  to 
do  is  tap  into  her,  and  let  your  Inner 
Woman  do  the  rest. 

You  can  access  your  Inner 
Woman  with  the  same  kind  of  “visu- 
alization” or  “mental  rehearsal”  tech- 
niques that  athletes,  business  people, 
and  artists  use  to  enhance  their  per- 
formance. The  idea  that  mentally  vi- 
sualizing something  can  have  a pow- 
erful effect  may  seem  unusual.  But 
scientific  studies  prove  that  imagin- 
ing an  event  happening  can  produce 
much  the  same  effect  on  the  body 
and  mind  as  actually  doing  it.  Just 
imagine  biting  into  a lemon  or  an 
unpleasant  event.  The  first  can  cause 
you  to  salivate,  the  second  can  in- 
crease your  anxiety  or  stress  level. 

In  the  same  way,  visualizing 
your  Inner  Woman  can  link  you  with 
that  part  of  your  unconscious  per- 
sonality, liberating  the  female  part  of 
yourself,  and  allowing  it  to  come  to 
the  fore  either  on  demand  if  you  are 
a CD,  or  full-time,  if  you  are  a TS. 

The  following  exercise  will 
show  you  how  to  use  your  imagina- 
tion to  tap  into  and  develop  your 
Inner  Woman.  (F2Ms  can  simply  re- 
verse the  spin  to  access  their  Inner 
Man. ) 

(Tor  best  results,  read  these  in- 
structions onto  tape,  or  have  a friend 
read  them  for  you.) 

1.  Choose  a Model.  Pick  a fe- 
male figure  you  admire,  were  deeply 
influenced  by,  or  simply  wish  you 
were  like.  This  figure  can  be  drawn 
from  friends,  public  figures,  histori- 
cal characters,  women  from  comic- 
books, movies,  literature,  or  even 
from  Greek,  Roman,  Native  Ameri- 
can, Celtic  or  other  myths. 

2.  Determine  What  You  Find  The 
Feminine  Ideal.  Study  these  women, 
and  try  to  determine  what  it  is  about 
them  that  makes  them  female  role 
models  for  you.  Is  it  kindness  in  the 
face  of  difficulty?  A strong  nurturing 
quality?  Serenity  and  inner  peace? 
Courage?  Style?  Perceptivity?  Em- 
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The  Inner  Woman  is  a fully  developed 
female  who  already  automatically  acts  and 
reacts  exactly  the  way  you  have  observed 
women  acting  in  the  past. 


pathy?  Questing  for  knowledge? 
Write  a definition  of  femininity  that 
incorporates  that  aspect  of  your  In- 
ner Woman  (or  even  women).  For 
example:  “My  Inner  Woman  is  a 
strong,  wise  female  Woman  who  is 
caring  and  generous  to  those  who 
need  help.”  Or,  “My  Inner  Woman  is 
a warm,  nurturing,  motherly  female 
who  is  strong  enough  to  protect  her- 
self and  her  children  from  violence 
and  danger.”  Or,  "My  Inner  Woman 
is  a stunning  female,  w ho  is  beauti- 
fully dressed  and  groomed.”  Or,  "My 
Inner  Woman  is  the  sexiest  thing  on 
the  block!” 

3.  Create  At:  Image  Of  Your  In- 
ner Woman.  Using  these  qualities, 
put  together  a composite  mental  pic- 
ture of  your  Inner  Woman,  includ- 
ing personality,  clothing,  facial  fea- 
tures, body  type,  lifestyle,  voice, 
movement,  manner  of  dressing,  etc. 
Give  her  a name,  either  a regular 
name  you've  always  liked  such  as 
Rebecca  or  Maria,  or  a descriptive 
name  such  as  The  Nurturer,  or  Glam- 
orous Glinda,  or  Momma  Lion.  By 
doing  this,  you  separate  your  role 
model  from  the  original  and  make 
her  more  adaptable  to  your  own  life. 
Practice  mentally  dressing  her  in  dif- 
ferent styles,  seeing  her  in  different 
activities,  and  imagine  watching  how 
she  interacts  with  other  people. 

4.  Imagine  T/je  Effect  of  Your  In- 
ner Woman  on  Your  Daily  Life.  Once 
the  mental  picture  of  your  Inner 
Woman  is  complete,  picture  her  liv- 
ing your  life.  (Picturing  someone  else, 
who  feels  more  feminine  than  you 
do,  will  give  you  a new  perspective 
on  how  you  would  act  and  react  to 
the  daily  course  of  your  life  if  you 
were  living  it  as  a woman.)  What 
would  it  be  like  if  your  Inner  Woman 
image  showed  up  at  work  in  your 
place?  How  would  she  get  along  with 
your  friends?  What  would  she  change 
about  the  look  of  your  home?  How 
does  she  wear  her  clothing? 

5)  Access  Your  Inner  Woman. 
Use  the  following  six-step  program 


to  open  your  unconscious  and  liber- 
ate your  Inner  Woman  any  time  you 
want  to  act  and  pass  as  female. 

A)  Find  a quiet,  comfortable 
place  to  sit. 

B)  Take  a few  minutes  to  dear 
your  mind.  (You  might  like  to  men- 
tally repeat  a simple  prayer  or  man- 
tra, to  help  accomplish  this.) 

C)  Begin  by  intensely  imagin- 
ing yourself  as  your  Inner  Woman. 
Picture  yourself  with  her  features, 
mannerisms,  etc.  Make  this  as  intense 
and  complete  as  possible. 

I))  Mentally  see  yourself  going 
through  the  next  hours  as  your  Inner 
Woman.  Picture  yourself  wearing 
what  she  would  wear,  eating  as  she 
would  eat,  saying  what  she  would 
say,  doing  what  she  would  do.  (Pay 
careful  attention  to  how  she  reacts 
to  and  treats  others  and  how  others 
react  to  and  treat  her.) 

E)  Tiy  to  sense,  see  and  experi- 
ence everything  you  are  imagining 
as  completely  as  possible,  until  you 
feel  you  are  your  Inner  Woman. 

F)  Make  any  changes  that  would 
allow'  you  to  be  more  comfortable 
as  her.  If  your  Inner  Woman  is  so 
soft  and  nurturing  she  gives  in  to 
people  too  easily,  make  her  a little 
stronger.  If  she  is  too  perfect,  give 
her  a few  minor  flaws,  less  beauty, 
or  allow  her  to  make  a few  mistakes, 
to  make  her  more  realistic.  Play  with 
the  scenario  until  you  are  comfort- 
able enough  with  your  feminine 


model  to  aspire  to  be  like  her. 

6.  Bring  Your  Inner  Woman 
Into  Real  Life.  When  you  are  ready 
to  enjoy  your  own  femininity,  build 
up  a strong  image  of  your  Inner 
Woman  as  described  above.  Practice 
living  your  life  as  she  would  live  it. 
This  may  seem  difficult  or  scary  at 
first,  but  if  you  take  it  one  small  step 
at  a time,  the  results  will  be  astound- 
ing. To  begin,  just  try  adopting  some 
of  your  Inner  Woman's  attitudes.  For 
example,  you  could  be  more  cheer- 
ful in  the  morning,  or  more  confi- 
dent at  work.  Use  your  feminine  im- 
age as  a model.  You  can  try  out  the 
changes  in  your  imagination  before 
you  actually  act  on  them.  When  the 
need  to  interact,  act,  or  react  as  a 
woman  arises,  imagine  how  your  In- 
ner Woman  would  handle  it. 

7.  Becoming  Your  Inner 
Woman.  When  you  feel  insecure  or 
at  a loss  when  passing  as  a woman, 
you  can  alwrays  invoke  your  Inner 
Woman  and  let  her  handle  the  situa- 
tion. Imagine  consulting  your  Inner 
Woman  about  the  issue.  Then  do 
w'hat  you  feel  she  would  do.  After  a 
w'hile,  you  will  find  you  no  longer 
need  to  consult  her.  You  will  have 
begun  instinctively  acting,  talking, 
being  your  Inner  Woman  in  every 
situation.  Any  time  you  wish  to,  you 
will  naturally  become  your  Inner 
Woman.  fe 
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CUBA’S 

TRANSGENDERED  PERFORMERS 


A Photo-essay 

by  David  Stork 


The  transgendered  in  many  nations,  particularly 
those  that  are  authoritarian,  live  in  fear  and  must 
keep  their  secret  lives  and  yearnings  hidden  from 
the  authorities.  The  penalty  for  discovery  is  prison, 
punishment,  slave  labor  camps,  mutilation,  and  even 
death. 

Cuba,  under  Castro,  is  no  different.  Added 
to  the  oppressions  of  authority  are  the  age  old  tra- 
ditions of  machismo.  The  gender-gifted  and  gender 
different — from  “mere”  crossdressers  to  “flagrant” 
drag  queens,  and  everyone  in  between — all  live  in 
constant  fear.  When  discovered,  they  are  subject  to 
violence,  intimidation,  arrest. 

Yet  a few  brave  performers  and  troupes  of  performers  constantly  push  at 
the  boundaries  of  Cuban  society  (as  others  like  them  do  in  other  repressed  nations) 
by  presenting  comic  “drag”  shows  that  fall  directly  on  the  borderline  of  legality  and 
permissibility. 

One  of  the  establishments  that  hosts  such  performances  is  the  La  Tisana 
restaurant  in  Camaguey.  Here  Hugo  Hernandez  presents  his  popular  parody  of  Ali- 
cia Alonso,  Cuba’s  reigning  prima  ballerina.  Dressed  as  women,  Hernandez  and  his 
troupe  make  mock  of  Alonso,  ballet  and  many  other  aspects  of  island  culture. 

But  their  performance  has  a deer  significance.  “We  are  tiying 
to  civilize  Cuba,”  says  Alside  Manso,  the  troupe’s 
makeup  artist.  What  Hernandez  and  the  oth- 
ers are  aiming  at  with  their  show  is  to  edu- 
cate Cubans  about  the  transgendered,  homo- 
sexuals and  other  gender  minorities. 

Recently,  British-born,  California- 
based  photographer,  David  Stork,  snapped  a 
series  of  historic  pictures  of  this  little-known 
aspect  of  Cuban  life.  Transgender  Tapestiy  is 
proud  to  be  the  first  magazine  in  the  United  States 
to  present  these  photographs  to  the  public.  They 
are  a fitting  tribute  to  Hugo  Hernandez  and  his 
brave  band  of  performers. 

Continued  on  Page  27. 
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Hunks  in  Frocks 

To  Wong  Foo: 

The  New  Drag  Film  Explosion 

by  Rebecca  Bell-Metereau,  Ph.D. 


[The  distinguished  author 
of  Hollywood  Androgyny , 
and  professor  of  English  at 
Southwest  Texas  State  Uni- 
versity, shares  her  views  in 
a Transgender  exclusive.] 


Recently,  there’s  been  an  explosion 
of  movies  featuring  hunks  in  frocks. 
When  I revised  Hollywood  An- 
drogyny  for  the  second  edition,  it  was 
to  respond  to  the  phenomenal  num- 
ber of  such  films  that  had  been  made 
between  the  time  of  its  first  publica- 
tion ( 1985)  and  1993.  But  since  then 
there  has  been  an  almost  exponen- 
tial growth  of  drag  movies.  Among 
them:  Priscilla,  Queen  of  the  Desert, 
Ed  Wood.  Just  Like  a Woman,  and, 
of  course,  To  Wong  Foo,  Thanks  for 
Everything,  Julie  Newmar. 

All  these  jocks  dressing  up  as 
women  represents  our  culture  com- 
ing to  terms  with  two  separate  issues. 
One  is  crossdressing  in  general.  The 
other  is  the  increased  numbers  of 
women  in  the  workplace  and  step- 
ping into  some  positions  of  power. 
Films  about  crossdressing,  transsexu- 
als, and  drag  queens  are  a kind  of 
symbolic  acceptance  of  these  two 
phenomena.  They’re  the  culture’s 
way  of  trying  to  make  itself  comfort- 
able with  a phenomenon  that  has  ex- 
isted for  a long  time.  But  culture  in 
the  movies  is  always  five,  ten,  fif- 
teen years  behind  what  is  really  go- 
ing on. 

One  drawback  is  that  when  men 
take  on  these  roles,  it  means  that 
women  aren’t  in  those  positions. 
These  films  feature  men  pretending 
to  be  women.  In  To  Wong  Foo, 
Thanks  for  Everything,  Julie  Newmar , 
for  instance,  you  have  a bunch  of 
drag  queens  coming  in  and  teaching 


the  women  how  to  be  women.  It 
goes  back  to  Tootsie,  where  Dustin 
Hoffman’s  character  had  to  come  in 
and  teach  the  women  how  to  stand 
up  for  themselves. 

But  this  sort  of  thing  is  fairly 
common  in  the  movies.  You’ll  see 
this  in  films  about  racial  issues  as 
well.  A white  male  who  will  come 
in  and  teach  a black  person  how  to 
take  power  for  himself.  You  see  that 
in  The  Shawshank  Redemption  and 
The  Power  of  One.  It  signals  some  ac- 
ceptance of,  at  the  least,  a mentoring 
role  by  a member  of  the  dominant 
culture  in  relation  to  this  group  that 
has  not  been  part  of  the  dominant 
culture. 

But  that’s  also  the  theme  of  al- 
most every  movie  that  has  an  Ameri- 
can feel  to  it.  The  little  guys,  the  un- 
derdogs, who  are  somehow  outcasts 
come  in  and  reform  the  larger  soci- 
ety. They  bring  out  what  is  decent  in 
that  society  — and  then  move  on. 

That’s  a typical  pattern  in  Ameri- 
can films,  like  the  Western,  and  you 
see  it  again  and  again  across  all 
genres.  The  three  queens  in  To  Wong 


Foo  could  be  Shane  done  in  drag. 
They  come  into  the  town,  they  revi- 
talize everyone’s  emotions,  they  bring 
out  what  is  right  and  ethical  in  them. 
They  teach  them  to  fight  the  forces 
of  oppression.  They  move  on,  and 
everyone  is  left  with  love  in  their 
hearts  for  these  people.  I don’t  know 
how  the  town  would  feel  about  it  if 
the  drag  queens  actually  stayed. 

To  Wong  Foo  itself  struck  me  as 
a confused  movie.  The  film  had  its 
heart  in  the  right  place  in  that  it  was 
trying  to  make  popular  audiences  like 
these  characters.  But  in  the  process 
of  trying  to  normalize  them,  it  re- 
moved all  their  sexuality. 

The  sexuality  of  the  trans- 
gendered  community,  particularly 
drag  queens,  is  something  the  popu- 
lar culture  remains  very  uncomfort- 
able with.  They  are  still  not  at  ease 
seeing  males  kissing  males.  They’re 
a little  less  disturbed  by  females  kiss- 
ing females. 

Not  too  long  ago,  I showed  a 
film  class  The  Wedding  Banquet. 
When  it  came  to  the  scene  where 
the  two  men  kissed,  there  was  the 
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usual  "Oh  God!”  All  the  athletic-type 
males  in  the  class  felt  obligated  to 
express  some  disapproval  at  that 
point.  They  reacted  much  the  same 
way  as  grade  school  kids  when  you 
mention  any  aspect  of  sexuality  or 
kissing,  they  all  groan,  “Oh,  gross.” 
The  American  public  is  still  at 
that  point  with  the  sexuality  of  ho- 
mosexuals, lesbians  and  the  trans- 
gendered.  Their  attitude  is,  "Okay, 
we  know  this  exists.  But  we  don't 
want  to  think  about  it.” 

The  townspeople  in  To  Wong 
Too  had  a similar  “Don’t  ask,  don’t 
tell”  mentality.  It  was  never  clear 
whether  they  knew  the  protagonists 
were  men  or  not.  It  is  so  obvious 
that  they  were  drag  queens,  and  not 
women,  it's  hard  to  imagine  that  the 
townspeople  would  not  have  known, 
but  they  seemed  to  behave  as  if  they 
weren’t  sure.  The  only  people  who 
seemed  to  make  an  issue  of  it  were 
the  bad  boys.  And  then  eventually 
they  ended  up  accepting  and  cham- 


pioning the  protagonists. 

Also,  that  whole  scene  at  the 
end  where  everyone  in  town  came 
out  and  said,  “I’m’  a drag  queen!” 
reminded  me  of  what  happened  in 
Denmark  when  the  Nazis  asked  the 
Danes  to  identify  the  Jews  by  mak- 
ing them  wear  a yellow  Star  of  David. 
All  the  Danish  people,  from  the  royal 
family  on  down  put  on  the  Star  — 
saying  in  effect,  “We're  all  Jewish 
here.” 

Over  all,  I didn't  feel  To  Wong 
Foo  was  a very  good  movie,  but  it 
did  have  some  interesting  points.  The 
film  is  very  typical  of  where  a lot  of 
the  national  sentiment  is  right  now. 
People  have  this  desire  to  be  more 
accepting,  but  it’s  really,  “I’ll  be  more 
accepting  as  long  as  this  isn't  shoved 


in  my  face  too  much.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  film 
probably  helps  the  transgendered 
community,  if  only  because  it  makes 
these  characters  a more  familiar  part 
of  the  landscape.  I think  that  any- 
thing we  can  do  to  familiarize  people 
with  the  community  helps,  even  if 
there  is  some  distortion.  In  the  early 
days  of  television,  the  networks 
would  not  allow  pregnant  women  to 
be  shown  or  pregnancy  to  be  men- 
tioned. Once  they  lifted  that  ban,  it 
was  an  improvement,  even  if  they 
misrepresented  pregnancy  to  some 
degree. 

The  same  is  true  with  the  lifting 
of  the  ban  against  portraying  the  gay 
and  transgendered  communities  on 
television  and  the  movies.  The  re- 
sulting programs  and  films  may  be 
filled  with  stereotypes,  they  may  not 
be  very  accurate,  but  the  more  they 
are  something  that  people  see  in  any 
form,  the  more  accustomed  they  be- 
come to  the  presence  of  the  trans- 
gendered and  gays  among  them.  It’s 
not  one  hundred  percent  positive,  but 
over  all,  on  balance,  this  portrayal  of 
the  TG  world  is  a positive  thing,  an 
important  step. 

These  movies  make  people 
more  aware  that  the  transgendered 
exist.  Take  the  little  scene  where 
Stockard  Channing’s  character  tells 
Patrick  Swayze’s  character,  "Women 
don't  have  an  Adam’s  apple,  and  I 
noticed  you  have  an  Adam's  apple.” 
Swayze  asks,  “What  does  that  mean?” 
And  Channing  replies,  “It  means  that 
I have  a lady  friend  who  has  an 
Adam’s  apple.”  That’s  going  to  make 
people  more  sensitive  to  the  gender 
cues.  Now  what  people  are  going  to 
do  with  those,  is  another  matter. 


In  general,  the  way  the  trans- 
gendered are  being  presented,  espe- 
cially in  comedy,  is  an  attempt  to 
increase  their  level  of  acceptance. 
The  fact  that  Arnold  Schwarzenegger, 
Terance  Stamp,  Adrian  Pasdar,  Patrick 


Swayze,  Westly  Snipes,  all  these  men 
who  are  regarded  as  emblematic  of 
the  typical  heterosexual  male,  have 
donned  drag  is  going  to  make  it  a 
little  easier  for  the  transgendered. 
Things  are  going  to  become  a easier 
for  people  who  simply  want  to  try 
out  a gender  reversal  just  for  the  heck 
of  it. 

The  films  we  have  seen  so  far 
are  designed  to  allay  people’s  uneasi- 
ness with  the  transgendered  and 
make  them  more  tolerant.  However, 
when  you  make  people  aware  of  an 
issue — whether  it  surrounds  gender 
or  race  or  class  or  sexuality — there 
is  always  the  question  of  whether 
you've  put  them  on  the  defensive  or 
alleviated  their  anxieties.  4, 


HOW  THE  TG  COMMUNITY  VIEWS 
WONG  FOO 

“We  all  enjoyed  the  show.” 

The  Sooner  Belle 
“A  hoot  of  major  proportions.” 

CLCC  News 

“Great  fun.  Snipes  and  Swayze  turn  in 
excellent  performances.” 

Tennessee  Vais 

“A  very  funny  movie  with  some  great  one  liners.” 

Reflections 

“Go,  have  fun,  enjoy.” 

Renaissance  News  & Views 

“A  major  disappointment.” 

Monarch  Social  Club  Newsletter 
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TP ANE- PEOPLE 

personalities  and  performers  on  the  gender  frontier 


“BAD  GIRL,  BAD  GIRL.”  COPS  in  Hoboken,  New  Jer- 
sey, are  singing  a different  tune  now  that  Police  lieuten- 
ant Janet  (formerly  John)  Aiello  has  announced  her  plan 

to  sue  the  City,  if 
her  upcoming  gen- 
der change  stands 
in  the  way  of  the 
advancement  of  her 
career.  Aiello,  de- 
scribed by  her  col- 
leagues on  the 
force  as  a "great” 
officer,  is  presently 
taking  hormones 
and  is  scheduled  for 
surgery  sometime 
next  year.  If  all 
goes  as  planned, 
she  will  become 
the  highest  ranking 
transsexual  police 
officer  in  the  nation. 
Although  she 

anticipates  some  hostility  from  her  “fellow”  officers  on 
the  predominantly  male  130  member  Hoboken  Police 
force,  this  Aiello  has  no  intention  of  giving  up  her  twenty- 
four  year  career.  Unfortunately,  it  looks  like  she’ll  have  a 
fight  on  her  hands.  From  the  rookies  on  up  to  Hoboken 
mayor  Anthony  Russo,  ignorance  abounds.  Of  primary 
concern  to  Russo  is  the  question  of  which  rest  room  Janet 
will  now  use. 

WHERE  NO  TG  HAS  GONE  BEFORE!  Vegas  in 
Space , the  trash  drag  epic  starring  the  late  screen  gems 
Doris  Fish  and  Tippi,  is  has  been  re-released  on  video 
by  Toxic  Avenger  producer  Troma  Films.  Not  since  Rocky 
Horror  have  drag  queens  been  so  psychotically  glamor- 
ous. Now  trans’  and  fans  alike  can  relive  the  rivalry  and 
romance  in  the  privacy  of  their  own  homes.  And,  Vegas 
fans,  like  Rocky  fans,  will  be  able  to  croon  and  croak 
along  with  the  soundtrack,  available  from  Smiling  Pro- 
fessional Music  of  San  Francisco. 

THE  COUNTESS  OF  COUNTRY.  Even  country  and 
western  singers  get  the  blues  — the  transgendered  blues, 
that  is.  Next  time  you  see  one  of  those  big  bosomed, 
bubble-haired  country  singers,  take  a closer  look.  It  might 
not  be  Dolly  Parton.  It  could  focjayne  County,  dubbed 
by  some  “the  world’s  first  transsexual  punk  country 
singer.”  Currently  her  album,  Goddess  of  Wetd reams,  is 
in  the  stores  in  the  US,  and  her  book,  the  euphonious, 
Man  Enough  To  Be  A Woman,  is  climbing  the  charts  Great 
Britain.  Reportedly  Nashville  is  reeling.  Though,  why  that 
should  be  is  puzzling.  With  all  that  embroidery,  spangles, 
bracelets,  rhinestones,  fringe,  and  leather,  seems  to  us 
most  male  C&W  stars  are  closet  crossdressers  (at  the  least!). 

A REAL  BUTCH  OF  A FILM.  On  the  other  end  of 
the  TG  film  reel,  word  is  out  that  Leslie  Feinberg’s 


groundbreaking  book,  Stone  Butch  Blues,  is  being  made 
into  a film.  Co-produced  by  Christine  Vachon,  of  Go 
Fish,  fame  and  Jelayne  Miles,  this  story  of  one  warrior’s 
fight  for  self-realization  will  definitely  give  the  F2M  com- 
munity their  day  in  the  sun. 

HIGH  VISIBILITY  FOR  “LOW  LIFE.”  Speaking  of 
movies,  keep  your  eyes  peeled  for  the  upcoming  re- 
lease of  the  life  story  of  trash  film  superstar  and  notori- 
ous drag  queen,  Holly  Woodlawn,  soon  to  be  major 
motion  picture  (as  they  say).  Buzz  is  that  Madonna  and 
Harvey  Firestein  are  clamoring  for  a piece  of  Holly’s 
action.  Madonna  as  Candy  Darling?  Could  be  delicious. 
Although  rumor  has  it  she’d  be  up  against  Brad  Pitt  for 
the  role.  No  word  yet  about  a release  date,  however 
rights  have  been  sold  to  indie  producer  Michael  Zoumas. 

WHAT’S  A GIRL  TO  DO?  Groundbreaking 
transgendered  model,  author,  and  activist  Caroline 
Cossey  — AKA  Tula  — has  stirred 
up  controversy  once  again.  This 
time  she  has  managed  to  attract 
brickbats  over  the  Internet.  Evi- 
dently some  sectors  of  the  TG 
community  are  upset  about  the 
caption  of  an  ad  featuring  Ms 
Cossey  for  Sauza  tequila.  Caption 
reads:  “She’s  a he!”  Followed  y the 
lines:  “Life  is  Harsh.  You're  tequila 

shouldn’t  be.”  . “She’s  a w !” 

huffed  one  hot  under  the  collar 
hacker,  seeing  this  as  a put-down 
of  TSs  and  Cds.  However,  the  offending  caption  seems 
as  much  a put-down  of  the  prejudiced  attitude  it  apes  as 
Caroline  or  the  community.  Take  it  easy  on  the  girl, 
everybody.  We  all  have  to  make  a living. 

COMEDIAN  OR  COMEDIENNE?  Transsexual  sing- 
ers and  drag  queen  superstars  will  have  to  move  over 

and  make  room  for,  Tammy 
Twotone,  another  member  of 
the  TG  community  who’s 
proudly  taken  her  proclivities 
out  of  the  closet  and  onto  the 
stage.  Tammy,  who  bills  her- 
self as  the  world’s  “only 
crossdressing  comedian”(or  is 
that  comedienne),  has  begun 
to  create  laugh  panics  all 
across  New  England,  with  ap- 
pearances at  trendy  nighteries 
like  The  Iron  Horse,  Sharkey’s 
Comedy  Club,  Giggles  & Bits, 
Jokers  Wild,  Comedy  Vault, 
plus  benefits  for  World  AIDS 
Day  and  the  Make-A-Wish 
Foundation.  Asked  if  political 
activism  motivated  her  to  pa- 
rade her  transvestism  before 
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the  public  eye,  Ms.  Twotone,  who  en  femme  is  a blond 
babe,  shook  her  head  and  replied,  “I’m  strictly  in  it  for 
the  bucks.  I’m  poor  and  I’m  homeless.  My  mother  is 
sick.  And  if  that’s  not  enough,  my  girlfriend  is  gonna 
leave  me  if  I don't  bring  home  more  money.”  (Or  could 
the  girl  just  be  pulling  our  leg? 

MANDY,  MANDY!  Looking  for  special  dress-up 
music?  Amanda  Lynn  Richards,  crossdressing  canary, 
has  a whole  album  of  origi- 
nal songs  for  CDs,  TSs,  TGs, 

DQs,  and  gender-benders 
everywhere.  Titled  Go  Lite 
On  the  Dressin  ’,  these  amus- 
ing ditties — written,  pro- 
duced, and  recorded  by  a 
longtime  member  of  the 
community — have  a bouncy, 
humorous  feel.  Amanda  is  a 
professional  musician,  with 
a delicate,  feminine  voice. 

Her  delightful  keyboard 
work,  lets  our  chanteuse  pro- 
duce everything  from  elec- 
tric guitar  to  big  band  sounds.  Try  and  stop  your  toes 
from  tapping  to  tunes  like  “I’m  In  A Trance  Over  Trans,” 
"Real  Live  Girl,”  and  the  title  track,  which  features 
backup  vocals  from  Mandy  High,  Mandy  Medium,  and 
Mandy  Low.  Mandy  Mandy  is  already  considering  a se- 
quel, and  she  looks  like  she’s  got  the  potential  to  reach 
out  to  the  whole  community! 

RU  ON  A ROLL.  RuPaul’s  coming  off  a great  year, 
having  appeared  in  The  Brady  Bunch  Movie  and  To 
Wong  Too,  Thanks  For  Every- 
thing, Julie  Newmar.  She’s  also 
become  the  first-ever  drag 
spokesmodel  for  a major  cos- 
metic company — M.A.C.  In  ad- 
dition, our  favorite  glamour 
girl’s  book  tour  supporting  her 
autobiography  Lettin  It  All  Hang 
Out  has  been  highly  success- 
ful, attracting  standing-room 
only  crowds  wherever  she  goes. 
Now  RuPaul  is  in  Hollywood, 
where,  her  agent  has  informed 
Transgender , the  diva  of  drag 
is  working  on  a secret  TV  (tele- 
vision, that  is)  project.  Guess 
this  girl  isn't  just  letting  it  "hang 
out,”  she's  “strutting  her  stuff.” 
How  far  can  a drag  queen  go? 
With  this  girl,  all  bet’s  are  off 
and  the  sky’s  the  limit! 


MACHO  MEN  NO  MORE.  Looks  like  more  and 
more  male  celebrities  just  can't  control  that  urge  to  wear 
panties  and  a dress.  David  Hasselhoff  and  Howard 
Stern  have  both  appeared  en  femme  recently. 
Hasselhoff,  the  Baywatch  star,  donned  drag  for  an  epi- 
sode of  his  hit  T&A  series  (and  was  almost  as  enticing 
as  the  big  bosomed  babes  he  shares  the  screen  with). 
As  for  the  infamous  Howard  Stern,  he  appears 
crossdressed  on  the  cover  of  his  newest  book.  Which 


makes  one  wonder  all  the  more  about  just  which  “pri- 
vate parts”  he  is  concealing  under  all  those  draperies 
(could  the  ineffable  Howard  really  be  an  F2M?). 

MTV  OR  TVTV?  Baltimore  Drag  Queen  Candy 
Cramer  has  stepped  off  the  stage  and  into  the  recording 
studio.  The  result  is  the  single,  “She-male”,  a hot,  rock- 
ing novelty  tune  with  a touch  of  patter  (or  is  that  rap?). 
Ms.  Cramer  wrote  the  lyrics,  supervised  the  music,  and 
produced  the  resulting  cassette  recording.  Although  vo- 
cals are  handled  by  another  Baltimore  Queen,  Vicky 
Kinera,  Candy  herself  is  featured  in  a speaking  role,  as 
are  those  other  divas  of  the  n night,  Coty,  Lashelle  Jones, 
Lori  Ebony  and  Mealnie.  (And  England  thinks  it  has  roy- 
alty!) As  a novelty,  the  resulting  melange  has  real  juke- 
box possibilities,  and  if  it  is  successful,  Ms.  Cramer  envi- 
sions an  entire  album  and  perhaps  a rock  video  to  fol- 
low. Will  MTV  be  replaced  by  TVTV?  (Stay  tuned  for 
developments.) 

EXTREME  BABEWATCH.  A turning  point  in  the 
history  of  the  comic  book  was  reached  November  1995. 
That’s  when  Prophet,  the  Newmen,  Youngblood, 
Knightmare  and  half-a- 
dozen  other  macho  super- 
heroes all  published  by  Ex- 
treme Studios  were  trans- 
formed into  superheroines 
for  a month!  These  trans- 
gender shenanigans  began 
whenDiabolique,  a super- 
villianess  who  hates  men, 
cast  a spell  that  changed  all 
the  superheroes  she  meets 
into  women.  This  unique 
storyline  left  one  of  the  Ex- 
treme heroes  as  a woman 
forever. 

ON  A SCALE  OF  ONE 
HUNDRED....  Two  mem- 
bers of  the  TG  community 
have  made  Out  (the  best- 
selling gay  and  lesbian) 
magazine’s  1995  listing  of 
the  one  hundred  “most  ac- 
complished and  inspiring 
achievers.  Congratulations 
are  in  order  for  our  own 
Riki  Anne  Wilchins  and 
Leslie  Feinberg  Ms. 

Feinberg  was  cited  for  her  "avowed  goal  of  keeping  the 
'two  boats’  of  the  gay  rights  and  transgendered  move- 
ments from  going  in  the  opposite  direction.”  The  irre- 
pressible Riki  Anne  for  her  "tireless"  efforts  to  “convince 
HRC  to  include  transgendered  people  in  the  anti-dis- 
crimination bill  before  Congress,”  as  well  as  breaking 
down  barriers  against  post-op  women  at  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Festival.  Seems  to  us  like  on  a scale  of  one 
hundred,  both  babes  deserve  the  big  one  oh  oh! 

P.M-C.,  B.E.B,  J.M.S. 


Tapestry 


Transgender 


23 


' TRANsgender*s  1 

Directory  Of  Organizations 


.Winter  1995 


personals 


$7t95 


Table  of  Contents 


Trans-Actions  (News) 
Trans  Personals 
Transformations  (Makeup) 
Transgender  Organizations 
Calendar  of  TG  Events 


Take  A Walk  On  The 

New  Wildside 

Home  of  The  Canadian  CrossDressers  Club. 

Transformations,  Weekly  Parties,  Boat  Cruises,  Overnight  Stays  by  Appointment. 


VIDEOS 


SO  YOU  WANT  TO 
BE  A CROSSDRESSER, 
EH? 

Paddy  Aldridge’s  unique 
make-up  (and  more)  video 
for  CrossDressers. 
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WHY  DO  I 
CROSSDRESS? 

A humourous  and  insightful 
look  at  the  motivations 
behind  eighteen  real  life 
CrossDressers. 


THE  JACKIE  LOREN 
MEMORIAL  DRAG 
VIDEO 

Jackie's  life  is  highlighted  in 
10  vears  of  shows. 


MORGAN  HOLLIDAY 

On  stage,  backstage  and  at 
home,  Morgan  Holliday  is 
always  a blast! 


THE  PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASPECTS  OF 
SADO-MASOCHISM 
AND  BONDAGE 
& DISCIPLINE! 

Need  we  say  more? 


SOME  GIRLS 

What  it  takes  to  be  a 
Drag  Queen 

Take  three  guys  from  small 
town  Canada  and  see  how 
they  become  professional 
Drag  Queens! 


THE  JACKIE  LOREN 
MAKE-UP  VIDEO 

Adapt  professional  drag 
techniques  to  everyday 
CrossDressing  make-up. 


ACTING  LIKE  A GIRL 

An  actor’s  approach  to 
release  the  woman  within 
and  learn  to  pass  with 
confidence. 


WIG  CARE 

By  Chantall,  Volume  1 

Covers  washing,  setting,  and 
general  wig  care. 


ELEGANCE  AND 

PERSONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

For  poise  and  charm  when 
you’re  a girl. 


BOOKS 


S.T.U.D. 

(Shop  'Til  You  Drop) 

Shop  'til  you  drop, 
the  North  American 
CrossDressers  resource 
guide.  $24.95 


WHY  DO  I 
CROSSDRESS? 

Explore  the  minds  of  32 
CrossDressers  in  this  book 
with  in-depth  interviews. 
$24.95 


ILLUSTRATED 
CROSSDRESSER  & 

DQ  MAKE-UP  GUIDE 

Paddy  Aldridge  shares  her 
make-up  secrets.  $24.95 


THE  MORGAN 
MYSTIQUE 

Morgan  Holliday:  “It  takes 
a lot  of  paint  to  make  a boy 
what  he  ain’t.”  $24.95 


DRAG  QUEENS 
INTERNATIONAL 

Current  issue.  $15.00 


TAKE  A WALK  ON 
THE  WILDSIDE 

Catalogue.  $20.00 


TAKE  A WALK  ON  THE  WILDSIDE™  (903966  ONTARIO  LIMITED) 

161  Gerrard  Street  East  • Toronto  • Ontario  • Canada  • M5A  2E4  • (41 6)  921 -61 1 2 / 24  Hours 

Canada  s best  Cl)  boutique,  transformation  service,  photo  & video  studio  - Home  of  the  Canadian  CrossDressers  Club  • We  accept  Canadian  or  U.S.  funds  in  North  America  • Canadian  customers  send 
Canadian  dollars  • U.S.  customers  send  U.S.  dollars  • Foreign  orders  send  U.S.  dollars  • All  prices  in  North  America  include  any  applicable  taxes,  postage  & handling  • Send  for  free  information  pack  • 
Send  $20  for  current  catalogue  • Send  personal  cheque,  bank  cheque  or  money  order  • All  videos  are  $39-95,  55  minutes,  colour,  VHS  (North  American  NTSC)  • Any  three  videos  for  $99,  any  five 
videos  for  $150  • Foreign  orders  send  $20  extra  per  video  for  PA1,  or  SECAM  video  format. 
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News  & Notes  from  the  Gender  Frontier 

by  Nancy  R.  Nangeroni 


In  Falls  City,  Nebraska,  both  of  the  men  on  trial  for  the 
murder  of  F2M  pre-op  Brandon  Teena  (and  Lisa  Lam- 
bert & Philip  DeVine)  were  convicted  of  first-degree 
murder.  Marvin  Nissen,  who  then  testified  against  John 
Lotter,  was  sentenced  to  multiple  life  terms,  rather  than 
the  death  penalty,  in  exchange  for  his  testimony.  Lotter 
was  convicted  on  three  counts  of  first  degree  murder, 
and  probably  faces  a death  sentence. 

When  forty  transgender  folk  gathered  in  Falls  City 
to  show  their  solidarity  and  commitment  to  standing  up 
for  “genderqueers,”  it  kicked  off  the  most  exciting  year 
ever  for  activism  by  the  TG  community.  The  last  few 
months  have  seen  unprecedented  breakthroughs  for 
people  not  just  identifying  as  crossdressers  or  transsexu- 
als, but  for  a rapidly  expanding  circle  of  folks  who  now 
for  the  first  time  think  of  themselves  as  “transgendered” 
(i.e.  transgressing  gender  norms).  Perhaps  you  recall  Kate 
Bornstein’s  thinking  along  these  lines  in  Gender  Out- 
law. Well,  it’s  catching  on,  and  if  it  keeps  going  the  way 
it’s  headed,  you’ll  soon  be  wondering  when  and  where 
you  missed  the  train. 

One  bright  light  is  the  informal  TG  communica- 
tions network  which  is  circulating  news  around  the 
activist  community.  Many  folks  are  now  getting  their 
news  by  e-mail,  so  that  they  can 
respond  to  events  in  days  instead 
of  months.  This  has  quickened 
the  community’s  response  time, 
promising  to  change  the  social 
map  of  gender  rights  by  allow- 
ing greater  pressure  to  be 
brought  to  bear  on  key  transgres- 
sions against  free  gender  expres- 
sion. No  longer  need  crimes 
against  our  community  go  un- 
challenged. 

While  activists  were  wrap- 
ping up  their  visit  to  Falls  City, 
transsexual  Deborah  Forte  was 
murdered  in  Haverhill,  Massa- 
chusetts. She  was  found  with  a 
knife  in  her  chest,  with  multiple 
stab  wounds  and  bruises  about 
her  head  and  shoulders.  The  al- 
leged murderer  turned  himself 
in  about  a week  later,  and  the 
Transexual  Menace  promises  to 
show  up  at  his  trial. 

In  Oakland,  California  TS 
Carmen  Montoya  was  mur- 
dered in  July  in  a supermarket 
parking  lot.  No  leads  on  this 
case,  according  to  Transsexual 
News  Telegraph  (how  about  in- 
terviewing some  friends?). 


Almost  simultaneously,  the  Memphis  TG  commu- 
nity was  mourning  the  passing  of  Father  John  Prowitt, 
who  was  shot  in  an  apparent  robbery.  A TS  who  de- 
voted himself  to  service  to  the  community.  Father  John 
is  particularly  remembered  for  his  work  with  incarcer- 
ated transsexuals. 

In  the  latest  legal  gender  case  drawing  national  at- 
tention. Sean  O’Neill  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  has 
been  indicted  on  eleven  counts  of  rape  and  “criminal 
impersonation”  for  the  “crime”  of  engaging  in  consen- 
sual (and  apparently  satisfactory)  sex  without  disclosing 
the  shape  of  his  genitals,  which  are  “female.”  The  stoiy 
is  detailed  in  the  October  OUT  magazine.  Look  for  a 
Menace  action  on  this  case.  The  implications  are  par- 
ticularly pernicious  for  the  TG  community. 

In  June,  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
(HRCF),  the  leading  national  Gay/Lesbian  lobbying  or- 
ganization, blocked  an  amendment  to  the  Employment 
Non-Discrimination  Act  (ENDA)  that  would  have  added 
the  words  “and  gender  expression”  to  the  freedoms  pro- 
tected by  the  act.  Their  timing  was  ideal:  the  news  broke 
during  ICTLEP  in  Texas.  Leading  TG  freedom  fighters 
were  outraged,  and  waged  war  against  HRCF,  leafleting 
their  fund-raisers  and  in  some  cases  (regrettably,  in  this 
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author’s  opinion)  discouraging  contributions  to  HRCF. 
The  conflict  culminated  in  a meeting  in  Washington  be- 
tween HRCF  and  a handful  of  TG  leaders.  The  meeting, 
according  to  one  attendee,  stalled  at  loggerheads  while 
TG  folk  made  demands  and  HRCF  resisted.  Finally,  our 
side  backed  off  on  their  aggressive  (typically  patriar- 
chal) tactics  and  made  overtures  of  friendship  and  coop- 
eration, to  which  the  HRCF  folk  responded  positively. 
HRCF  (now  HRC)  has  agreed  to  pursue  TG  inclusion  in 
their  work,  and  cooperation  is  proceeding  well  at  this 
writing. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  thanks  to 
a DPW  director,  has  launched  a campaign  to  deny  Med- 
icaid benefits  to  TG/TS  persons.  The  DPW  is  both  deny- 
ing current  services  and  seeking  reimbursement  from 
providers  for  past  services  rendered.  The  situation  has 
been  publicized  by  gender  activist  Kristine  Holt,  and  the 
Menace  is  planning  supporting  action. 

Nationwide,  anti-Gay  initiatives  dominate  the  leg- 
islative landscape,  and  TG  activists  continue  to  play  a 
supportive  role  in  their  defeat.  As  the  TG  community 
begins  to  pull  its  political  weight,  more  and  more  pro- 
TG  legislation  is  being  introduced  and  supported  around 
the  country.  Success  so  far  has  been  limited  to  local 
ordinances,  such  as  passed  by  San  Francisco  and  under 
consideration  by  Iowa  City,  but  hey,  it’s  a start. 

Meanwhile,  a long-term  national-level  effort  is  be- 
ginning. National  Gender  Lobbying  Day  on  October 
2 in  Washington,  DC  was  a landmark  event  for  this  com- 
munity, and  chances  are  you’ve  already  read  about  it 
elsewhere.  It  was  an  enormous  success,  and  next  year 
we’re  hoping  to  double  participation. 

About  half  the  folks  in  DC  to  lobby  took  part  in  a 
demonstration  in  support  of  Tyra  Hunter,  the  TG  per- 
son of  color  who  was  left  bleeding  on  the  street  while  a 
rescue  worker  laughed  at  her  because  she  had  a penis. 
The  protest  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  audience  with 
Mayor  Marion  Barry  as  well  as  Fire  Chief  Latin,  the  one 
responsible  for  the  (non)investigation.  Positive  results, 
unfortunately,  are  yet  to  be  seen. 

Speaking  of  color,  TG  activist  Dawn  Wilson  is  cre- 
ating a mailing  list  for  minority  members  of  the  TG 
community;  an  effort  towards  inclusion  sorely  needed 
by  our  community.  She  says,  “Please  send  me  the  name, 
address  and  phone  number  of  any  minority  member  in 
your  groups  or  on  your  list.  Call  me  at  606-277-8244  or 
write  me  at  342  Waller  Ave,  Condo  6A,  Lexington,  KY 
40506.” 

Meanwhile  Drs.  Sandra  Cole  and  Matthew 
Whitten,  respected  scientists  from  the  University  of 
Michigan,  have  agreed  to  assist  in  a study  of  violence 
against  the  TG  community.  This  study  will  provide  the 
foundation  for  an  effort  to  include  transgender  as  a cat- 
egory in  the  federal  Hate  Crimes  Reporting  Act.  This 
effort  is  just  one  more  to  spin  off  the  work  of  Riki  Anne 
Wilchins,  who  emerged  this  year  as  a leading  activist 
for  our  community. 

When  folks  started  offering  money  in  support  of 
Riki,  she  wisely  passed  it  on  to  GenderPAC,  the  newly 
formed  TG  political  action  fund.  Managed  by  Lynn 
Walker,  this  fund  will  support  the  newly-potent  gender 
activism  efforts.  If  you  have  some  resources  which  could 
be  helpful  in  this  effort,  do  not  hesitate  to  contribute  to 
this  fund,  which  is  being  managed  cleanly  and  spent 
wisely. 


The  Bisexual  and  Transgender  communities 
edged  closer  together,  as  Anything  That  Moves,  the  Maga- 
zine for  the  Uncompromising  Bisexual  printed  the  first 
issue  of  Riki  Anne  Wilchins’  In  Your  Face,  the  Journal  of 
Political  Activism  Against  Gender  Oppression  within  its 
pages.  Cooperative  effort  between  our  communities, 
which  share  similar  philosophies  and  often  membership 
is  on  the  rise. 

Finally,  there’s  a media  effort  to  counter  the  Right’s 
thrust  against  the  queer  community:  PFLAG  (Parents  and 
Family  of  Lesbians  and  Gays)  has  launched  a national 
media  campaign.  Hot  TV  spots  juxtapose  the  hate-filled 
rhetoric  of  the  right  with  violence  against  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Targeted  for  initial  airing  in  four  cities,  the  cam- 


TG  MEDICAL  NEWS 

BREAKTHROUGH  NEW  F2M 
HORMONAL  TREATMENT 

Sheila  Kirk,  MD,  IFGE’s  Director  of  Medical  Liaison 
and  Research,  has  announced  an  important  development 
in  hormonal  therapy  Female  to  Male  Transsexuals. 

Late  in  1995,  according  to  Dr.  Kirk’s  press  release, 
pharmaceutical  company  Smith-Kline-Beecham  released  the 
new  product,  AndrodermYa  testosterone  patch  that  prom- 
ises to  be  effective  in  hormonal  therapy  for  F2Ms. 

‘Until  now,”  Dr.  Kirk  said,  “transdermal  systems  which 
provided  passage  of  testosterone  through  the  skin  were 
somewhat  inadequate  treatment  for  their  initial  use  in  treat- 
ing men  who  did  not  make  adequate  testosterone  and  were 
found  to  be  totally  ineffective  for  F-M  individuals. 

“The  Androderm  patch  has  an  advantage  in  that  it  can 
be  placed  anywhere  on  the  F2Ms  body,  on  the  back,  abdo- 
men or  extremities  and  will  deliver  increased  amounts  of 
male  hormone  absorbed  through  the  skin." 

Initial  clinical  trials  conducted  in  genetic  men  are  very 
positive.  Although  no  clinical  studies  have  been  conducted 
in  the  F2M  population,  initial  experience  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  Androderm  patch  may  produce  positive  results  for 
F2Ms. 

Because  of  its  consistently  even  levels  of  hormone 
absorption,  Dr.  Kirk  writes,  “Androderm  may  eliminate  the 
peaks  and  valleys'  in  blood  levels,  mood  swings  and  physical 
changes  that  are  often  experienced  with  hormone  injection 
therapy.” 

M2F  ESTROGEN  USE  MAY  REDUCE 
ALZHEIMER’S  DEATH  RISK 

Recent  research  indicates  that  taking  estrogen  may  cut 
a genetic  woman’s  risk  of  dying  from  Alzheimer’s  disease 
by  40%  or  more.  And,  the  longer  they  took  the  hormone; 
the  lower  the  risk.  That’s  the  gist  of  a press  release  from 
Sheila  Kirk,  MD,  Director  of  Medical  Liaison  and  Research 
for  the  IFGE 

Previous  research  has  revealed  many  benefits  for  ge- 
netic women  from  taking  estrogen,  including  reduced  risk 
of  heart  attack  and  osteoporosis. 

It  must  be  keep  in  mind,  Dr.  Kirk  cautions,  that  this  is 
a preliminary  report.  Larger  studies  must  be  carried  out  to 
know  the  precise  effects  of  estrogen  in  protecting  an  indi- 
vidual from  the  development  or  progression  of  this  debili- 
tating disease.” 

Dr.  Kirk  reports  that  there  is  “strong  belief  among  re- 
searchers” that  estrogen  will  confer  the  same  benefits  upon 
M2F  transsexuals  as  it  does  in  genetic  femalesVand  may  be 
of  value  against  prostate  disease.  With  more  study,  it  may 
be  that  the  risk  of  Alzheimer’s  deaths  may  also  be  reduced 
in  TG  males  who  take  estrogen. 
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paign  has  run  into  a brick  wall  in  Atlanta,  with  limited 
success  in  Houston,  Tulsa,  and  Washington. 

Now  that  the  Brandon  Teena  case  is  closed,  it’s 
become  fair  game  for  storytellers.  Diane  Keaton  is  said 
to  be  planning  a movie  (based  on  a dubious  book  by 
Aphrodite  Jones,  a true  crime  writer)  which  will  depict 
Brandon  Teena  as  a misguided  girl  whose  duplicity 
brought  trouble  to  her.  May  TG  activists  succeed  in  bring- 
ing enlightenment  to  Ms.  Keaton  before  shooting  be- 
gins. 

Meanwhile,  an  independent  effort  by  Kimberly 
Anne  Peirce  in  New  York  City  has  landed  funding  for  a 
feature-length  movie  of  her  fiction  based  on  the  Bran- 
don Teena  story,  a work  which  is  sure  to  be  a pleaser. 
Kim  is  a gender  activist  who  wore  the  Menace  colors  in 
Falls  City,  Nebraska  during  the  Brandon  Teena  vigil. 

Speaking  of  movies,  Hollywood  tried  to  cash  in  on 
the  public  appetite  for  transgenderism  with  To  Wong 
Too,  Thanks  for  Everything , Julie  Neivmar,  a story 
reminiscent  of  “Priscilla,  Queen  of  the  Desert,”  but  lack- 
ing the  latter’s  substance.  Disappointingly  saccharine, 
the  flick  nonetheless  plays  drag  with  a positive  spin, 
always  a welcome  direction.  Now,  if  only  they’d  do  a 
good  job  of  it.  Pro  golfer  Chi  Chi  Rodriguez  doesn’t  like 
the  ribbing  he's  getting  because  the  cutest  of  the  lead 
queens  in  the  flick  goes  by  his  name.  Can  you  relate? 

Also  in  the  media,  ABC’s  20/20  is  working  on  a 
segment  about  TG  activism.  They’re  building  the  story 
around  Tonye  Barreto-Neto,  TG  activist  and  FTM  cop 
from  Hillsboro  County,  Florida,  who  came  out  in  Sep- 
tember to  a tidal  wave  of  media  attention.  Tonye’s  ag- 
gressive handling  of  the  press  averted  the  exploitive  cov- 
erage that  officer  Janet  Aiello,  M2F  transsexual  in  New 
Jersey,  suffered.  Tonye  has  joined  with  other  TS/TG  of- 
ficers to  found  TOPS,  Transgendered  Officers  Protect 
and  Serve,  to  provide  support  for  other  TG  uniformed 
folk.  Inspired  by  the  outing  and  media  harassment  of 
Aiello,  TOPS  hopes  to  help  avert  future  unpleasantries, 
as  well  as  provide  education  to  law  enforcement  and 
service-providing  agencies  nationwide,  so  that  our  peace 
officers,  fire  fighters,  rescue  workers,  etc.,  will  be  better 
informed  and  kinder  to  TG  folk.  Meanwhile,  the  harass- 
ment of  Ms.  Aiello  continues  on  the  job,  a story  all  too 
familiar  to  this  community. 

From  overseas,  researchers  in  the  Netherlands  “dis- 
covered" a region  in  TS  brain  hypothalami  which  is 
more  likely  to  be  sized  like  those  of  women  than  men 
(i.e.  smaller).  While  this  says  nothing  of  cause  and  ef- 
fect, it  will  no  doubt  be  used  to  justify  all  manner  of 
misconception  (mistake,  peabrain).  According  to  a study 
called  Project  Open  Mind,  the  belief  in  the  general 
population  that  homosexuality  is  innate  and  unchange- 
able increases  the  imperative  for  tolerance.  So  perhaps 
this  brain  research  will  increase  the  imperative  for  toler- 
ance of  transsexuality.  It  seems  unlikely,  though,  to  help 
crossdressers,  and  does  nothing  to  shift  the  focus  of  pa- 
thology from  the  individual  to  the  society  at  large.  Seems 
more  likely  to  perpetuate  the  kind  of  thinking  that  made 
us  miserable  in  the  first  place  than  to  support  true  re- 
form. Once  again,  science  plays  left  field. 

In  London,  transvestites  are  arguing  that  they  should 
be  allowed  the  same  dual-gendered  IDs  that  transsexu- 
als have  been  granted  by  London  Transport.  LT  argues 
that  TS-folk  have  a medical  necessity,  whereas  TVs  do 
not.  Heaven  forbid  we  should  be  allowed  to  do  it  be- 


cause we  want  to. 

A handful  of  TG  activists  wearing  Menace  T-shirts 
attended  the  NOW  convention  in  Columbus,  Ohio  in 
July...  NOW  membership  responded  very  favorably  to  a 
resolution  recognizing  the  existence  and  needs  of  TG 
folk,  a measure  which  should  be  ratified  soon.  One  small 
step... 

Speaking  of  the  Transexual  Menace,  they’re  los- 
ing their  bad  girl/boy  reputation  (which  was  never  de- 
served) as  their  actions  continue  to  be  diplomatic,  re- 
sponsible, positive  and  effective.  Their  motto  “Confront- 
ing with  Love”  has  so  far  held  true,  as  they  demonstrate 
the  consistently  positive  results  that  can  be  obtained  when 


Transgender  activist,  Phyllis  Frye. 


people  are  approached  lovingly  rather  than  threaten- 
ingly. (Besides,  the  T-shirts  look  great.) 

The  Transexual  Menace  was  highly  visible  at  the 
National  Gay  & Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  “Creat- 
ing Change”  convention  in  Detroit,  Michigan  in  Novem- 
ber. NGLTF  invited  TG  participation,  and  we  responded. 
Riki  Anne  Wilchins  turned  down  an  award  for  her  ef- 
forts on  behalf  of  genderqueers,  while  Phyllis  Frye  ac- 
cepted hers  with  a tearfully  moving  speech.  High  point 
of  the  convention  was  a plenary  talk  by  queer  activist 
Dr.  Elias  Farajaje-Jones  calling  for  an  inclusive  move- 
ment of  “Queers  in  Intersection,”  going  beyond  binaries 
to  embrace  all  oppressed  persons,  spanning  race,  gen- 
der and  sexuality.  He  repeatedly  referred  to 
“genderqueers”  and  transgender  folk,  and  delivered  his 
message  while  wearing  a Menace  T-shirt.  Now  there’s  a 
serious  ally  for  our  community;  let’s  not  fail  our  brother 
and  sister  queers  of  color. 

On  a very  sobering  note,  it  appears  that  many  of 
those  low-priced  children’s  toys  from  China  are  pro- 
duced in  prison/factories  via  slave  labor  by  TG  indi- 
viduals, and  other  “undesirables.” 

Ms.  Nangeroni  can  be  reached  via 
e-mail  NRN@WORLD.STD.COM 
or  Fax  at  (617)  497-5461. 

Photos  by:  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
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Where  the 
Transgendered  Comunity  Meet. 


OBJECTIVES  of  the  PERSONAL  LISTINGS: 

1)  To  provide  a means  of  introduction,  outreach, 
and  communication  for  subscribers  to 
Transgender  Tapestry ’ and  Supporters  of  I.F.G.E. 

2)  To  provide  readers  with  a source  of  support 
and  communications. 

3)  To  provide  the  general  public  with  a better 
understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  people  who 
are  members  and  supporters  of  the  Transgendered 
Community. 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A LISTING: 

To  place  a personal  listing  you  must  be  an  up-to- 
date  General  Subscriber  (or  an  IFGE  Supporting 
Member).  As  a subscriber,  your  personal  listing  is 
free  of  charge  for  the  duration  of  your  subscrip- 
tion. Also,  your  mail  will  be  forwarded  at  no  cost. 
HOW  TO  PLACE  A LISTING: 

Fill  out  the  form  on  the  back  of  the  subscription 
form.  Please  note  that  there  is  a limit  of  fifty  words 
for  the  text.  Your  ad  may  be  edited  for  length  and 
for  taste.  Please  be  discreet.  Note  that  we  will 
only  publish  Post  Office  box  numbers  as  part  of 
the  ad.  No  home  addresses  will  be  published  in 
the  Personal  Listings.  The  last  number  after  your 
name  is  the  last  issue  of  Transgender  Tapestry  you 
will  receive  on  your  subscription. 
If  your  name  has  a bullet  ( • ) preceeding  it, 
PLEASE  send  us  a new  photo  for  your  listing. 
The  present  photo  will  not  be  in  future  is- 
sues! 

HOW  TO  RESPOND  : 

1)  To  avoid  compromising  security,  home 
addresses  will  not  be  printed  with  the  Per- 
sonal Listings. 

2)  Please  follow  these  intructions  when 
answering  an  ad: 

(A)  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  enve- 
lope. 

(B)  Pencil  in  the  name,  state  prefix,  and 
membership  number  appearing  after  the 
name.  (Be  sure  to  use  pencil  so  the  name 
can  be  erased.) 

(C)  Include  $1.00  (for  postage  and  handling) 
for  each  piece  to  be  forwarded. 

(D)  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  in 
another  envelope  & mail  to: 

Transgender  Tapestry > 

P.O.  BOX  229 

WALTHAM,  MA  02154-0229 


MASSACHUSETTS 

(010-027) 

AUDREY  M. 

(E  MA-NP-M0280-K 1855-77) 
MWM  bi-TV,  58,  155,  5T0", 
nice,  intelligent,  well  ad- 
justed, sense  of  humor.  En- 
joys current  events,  music, 
sailing,  photography,  wood 
working.  Writes  TV  stories. 
"Would  like  to  have  a few  TV 
friends  for  casual  get- 
togethers;  freedom  limited  to 
weekdays  9-6. 

EVE  B. 

(E  MA-M0508-K0 107-75) 
Member  Tri-Ess.  Now  retired, 
somewhat  handicapped  by 
spinal  arthritis.  Enjoy  dress- 
ing at  home  for  relaxation 
and  pleasure.  “Friend  of 
Ariadne  Kane,  and  Virginia 
Prince  visited  in  my  home 
some  years  ago.  Often  invite 
members  to  be  my  guest  in  a 
pleasant,  suburban  home.” 


SUSAN  A. 

(MA-P-M0064-K0206-75) 
Member  Tiffany  Club  of  New 
England.  WM,  57",  consid- 
ered passable.  Interested  in 
TV'  literature  and  clothing,  es- 
pecially lingerie.  "Would  like 
to  correspond  with  others 
with  similar  interests.” 


D 6 


JANICE  H 

(E  MA-P-M0254-K0 1 09-76) 
TCNE.  Tri-Ess.  Participant  Fan- 
tasia Fair.  DWM,  69,  5’6",  155, 
blue  eyes,  brown  hair.  Goes 
out  as  Janice  shopping,  eat- 
ing at  restaurants,  visiting 
other  TVs.  Makes  friends,  but 
is  on  the  quiet  side,  writes  to 
many  other  TVs.  “Will  answer 
all  letters.  Would  like  to  take 
hormones  & live  full  time  as 
a woman.” 

KAREN  ANN  MCGRATH 
(MA-M0504-K0 1 06-75) 

M-F  pre-op  TS  on  hormones, 
39,  5’5",  132,  blonde,  blue. 
Investments,  Tiffany.  “Have 
been  to  a dozen  Spring  & Fall 
Outings.  I enjoy  cosmetology, 
shopping,  & a feminine 
lifestyle.  Sincerely  looking  for 
TS/TV  to  share  laughter  & life 
with.  Need  passable  room- 
mate on  South  Shore  or  Cape.” 


jSL  :.dHSk 

HOLLY  CROSS 
(MA-P-M0279-K0 1 88-99) 

TV,  senior  citizen,  22WT.  Lots 
of  clothes,  old  ham  gear,  some 
money,  no  job,  live  alone. 
“Attended  60  weekends  and 
750  concerts  dressed  since 
1983-  Wish  I’d  started  sooner. 
Don’t  need  correspondence, 
but  often  need  someone  to 
share  a hotel  room.” 


INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER  EDUCATION 


Transgender’s  Directory  of  Organizations  and  Personals 


JUDITH  ANNE  THOMPSON 
(E  MA-P-M0733-K02 29-7 5 ) 
INvestments.  Widowed  WM 
CD.  70,  5’9",  180,  retired,  good 
listener,  honest  & intelligent. 
Passes  well.  Like  photogra- 
phy, sailing  Hobie  Cats,  gar- 
dening, music,  living  as  Judy. 
“Would  like  contact  with 
crossdressers  in  SE  MA  area 
for  companionship.” 

SUSAN  ELIZABETH  R. 
(MA-M0839-K0055-76) 

SWM  TV,  59,  6',  180,  brown 
hair,  hazel  eyes.  Like  photo- 
graphy, treasure  hunting,  ’40’s 
and  ’50’s  music,  dogs,  nature, 
& being  a lady.  “I  would  like 
to  correspond  with  other  girls 
in  E.  Ma,  especially  Metro- 
West  area.” 

HEATHER  ANDERSON 
(E  MA-M066 1 -K740 1 -75 ) 
TCNE.  M CD  with  TS  inclina- 
tions, brunette,  blue  eyes, 
mid-40s,  5’H",  130.  Interested 
in  music  (classic  to  rock), 
cooking,  running,  ‘puters. 
“Am  looking  for  friends  who 
want  to  let  their  femininity 
blossom.  Used  to  go  out  in 
public  years  ago  & am  once 
again  going  toward  that  goal.” 


SUE  FANON 

(W  MA-P-M098 3-K00 20-7 5) 

SBiWM  TV,  39,  5T0",  165,  easy 


going,  understanding,  safe, 
and  discreet.  Interested  in 
travel,  music,  & being  femi- 
nine. “I  am  interested  in  cor- 
responding with  TV/TSs  and 
understanding  ladies  who 
would  like  to  help  with  my 
femininity,  etc.” 

JOY  SPENCER 
(MA-M2530-K3700-79) 

MWM,  mid-40s.  “Wife  knows 
and  we  are  working  on  it.  Af- 
ter such  a long  time  hiding,  I 
am  cautiously  and  slowly 
coming  out.  Would  appreci- 
ate helping  words  or  hand 
from  someone  further  along 
the  path.  Prefer  central  MA.” 


KATHY  MASTERS 
(MA-P-M2038-K2439-74) 
Fun-loving  CD,  40ish,  medi- 
cal professional.  Non-judg- 
mental,  open  to  other 
lifestyles/sexualities.  Well  bal- 
anced between  masculine  and 
feminine,  likes  to  help  people, 
has  good  shoulders  to  cry  on. 
Dresses  fully  in  corsets,  maid’s 
costumes,  and  has  full  ward- 
robe from  bridal  to  secretary 
outfits.  Seek  communication 
with  CD/TSs  and  women. 


DIANA  S.  DWYER 
(MA-P-M  2 1 46-K2  5 39-74) 

“I  am  placing  this  ad  because 
I need  positive,  honest  sup- 
port. I am  not  interested  in 


sexually  obsessive  individuals. 
I am  27,  a light  drinker,  and  a 
non-smoker.  I'm  involved  in 
psychotherapy  for  my  trans- 
sexual feelings  as  well  as  my 
abusive  childhood.  If  inter- 
ested, please  write.” 


DEBBIE  SAWYER 
(MA-P-M  2 170-K2 5 90-77) 
DWM,  40s.  member  AXA,  Tri- 
Ess.  “CD  seeking  the  spiritual 
feminine,  balance  of  mascu- 
line and  feminine,  new 
friends.  Would  like  to  met  sup- 
portive and  understanding 
women." 

MARIE  ALLEN 
(E  MA-M2729-K44 12-75) 

5’9",  slim.  "Interested  in  femi- 
nine things.  After  makeup, 
and  before  a wall  length  mir- 
ror, I sometimes  dress  from 
the  skin  out  in  my  own  per- 
sonally designed  pure  silk  lin- 
gerie, and  then  don  a filmy 
silk  dress.  Seeing  myself  be- 
come an  extremely  happy 
silk-clad  woman  enables  me 
to  attain  an  incredible  sense 
of  peace  and  joy.” 

KAY  LEE 

(MA-M2787-K448 1-75) 

MWM,  late  40’s,  dressed  all  my 
life.  “Wife  knows.  Tolerated, 
but  not  in  her  presence.  Hob- 
bies are  sailing,  camping,  hik- 
ing. Physically  fit,  6',  size  20. 
Love  heels,  earrings  and  ev- 
erything in  between.  Why  are 
women  the  only  ones  who 
can  wear  skirts?” 

LAUREN  & GENITA  M. 

( MA-M3000-K5 1 87-76) 

A couple  who  volunteer  at 
IFGE.  Lauren  wears  size  12, 
Genita  size  4.  “We  don’t  share 
dresses.  We  share  a great  se- 
lection of  accessories  and 
many  happy  times  being  un- 
afraid of  ourselves.  Write  to 
anyone  who  may  need  sup- 


port/help being  in  love  with 
a transgendered  person.” 


DENISE  S. 

(MA-P-M3049-K5807-78) 
Member  TCNE.  CD,  42,  5’8", 
140.  Shy,  gentle,  loves  nature, 
gardening,  walking,  tennis. 
Moving  to  NH  shortly.  “Com- 
ing out  step  by  step.  I invite 
you  to  join  me  to  share  sup- 
port and  friendship.  Is  the 
understanding  and  acceptance 
of  this  duality  a spiritual  path?” 

ANONYMOUS  M. 
(MA-M3277-K6457-75) 

SM,  33  seeks  transsexual  for 
relationship,  marriage.  “Will 
provide  everything  needed  for 
someone  committed  to  one- 
to-one  relationship.” 

DEBORAH  & CLAIRE  E 
(MA-M3291-K6542-75) 
Happily  married  cross-dresser 
(surgeon)  and  wife  (therapist) 
would  love  to  visit  other 
couples  out  of  New  England 
for  socializing  and  traveling 
where  less  discretion  is  nec- 
essary. Second  marriage,  6 
kids  (hers  & hers),  mid-40s, 
adventuresome,  joyful,  play- 
ful, loving,  fun! 


CAROLYNNE  K.  WEST 
(MA-P-M4028-K 5999-79) 

TCNE,  DAV,  VFW,  NALC.  5’5", 
135,  "Narcissist,  transcenden- 
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talist;  cheerful  feminine  es- 
sence in  a comportable  mas- 
culine vessel.  Interested  in 
music,  travel,  homemaking, 
dressing  and  engaging  public 
nearly  100%;  offering  discreet 
photography,  modest  bed  & 
breakfast,  and  secure  social 
interaction.  Single,  await  the 
arrival  of  Prince  Charming,  ir- 
respective of  his  gender.” 


JESSICA  CHRISTY  COLLINS 
( MA-P-M4977-K6982-76) 

“Late  30s.  Dressing  actively  for 
six  years,  although  this  has 
been  a lifelong  pursuit.  Enjoy 
regular  nights  out  in  New 
York,  Los  Angeles  and  else- 
where. Looking  to  invest  more 
productive  days  out  in  support 
of  our  community.  Interested 
in  everything.” 

RACHEL  B. 

(MA-M5454-K 10563-75) 

SWM,  CD,  28.  “Cross-dressing 
since  childhood.  Dressing 
more  now  than  ever  before 
and  enjoying  it.  This  is  my  first 
ad.  Looking  for  other  CDs, 
TVs,  for  advice  and/or  sup- 
port. Still  in  the  closet,  enjoy 
dressing  in  everything  femi- 
nine. I’ll  try  to  answer  all.  No 
photo  yet." 


ALICIA  T. 

(MA-P-M5393-K 1032-75) 

SWM  CD,  5'5",  145,  35.  "Love 
to  dress  and  shop.  Passable. 


Would  like  to  correspond  and 
meet  TGs  and  GGs.  Photos  get 
reply." 

JOSEPHINE  B 
(MA-NP-M5544-K 1 2262-81 ) 
SWM,  59,  5'  1 1 ",  205.  "Like  to 
hear  from  mature  CDs  in  SE 
Mass  and  nearby  RI.  Non-pass- 
able.  Love  dressing  at  home." 

MICHAEL  M. 

(MA-M5322-K1 1818-75) 

SWM,  37,  5T0",  blonde  hair, 
blue  eyes.  “Consider  myself 
straight.  Active,  like  to  ski, 
hike,  enjoy  dining  out  and 
movies.  Caring,  understand- 
ing, seeking  pre-  or  post-op 
TS  for  potential  relationship.” 


RHODE  ISLAND 
(027-  029) 


ANDREA  K. 

(RI-M1771-K 1934-75) 

5’0",  155,  brown  eyes,  long 
brown  hair,  semi-andro- 
gynized.  Interested  in  Sci-Fi, 
investing,  metaphysics,  dress- 
ing up  full  time  like  a woman, 
movies,  video.  “I  am  willing 
to  meet  other  TV/CD/TSs  and 
talk  about  things  like  linge- 
rie, high  heels,  hosiery, 
makeup,  and  becoming  a full- 
time woman,  to  be  known  as 
a woman,  and  treated  as  one.” 

ALISON  YOUNG 
(RI-M4650-K 1 0273-76) 
“Thanks  to  the  girls  who  have 
written.  Keep  in  touch.  I will 
try  to  write  more  often.  Love 
rock  and  roll,  history,  and 
going  out  en  femme.  Member 
Tiffany  Club  of  New  England.” 


PATICIA  LYNN  ROSS 
(RI-P-M5499-K3302-76) 

"M2F  pre-op,  single,  bi.  Live 
and  work  full-time  as  Pat. 
Love  people,  music,  and  my 


cat.  Licensed  Social  Worker, 
can  provide  counseling  for 
those  in  transition." 


NEW 

HAMPSHIRE 
(030-  038) 


•A.  M.  GREENE 
(NH-M073 1 -K0277-99) 
“Post-op, new-woman.  Inter- 
ests are  computers,  reading, 
music,  gendered  people, 
belly-dancing  and  all  things 
feminine.  Editor  of  the  TV-TS 
Confidential  Magazine.  We 
need  cover  girls.” 

DIANE  THOMAS 
(NH-NP-M4350-K9594-76) 
MWM,  CD,  6',  155.  Lifelong 
CD  with  passion  for  silky  lin- 
gerie, short  skirts  and  heels. 
Wife  tolerant  but  not  support- 
ive. Travel  extensively  and 
would  like  to  make  friends 
with  similar  interests. 

NOREEN  D. 

(NH-M  5 1 96-K 1 0498-74) 
MWM,  57",  140,  40+ . “Need 
friends  to  talk  or  correspond 
with.  Wife  knows  but  doesn’t 
approve.  Would  like  to  write 
or  meet  TV/TSs  to  further 
femme  image.” 

•SAMANTHA  KELLY 
(NH-P-M5321-K1 1816-74) 

“Educated,  professional,  SW, 
34,  heterosexual,  varied  inter- 
ests to  include  my  feminine 
persona.  Seeking  attractive 
biological  females  or  trans- 
sexuals (or  those  on  the  way) 
who  would  like  to  share  their 
feelings,  experiences,  and  in- 
sight. Willing  to  trade  pictures 
and  possibly  meet.  New  to  this 
lifestyle  and  looking  for 
friends.” 

JAMIE  L. 

(NH-M5405-K2096-75) 
“Mid-40s,  married  male.  Wife 
is  supportive  and  understand- 
ing of  TV  fascination  and  de- 
sires. Interested  in  meeting 
other  TVs  to  socialize  and 
meet.  Travel  throughout  New 
England  and  am  available  de- 
pending on  schedule.” 


MAINE  (038- 
047) 


JOANNE  MARIE  M. 
(ME-M5350-K4348-75) 
“Whatever  I am,  TV,  TS,  TG, 
TGIF,  it  s been  lifelong.  My  in- 
creased makeup  skills  and 
high  cheekbones  might  make 
me  passable  were  I not  terri- 
fied. Almost  no  one  has  ever 
shared  my  real  self.  I need  to 
reach  out  to  some  of  you 
wonderful  girls  and  women. 
Please  write.” 


VERMONT  (050- 
059) 


JOAN  MARIE  L. 
(VT-M0528-K0340-79) 

SWM,  hetero  CD,  40,  6',  bill- 
figured.  “Love  to  shop  for  mu- 
sic. Like  cooking,  Sci-Fi  fan- 
tasy, and  travel.  Real  passion 
for  lingerie,  especially  bras, 
panties,  teddies,  slips,  girdles, 
hosiery  and  heels.  Wish  to 
correspond  with  CD/TVs.” 


HELENE  H. 

(VT-P-M202 1-K2488-77) 
Member  Sunshine  Club.  “Like 
to  hear  from  other  ladies,  es- 
pecially those  in  the  northeast 
who  want  out  of  the  closet, 
help,  or  advice.  There  are 
more  of  us  in  this  neck  of  the 
woods  than  you  think.  Come 
out  wherever  you  are.” 

CLARISSA  MICHAELS 
(VT-M4760-K 1 0702-74) 
Hetero  MWM.  Late  40s.  “Wife 
is  devoted  and  very'  support- 
ive. Silver  anniversary  in  ’96. 
No  children.  Dressing  since 
early  teens.  Out  of  closet  since 
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1992.  Not  very  passable,  but 
enjoy  being  dressed.  Looking 
for  pen  pals  to  share  experi- 
ences. Will  answer  all.  Please 
write!” 

•FRANCES  S. 
(VT-NP-M5432-K7528-75) 

MWM,  3 5 , 5 ' 1 1 " , scorpio, 
brown-eyed,  brunette. 
“Friendly,  educated,  good 
writer  seeking  letter  and 
photo  exchange  with  similar 
volumtuous  sisters.  I love  to 
shop  especially  for  lingerie 
and  shoes.  Enjoy  total 
makeovers  and  ready  to  take 
strides  in  heels,  hose,  and 
womany  disguise.  What’s  your 
favorite  fashion  look?” 


CONNECTICUT 
(060-  069) 


CARLA  E.  GOLDSNIDER 
(CT-P-M02 1 2-K0374-76) 

SWM,  hetero,  510",  quiet,  un- 
derstanding, lives  alone.  En- 
joys dressing  as  a female, 
meeting  TVs  and  especially 
females  for  girl  talk,  etc.,  and 
country  music.  “Would  like  to 
meet  a couple  who  enjoy  go- 
ing in  public  with  me.  Others 
say  that  I pass  very  well. 
Would  appreciate  photo  with 
first  letter — which  I will  re- 
turn.” 

ANDREA  G. 
(CT-M0425-K0357-75) 
Married,  52,  5’11,  170.  Inter- 
ested in  sports,  good  food, 
reading.  “Like  to  develop 
friendships  in  the  crossdres- 
sing community,  and  wel- 
come correspondence.” 


MICHELLE  KAY 
(CT-P-M 1 490-K0368-78) 
Member  Tiffany  Club,  Con- 
necticut Outreach  Society. 
SWM,  hetero,  TV,  5 TO",  blue 
eyes,  light  brown  hair,  early 
50s.  “Quiet  and  sincere.  En- 
joy cross  country  skiing,  mu- 
sic, theater,  and  travel.  Look- 
ing for  honest,  caring,  femi- 
nine crossdressers  for  corre- 
spondence or  possible  get- 
togethers.” 

RACHEL  E BOYCE 
(CT-M 1 903-K2205-75) 
Member  Tiffany  Club,  CT  Out- 
reach Society.  Participant 
Tiffany’s  P-town  Outing,  Fan- 
tasia Fair,  Coming  Together. 
6’2",  married,  2 adult  sons, 
wife  supportive.  Interested  in 
music,  dancing,  dining,  shop- 
ping, and  movies.  “Love  to 
dress  for  shopping  at  major 
malls.  Have  attended  movies, 
theater  and  restaurants  while 
fully  crossdressed.  Will  answer 
all.” 


RON  THOMPSON 
(CT-M2477-K3501-78) 
“Compassionate,  empathetic 
gentleman  who  thrills  to  the 
beauty  of  a sensual  feminine 
TV.  I am  a handsome,  muscu- 
lar and  a successful  profes- 
sional. I would  love  to  share 
good  wine  and  food  with  a 
beautiful  TV  who  is  happy,  in- 
telligent, likes  music  and 
dancing.  Love,  Roni.” 


RAMONA  G. 

(S  CT-P-M  1948-K2274-74) 

60s,  5’11",  180.  Fantasia  Fair 
seven  years,  TCNE  First  Event 
6 years.  Member  COS.  Miss 
Provincetown,  ‘91.  Supportive 
wife  & daughters  that  know 
Ramona.  “Love  going  to  out- 
ings and  letting  the  Lady  in- 
side of  me  out.  Things  that 
make  me  strongest  as  a male 
are  the  results  of  Crossdress- 
ing and  being  RAMONA.” 


ANDREA  STEVENS 
(CT-P-M3214-K62 16-74) 
Member  COS.  Hetero  CD, 
5’8",  155,  late-40’s.  Happily 
married.  Wife  aware,  tolerant. 
Interested  in  competitive  cy- 
cling and  running,  reading, 
golf  and  skiing.  “Been  dress- 
ing fully  since  early  20s,  just 
beginning  to  experience  the 
best  this  life  has  to  offer.  Look- 
ing forward  to  helping  others 
and  attending  some  outings  in 
the  near  future.” 


STACI  H. 

(CT-P-M45  20-K4 1 99-77) 
Connecticut  Outreach  Society, 
married  44.  “Girl  at  heart  who 
is  very  friendly  and  fun-lov- 
ing. Loves  to  talk  about 
clothes  and  fashions  with  girl- 
friends and  boys  who  want  to 
be  girls.  Would  love  to  girl- 
talk  with  you,  too.” 


BILLIE  K. 

(CT-P-M4673-K 1 0349-74) 
Member  COS.  50s,  5’10",  155. 
Interested  in  golf,  auto  racing. 
“I’m  easy  going,  like  to  meet 
other  sisters.  Like  the  feel  of 
nylons  and  sexy  lingerie.  Have 
been  out  some.  Travel  limited. 
Looking  for  help  with  finish- 
ing touches  of  my  makeup. 
Write  with  your  tips  and  plea- 
sures. Will  answer  all.” 

ALISON  CHRISTINE  K. 
(CT-NP-M4950-K2837-75) 
Attractive  TS,  5’10",  12,  red 
hair,  blue  eyes,  computer  pro- 
fessional. Interested  in  collect- 
ing music  recordings;  roman- 
tic, elegant  dressing  in  satin 
and  lace;  heels  and  hose.  In 
search  of  TV/TS/GG  meeting 
for  girl  talk,  maybe  more.  Can 
travel.  Plan  to  attend  Pocono 
events. 
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STEPHANIE  PACKER 
(CT-P-M53 1 3-K1 1 789-75) 
Single  TV/TS.  “Dressing  since 
early  childhood.  Would  like  to 
meet  others  in  eastern  CT  dr 
RI  to  get  together  and  talk  or 
whatever  else.” 


NEW  JERSEY 
(070-  088) 


JOANNA  G. 
(NJ-M520-K445-76) 

Pre-op  TS,  Mature,  young  70, 
good  health,  intellectual, 
rounded  gender  education. “I 
desire  a meaningful  relation- 
ship with  a mature,  consider- 
ate, discrete,  financially  re- 
sponsible, Hetro  male  cogni- 
zant of  real  life  values  and 
perspective  of  his  child  within. 
Enjoy  outside  activities,  the- 
atre, music,  reading  and  re- 
search. Desire  correspon- 
dence with  pre-  and  post-op 
with  surgical  experience.  Pho- 
tos welcomed  and  exchanged. 
Confidentiality  assured.” 


PAMELA  G. 

(N  J-RP-M3070-K5682-8 1 ) 
"Member  Tri-Ess.  MWM,  22T. 
Wife  knows  of  Pamela  but 
doesn't  want  to  meet  her, 
which  leaves  me  in  need  of 


one  on  one  help  with  fashion 
selection,  makeup,  etc.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  a TG/GG 
from  Bergen  County.  Will  an- 
swer all." 


BABS  C. 

(NJ-P-M3219-K62 11-77) 
Member  MOTG,  Renaissance, 
Eulenspiegel  Society.  “Married 
with  supportive  and  loving 
wife.  Enjoy  fine  art,  music, 
standardised  horses  and  ten- 
nis. Travel  to  Poconos,  P’town, 
NYC  and  New  Hope  en 
femme.  Started  electrolysis. 
Gaining  confidence  in  femme 
role.  Enjoy  meeting  other  TV 
TSs  couples  for  dinner,  clubs, 
shopping  and  serious  talk.” 

JANET. 

(S.  NJ-M3487-K7209-74) 
MWM,  hetero,  6',  196,  50,  ath- 
letic build,  understanding 
wife.  Interested  in 
crossdressing,  corsets,  B & D, 
heels  and  especially  RUBBER. 
"Have  a full  beard  and  prefer 
not  to  leave  the  closet  for  ob- 
vious reasons.  Enjoy  corre- 
sponding and  will  respond  to 
all!” 


KAREN  KEYES 
(NJ-P-M3309-K6595-74) 
Member  Renaissance.  MWM, 
TV,  40s,  5T1",  175.  “Married 
TV  with  supportive  wife.  At- 
tend monthly  meetings  of  Re- 


naissance. Attended  TCNE 
First  Event  '93,  '94.  Attractive 
and  feminine  when  dressed. 
Wish  to  meet  other  TVs  for 
friendship  and  socializing. 
Open  minded.  Can  travel. 
Photo  appreciated.  Plan  to  at- 
tend a number  of  weekend 
events  each  year.” 

•ELAINE  MONROE 
(NJ-P-M3637-K78 1 0-76) 

“Love  feminine  role.  Co-Direc- 
tor of  MOTG,  member  Renais- 
sance, Tri-Ess.  Attended  Com- 
ing Together,  Be  All,  South- 
ern Comfort,  Fantasia  Fair, 
Paradise  in  the  Poconos. 
Speaker  for  TG  community. 
Goal  to  help  others  out  of  their 
closets,  and  to  help  the 
transgendered  legally  and  so- 
cially. Want  to  network  with 
those  with  similar  goals.” 


JIOVANNA  ALEXIS  TOWERS 
(NJ-P-M3678-K7998-74) 
Member  MGN.  Attended 
Moonlight  in  Manhattan  '93, 
'94,  '95.  Fun-loving,  pre-op  TS, 
5’7".  29,  135.  On  hormones 
since  7/92.  “Seeking  serious 
long-term  relationship  with 
single  easy-going  men  or  bi- 
TV  who  is  financially  and 
emotionally  secure,  to  help 
me  with  transition  and  attain 
SRS.  Reply  with  photo  and 
SASE.  No  fantasy  seekers. 
Smokers  okay.” 


ARLENE  THIEL 
(NJ-NP-M3777-K8249-81) 
Member  of  Renaissance.  At- 
tended many  events.  5'9",  155 
lb.,  very  smooth,  SWM  TV,  live 
alone,  mature  professional. 
“Only  hobby  is  being  as  femi- 
nine. Love  to  entertain  and 
share  girl-to-girl  things.  Also 
love  going  out  to  have  fun.  I 
correspond  lots  and  answer  all 
sooner  or  later.  Pictures  help.” 


PATRICIA  L. 

(NJ-NP-M3897-K6468-76) 

24,  6'2",  160,  single  TS.  “MS 
Molecular  Evolutionary  Genet- 
ics. I enjoy  the  outdoors,  sci- 
ence, reading  and  music.  I am 
taking  time  out  to  transition. " 

JAN  DIANA  N. 
(NJ-M3908-K4840-76) 

MWM,  hetero,  57,  6T\  200, 
blue  eyes,  TV/TS.  “Wife  has 
known  for  years,  but  is  nei- 
ther supportive  nor  accepting, 
which  pains  me.  Crossdressed 
since  age  five  with  mother’s 
support.  Still  in  closet.  Feel 
very  feminine  when  dressed 
as  the  person  I want  to  be. 
Will  answer  all.  Photo  wel- 
come.” 
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CAROL  ANN  LEE 
(NJ-NP-M4245-K9528-76) 
Member  IFGE  (Supp.),  Tri-Ess, 
Sigma  Nu  Rho  (Pres.),  LIFE, 
CDI,  News  Briefs  Editor.  At- 
tended 1994  Holiday  En 
Femme.  Married,  hetero,  51, 
5’8",  160,  supportive  wife  and 
three  daughters.  “Love  going 
to  concerts,  dinner  and,  of 
course,  shopping.  Will  ex- 
change letters  and  photos 
with  any  sister  although  ever- 
increasing  community  respon- 
sibilities have  slowed  replies.” 

MICHELLE  J. 

(NJ-M4 1 72-K9093-75) 

MWM  with  TS  tendencies.  6', 
185  and  losing.  Interested  in 
computers,  golf.  “Wish  to 
meet  other  TS/TV  for  help  and 
understanding  as  wife  doesn’t 
participate.  Love  to  dress  in 
short  skirts,  heels  and  every- 
thing feminine.  Thanks  for 
helping  me  out  of  closet.” 


shopping.” 


KATHLEEN  M. 

(NJ-NP-M47 1 9-K 1 0436-78) 
“Just  recently  came  out  and 
loving  every  minute  of  it.  36, 
5’6",  140.  Active  in  photogra- 
phy and  music.  Would  be  will- 
ing to  help  my  sisters  with 
photos.  Love  being  a girl  and 
look  foiward  to  meeting  other 
girls  like  me.  Looking  forward 
to  hearing  from  you.” 


JAKE  L. 

(NJ-P-M4993-K 1 0634-76) 
"Romantic,  educated,  profes- 
sional gentleman,  30's,  6',  180, 
admirer.  Seek  true  an  caring 
friendship  with  TS  or  feminine 
TG  person  21-45.  Understand- 
ing and  supportive  of  gender 
issues.  Enjoy  shopping,  fun 
times  and  cozy  nights.  Travel 
extensively." 


SUSAN  LYNETTE 
(NJ-P-M4700-K 1 039 1-74) 
MWM.  49,  member  of  Tri-Ess. 
“Wife  supportive.  Travel  to 
Virgin  Islands  several  times  a 
year.  Enjoy  going  out  to  res- 
taurants and  clubs  with  other 
sisters  and  couples  in  NYC 
and  NJ.  Making  a Dining  Out 
Guide  for  the  Tri-State  Area. 
Enjoy  SCUBA,  fishing  and 


VERONICA  LANE 
(NJ-P-M5028-K9 1 2 1 -76) 
Renaissance.  Hetero  CD,  42, 
smooth  shaven.  "Enjoy  corre- 
spondence, photo  exchange, 
club  Edelweiss,  hosting  dress- 
up  parties  at  my  home.  Fun- 
loving,  open-minded.  Smoke, 
drink,  and  dance." 

SISSY  L. 

(NJ-M5268-K1 1129-74) 

DWM,  TV,  46,  submissive,  het- 
ero, in  closet.  “Love  stockings, 
garter  belts  & heels,  intimate 
apparel.  Seek  correspondence 
with  understanding  S/DWF 
only,  age  40+.  Would  like  to 
dress  with  right  female.  Fan- 
tasy: A maid’s  uniform,  stock- 
ings, heels  & performing  do- 
mestic duties.” 

BRANDY  LEE 
(NJ-NP-M5491-K10 14-76) 
"Androgynous  male  with 
strong  TG  desires.  60,  5'H", 
150.  Seeks  M2F  TG,  18-30, 
slender,  long-straight  hair. 
Let's  explore  our  female  selves 
together." 


NEW  YORK  (090- 
149) 


WINNIE  BRANT 
(N  NY-P-M0228-K0582-74) 
Member  Tiffany,  Tri-Ess, 


TGIC.  Awards:  Miss  Fantasia 
Fair.  CD,  60+,  6’2".  Many  in- 
terests. Scientifically  and  cul- 
turally oriented.  “Have  at- 
tended many  CD  events.  Very' 
busy  as  president  of  TGIC,  but 
will  tiy  to  answer  any  corre- 
spondence.” 


CONNIE  TAYLOR 
(W  NY-P-M0434-K0657-75) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  Phoenix  So- 
ciety. MWM,  elderly,  hetero 
TV,  5’5",  125,  supportive  wife. 
Likes  clean-cut  clothes  and  tall 
heels.  Loves  to  correspond.  “If 
you  need  somebody  to  talk  to, 
just  write.  I really  do  reply  to 
all  letters  promptly.” 


DELORES  M. 

(SE  NYP-M0808-K0 555-76) 
Member  Chi  Delta  Mu  (past 
president),  LIFE,  Serenity.  At- 
tended Fantasia  Fair,  Poconos 
W/E  (1st  runner-up,  Miss  Po- 
conos), Coming  Together. 
Married,  middle-aged,  5’10", 
engineer,  lifelong  TV.  Inter- 
ested in  fashion,  photography, 
classic  bebop,  science,  sailing, 
biking,  tennis,  autos,  and  be- 
ing outdoors.  “I  love  the  fun 
part  of  the  scene,  derive  a lot 
of  pleasure  from  it.” 


INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER  EDUCATION 


D 11 


Transgender’s  Directory  of  Organizations  and  Personals 


VICKIE  STONE 

(SE  NY-P-M1035-K0559-75) 

Divorced,  46,  hetero,  attorney. 
Has  been  crossdressing  entire 
life,  and  out  since  1982.  Be- 
sides crossdressing,  enjoys 
writing,  singing,  song  writing, 
and  plays  bass  guitar.  Enjoys 
skiing,  long  walks.  Only  dates 
women  who  accept  Vickie. 
Former  editor,  Lifelines, 
former  member  LIFE,  Chi 
Delta  Mu.  Does  reply  to  cor- 
respondence sooner  or  later, 
usually  later. 

BONNIE  HOWARD 
(NY-M1 186-K0655-79) 

Size  10,  TG  businesswoman. 
“Single,  well  adjusted  woman 
who  carries  herself  with  pride 
and  confidence.  Silks  and  suits 
or  shirts  and  sweats.  Welcome 
to  my  world.” 


VICTORIA  LOUISE  NORRELL 
(SE-NY-P-M 1 960-K2390-78) 

“I  am  beautiful  for  I am  me,  I 
am  Victoria  and  I love  life.  1 
am  totally  energized  by  living 
feminine  and  I am  very  proud. 
Class  and  dignity  are  my  life 
and  tho’  I can  never  be  a 
woman,  I will  never  be  any- 
thing less  than  a lady.  If  you 
write,  I will  answer.  To  all  I 
wish  peace  . . of  mind  . . of 
spirit  . . “ 


FRANCINE  C. 

(NY-M 1 584-K063 1-74) 

SWM,  5'10",  190.  Interested  in 
outdoors,  reading  and  fishing. 
Girl  friend  supportive.  “Love 
the  total  feminine  look  to  be 
a passable  lady.  Interested  in 
corresponding  with  all,  espe- 
cially in  south  central  NY  and 
northeastern  PA.” 


KATHERINE  H 
(NY-P-M2073-K2 1 39-76) 
Member  of  TGIC  in  Albany. 
Attended  Fantasia  Fair  ’89,  ’90, 
91,  Coming  Together  in  Pitts 
& Philadelphia.  6',  brown  hair, 
post-op  TS,  college  student. 
“Love  music,  humor,  Broad- 
way, poetry,  writing  & corre- 
sponding, talking  and  being 
a woman.” 


JOANNE  S. 

(NY-P-M2375-K31 17-74) 
“Fifty-something  living  in  up- 
per Westchester  County. 
Dressing  forever,  and  so  far 
have  one  foot  out  of  the 
closet,  but  would  love  to  get 
at  least  an  entire  leg  out.  Wife 
non-supportive,  but  I get  by. 
Ld  like  to  meet  compatible  sis- 
ters in  the  area,  but  will  an- 
swer all.” 

JUDY  H. 

(NY-M1920-K2200-78) 
Member  of  LIFE.  43,  married. 


Interested  in  military  history, 
SF.  “Looking  for  a friend  to  talk 
to,  work  on  improving  image, 
etc.” 


JENNIFER  B. 

(LI  NY-P-M2441-K3429-75) 
MWM  with  supportive  wife, 
member  Eulenspiegel  Society. 
“Seek  meetings  and  corre- 
spondence with  TV/TSs  who 
have  a love  for  lingerie,  cor- 
sets, feminine  costumes  and 
fantasies.  Interested  in  psy- 
chology, metaphysics  and 
fashions.  Would  love  to  hear 
from  you.” 

JULIE  ANN  C. 

(N  NY-M  1695-K06 10-78) 
Member  TGIC,  Albany,  NY. 
Attended  Fantasia  Fair  ’78,  '88- 
’93.  Hetero  CD,  55,  5’9",  183. 
Interested  in  family,  hiking, 
camping,  SF.  An  over-all  out- 
doors country  girl. 

STEPHANIE  JENNIFER  W 
(NY-M2732-K4399-79) 
Member  of  Tri-Ess. 


A 

A 

-*  V 

HEIDI  ANN  COBART 
(NY-NP-M2522-K3686-76) 
“Bi-curious,  married,  39,  very 
passable,  been  dressing  all  my 
life.  Am  a very  feminine  lady 
who  loves  to  express  that  part 
of  myself  whenever  possible. 
Would  love  to  hear  from  other 
TVs  and  TSs  who  are  bi-curi- 
ous. Could  share  romantic 


times  with  the  right  lady.  Sin- 
cere detailed  letters  with 
photo  and/or  phone  get 
prompt  reply.” 

STEPHANIE  LYNN 
(N  NY-M  1744-K 1907-75) 
DWM,  43,  180,  TV.  StrongTS 
feelings.  “Love  to  dress  in  the 
more  conservative  styles.  Love 
the  feeling  of  being  a girl. 
Enjoy  computing,  playing  the 
keyboard  and  listening  to 
music.  Like  to  start  going  out 
more  in  the  Southern  NY  and 
Hudson  Valley  area.” 


VERONICA  MARTIN 
(N  NY-P-M2482-K3564-74) 
SWM,  hetero  CD.  “Enjoy  the 
prissy  girly  feeling  dressing  up 
in  full  petticoats,  square 
dance,  and  party  dresses.  Still 
looking  for  one  understand- 
ing gender  woman  in  my  life.” 


NANCY  ANN  HOWES 
(W  NYNP-M285 1-K4777-76) 
Member  Rochester  CD  Net- 
work. MWM  with  supportive 
wdfe.  "Lifelong  CD.  Femme 
likes:  lacy  slips,  makeup  and 
perfume.  Other  likes:  Holly- 
wood, music  and  sports.  Will 
do  my  best  to  respond  to  let- 
ters. NO  SEX  LETTERS.  Let’s 
talk  girl  talk.” 
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CAROLE  HAYES 
(NY-P-M3292-K6543-75) 

MWM,  hetero,  CD,  57",  155. 
Interested  in  music.  “Now  re- 
tired. Wife  supportive.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  attending 
our  first  event  together.” 


KATHY  LORRAINE 
(NY-P-M2974-K51 10-74) 
Lifelong  CD.  “I  can't  pass,  hut 
to  blend  in  is  a realistic  goal. 
46,  5’13",  180,  single,  lady 
businesswoman.  Member  Tri- 
Ess,  editor  Buffalo  Belles,  Nu 
Phi  Chi  newsletter.  Glad  to 
help  newcomers  in  any  way. 
No  sex  letters.  Thank  you, 
Kathy.” 

FRAN  B. 

(NY-M2781-K46 12-74) 

SWM  TV,  5'9",  154.  Former  fe- 
male impersonator,  chorus 
girl.  “Would  like  to  make 
friends  with  TS,  including 
F2M.  I love  romantic  dinners 
and  good  conversation.  I like 
to  dress  in  a business  woman’s 
outfit,  dress  suit.  Please  only 
reply  if  you  are  a discreet  in- 
dividual.” 


BRENDA  VEE 

(LINYNP-M3089-K5695-74) 
Member:  LIFE/Boarcl  of  Direc- 
tors. Outreach  Director,  Fan- 
tasia Fair  ’93, ’94, ’95.  SWTG, 
45.  “Very  sensitive  to  the  gen- 
der community  and  feels  a 
bond  to  us  all.  Striving  for 
personal  self-expression.  Sup- 
portive SO.  I enjoy  cooking 
and  dining,  fashion  and  make- 
up, pen  pals  and  sincere, 
open-minded  people.  I love 
to  help  new  people.” 


EMILY  C. 

(NY-P-M2966-K5 1 09-76) 
MWM,  hetero,  supportive 
wife.  Enjoys  family,  cooking, 
crafts,  full  expression.  “Love 
to  correspond  and  exchange 
ideas  and  experiences.  Have 
grown  considerably  thanks  to 
my  sisters  in  the  community. 
Photo  exchange  encouraged. 
Let’s  help  each  other  grow.” 

ROSE  WRIGHT 
(NY-M3837-K6827-80) 

SWM,  30,  just  beginning  to  ex- 
plore lifelong  gender  identity 
feelings.  “Would  like  to  cor- 
respond with  TS  or  persons 
with  TS  feelings  who  can  re- 
late. Especially  on  Long  Island. 
Only  sincere,  non-sexual  let- 
ters, please.” 


JANICE  G. 

(NY-P-M33 16-K6587-75) 
Member  Rochester  CD  Net- 
work, Erie  Sisters,  Xpressions, 
Buffalo  Belles.  Buffalo  area, 
42,  5’6",  “Enjoy  getting  to- 
gether with  friends,  or  going 
out  alone.  Started  coming  out 
late  ’91,  hormone  therapy  ’94, 
full  time  early  ’95,  SRS?  Other 
interests:  Star  Trek,  Sci-Fi  and 
fantasy,  astronomy,  hiking, 
American  history,  music.” 


JOANN  S. 

( NY-P-M 3455-K7096-79) 
“Attended  Fantasia  Fair,  Tri- 
Ess  convention  in  Chicago. 
Retired,  hetero,  live  alone, 
dress  as  often  as  I like,  some- 
times for  wreeks  at  a time.  In- 
terested in  world  travel  (travel 
every  chance  I get),  photog- 
raphy, fine  dining.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  people  who  live 
on  the  eastern  end  of  Long 
Island." 


JODIE  H. 

(NY-NP-M3700-K8044-77) 
“Married  transgender  and  hav- 
ing fun.  Need  help  with  my 
voice.  Appreciate  any  sugges- 
tions. Doing  Key  West  in  Feb- 
ruary. If  any  of  you  Florida  sis- 
ters want  to  get  together. 
Quite  a few  couple  friends  in 
the  NYC  area.  If  you  want  to 
join  in,  write.  Have  a great 
day!” 


ERICA  H. 

(NY-P-M3937-K8489-74) 
“Managing  Director,  Co- 
Founder  NY  GIRL  & PART- 
NERS Educational  Support 
Group  geared  toward  accom- 
plished CDs,  SOs,  gendered 
individuals.  Numerous  public 
outings,  NY  museums,  the- 
atres, World  Class  Shopper. 
Published  Erica's  Recom- 
mended Book  and  Movie  Re- 
views for  CDs.  Member  Re- 
naissance, COS.  Past  President 
LIFE.” 
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DANIELLE  IANELLI 
(NY-P-M4085-K7847-74) 

“Am  considered  shy,  but  have 
many  good  qualities.  32. 
Strong  TS  tendencies,  enjoy 
my  feminine  side.  Dress  up  as 
often  as  possible.  CD  since 
age  4.  Love  to  travel,  take  in 
a ball  game,  read  a good  novel 
and  strive  for  total  feminiza- 
tion. Want  to  make  friendships 
within  the  TV/TS  community.” 


TAMMIE  ANDERSON 
(NY-P-M4 1 4 1 -K8935-79) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  Chi  Delta  Mu 
“Love  to  dress  and  have  been 
going  out  in  public  the  last 
two  years.  Would  like  to  cor- 
respond and  meet  with  other 
TVs  in  area  north  of  NYC.  I 
am  a NYC  computer  and  math 
teacher.” 


ELIZABETH  B. 
(NY-NP-M4248-K3480-76) 
Single,  late  40s,  5'7",  hetero 
and  TS  wannabe.  “On  my 
good  days  I am  passable  and 
attractive.  I am  kind  of  shy  and 
more  of  the  follower  type. 
Would  love  to  have  more 
male,  female  and  companion- 
ship. Will  welcome  all,  espe- 
cially those  with  photos.” 

CATHERINE  L. 

(NYM4359-K3 186-74) 
Member  Connecticut  Out- 
reach Society.  MWM,  6'2",  42, 
hetero  CD.  “I  have  been  dress- 
ing since  teens.  Came  out  five 
years  ago.  Don't  pass  too  well, 
but  I do  go  shopping  dressed. 
Would  love  company  or  talk 
on  all  things  feminine.  Wife 
knows  but  is  not  supportive.” 


JANET  E. 

( NY-N  P-M  5 1 64-K 1 1395-77) 
SWM.  47,  57",  CD  living  in 
lower  Westchester  County. 
“Looking  to  meet  TVs,  would 
like  to  meet  older  gentlemen 
who  know  how  to  treat  a 
lady.” 

SUSAN  PARKER 
(NY-P-M4706-K 10407-74) 

MWM,  bi,  40s,  5'8",  150.  “Sec- 
retary for  Expression  Our  Na- 
ture (EON)  in  Syracuse.  Have 
attended  Riverside  Gala.  Love 
the  theatre,  dressing  classy, 


shopping,  dining  out,  party- 
ing and  dancing.  Interested  in 
exercise,  computers,  and  AoL. 
Would  enjoy  corresponding 
with  others  on  a variety  of  in- 
terests. Discretion  guaran- 
teed.” 


DIANNE  KARRON- 
SCHWARTZ 

(NY-P-M4720-K 10443-78) 

Tall  (61),  bright  (PhD),  medi- 
cal school/university  profes- 
sor, pretty  38-year-old  pre-op 
TS  or  possibly  TG  girl  seeks 
friends  to  go  out  on  the 
town, visit  when  on  the  road. 
Regular  IRC  addict.  Transgen 
C-D  Forum.  Likes  dance, 
aerobics,  makeup,  opera. 

JOAN  HAVILANI) 
(NY-M4782-K0577-75) 

"I  am  a 60+-year-old  cross- 
dresser who  has  been  doing 
it  for  over  50  years.  I am  in 
the  process  of  getting  di- 
vorced from  my  wife  of  40+ 
years  because  I quit  drinking. 
I am  57"  and  145.  I am  the 
Vice  President  of  IFGE  in  Al- 
bany and  welcome  the  effort 
of  helping  others.” 

ANGEL  L. 

(NY-M5222-K461 1-85) 

SWF,  29,  caring,  cute,  funny, 
honest,  marriage/friendship- 
minded,  monogamous,  mor- 
alistic, romantic,  smart,  spiri- 
tual, understanding.  No 
smoke/drink/drug/promiscu- 
ity/gambling.  Same:  SWM, 
CD,  even-tempered,  non-abu- 
sive,  29-35,  5'-5'6".  No  physi- 
cal or  mental  handicaps  or  dis- 
eases. Love  comedy,  culture, 
dining,  fifties,  fun.  music,  the- 
ater, etc.” 

L.K. 

(NY-M5036-K4726-76) 
“Straight,  professional,  white 
gentleman  in  Rochester,  38, 


TV/TS-friendly,  seeks  friends 
and  one  special  lady  for  ro- 
mance. Disappointed  with  the 
genetic  females  I've  loved. 
Seeking  very  feminine  TS  who 
wants  to  be  pampered.  I ll  be 
very  supportive.  Especially 
like  to  hear  from  Biber  Babies. 
Distance  no  deterrent!” 


FRAN  ESTES 
(NY-P-M4870-K91 1 1-75) 
Member  Lambda  Chi  Lambda, 
Tri-Ess.  Attended  Be  All  '93, 
'94,  Holiday  En  Femme  '92, 
93,  '94.  Married  to  accepting 
wife.  “In  closet  since  child 
until  six  years  ago.  Came  ex- 
ploding out.  Dedicated  to 
helping  others,  educating 
public.  I dress  as  a dignified, 
mid-aged  lady.  Write,  ex- 
change photos.” 


MICHELLE  BLOCH 
(NYP-M4921-K 10432-76 
"Member/Board  of  Directors 
LIFE.  47,  5'9",  150,  recently 
separated  TG.  Graphic  de- 
signer, artist,  assistant  editor 
LIFElines.  Interested  in  music, 
photography,  tennis,  shop- 
ping and  dining  out.  Corre- 
spondence welcome.” 

CARRIE  K. 

(NY-M4920-K9883-75) 
Member  MGN.  mid-30s,  pro- 
fessional, tall,  thin.  MTF  pre- 
op TS.  “Just  beginning  my 
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transition.  On  occasion  I’ve 
been  a creator,  sometimes  an 
instigator,  but  now  I find  that 
I am  an  explorer.  I'm  inter- 
ested in  finding  friends  who 
share  these  feelings  and  per- 
haps understand  where  we 
might  be  going.” 


JULIE  MORAN 
(NY-NP-M4946-K0588-75) 

SW  Bi-TV,  5’8",  34.  “Love  be- 
ing a woman:  clothes,  fashion, 
shopping,  socializing.  Pass 
fairly  well,  if  I can  stay  thin! 
Looking  for  help  handling  re- 
lationships, career,  charting  a 
course!  Would  love  to  corre- 
spond with  sisters  (letter  or  E- 
mail)  or  tall,  handsome,  sen- 
sitive men.” 

ANGEL  L. 

(NY-M5222-K461 1-85) 

“SWF,  29,  cute,  smart,  funny, 
artsy  non-smoking/drug/ 
drink/ promiscuous/ gamble. 
Moralistic,  romantic,  spiritual, 
honest,  understanding,  mar- 
riage/friendship-minded.  Mo- 
nogamous, caring.  Seeks 
same.  CD,  hetero,  even-tem- 
pered, 29-34,  5'-5’6",  non-abu- 
sive,  clean  cut.  Loves  comedy, 
theater,  music,  dining,  fun, 
culture,  etc.” 


SONYA  HARDENG 
(NY-P-M5026-K8993-74) 

MW  TV,  W-NY/Erie,  5' II", 


190,  supportive  wife,  some- 
times passable.  “Enjoy  going 
out  shopping,  long  walks, 
drag  bars  with  shows.  I am  shy 
but  friendly,  submissive  as  a 
woman,  total  look  and  feel. 
Looking  for  that  special 
woman.  Will  answer  all 
photo/phone.  I look  better 
than  the  picture.” 


CHRISSY  S. 

(NY-P-M5195-K 1 1530-74) 
SWM,  hetero  CD,  5T1",  45, 
engineer.  “Enjoy  travel,  the- 
ater, electronics,  fashion  and 
shopping.  Outgoing  with 
great  sense  of  humor,  but  vety 
discreet  about  crossdressing. 
Prefer  the  professional  career- 
girl  look  and  the  very  femi- 
nine look.  Interested  in  meet- 
ing women  from  NYC  area  for 
friendship/relationship.” 


CHRISSIE  YORK 
(NY-P-M5212-K1 1564-74) 
Member  CD  Network.  WM 
CD,  5’5",  mid-30s,  160.  Inter- 
ested in  dressing  clubs.  Red 
hair,  can  pass.  “Looking  for  an 
understanding  female  and 
other  CD/TV/TS  I will  write 
back.  A lifetime  CD.” 


leggy  feminine  TS  or  TV  for 
possible  correspondence  and 
to  get  together.  Please  reply 
with  photo.  Will  answer  all." 


GINA  DANIELS 
(NY-NP-M5226-K 1 1619-74) 

1 letero  TV,  40s,  16,  NYC  metro 
area  wants  to  go  out  with 
other  TV/TS  or  mature  gentle- 
men to  the  movies,  a Broad- 
way show  or  shopping.  “I 
have  hundreds  of  pictures. 
Your  photo  gets  mine.” 


JEAN  ALEXANDER 
(NY-P-M 5 2 3 5-K 1 1638-74) 

SWM,  TV,  40s,  5’10",  175, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  “So- 
phisticated New  Yorker  loves 
to  dress.  Looking  to  meet 
other  ladies  who  understand 
the  good  life  and  beautiful  lin- 
gerie. Reaching  out  for  the  first 
time.” 


BOB  CLARK 
(NY-M5285-K1 1734-74) 

“SWM,  5’10",  49,  dark  blond 
hair,  blue  eyes,  good  looking 
masculine  man  seeking  tall. 


CLEO  JONES 
(NY-NP-M5376-K2860-75) 

MWM,  60+ , 5’9",  190.  Member 
Buffalo  Belles,  Rochester  CD 
Network.  “Crossdressing  since 
childhood.  Wife  very  negative 
and  unaware  of  my  TV  life. 
Love  to  dress  and  be  feminine. 
Looking  for  someone  in  my 
area  for  long  conversations. 
Can’t  afford  separate  apart- 
ment for  Cleo.  Will  return  let- 
ters ASAP.” 


DONNA  WALSH 
(NYNP-M5459-K1 1222-75) 
5’9",  150  lb.,  single,  sincere, 
sensitive.  “Gender  aware  since 
childhood.  Uncertain  of  my  fi- 
nal destination  but  sure  I am 
not  there  yet.  Recently  re- 
turned home  after  five  years 
in  Texas.  Well  educated,  seek- 
ing new  career  opportunities. 
Enjoy  sailing,  reading,  music, 
offbeat  movies  and  film  festi- 
vals, travel.  Seeking  corre- 
spondence /friendship  with 
old  and  new  friends  .” 


PENNSYLVANIA 
(150-  196) 

BETH  STEELE 

(PA-M 1 03 1 -K0663-75) 

Member  of  Transpitt,  Cross 
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roads,  TCNE.  Attended  Be  All, 
Spring  and  Fall  Provincetown 
Outings.  Tall,  thin,  dressy, 
good  talker.  Interested  in 
dressing  up  and  going  out  to 
events,  dinner,  malls  for  shop- 
ping, and  making  friends. 


ALISON  LAING 
(E  PA-P-M 1 242-K0733-74) 
Co-Founder,  past  National  Di- 
rector Renaissance.  Chairper- 
son of  the  Outreach  Institute 
of  Gender  Studies,  Director 
Fantasia  Fair  ’94,  ’95,  Ms.  Fan- 
tasia Fair  ’92.  Member  of  AE- 
GIS Board  of  Directors.  Trin- 
ity Award  1994.  "Interested  in 
Native  American  traditions 
and  community  building  as  re- 
lated to  transgenderism.  Love 
fine  dining,  good  wine,  art, 
crafts,  antiques,  theater  and 
travel.” 

MICHELLE  DOUGLAS 
(SE  PA-M2623-K3889-79) 

MWM,  41,  5T0",  185.  Enjoy 
fine  lingerie,  satin  dresses,  and 
high  heels.  Married  to  accept- 
ing and  helpful  wife.  "I'm  a 
novice,  and  have  never  been 
out.  Would  like  to  correspond 
with  other  married  couples 
concerning  CD  relationships.” 

•JENNIFER  WHITE 
(W  PA-NP-M1722-K 1880-75) 
Member  TransPitt,  Erie  Sisters. 
5’  10",  180,  red  hair,  green 
eyes.  Interested  in  sports,  fash- 
ion, writing,  photography. 
“Looking  for  males  for  escorts, 
CDs  to  go  out  with,  etc.  Noth- 
ing bizarre,  please.” 

S.  KRISTINE  JAMES 
(PA-M3228-K6289-78) 
“Founder  Cross  Dressers  Inter- 
national in  New  York  City,  Di- 
rector of  Moonlight  in  Man- 
hattan. Travel  extensively  and 
would  love  to  hear  from  you.” 


CHARLES  M. 

(PA-M4774-K 1 0509-74) 

SW  M-F  hetero  CD,  56,  5’10", 
260,  member  TCNE.  “Like  to 
help  hetero  F-M  CD  discuss 
men’s  traditions  during  week- 
end meetings  in  PA  Poconos, 
ABE  area  or  Central  NJ. Helps 
if  you  like  Japanese  and  Chi- 
nese cuisine.” 


DEBBIE 

(PA-P-M  2095-K2493-76) 

"Biber  Girl,  Class  of  '92.  6'  1 " , 
brunette,  green  eyes,  fair  skin. 
Bisexual,  interested  in  com- 
puters, sci-fi,  music,  Things 
have  really  opened  up  for  me 
since  surgery,  and  keep  get- 
ting better.  Love  to  hear  from 
others." 

VERONICA  MARTIN 
(PA-M2482-K3564-74) 

SWM  hetero  CD.  “Enjoy  dress- 
ing in  full  petticoats  and 
square  dance  dresses.  Would 
love  to  go  square  dancing. 
Interested  in  meeting  under- 
standing women.  PS:  Barbara 
(genetic  girl),  you  left  out  your 
return  address  in  letter.” 


crossdressing.  I do  go  out 
without  problems.  I will  re- 
spond to  any  letters,  but  I am 
not  much  of  a writer." 


JENNY  W 

(PA-NP-M289 1 -K4869-76) 

Single  CD,  34,  5’6",  140.  “Pass- 
ing and  feeling  wonderful  in 
Philadelphia.  Professional,  fun 
and  outgoing  with  diversified 
interests.  Would  love  to  hear 
from  all  sincere,  especially  an 
understanding  female  for 
friendship/relationship.  I 
travel  a little.  Talk  to  you 
soon!” 


KATHY  STONE 
(PA-P-M3345-K6619-74) 
MWM,  early  40s,  5’10",  12, 
blue  eyes.  Enjoy  shopping, 
dancing  and  listening,  current 
events,  sports,  and  fashions. 
“I  travel  extensively  and 
would  like  to  meet  sisters  and 
older  gentlemen  who  know 
how  to  treat  a lady  for  nights 
out,  dating,  or  simply  talking 
and  friendship.  Please  send 
photo  for  prompt  reply.” 


PHYLLIS  JEAN  W 
(W  PA-P-M2770-K4563-75) 
30-something  crossdresser 
with  strong  transsexual  ten- 
dencies. “I  enjoy  painting, 
dancing,  guitar,  skiing  and 


ROCCANA  DEFAZIO 
(PA-NP-M 3 383-K67 84-7 4) 

57",  1601b.,  39-.  “Fun-  loving 
TV.  Always  looking  to  explore 
and  enhance  my  true  feminine 
inner  feelings.  Looking  to 
meet  that  special  someone 
who  could  help  me  achieve 
my  goal  of  living  my  life  as  a 
woman.  Good  letter  with 
photo  generates  same.” 

CANDY  MICHELE  DOELER 
(PA-M5368-K61 34-75) 

“Pre-op  TS  just  starting  out 
seeks  advice  from  sisters  far- 
ther along.  Will  do  anything 
to  achieve  total  womanhood. 
Anything.  Seeking  serious  re- 
lationship with  anyone  who 
is  willing  and  able  to  help  with 
transition.  Also  desire  employ- 
ment. Willing  to  learn/relo- 
cate.” 


WILMA  ANNE  SILVER 
(PA-P-M3388-K6832-74) 
Single,  retired,  hetero  CD. 
“Now  have  time  to  refine 
femme  self.  Looking  for  sup- 
port in  joining  organization 
and  attending  social  functions. 
Would  also  like  to  find  a fe- 
male to  enjoy  the  best  of  both 
worlds.” 
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DIANE  DALE 
(PA-NP-M4229-K7 1 36-76) 
Member  Renaissance;  At- 
tended Paradise  in  the 
Poconos;  MWM;  Hetro;  CD 
with  strong  TS  feelings;  40- 
something.  “Enjoy  music,  pho- 
tography, shopping,  aviation 
and  clubbing.  Wife  doesn’t 
know.  Have  a relatively  con- 
ventional lifestyle,  wonderful, 
stable  family.  Love  to  have 
fun,  but  nothing  too  extreme. 
Drop  me  a note,  I'll  write 
back.” 

D.  MCKAY 

(PA-P-M4296-K88 1 7-77) 
Member  TransPitt,  Tri-Ess.  "41, 
5'ir,  145,  10,  very  passable 
CD.  Interested  in  helping  oth- 
ers with  femme  image  and 
mindset  and  public  awareness 
talks.  W.  Central  PA  area.  Will 
escort  as  male  or  femme  shop- 
ping, Genetic  Girls  also  wel- 
come for  meeting,  maybe 
more.  Femme  photo  gets  re- 
sponse." 

MICHELLE  WEAVER 
PA-M5348-K3940-75) 
“Separated/divorcing  bi-TV, 
41,  but  looks  and  acts  31. 
Dressing  since  10-years  old, 
but  inexperienced  in  makeup, 
nails,  etc.  Enjoy  anything  femi- 
nine, also  racing,  movies, 
plays  and  dancing.  Would  love 
shop,  date  and  dance  as 
Michelle.  Can  any  M or  F help 
me  with  pointers  to  be  a 
woman?  Will  answer  all.” 


KAREN  K. 

(SE-PA-P-M4593-K9998-74) 
Single  TV/TS,  6',  160.  “Want 
to  make  friends  with  other 
TV/TS/GG.  Interests  include 
fine  dining,  shopping,  travel- 
ing, living  as  a she-male,  glam- 
our, theatre,  seductive  fash- 
ions, makeup,  high  heels  and 
all  that  is  feminine.” 


JESSICA  BRANDON 
(PA-P-M4838-K7044-75) 
Member  of  Renaissance. 
Hetero  SBM,  36,  6’2",  195. 
“Have  been  crossdressing  for 
twenty-two  years.  My  image 
is  that  of  a stylish,  sophisti- 
cated lady,  and  I always  dress 
like  a classy  career  woman. 
Eager  to  become  involved  in 
local  outreach  while  I’d  love 
to  hear  from  crossdressers  of 
color.” 


KRISTEN  ASHLEY  EMBERS 
(PA-NP-M5 1 45-K 1 1 340-74) 
SCD,  31.  “Out  a few  times  & 
love  it!  Interests  are  shopping, 
movies,  stock  market,  sports, 
music.  Seek  correspondence 
with  understanding  female  for 
friendship,  possible  relation- 
ship. Also  seek  letters  from 
other  sisters.  Letter  with  photo 
gets  mine.  Complete  MBA 
June.  Any  job  leads?” 


BARBARA  D. 

(PA-P-M5 1 5 1-K93 19-74) 
DWM,  30s,  tall,  thin,  hetero 
TV.  “Love  fashion  and  model- 
ing. Enjoy  the  challenge  and 
magic  when  the  clothes,  ac- 
cessories, and  makeup  form 
a convincing  transformation. 
My  interests  include  music,  art, 
cooking,  and  fitness.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  accepting 
females  and  other  TV/TSs.” 


ELLEN  S. 

(PA-P-M5319-K1 101 1-74) 

SWM,  46,  Bi-TV.  “Been  cross- 
dressing since  my  teens.  Like 
to  be  out  of  the  closet  more, 
but  fear  I would  not  pass.  Like 
to  write  and  meet  other  TV/ 
TS/CDs  for  friendship  or  rela- 
tionship. Love  wigs,  makeup 
and  being  feminine.  Discreet. 
Will  try  to  answer  all.” 


DELAWARE  (197- 
199) 


PHYLLIS  VAN  ETTA  LARSON 
(DE-P-M093 1 -K0742-74) 
Gracious  lady  active  in  Tri-Ess, 
IFGE,  Renaissance  Mtgs.  Pho- 
tographed Tiffany  Club's 
Awards  Banquets  '90- ’94.  Mar- 
ried over  45  years  to  an  un- 
derstanding, beautiful  and  gra- 
cious wife.  Self-employed,  of- 
ten dresses  in  home  and  of- 
fice, dines  out  dressed.  Elec- 
trolysis completed  in  '84.  Sails, 
Pilot,  Churched.  Resides  in 
Southern  Del.  Letters  an- 
swered. 
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AUDREY  J.  STEELE 
(DE-P-M2434-K3366-74) 
Member  Renaissance,  Tri-Ess. 
“To  all  who  have  written, 
please  forgive  me,  I just  could 
not  keep  up.  Thank  you  all!  I 
come  and  go  dressed  any- 
where, so  I'm  out  there,  and 
very  lucky  to  have  met  the 
people  of  each  organization. 
I hope  and  pray  that  1 can  and 
have  been  of  some  help  to 
others.” 


BRENDA  LYNN  GRAY 
(DE-P-M5215-K2009-74) 

Single  TV,  mid-40s,  57",  size 
8.  Member  Renaissance.  "Very 
comfortable  with  my  male  and 
fern  self.  Love  going  out 
dressed.  Enjoy  making  new 
friends.  Like  to  hear  from 
other  sisters.  Photo  appreci- 
ated.” 


WASHINGTON, 
DC  (200-  205) 


BONNIE  ELAINE  LEONARD 
(DC-M4440-K8 1 90-76) 

“Please  help!  I long  to  be  a 
girl,  but  have  a fear  of  not 
passing  and  a uncooperative 
wife.  I want  to  contact  others 
in  my  area,  and  to  know  of 
local  businesses  catering  to 


TVs  for  clothing  and  shoes, 
hair,  makeup  and  makeovers, 
voice  training,  electrolysis.” 


MARYLAND 
(206-  218) 


CINDY  HENDERSON 
(MD-P-M 1 725-K0757-74) 

She-male,  36,  married.  "Wife 
is  very  understanding  and  sup- 
ports my  feminine  develop- 
ment. Am  interested  in  writ- 
ing, talking,  meeting,  and  net- 
working with  all  who  enjoy 
and  participate  in  the  trans- 
gendered  lifestyle.  Wife  would 
especially  like  to  talk  with  fe- 
males who  are  dating  or  are 
married  to  TVs.” 


RENE  R. 

(MD-P-M4 1 9 1 -K8579-74) 
Bi-TV,  5’  10",  150,  30s,  lifelong 
CD,  slim,  educated,  profes- 
sional with  healthy  lifestyle. 
Interests  include  photography, 
art,  nature,  photography,  mu- 
sic (blues).  “Extremely  busy 
life.  Interested  in  meeting 
quality  individuals,  especially 
attractive,  slim  pre/post  TS  or 
females  for  long-term  mo- 
nogamous relationship.” 


KATHERINE  HUNT 
(MD-M4905-K 10858-76) 
MWM,  mature,  bi-CD.  "Wife 
not  completely  understanding 
of  crossdressing  life-style. 
However,  I love  every  minute 
of  my  other  life,  and  am  prob- 
ably one  of  Victoria's  Secret's 
better  customers.  Would  like 
to  learn  from  other  CDs/TVs 
in  MD/DC  area,  and  hopefully 
develop  relationship  with  an- 
other bi-CD.  Discretion  as- 
sured.” 

SUE  B. 

(MD-M5 1 7 1-K585 1-74) 

Bi-WMM,  5' 10",  200.  “Wife 
non-supportive.  Love  to  dress, 
especially  in  lingerie.  Like  gui- 
tar, computer  sports.  Would 
like  to  meet/correspond  with 
others.  Photo  nice,  but  not 
necessary.” 


AMY  B. 

(MD-P-M53I1-K1 1509-75) 

SCD  32,  5’8",  150.  “Out  of  de- 
nial in  December  '94.  Aggres- 
sively pursuing  cross-dressing 
since.  Have  been  out  on  sev- 
eral occasions.  Love  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  related  activi- 
ties. Looking  for  safe  and  sup- 
portive females  for  friendship, 
help  with  wardrobe  and  pos- 
sible relationship.  Please  send 
photo  with  letter.” 


VIRGINIA  (220- 
246) 


JAYNE  MACK 
(VA-P-M 1 206-K0748-76) 
WBiM,  50s,  lifelong  closet  CD. 
“Late  in  accepoting  so  still 
learning.  Want  to  correspond 
with  and  meet  women,  sisters, 
and  men  willing  to  help  me 
on  the  road  to  becoming  the 
woman  I long  to  be.  I’m  a 
professional  writer  into  elec- 
tronic publishing.  Love  music, 
esp.  jazz  and  big  bands,  and 
sexy  lingerie.” 

LINDA  C. 

(VA-M0703-K0784-74) 
Member  of  Tri-Ess.  5'8",  150, 
MWM,  hetero  TV.  Interested 
in  women's  fashions,  gourmet 
cooking,  photography,  music. 
"Enjoy  meeting,  correspond- 
ing with  TVs.” 


CHRISTINA  SMITH 
(VA-P-M  1 868-K2 1 76-75) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  Virginia’s  Se- 
cret. 6',  185.  Just  turned  50. 
Enjoy  photography,  big  band 
music,  collectable  records, 
cooking,  and  going  out 
dressed.  “Like  to  write  other 
sisters.  Forming  new  Tri-Ess 
group  in  Richmond.  Like  to 
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attend  Holiday  En  Femme  or 
similar  event.” 


KIMBERLY  C. 

(N  VA-P-M2300-K2981-74) 
“Transgendered.  Have  been 
crossdressing  for  40  years.  Last 
attended  Southern  Comfort 
1994.  Member  Virginia  Secret, 
TGEA.  Will  exchange  experi- 
ences of  coming  out  to  family 
and  business  associates.  Will 
answer  all.” 

SHARON  LEE 
(VA-M3185-K61 10-74) 

MWM.  54,  6',  185,  recently  re- 
tired, long  time  CD.  “Support- 
ive wife.  Just  starting  to  go 
out,  but  a way  to  go  to  pass. 
Interested  in  gardening,  com- 
puters, horology.  Enjoy  my 
feminine  side.  Will  answer  all 
letters.” 


DLANE  PARIS 
(VA-P-M2460-K3426-73) 

MWM  TV.  Feels  best  when 
dining,  shopping,  at  a disco 
or  a piano  bar  with  wife  and 
TV  friends  or  couples.  She’s 
found  that  confidence  gains 
respect  and  dignity  from  the 
public.  She  and  her  wife  are 
always  ready  to  help  other 
TVs  or  couples  with  the  issues 
around  this  lifestyle. 


SAMANTHA  W. 
(VA-P-M3052-K5630-78) 
Member  Virginia’s  Secret,  Tri- 
Ess.  MWM,  hetero  TV,  70s,  re- 
tired, 5 ’9",  165.  Interested  in 
amateur  radio,  sailing,  wood 
carving,  classical  music,  bal- 
let, dressing,  shopping.  “Sup- 
pressed TV  from  boyhood  to 
1991  when  I discovered 
Virginia’s  Secret  and  IFGE.  Di- 
vorced and  remarried  wonder- 
ful supportive  widow.  Wel- 
come letters  from  other  TV’s.” 

DAVE  B. 

(VA-M4881-K5926-75) 
Bi-MWM,  42,  6',  180,  blonde, 
blue  eyes.  Considered  hand- 
some with  a warm  and 
friendly  disposition.  “Travel, 
US,  Canada  and  overseas. 
Wish  to  meet  a TV/TS  who 
desires  a special  relationship. 
Full  of  fun  and  mutual  respect. 
Photo  with  your  response 
appreciated.” 


DIANA  A. 

(VA-P-M 328 3-K647 8-7 4) 

“I  am  a fun-loving  36-year-old, 
trim  CD  who  is  looking  for 
friends.  I like  to  dance,  shop, 
fashion,  champagne,  good 
conversation  and  having  fun! 
I like  romance  novels,  disco, 
jazz,  lingerie  and  more.  Give 
me  a chance  to  tell  you  more. 
I will  not  disappoint.” 


DON  C. 

(VA-M4284-K 1425-76) 

AM,  5'9",  168,  desires  to  meet 
personable  TV/TS  for  friend- 
ship, etc.  Travels  mid-Atlantic 
region  from  VA  to  NY  regu- 
larly. “Photo/phone  desired. 
Discretion  assured.  Let's  meet 
and  enjoy  life.” 


DIANE  VAN  HORNE 
(VA-P-M4730-K 10459-74) 

D,  35,  tall,  slender,  discreet. 
“Wish  to  correspond  with  all 
who  are  in  need  of  LSF.  I an- 
swer every  letter,  but  give  pri- 
ority to  those  with  a photo. 
Have  enjoyed  making  all  my 
new  friends,  hope  to  continue 
to  meet  more.  You  have 
helped  make  ’94  the  best  year 
of  my  life.” 


KARA  H 

(VA-P-M4858-K5470-75) 

“T*  trying  to  work  out  what 
the  * is... maybe  S,  maybe  V. 
6’3",  green  eyes,  blonde.  In- 
terests include  transgendered 
and  feminist  issues,  comput- 
ers and  science  fiction.  Love 
to  meet  others.” 

MARGO  JOHNSON 
(VA-M4906-K1 0859-75) 

DWM,  Bi,  CD,  49,  5’6",  150, 
16.  Tampa-St.  Petersburg.  Pro- 
fessional, clean,  discreet,  non- 
smoker.  “Dressing  for  years  in 


private.  Love  dresses,  nylons, 
high  heels,  and  everything 
feminine.  Looking  for  other 
TS/TV/CD  and  understanding 
females  to  share  these  times 
with.  Let’s  exchange  photos 
and  phone  numbers.  Can 
travel,  entertain  at  home.” 


DEBRA  DAVIES 
(VA-NP-M5087-K 1 0926-77) 

MWM,  5’11",  205,  late  40s. 
“Dressing  since  age  15.  Love 
to  get  out  and  about,  but  op- 
portunities are  restricted.  Will 
respond  to  all  who  write  (pre- 
fer thosoe  with  a photo).” 


BARBARA  K. 

(VA-NP-M5377-K 10458-75) 
WM  bi-TV,  early  50s,  retired. 
“Enjoy  my  feminine  side,  es- 
pecially high  heels,  nylons 
and  sexy  lingerie.  Interests  are 
fine  music,  wine  and  cooking. 
Love  to  dress.  Would  like  to 
correspond  and  meet  other 
TV/TSs.  Please  send  photo 
with  response.” 
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DANIELLE  MEADOW 
(VA-NPM5455-K 106 19-75) 

Very  passable,  135,  5 ' 8" , 
blonde  hair,  blue  eyes.  “Have 
accepted  reality  of  being  trans- 
gendered/TS  but  have  found 
that  reality  to  be  lonely/con- 
fusing. Love  the  feel  of  nylons 
over  shaved  legs  and  wearing 
bikini  on  beach.  Enjoy  ocean, 
mountains  and  attention  of 
sensitive,  caring  people.” 


KAY  LIGHTNER 
(WV-P-M2435-K3374-74) 
Married  CD,  highly  support- 
ive spouse.  “We  both  enjoy 
being  out  in  the  community  . 
Have  attended  Be  All  and 
Paradise  in  the  Poconos.  Have 
started  vacationing  en  femme. 
Coming  out  to  select  straight 
friends.  Am  an  avid  sewer  & 
cartoonist.  Love  to  corre- 
spond.” 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
(246-  268) 


DEE  DEE  HENSELL 
(WV-P-M2329-K3026-77) 
Member  Kappa  Beta.  Di- 
vorced CD,  50,  looking  for 
woman  who  would  like  role- 
reversal  in  a relationship.  I'd 
like  to  keep  house  and  make 
a home  for  that  special  girl. 
Want  to  learn  how  to  sew,  and 
go  to  cosmetology  school. 
Now  living  and  working  as  a 
domestic.  Like  to  meet  and 
correspond  with  others.” 


DEBBIE  LUCAS 
(WV-P-M3393-K6841-75) 
Debbie  is  in  her  40s,  5 '6",  has 
understanding  wife,  and  is 
passable.  Tri-Ess  member,  one 
of  the  founders  of  Trans- WV, 
President  of  a Kanewha  Val- 
ley support  group  called  The 
Valley  Girls  (TVG),  in  Charles- 
ton, the  state  capital. 


NORTH 
CAROLINA 
(270-  289) 


FRANCES  T. 

(NC-P-M 1 245-K0823-78) 
Member  TVC,  Tri-Ess.  Partici- 
pant Coming  Together,  Be  All. 
Late  30s,  57",  140.  “Pass  very 
well.  Enjoy  shopping  chatting 
with  store  clerks,  beauty  per- 
sonnel, etc.,  who  know  me. 
Flew  dressed  to  my  last  con- 
vention. Look  forward  to  do- 
ing it  again  next  year.  Browse 
in  women’s  magazines  and 
dress  catalogues.  Not  a good 
correspondent.” 

KATHERINE  D. 

(NC-M4 1 28-K892 1-75) 

Married,  professional,  cross- 
dresser. Interested  in  sports 
and  fashion.  “Kathy  has  been 
crossdressing  several  years, 
but  is  just  now  discovering  her 
femme  self.  She  is  a new 
member  of  Tri-Ess.  Her  goal 
is  to  develop  so  that  she  may 
pass  in  public.” 


PATRICIA  P 

(NC-NP-M3276-K6450-76) 

“MWM,  30,  semi- vegetarian, 
non-smoker,  professional. 
Seeking  sincere  and  caring 


friends.  My  interests  include 
playing  guitar,  reading,  gen- 
der issues,  The  X-Files  and 
leading  a more  simple 
lifestyle.” 


JACKIE  J. 

(NC-P-M4048-K8273-74) 
SWMCD,  40ish,  5’9",  165.  “Will 
try  to  respond  to  all  sisters 
who  have  written.  Bear  with 
me!  Still  in  closet.  Someday 
soon,  hope  to  open  the  door! 
Very  active  in  community  and 
spend  much  time  with  SO 
(doesn't  know,  but  I think 
suspects).  Ex-military  (MOS 
7562).  Interests:  gardening, 
fishing,  aviation,  hunting.” 


PAMELA  ROGERS 
(NC-NP-M4235-K9428-76) 
“This  Carolina  girl  Adores  ev- 
erything about  being  a lady. 
Enjoy  sending  letters  and  pho- 
tos to  friends  from  all  over. 
Love  the  humorous  side  of  our 
transgendered  community, 
and  proud  to  be  a part  of  it. 
Being  Pamela  is  not  some- 
thing I do,  it  is  a part  of  who 
I am.  Write  soon!.” 

EMMA  S. 

(NC-M4864-K6443-75) 

“Emma  took  an  ax,  and  gave 
her  closet  door  40  whacks. 
When  she  had  done,  in  came 
a ray  of  sun.  I’m  35,  SWM,  bi- 
tendencies, 265,  out  with  pub- 
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lie,  not  with  family.  Searching 
for  friends.  Prefer  ’50s  glam- 
our look,  especially  gowns, 
foundation  garments  (collec- 
tor) & cigarette  holders.  Please 
write!” 


LISA  R 

(NC-M4936-K 1 0950-75) 
TV'/TS  seeks  employment  in 
US.  Bachelor  degree  Agrono- 
mist. Currently  quality  assur- 
ance lab  technician.  Labora- 
tory or  botanical  opportunities 
preferred,  but  open  to  alter- 
natives. 

CAROLYN  C. 

(NC-M5504-K 1 2 1 39-76) 

45,  5' 10",  180,  hetero  DWM. 
“Preparing  to  go  full  time  fe- 
male. Deep  desire  for  SRS  by 
2000.  Would  like  to  meet  simi- 
lar in  Raleigh  area.” 


SOUTH 
CAROLINA 
(290-  299) 


TRISH  J. 

(SC-M4698-K9264-74) 

MWM  hetero,  5' 10",  189  & los- 
ing, 16,  35..  “Crossdressing 
since  childhood.  Married  to 
supportive  wife.  Must  be  care- 
ful for  family.  Want  to  corre- 
spond with  others.  Haven't 
been  out  yet,  but  thinking 
about  support  group.  Waiting 
for  your  letter  so  I can  write 
back!” 


LEE  CASHIN 
(SC-P-M4926-K4696-76) 

“63,  Bi-CD.  Androgynous.  In- 
terested in  meeting  Local  CDs. 
All  woman  underneath. 
Would  love  to  meet  passable 
CDs  so  we  could  date  as 
couple.  Have  large  collection 
of  lingerie.” 


GEORGIA  (300- 
319) 


MICHELLE  WEST 
(GA-M 1 486-K0842-7 5) 
“Yankee  transplant  has  flour- 
ished in  the  Sunny  South. 
Nourish  my  soul  with  books 
and  music,  my  body  with  ex- 
ercise, both  with  Tai  Chi,  and 
my  bank  account  in  the  com- 
puter world.  Lifelong  CD, 
coming  farther  out  by  leaps 
and  creeps  Will  answer  all 
except  come-ons.” 

MICHELLE  L. 
(GA-M4724-K9565-74) 

In  therapy  for  lifelong  gender/ 
body  conflict.  “Am  seeking 
mutual  support  and  encour- 
agement with  this  issue  as 
well  as  good,  honest  friend- 
ships. Also  looking  for  sup- 
port groups  here  in  SE  GA  and 
NE  FL.  Can  anyone  help?  Will 
answer  all  who  write.  Please, 
no  sexually  explicit  letters. 
Thank  you.” 


MELANIE  S HALINE 
(GA-P-M2265-K2822-75) 
DWM  CD,  5T3",  old  enough 
to  know  better,  but  still  young 
enough  to  resist.  “Love  explor- 
ing all  aspects  of  who  I am. 
Your  picture  gets  mine.  Active 
in  all  events  including  conven- 
tions, retreats,  cruises.  Happy 
with  who  I am.  Will  share  that 
feeling.” 


LAURA  A.  SIMS 
(GA-P-M  3956-K6882-74) 
MWM  hetero  CD  since  age  of 
four,  55,  5’9",  168,  40-34-38, 
blue  eyes,  blonde  hair.  “Love 
everything  feminine,  mostly 
home  dresser,  however,  have 
enjoyed  Southern  Comfort 
and  a few  Atlanta  Sigma  Epsi- 
lon meetings.  Love  girl  talk, 
sharing  experiences.  Your  pic- 
ture gets  mine.  Answer  all. 
PROMISE.” 


DONNA  K. 

(GA-P-M5249-K1 1648-74) 
“Tall,  early  50s,  act/look  much 
younger.  Have  been  dressing 
only  a short  time,  but  have 
come  out  successfully.  Very 
open-minded.  Love  to  make 
new  friends  for  social  interac- 
tion, dressing  and  role  play- 
ing with  other  CD/TVs,  domi- 
nant GGs,  or  gentlemen  who 
appreciate  a special  lady.” 

GINGER  SCHOENHERR 
(GA-M5337-K2131-78) 

SWM  CD,  very  feminine, 
spends  about  75%  of  time  as 
a woman.  Loves  old  movies, 
good  conversation  and  being 
a woman.  Seeks  female  or 
other  CD  to  explore  the  femi- 
nine world. 


FLORIDA  (320- 
340) 


CLAUDIA  K 
(FL-M 183 3-K 101 0-7  5) 

Member  Crossport,  CFS, 
Sigma  Epsilon.  Attended  Be 
All,  Texas  T Party,  Southern 
Comfort.  Interested  in  sun- 
shine, my  home,  travel,  still 
& video  photography.  “Enjoy 
meeting  new  people.  Am  anx- 
ious to  help  CDs  of  any  age 
out  of  the  closet  and  into  a 
support  group.” 

PATRICIA  GREENE 
(FL-M4256-K9546-75) 

“I  thank  God  daily  for  my 
blessings:  wife,  daughter, 
friends  who  accept  me  cross- 
dressed,  even  encourages  me 
at  home.  I never  would  have 
believed  that  it  could  happen 
to  me,  but  it  did.  Take  heart, 
it  could  happen  to  you!” 


VANESSA  B. 

(C  FL-P-M 1 396-K093 1-77) 
Member  Central  FL  Sisters, 
Southern  Belles.  46,  5’5",  150. 
Interested  in  meeting  with 
other  sisters,  and  going  to  vari- 
ous outings/clubs  with  my  sis- 
ters. “I  have  accepted  my  femi- 
nine self.  Can’t  get  enough  of 
Vanessa.  Would  like  to  be 
more  passable  so  as  to  go  to 
straight  places.” 
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Be  Your  Feminine  Best... 

Deep  in  the  Heart  of  T 6 XUS 

CONSULTANTS 


• COMPLETE  TRANSFORMATIONS 

- MAKE-UP  & NAIL  APPLICATION 

- WIG  STYLING 

- DRESSING  SESSIONS 

- LESSONS  IN  LADYLIKE  DEPORTMENT 

• SHOPPING  TRIPS 

• ORGANIZED  OUTINGS 

• PHOTO  SESSIONS  AVAILABLE 

“Se  fieuKfrened  tuxo-  ervutuy  exfrenieKced  cv&*kck 

teruMcc  • Sa^e  cU&entet  etfMta&ftAene. 

Sfiettd  tA.e  cvee&eKd  <x  ummuzk! 

WEEKEND  GET-A  WAY  PACKAGE 

ENJOY  A DAY  OF  SHOPPING,  MAKEOVER,  AND  THEN  | 
DANCE  THE  NIGHT  AWAY! 


• FREE  TRANSPORTATION  FROM  AIRPORT 

* COMPLIMENTARY  DINNER  AT  A FINE  RESTAURANT! 

♦ FREE  PHOTO  SESSION  - VIDEO  AVAILABLE 

• BEGINNERS  WELCOME • 

KATHERINE  CLAIRE  & GLORIA  (713)768-2622 
Houston,  Texas 

J 


a NEW  IDEA  IN  BREAST  FORMS! 

First,  thanks  to  the  500+  customers  who  have  bought  my  forms. 
You’ve  kept  me  pretty  busy  for  a part-time  venture! 

A new  idea,  using  material  similar  to  the  softest  "plastic  fishing 
worms",  makes  an  ideal  breast  form  ...  soft,  supple,  flesh-colored, 
with  realistic  weight,  feel  and  bounce.  With  talc  applied,  they  feel 
soft  and  silky.  (Try  talc  on  some  plastic  worms  and  see  what  I 
mean!) 

IF,  AFTER  TEN  DAYS,  YOU  AREN’T  SATISFIED, 
RETURN  THEM  FOR  A FULL  REFUNDIII 

Sizes  through  16are  $79.95.  Sizes  18 through  22are  $99.95. 
Size  28  is  $7  1 9.95.  Shipping  is  included.  (New  York  residents 
add  8%  sales  tax.) 

Sizing  chart: 

30  32  34  36  38  40  42  44 
A 8 10  11  12  13  14  xx  xx 

B 10  11  12  13  14  16  18  20 

C 10  12  13  14  16  18  20  22 

D 12  13  14  16  18  20  22  28 

If  you  are  very  conservative,  order  the  next  smaller  size. 
This  is  not  a business  I had  planned  for.  I had  an  idea  and  made  a 
couple.  Girls  at  the  local  club  (TGIC)  wanted  some.  I made  more. 
Now,  most  of  the  girls  I know  have  them,  and  most  major  national 
outlets  are  selling  them! 

You  can  get  them  through  Vernon’s  Specialties,  Jim  Bridges,  Lee’s 
Mardi  Gras  Boutique,  Best  Value  Products,  Fashion  Fantasy, 
Especially  For  Me,  Laine  Alexander  ...  or  you  can  order  them 
directly  from  me! 

I certainly  wouldn't  say  that  mine  are  "better"  than  the  expensive 
forms;  they  don’t  "glue  on”  and  the  nipple  isn't  a darker  color  for 
"see  through”,  but  they  sure  do  have  a natural  feel  and  weight  - for 
a lot  less  moneyl 

To  order,  send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Ed  Hall,  P.O.  Box  501,  Williamstown  MA  01267. 

State  desired  form  size  or  bra  and  cup  size. 
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1 ' Line 


A line  for  TV/TS, 
Pre-Ops,  X-Dressers, 
and  their  admirers. 


(1-800-836-8787) 

* In  617/508  area  codes 
Call  550-5465 

.20  1st  min.1.10  ea.  addl. 

Instant  Credit 

Where  Everybody 
Dresses  For  The 
Occasion 


For  One  On  One 
Intimate  Conversation 
$29.00/30  min.  call 
MC/VISA/AMEX, 
PREPAY 
800-285-8888 
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HALEY  T. 

(FL-NP-M2332-K3034-76) 

“Am  interested  in  hearing  from 
other  TVs  and  TSs  in  Florida 
and  Georgia.” 


DIANNE  WHITE 
(FL-P-M4025-K52 17-74) 

TS  on  hold.  Member  MOTG. 
“Fun,  enjoyable,  dateable. 
Lest’s  party.  60,  slim  figure, 
size  9,  nice  legs.  Love  dress- 
ing stylishly,  youthful  and  pro- 
vocatively. Spike  heels,  tight 
skirts  and  black  nightgowns 
were  made  for  me.  Feel  the 
same?  Fantastic.  Let’s  chat. 
Love  corresponding  on  any 
subject.  All  letters  answered.” 


Southern  Comfort.  “Eclectic 
tastes,  particularly  fond  of 
shopping.  Active  on  Tri-Ess 
BBS.  Discovered  my  femme 
side  only  two  years  ago.  It  has 
brought  me  my  life’s  highest 
highs  and  lowest  lows.” 

VICKY  S. 

(FL-M4639-K 10237-75) 

WM  CD,  35.  “Would  like  to 
hear  from  others  in  the  Baha- 
mas, and  anywhere  else.  Will 
answer  all.  Wife/children  very 
supportive  and  encouraging.” 


MICHELLE  FLANES 
(FL-P-M5320-K1 1802-74) 

Married  CD,  mid-30s,  5’7", 
145.  Member  Sigma  Epsilon, 
Tau  Lambda.  Attended  Holi- 
day En  Femme  ’92,  Southern 
Comfort  ’93,  IFGE  ’95  as  glam- 
our shot  vendor.  “Married  to 
understanding,  beautiful,  tol- 
erant wife.  Three  sons.  Love 
being  Daddy,  but  Michelle 
needs  to  let  her  hair  down. 
Love  to  coirespond,  especially 
those  interested  in  makeup: 
Mary  Kay  rep.” 

PAMELA  ANN  B 
(FL-P-M4695-K 1 0384-7 4) 

DWM,  50s.  "Have  been  dress- 
ing for  years,  but  need  help 
getting  past  front  door.  Pass- 
able, maybe.  Second  opinion 
welcome,  support.  Enjoy  all 
sports,  photography,  music, 
dressing  as  often  as  possible. 
Photo/phone  appreciated. 
Answer  all.” 


DENISE  B. 

(FL-P-M403 5-K8736-7 4) 
39-year-old  CD.  Married.  In- 
tolerant wife,  5’10",  160.  At- 
tended ’93,  ’94  Be  All,  ’94 


DIANA  PERRY 
(FL-P-M5438-K8289-75) 

Mid  40s, 6',  size  12,  married  to 
understanding  wife.  Likes 
growing  flowers,  boating,  and 
shopping.  “New  to  the  area, 
would  like  to  meet  sisters  to 
spend  time  with.  Just  sitting 
in  my  yard  and  talking,  going 
for  walks  and  to  nightclubs. 
Photo  would  be  appreciated 
w/  phone.  Clearwater  area.” 


NANCY  MCDERMOTT 
(FL-NP-M5456-K 10695-75) 

MWM,  Hetro  TV,  wife  knows. 
“Want  to  write/visit  like- 
minded  TVs/couples.  Can 
travel  state.  Contemporary 
dresser,  average  looks 
dressed.  Will  answer  all  and 
would  like  to  be  a woman 
with  you  and  will  share  costs. 
I don't  drink/drug/smoke.” 

CARLA  M. 

(FL-M4953-K4570-75) 

SWM  TV,  35,  6',  160,  brown/ 
blue.  “No  en  femme  photo 
yet.  In  closet  since  childhood. 
With  newly  found  TG  commu- 
nity, Carla  is  coming  out.  En- 
joy cooking,  sports,  movies, 
reading  and  friends.  Love  cor- 
responding and  everything 
feminine.  Want  all  CD/TV/TSs 
and  others  to  write.  Don’t  be 
shy,  be  you!” 


ERIN  ANN  EDWARDS 
(FL-M5465-K 11860-75) 
“Looking  for  companion  to 
travel  Full  M2F  TS.  Pre-Op. 
Not  yet  full-time  dressing. 
Been  on  hormones  for  two 
years  with  nice  results  Live  in 
North  Palm  Beach  county.  Am 
a professional,  50,  6'1",  me- 
dium build,  and  look  good  in 
all  clothes.  Looking  forward 
to  meeting  you  all.” 


ALABAMA  (350- 
369) 


SARAH  C.  JAMES 
(AL-M4764-K 1 0766-74) 

DWM,  53,  5’8",  140,  teacher, 
author.  “Have  written  plays  on 
TS;  doing  more.  I enjoy  being 
a girl,  shopping,  reading, 
movies,  travel,  music,  danc- 
ing, romance  Cloving;  being 
loved).  I’m  new,  but  I love  it! 
Write  to  me.  I treasure  letters, 
and  I always  answer  them 
promptly.” 


LISAT. 

(AL-P-M4986-K5005- 

6’0",  155,  blonde,  blue  eyed 
TS  seeks  other  TS/CD/TV  to 
correspond  with  and  trade 
photos.  “Love  showing  off  my 
long  sexy  legs.  Your  photo 
and  SASE  gets  mine.  Will  an- 
swer all  who  include  SASE. 
Possibility  of  meeting  the  right 
‘girl.’ 

MELINDA  C. 

(AL-M5236-K1 1639-74) 

SWM,  6’1",  50,  TV  for  35+ 
years.  “Still  in  the  closet,  but 
have  been  out  and  it  was  won- 
derful. Will  be  joining  Tri-Ess 
soon!  Hope  to  meet  and  cor- 
respond with  other  sisters.” 
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TENNESSEE 
(370-  384) 


JAMIE  CORNETT 
(TN-M2335-K3037-76) 

Single  bi-TV,  5'  1 1",  145.  “Love 
being  a redhead  and  dressing 
as  a female.  Very  understand- 
ing and  open  minded.  Will 
answer  all.  Request  photo.” 


KAREN  T. 

(TN-P-M3039-K4983-77) 
DWM,  5T1",  135,  9/10,  50s. 
“Dressing  in  low  tops,  short 
skirts,  and  high  heels  is  an  in- 
credible turn  on  for  me.  I 
would  love  to  have  a slim,  car- 
ing friend.  Frequently  free  to 
travel  or  entertain  at  home.” 


LORRIE  RENAET. 

(TN-P-M465  5-K7766-74) 

5’11",  blue  eyes,  blonde  hair 
most  of  time,  22,  hetero  CD. 


Single  and  very  much  in 
closet.  “Would  like  to  meet  an 
understanding  female  for  pos- 
sible relationship.  Would  also 
like  to  meet  other  hetero  CDs 
for  help  in  promoting  femi- 
nine self.” 


TRACY  SCINTILLA 
(TN-P-M5160-K1 1336-74) 

TS.  “Sweet,  loving  and  sensu- 
ous. 511",  160,  10T,  41.  I 
would  love  to  start  taking  hor- 
mones immediately  and  con- 
tinue through  SRS,  but  too 
afraid  without  loving,  faithful 
male  support.  Seek  SHE-MALE 
or  tall  CD/TV/man  for  rela- 
tionship, TS/women  for 
friendship/Lady  talk.  Love 
being  a woman.  Hope  you  all 
like  me!” 


LYNN  D. 

(TN-P-M5307-K1 1779-75) 

Classy  lady  (CD)  seeks  sup- 
portive and  understanding  ge- 
netic female  for  correspon- 
dence and  possible  romantic 
relationship.  Loves  shopping, 
romantic  music  and  quiet  eve- 
nings. Very  understanding, 
sincere  and  well  educated. 
Will  answer  all,  but  photo  pre- 
ferred. Would  like  to  corre- 
spond with  genetic  females, 
TV/TG/TS/CDs. 


MISSISSIPPI 
(386-  396) 


SISSY  S. 

(MS-P-M3443-K7091-75) 
Member  of  Tri-Ess,  Beta  Chi. 
5’U",  190,  SWM,  39,  hetero. 
Interested  in  being  a woman 
and  meeting  women  and  CDs 
in  MS.  “Love  going  to  restau- 
rants, movies,  and  shopping 
as  Sissy.  Seek  supportive  fe- 
males for  friendship/relation- 
ship.  I enjoy  being  a girl,  don’t 
you?” 


JOANN  LYNN 
(MS-P-M3858-K3224-78) 

MWM,  bi-TV,  5’8",  135,  36B- 
29-36.  Interested  in  meeting 
other  CD/TV/TSs,  MS  Gulf 
Coast  and  New  Orleans  or 
Mobile,  AL  areas.  “Love  to 
dress  as  a female.  Wife  not 
supportive.  Will  travel  for  day- 
time meetings  for  a relation- 
ship. Seeking  others  who  can 
help  me  be  the  female  I crave 
to  be.” 


MELANIE  CUEVAS 
(MS-P-M42 1 8-K7363-75) 
Member  Tri-Ess.  6’4",  205, 
MWM,  hetero  CD.  “Play  gui- 
tar, shop,  read.  Wife  support- 
ive at  home.  Still  in  closet. 
Passable.  Quiet  and  sincere. 
Would  love  to  correspond  and 
possibly  meet  others  in  MS. 
Please  send  picture.  Will  an- 
swer all.” 


LAURA  ALLISON 
(MS-P-M4223-K9524-75) 

SWM,  46,  57",  145.  Member 
Tri-Ess.  “Love  the  look  and 
feeling  of  being  a girl.  Wish  I 
could  be  better  at  it.  Interested 
in  almost  everything.  Look  to 
develop  friend-ship  that  will 
help  me  improve  my  femme 
side.  Hope  to  venture  out 
dressed  soon.” 


KENTUCKY 
(403-  427) 

JUKUE  R. 

(KY-M1992-K2494-76) 
“Love  to  hear  from  all.” 
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LINDA  BUTEN 
(KYP-M200 1-K0965-99) 
Member  Crossport,  IFGE 
Board  of  Directors.  Participant 
Be  All,  Coming  Together. 
MWM  TV,  6',  180.  “Been  in 
public  for  years,  and  under- 
stand self  and  others  well. 
Wife  and  children  know, 
understand  and  love  Linda  as 
an  extension  of  my  personal- 
ity. Enjoy  dating  tall,  well- 
mannered  gentlemen  who 
know  how  to  treat  a lady  to 
the  finer  things  in  life.” 

OHIO  (434-457) 


MICHELLE  RICHARDS 
(SOH-P-M0954-K 1 005-81) 

Member  Paradise,  Cross-Port, 
Alpha  Omega,  Tri-Ess,  Sigma 
Epsilon,  Empathy,  FIL,  Seren- 
ity, and  Tiffany.  Hetero 
crossdresser,  5’9",  170,  edu- 
cated, friendly.  Married  20 
years  to  an  “A”  wife.  An  origi- 
nal organizer  of  Paradise.  “I 
enjoy  crossdressing,  hi-heels, 
‘girl  talk,’  and  picture-taking 
sessions.  Need  help  on  femi- 
nine voice.  Started  dressing  at 
seven.  Now  in  late  40’s” 

KATHERINE  H 
(OH-M1994-K2073-75) 
Member  CLCC,  Paradise  Club. 


Divorced,  40,  TV/TS,  Bi, 
blonde,  attractive.  Interested 
in  fashion,  movies,  music, 
cooking,  gardening,  golf, 
Yoga,  aerobics.  “Seek  under- 
standing friends  in  Ohio  area, 
M or  F.  Intelligent,  successful, 
articulate.  Pass  easily.  Would 
like  to  meet  others  for  fun, 
conversation.” 


CLAUDIA  K. 

(OH-P-M 1 83  3-K 1 0 1 0-75) 

Member  CrossPort,  IXE,  CFS. 
Attended  Be  All,  Texas  T 
Party,  Fantasia  Fair,  Southern 
Comfort.  A young  old  person 
who  is  retired.  Interested  in 
photography,  golf,  computers 
(Prodigy  FMTX16A).  “Since  1 
live  in  Florida  in  the  winter 
and  the  midwest  in  the  sum- 
mer, I can  offer  my  support 
to  the  new  girls  in  these  ar- 
eas. We  can  write,  talk  on  the 
phone  or  computer,  or  visit  in 
person.” 


SUSAN  KNIGHT 
(N  OH-P-M2053-K2450-76) 
Divorced,  hetero  CD.  51,  6', 
185.  Member  Tri-Ess,  Alpha 
Omega.  “Enjoy  fishing,  camp- 
ing, and  old  movies.  Dress 
anytime  I can  and  absolutely 
love  it.  Still  in  closet,  but  dress 
with  sisters  who  live  close  by. 
If  you  live  in  the  Huron/Erie 
County  area  and  feel  alone 
and  frustrated,  maybe  I can 


help.  Discreet.” 


RHONDA  MILLER 
(OH-P-M2 1 50-K2546-74) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  Alpha 
Omega.  Attended  Riverside 
’94,  Be  All  ’93.  Married,  CD, 
56,  5’7",  176,  nicely  propor- 
tioned, passes  easily.  “Married 
to  a very  accepting  woman  in 
’95.  Goes  en  femme  to  restau- 
rants, shopping  on  regular 
basis.  Hosted  slumber  parties 
in  ’93  and  ’94.  Will  answer  all.” 


LISA  HART 

(OH-NP-M259 1 -K3760-77) 

MWM  Bi-TG,  37,  5’10",  145. 
“Into  country  living,  beagle 
hounds,  being  Lisa  and  every- 
thing feminine.  Very  under- 
standing wife.  Love  going  out 
shopping  and  to  the  clubs, 
and  quiet  times  at  home.  Seek- 
ing CD  girlfriends  and  men  in 
my  area  for  girl  talk,  trips  out, 
or  whatever.  Love  to  have  fun. 
NW  OH.” 


JOAN  B. 

(OH-P-M3224-K6235-74) 
Attended  Southern  Comfort. 
5’5",  1 60 , TS,  married, 
professional,  honest,  caring, 
and  discreet.  Wife  not  sup- 
portive. Interested  in  sports, 
cooking,  shopping,  romantic 
evenings  and  long  walks. 
“Love  dressing  and  going  out. 
Want  to  meet  other  TV/TSs 
and  women  for  friendship  and 
support.  Central  Ohio  area, 
but  travel  extensively.  Will  an- 
swer all.” 

ROXANNE  L. 
(OH-M3755-K7391-77) 

“No  fixed  gender.  Priestess  of 
Athena  and  Maat,  Wiccan,  in- 
terested in  poetry,  goddesses, 
pataphysics,  surrealism,  Co- 
counseling/ empathetic  listen- 
ing and  third  camp  feminism.” 

JOANN  HOFFLER 
(OH-M3955-K8523-77) 

M-F  TS,  36.  Interested  in  com- 
puters, sailing.  “Seeking  pro- 
fessional consultation  and 
support.  Would  like  to  talk 
with  other  new  M-F  TSs  with 
same  interest.” 


KRISTINE  JONES 
(OH-P-M3931-K8465-74) 
Member  Crossport.  Attended 
Be  All  ’91-94.  CD,  6',  165, 
MWM.  “Love  being  Kristine 
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whenever  possible.  Pass  well 
except  for  height.  Love  being 
well  dressed  and  going  out  for 
the  evening.  Would  like  to 
correspond  with  CD/TVs, 
genuine  ladies  or  interested 
gentlemen.” 


DENISE  DAWSON 
(OH-P-M4746-K8 1 30-78) 
Member  Paradise  Club.  At- 
tended dozens  of  conventions. 
Miss  Femininity  '93-  Single  CD, 
39,  57",  132.  “Very  passable 
and  love  fooling  the  general 
public,  although  sometimes 
chicken.  Interested  in  getting 
together  with  other  very  pass- 
able CD/TSs  and  GGs  for 
good  times.  Your  photo  gets 
mine.  Understanding  GG  de- 
sired for  quality  relationship.” 


KATHY  GREY 
(OH-NP-M5044-K6767-80) 
New  member  Cross-Port. 
MWM,  CD/TV,  49,  6'0",  1707, 
14/16  (38-30-38),  black  hair 
brown  eyes.  “Wife  doesn't 
know.  Wish  to  correspond 
with  all.  Interested  in  all  things 
feminine.  Must  be  discreet. 
Want  friends  to  share  and 
learn  makeup,  dress,  poise, 
voice.  Want  to  dress  with  girls. 
Love  lingerie.  Working  on 
photo.” 


STEPHANIE  SHANE  GEE 
(OH-M5336-K6453-74) 
Transsexual  female.  38-29-36. 
“I  am  fabulous  forty.  Began 
my  journey  at  seventeen. 
Seeking  girlfriends  in  the 
southern  and  mid-sections  of 
Ohio.  I am  a sincere  friend. 
Sweet,  secure  guys  may  also 
write.  Curious  about  F-to-Ms. 
Spirituality  is  my  focus.  God 
bless  and  Peace.” 


INDIANA  (463- 
479) 


YVONNE  COOK-RILEY 
(IN-P-M1009-K 1818-99) 

IFGE  Director  of  Operations, 
IFGE  Board  of  Directors, 
Chrmn  Finance  Committee. 
Lifetime  member  IXE.  IFGE 
Trinity  Award,  1991. 
Friendly, sincere  individual 
who  enjoys  all  people  who 
are  involved  in  gender  issues. 


alone!  Also  seek  hand-holding 
protective  Man  for  my  Honey. 
Around  my  age  or  older.” 


DAN  COOK-RILEY 
(IN-P-M1802-K 1029-99) 
Member  IXE.  IFGE  Volunteer. 
Female  CD,  40s.  Sincere,  car- 
ing individual.  Interested  in 
corresponding  with  other  fe- 
male-to-male  CD/TSs.  Enjoys 
hiking,  dancing,  T’ai  Chi 
Ch’uan,  talking  with  others 
and  helping  others  “coming 
out.” 

TEDDY  K. 

(IN-M3805-K8287-76) 

MWM,  non-supportive  wife, 
mature,  advanced  CD.  Mem- 
ber Tri-Ess,  IXE  and  CIGA.  In- 
terested in  writing,  music,  his- 
tory, bicycling  and 
tennis. "Loving,  enthusiastic 
and  committed,  but  also  pru- 
dent. Eager  to  help  others  in 
our  lovely  community.  Will 
answer  all  letters.  Photo  if  pos- 
sible.” 

CHERYL  T. 

(IN-M4766-K6251-78) 

DWM,  50s,  5’8",  165,  TG. 
"Having  returned  in  '94  to  my 
home  after  many  years  living 
in  California,  am  now  seek- 
ing new  friends  in  the  TG 
community  for  correspon- 
dence and  conversation.  You 
write  and  I will  answer.” 


RITA  S. 

( IN-P-M 1 7 1 2-K 1 886-74) 

45,  5’9",  160.  “Sometimes  shy, 
alw'ays  sincere,  honest.  Life- 
long CD.  Want  to  make  friends 
with  other  sisters  in  the  La 
Porte,  Indiana  area  for  get 
togethers,  conversation,  shop- 
ping. whatever!  You  are  not 


LAURA  A.  SIMS 
(IN-P-M3956-K6882-74) 
Member  Chi  Chapter,  Tri-Ess; 
IXE.  New  CD.  MWM,  54,  5’9", 
170.  “Attended  Southern  Com- 
fort, '93,  and  learned  much 
about  myself.  Wife  supportive, 
but  not  involved.  Will  answer 
all  letters  and  share  photo- 
graphs.” 


VICTORIA  LEE 
(IN-P-M41 12-K6392-74) 

MWM,  49,  57",  hetero  CD, 
professional  educator.  Like 
jazz,  classical  music,  dance, 
shopping,  technology  and  the 
future.  Everything  soft  and 
feminine.  "Have  loved  dress- 
ing as  a girl  since  I was  4.  I 
am  still  looking  for  the  cour- 
age to  start  going  out.” 
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RACHEL  L. 

(IN-P-M4549-K9772-74) 

“Early  30s,  shapely,  passable 
and  sincere  CD.  Dressing 
since  age  16,  out  in  public 
since  19-  Enjoy  the  career 
look,  makeup,  and  fun-look- 
ing outfits.  Published  in  maga- 
zines worldwide.  Dressing  al- 
lows me  to  better  express  the 
femininity  within  me.  And  its 
just  plain  fun.  Drop  me  aline.” 


JULIAN  JACOBS 
(IN-NP-M49 1 6- 1 0870-76) 

DWM,  43,  5’8",  160,  college 
grad,  professional.  “Intro- 
duced to  crossdressing  at  age 
3 by  Mommy  Dearest  and  her 
two  sisters.  I’m  happy  with  it 
and  enjoying  it  more  every 
day.  Would  love  to  establish 
a circle  of  warm,  loving 
friends  and  correspondents. 
Your  letter  and  picture  will 
certainly  get  mine.” 

MICHIGAN  (480- 

499) 


LYNN  R J OTTENS 
(MI-M2745-K4492-75) 

“She  male,  very  feminine,  de- 
sires friends,  mentors  and  em- 
ployment. I am/you  must  be 
drug,  alcohol,  smoke  free.” 


MILESA  PHAR 
(MI-P-M0976-K 1 068-75) 
Transgender  supporter  of  Be 
All  - 12  years.  Photography, 
motorcycle  hobby;  college 
lecturer.  Crossroads’  past  of- 
ficer. 


JENNIFER  ANN  NELSON 
(SE  MI-P-M1165-K 1050-77) 
Member  Crossroads.  511", 
160,  14,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes. 
“Cherish  time  as  Jennifer.  Just 
getting  to  know  myself,  un- 
derstand my  feelings  as  a 
woman.  Love  short  skirts,  silk 
dressing,  and  heels.  Love  to 
meet  sisters,  and  be  escorted 
on  my  travels.  Will  respond 
to  your  letters  as  best  I can.” 

.JUNE  ASHBY 
(MI-M3079-K5674-74) 

“Mature  crossdresser  desires 
correspondence  and  meetings 
with  other  crossdressers  or 
those  who  would  like  to  try 
it.  Advice  to  beginners  and 
those  who  want  to  come  out 
of  the  closet.  Why  stay  there? 
Not  a good  place.” 


MARCIA  ANN  T. 

(E  MI-NP-M1 87 1-K2 173-75) 

Tri-city  area.  Member,  IFGE, 
Tri-Ess,  Crossroads.  Lives  50% 
as  female.  For  25  years  has 
traveled.  Dined  and  shopped 
in  fine  stores.  Marcia  has  an 
extensive  wardrobe  with  a 
passion  for  exquisite  lingerie. 
Has  written  articles  for  several 
publications.  Answers  all  let- 
ters promptly  and  enjoys  help- 
ing less  experienced  sisters. 

DEBRA  D. 

(MI-M3490-K7206-75) 
Member  Crossroads.  SWM, 
hetero  CD.  5’11",  150,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes.  “Would  like  to 
meet  understanding  female  for 
companionship.” 


MARSHA  K 

(SMI-P-M27 1 9-K4382-80) 

MWM,  hetero  CD,  6’2",  218, 
42,  frosted  or  red  hair,  triple 
pierced  ears.  “Enjoy  golf,  boat- 
ing, travel,  and  having  a good 
time.  Love  dressing  and  go- 
ing out.  Love  pierced  earrings, 
shoes,  and  good  looking 
clothes.  Just  started  going  out. 
Like  to  hear  from  other  sisters, 
especially  those  in  the  MI  area, 
and  meet  and  go  out.” 


STEPHANIE  MICHELE  WELLS 
(MI-P-M3377-K6718-74) 

5’9",  mid40’s,  140.  Self-em- 
ployed, open-minded  and  ter- 
minally gender  confused.  In- 
terested in  photography, 
mystery  novels,  computers, 
and  meaningful  conversation. 
“I  enjoy  corresponding,  al- 
though I can  be  a tad  slow  in 
replying.  Hope  to  make  a fewr 
good  friends,  gain  insight,  and 
enjoy  life  a little  more.” 


BOBBI  SWAN 
(ND-P-M3557-K0975-75) 

Member  of  Swan’s  Inner  So- 
rority. 64,  195,  6T',  blue  eyes. 
Interested  in  meeting  others. 
“Publish  monthly  newsletter, 
Ms.  Lisa’s  My  Way.  With  very 
supportive  wife  who  as  a 
beautician  loves  to  work  with 
sisters  and  their  spouses.” 

JOANNE  MARIE  DANIELS 
(MI-M4094-K881 1-79) 

SWM,  born  1947,  hetero  CD, 
5’9",  160,  14,  blue  eyes.  “I  am 
interested  in  reading,  bicy- 
cling, rustic  camping,  and  en- 
joy wearing  women’s  clothes. 
I am  slowly  slipping  out  of  the 
closet  and  am  undergoing 
electrolysis.  Would  like  to  cor- 
respond and  meet  other  CDs 
and  females  who  understand 
CDs.” 
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ROBERTA  LEIGH 
(MI-M4408-K2684-76) 

Member  Crossroads,  Tri-Ess, 
IME.  MWM,  hetero  CD,  5’6Vi\ 
blonde,  hazel,  18  and  losing. 
Interested  in  CD,  outdoor 
sports,  travel,  shopping.  “Visit 
all  48  states  and  Canada.  Just 
coming  out.  Wish  to  hear  from 
sisters  married  to  a 10+.  Love 
the  female  persona.  Not  look- 
ing for  anything  sexual.  Dis- 
cretion expected.  Love  to  all.” 


VICKIE  CARSON 
(MI-P-M4599-K1 0092-74) 

Bi  WM  TV,  42,  lifelong  TV. 
“Love  to  go  out  shopping  in 
the  day  and  dining  and  danc- 
ing in  the  evening.  I would 
like  to  meet  others  who  are 
interested  in  this  culture. 
Please  write.  I will  respond  to 
all  letters.” 


CHRISTINE  LYNN 
(MI-P-M4879-K45 10-75) 
Member  Crossroads.  Hetero, 
29,  5’H",  14,  passable.  Inter- 
ested in  fashion,  shopping, 
makeup,  dressing,  travel.  “De- 
sire to  meet  an  understanding/ 
supportive  woman  for  friend- 
ship/relationship. Would  en- 
joy corresponding  with  other 
CD/TV/TS.  Letter  with  photo 
will  be  answered  with  the 
same.” 

MICHELLE  WILSON 
(MI-M5098-K1 1064-76) 

MWM,  39,  5T1",  CD,  16/18, 
with  very  strong  TS  tenden- 
cies.. “Seek  other  TSs  for  cor- 
respondence, friendship  and 
help  in  making  the  transition. 
Looking  to  relocate  in  two 
years.  Strong  in  quality  con- 
trol, electronics,  computers. 
Like  backpacking,  old  air- 
planes, and  being  a woman. 
Will  respond  to  all.” 


SUZY  I) 

(MI-P-M5 1 54-K 1 1 385-74) 
Member  CrossRoads.  Mid-for- 
ties, 5'6",  140.  “Very  feminine 
and  passable  CD  who  loves 
being  a lady  in  all  respects. 
Would  very  much  like  to  cor- 
respond with  other  sisters  and 
gentlemen  interested  in  our 
special  world.  Will  respond  to 
all!” 


SHELLEY  R. 

(NY-P-M5310-K1 1783-74) 

SWF  (post-op  TS)  26,  3 years 
post-op.  “Looking  to  make 
new  friends  who  enjoy  alter- 
native music,  Anne  Rice  nov- 
els and  admiring  men  on  the 
beach.  I'm  hoping  to  make  a 
fresh  start  in  a warm,  year- 
round  climate.  Not  sure 
where.  Would  love  advice 
from  people  in  the  south  and 
southwest.” 


SUSAN  MORRIS 
(MI-NP-M544 1-K8690-7 5) 

“I'm  so  sad!  I’m  still  in  the 
closet  and  have  no  one  to  talk 
to  but  these  damn  coat-hang- 
ers! Single,  bi-curious  TV 
would  love  to  hear  from  you 
for  girl  talk.  Need  a friend?  Me 
too,  so  please  write  today.  I 
enjoy  camping,  reading,  and 
music.  Photo  please.” 


IOWA  (500-  528) 


JANET  BAKE 
(LA-M209 1 -K2482-76) 

WM,  39,  175,  5 'll".  Artist.  In- 
terests include  ceramics, 
prints,  painting,  gardening, 
animals,  archeology,  erotica, 
metal  and  wood  working. 
“Would  like  to  meet  new 
friends  with  similar  interests.” 


WISCONSIN 
(530-  548) 


LESLEY  ANN  SKOJEN 
(WI-M3018-K5042-75) 

43,  6’4",  190,  CD  with  strong 
TS  feelings.  “Dress  in  conser- 
vative fashions  as  often  as  pos- 
sible. Would  prefer  to  live  in 
female  gender.  Still  in  closet. 
Interests  include  shopping  for 
feminine  clothes,  bicycling, 
music,  movies,  woodworking, 
auto  racing.  Searching  for  un- 
derstanding woman.  Seeking 
correspondence/meeting  with 
TV/TS  women.” 


JANET  LYNN 
(WI-P-M  2 1 4 1 -K2  5 36-77) 
MWM.  “Have  very  under- 
standing wife  who  says  I look 
pretty  good.  Am  interested  in 
all  who  need  help  telling  their 
Significant  Others  about  their 
crossdressing.  Am  into  travel, 
photography,  and  country 
music.  Write  if  you  need  sug- 
gestions on  howr  to  tell  your 
other  half.” 

KIM  GREEN 
(WI-M3 1 1 3-K5687-77) 

Active  WMCD.  Member  of 
IFGE,  Tri-Ess  Chi  Chapter, 
Gemini  Gender  Group.  "Have 
attended  Fall  Harvest.  JoAnn 
Roberts  weekend  in  the  Po- 
conos,  Holiday  En  Femme. 
Wife  very  supportive  and  both 
interested  in  meeting  and  cor- 
responding with  others  in  the 
culture.  Interested  in  learning 
to  play  bridge  this  year.” 
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LAURA  B 

(WI-NP-M45 1 3-K58 14-81) 

43,  5'6",  170,  blue  eyes.  Mem- 
ber Tri-Ess  Chi  Chapter  and 
Gemini  Gender  Group.  “Have 
been  CD  since  childhood.  Just 
started  to  go  out  dressed  in 
public.  What  a great  feeling! 
Seem  to  pass  with  no  prob- 
lem. Looking  for  friends  for 
outings  and  to  help  me  im- 
prove my  femme  self.  Tired 
of  hiding  femme  self.” 


FRANCINE  RENAE 
(WI-P-M3263-K6403-74) 
“There’s  more  to  life  than  ev- 
eryday living,  there’s  loving, 
sharing,  hoping,  giving.  I’m 
new  at  this:  constantly  learn- 
ing. To  meet  my  sisters  I’m  still 
yearning.  I’ve  met  a few, 
which  is  great.  Our  friendship 
is  first  rate.  We  can  be  our- 
selves, that  is  true.  Let’s  cor- 
respond and  be  friends,  too.” 


TANYA  K. 

(WI-P-M3275-K4933-74) 
MWM,  mid  40’s,  5T0",  175,  ex- 
military, college  graduate, 
professional,  strong  religious 
background.  Interested  in  mu- 
sic, aviation,  religion,  and  my 
family.  “CD  since  childhood. 
Dress  in  hotel,  but  want  to  go 
out.  Family  does  not  know. 
Hope  to  tell  wife.  Like  elegant 
styles.  Like  to  hear  from  those 
with  similar  interests.” 

STEPHANIE  S. 

(WI-M4757-K1 0727-78) 

DWM,  41,  5’10",  150.  “Re- 
cently divorced.  Finally  com- 
ing out.  Tired  of  suppressing 
Steffi.  Need  to  experience  life 
and  express  myself  as  possible 
as  a female.  Two  lovely 
daughters.  Wonderful  girl- 
friend accepting  and  inter- 
ested in  participating.  Intelli- 
gent, sensitive,  N/S,  humorist, 
sports  enthusiast.  Willing  to 
meet,  correspond.  Frequently 
travel  to  Chicago.” 


IBfc.  

CATHY  BROWN 
(WI-P-M 3698-K8037-77) 

S,  TG,  5’9",  155,  nonsmoker. 
“Have  been  crossdressing 
since  age  4.  Have  recently 
made  some  successful  public 
outings.  Like  to  hear  from  any 
other  TG/TV/TS,  anyone  in- 
terested in  helping  our  com- 


munity and  our  selves.  We 
must  all  work  together  for  the 
acceptance  we  deserve.” 


ADRIENNE  S.  LEE 
(W1-P-M4276-K8299-75) 

WM,  separated,  older,  57", 
150.  Interested  in  sports,  na- 
ture, animals,  flowers,  fishing, 
hobbies  and  art.  “Live  in  rural 
NW  Wise.  Love  to  dress.  Need 
some  friends  as  it  is  lonely 
here.  In  winter,  I paint  land- 
scapes on  canvas  and  on  saw 
blades.  Love  shopping.” 

GINAJ. 

(WI-N-M463  2-K 1 02 1 4-74) 
“Tall,  single  and  dedicated  TG. 
Cherish  the  friends  I’ve  this 
past  year  through  Tapestry. 
Enjoy  building,  volunteer 
work,  witty  conversations  and 
shopping  for  clothesO).  Would 
love  to  hear  from  other  TV/ 
TSs  and  women  who  delight 
in  warm  HEARTS  and  the 
FEMININE  MYSTIQUE.” 

JACQUELYN  RICHTER 
(WI-M480 1 -K5  3 36-74) 
“Former  vice-president  Tri-Ess 
Chi  chapter,  Co-founder  of 
Gemini  Gender  Group  and 
publisher  of  Gemini  newslet- 
ter. Transgendered  and  open 
at  work,  home,  church  and 
public.  Politically  proactive 
with  Presbyterian  Church 
sexuality  issues  locally.  Mem- 
ber Action  Wisconsin.” 

SANDY  P 

(WI-M5003-K8284-76) 

CD  just  coming  out  of  the 
closet.  54.  “Looking  for  advise, 
help,  acceptance.  Lifelong  CD, 
wife  very  negative.  Would  like 
friendship  from  experienced 
CDs,  advise  on  makeup, 
clothes,  etc.” 


RANDY  I) 

(WI-M5124-K1 1175-77) 

DWM,  mid-40s  57",  120.  “Cre- 
ative skilled  craftsman.  Enjoy 
woodworking,  art,  antiques, 
auto  racing.  Lifelong  TV/TS 
feelings.  Bi-curious.  Dress  ev- 
ery day.  Finally  able  to  be  who 
1 was  meant  to  be.  Looking 
for  friendships  or  more,  and 
help  coming  out  from  F/TV/ 
TS.  Entertain  at  home.  Photo 
appreciated.” 

BOBBIE  H. 

(WI-NP-M  55  39-K 1 2 1 53-76) 

Divorced  non-op  TS,  early 
50s,  5'9",  member  Chi  Chap- 
ter Tri-Ess,  IFGE.  “Lifelong 
TG/TV,  gender  blender.  Live 
as  both,  work  as  M.  Frequent 
international  travel  for  work 
with  operating  systems.  Share 
both  of  me  with  friends  and 
neighbors.  Quiet  hobbies.  Live 
with  cat.  Happy  to  share  sto- 
ries and  advice.” 


MINNESOTA 
(550-  567) 

STEPHANIE  J. 

(MN-M2385-K3 139-75) 
Member  CLCC.  5 ’ 1 0" , size 
24W,  42,  full-figured  bi-CD. 
“I’ve  been  dressing  30  years 
and  love  it!  Desire  small  get- 
togethers  with  bi-CD  and  bi- 
males. Would  love  to  corre- 
spond with  Minn.  CDs.  Meet 
for  coffee  first?  Discretion  as- 
sured. Photo  and  phone  if 
possible.” 


JENNIFER  O. 

(MN-P-M0570-K1 161-75) 

Member  CLCC.  Attended  sev- 
eral Fantasia  Fairs  and  Be  All 
events..  6’2",  180.  Interested 
in  classical  organ  music,  rac- 
quetball  and  investing.  “Mar- 
ried to  a warm  and  support- 
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ive  spouse.  I like  to  express 
my  feminine  side  at  home  or 
local  club  meetings.” 


VANESSA  S. 

(MN-P-M 1 1 68-K1 1 59-76) 

Married  CD,  mid-40s.  ‘‘Love 
my  femininity  and  all  it  rep- 
resents. Have  written  two  se- 
rious books  on  crossdressing. 
Give  educational  presenta- 
tions to  college  and  profes- 
sional groups.  Interests  in- 
clude theology,  psychology, 
music,  correspondence  with 
married  couples  dealing  with 
CDing,  sports,  pop-culture 
and,  of  course,  opportunities 
for  feminine  expression.” 


DEBBIE  DAVIS 
(MN-P-M2396-K3 1 43-79) 
Director,  Gender  Education 
Center.  VP,  CLCC.  Executive 
Board,  Lambda  Justice  Center. 
Married  CD,  5’9",  12/14,  mid- 
40s.  “Love  being  feminine  and 
have  fully  accepted  my  femi- 
nine self.  In  public  often.  Di- 
rect extensive  outreach  and 
training  programs.  Present  at 
universities,  medical  and  pro- 
fessional groups.  Love  sailing, 
wind  surfing,  water  skiing, 
computing,  and  SHOPPING!” 

C LARISA  JOY  ANDERSON 
(MN-NP-M5370-K2957-74) 
Bi-WM.  57",  35,  175,  hazel 
eyes,  graying  gracefully.  “CD 


for  25  years  Interested  in  out- 
door things,  nature,  music  and 
sexual  explorations.  What  a 
long,  strange,  lonely  trip  it  has 
been!  Share  photos  and  sto- 
ries with  all.  Will  share  time 
with  right  man.” 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 
(570-  577) 


CRYSTAL  T. 

(SD-P-M5278-K1 1699-74) 

MWM,  33,  5’10",  150,  blue 
eyes,  great  legs.  Interested  in 
camping,  hunting  and  skiing 
the  steep.  “Pretty  and  pass- 
able, but  have  never  gone  out. 
Would  love  to  meet  others  for 
dress  up  parties  and  excur- 
sions into  the  world.  Have 
supportive  and  understanding 
wife.  Adventure  awaits.” 


NORTH  DAKOTA 
(580-  588) 


LAURIE  C. 

(ND-P-M4 1 52-K8934-79) 

Tall,  slim,  blue  eyed  blonde, 
geographically  isolated, 
would  love  to  correspond 
with  any  other  CD/TGs  who 
enjoy  living  as  their  femme 
selves.  Educated,  retired  pro- 


fessional. “Have  gone  back  to 
college  to  occupy  time.  Enjoy 
gardening,  music,  cooking, 
boating  and  computers.  Be- 
lieve in  enjoying  life  and  all 
the  good  in  it.” 


MONTANA  (590- 
599) 


— 


JERI  LYNN 

(MT-M3808-K2030-76) 

MWM,  56,  6'2".  “Have  been 
dressing  since  childhood.  I 
would  love  to  share  being 
feminine  with  any  of  my  lov- 
ing sisters,  especially  any  in 
Montana  area.  Hope  to  reach 
out  and  be  there  for  any  sis- 
ter or  SO  who  feels  in  their 
heart  they  are  feminine  be- 
cause of  state's  small  popula- 
tion.” 


ILLINOIS  (600- 
629) 


EVE  B. 

(IL-P-M0523-K 1199-75) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  Chr. 
Ed.  Resources  Committee. 
Member  Chi  Chapter  Tri-Ess. 
Awards:  IFGE  Trinity,  Miss 
Dream,  FF  Miss  Congeniality, 
Miss  Best  Dressed,  Miss  Fan- 


tasia Fair.  Elegant  fun-loving 
TG  devoted  to  making  our 
lives  in  this  world  better.  Out- 
reach to  educate  the  world 
about  our  lifestyle. 

TERESA  BEATRICE  K. 

(IL-M 1 969-K22  57-76) 

6’5",  mid-40s,  SWM-TV,  300 
lbs,  programmer,  chess, 
AD&D.  “Still  in  the  closet  and 
relatively  content  to  remain.  I 
am  still  in  net  lurker  mode: 
learning  by  watching.” 


MICHELE  MAGUIRE 
(IL-P-M2 1 25-K25 16-80) 
Officer:  CIGA  (Central  Illi- 
nois). CD,  Member:  CGS  (Chi- 
cago), IXE  (Indianapolis). 
Married  (with  pre-schoolers), 
5'H",  birth  year  1955,  Scor- 
pio, Engineer,  Historian, 
Musicologist,  Philosopher,  Sci- 
entist, university  graduate 
(thrice),  intelligent,  crazy,  re- 
alist, spective,  observer,  ex- 
plorer, loner,  Taoist,  calm,  hu- 
morous, optimist,  non- 
smoker,  sensitive,  hetero- 
sexual, infrequent  correspon- 
dent (family  first...  Michele 
last.  “Spouse  supportive,  but 
does  not  participate.  Seeking 
the  Tao  of  intergenderism.” 


JENNIFER  THEISS 
(IL-P-M2994-K5 185-74) 
“Beautiful  inside  and  outside 
lesbian  pre-op  transsexual 
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woman.  5’ 1 1",  136,  black  hair, 
green  eyes,  tan  skin.  Twelve 
years  living  full  time  success- 
fully as  a general  manager  of 
a retail  chain  restaurant.  Wants 
to  meet  women  or  pretty 
transsexuals.  Friendship,  no 
men!” 


PRISCILLA  B. 
(IL-NP-M3085-K5273-77) 
Lifelong  TV,  married  to  a very 
understanding,  beautiful  lady. 
“Enjoy  all  things  feminine,  es- 
pecially very  elegant  gowns 
and  party  dresses.  Satin  and 
lace  are  so  divine.  Wish  to 
correspond/meet  other  sisters 
and  couples  who  are  comfort- 
able with  this  life-style.  Can 
entertain  and  meet  in  the  Mid- 
west. Will  answer  all.  Photo 
appreciated.” 

JULIE  M. 

(IL-M2936-K50 12-76) 

MWM,  mid30s,  CD  with  TS 
feelings.  “Do  not  dress  often, 
as  wife  doesn't  know.  Love  to 
attend  national  events,  meet 
others  in  our  community. 
Passing  is  difficult  at  6’3",  but 
seeking  the  poise,  style  and 
confidence  to  do  it.  Like  to 
write/meet  other  CD/TSs/la- 
dies  who  understand.” 

DIANE  DEEDEE  BOLDEN 
(IL-M3994-K8608-75) 

Member  Chi  Chapter  Tri-Ess. 
5T1",  155,  MWM  professional 
who  also  teaches,  lectures, 
consults,  etc.  “Dressed  in  se- 
cret for  20  years  going  out 
some,  but  terrified.  Found  Tri- 
Ess  in  ’92  and  have  grown 
through  its  activities  and  new 
friends  there.  Pass  well.  Shop, 
dine,  as  Diane  with  confi- 
dence.” 


BARBARA  GLADE 
(IL-P-M4 1 48-K8938-7 5) 

Member  Tri-Ess,  CGS. 
Chicagoland  TV,  30,  5 10", 
married  to  supportive  wife. 
“Am  trying  to  become  more 
active  in  the  CD  scene.  Look- 
ing for  other  CDs  to  go  out 
and  help  with  my  goal  of  pass- 
ing." 

AMANDA  LYNN  R 
(IL-M4574-K9942-77) 

“As  her  name  states,  Amanda 
is  a musician  by  love,  infor- 
mation systems  by  occupa- 
tion. Composed  and  recorded 
album  of  crossdressing  tunes 
in  ’95.  Active  in  welcoming 
new  sisters  into  Chi  Chapter 
of  Tri-Ess.  Love  mail.  Married, 
kids,  50.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  all,  especially  musicians.” 

MS.  JEANIE  C. 

(IL-M  5 374-K9967-7 5) 

MWM  TV,  mid-50s,  6’5",  sys- 
tems analyst,  married  to  a 
sometimes  supportive  wife. 
“Love  everything  feminine,  es- 
pecially skirts,  dresses,  hose 
and  heels.  Wear  panties  and 
girdle  every  day.  Must  be  care- 
ful due  to  job  and  family.  May 
never  get  out  of  closet,  but 
would  love  to  try.” 


MONIQUE  DUBOIS 
(IL-P-M4904-K 1 0856-75) 

5'10",  165,  39  (and  holding), 
hazel  eyes,  friendly.  Interested 
in  reading,  all  sports,  wood- 
working, movies.  “Placing  this 
listing  to  establish  correspon- 
dence with  other  TV/CDs  and 
women  who  love  them.  Love 
dressing  sexy  (in  leather  skirts, 
heels,  seamed  hose)  or  in 
fashionable  business-woman 
look.  Passion  for  sexy  linge- 
rie. Please  write  and  include 
your  photo.” 

JYL  W. 

(IL-M5114-K 10788-81) 

WM  TV,  33,  135,  5'8",  still  not 
out.  “Love  lingerie,  hose,  short 
skirts,  high  heels  and  feeling 
feminine.  Looking  for  some- 
one to  help  me  become  more 
passable  and  bring  me  out  in 
public.” 

ROXANNE  LAVERNE 
MITCHELL 

(IL-M5185-K1 1230-77) 

Member  of  IFGE  and  Chicago 
Gender  Society.  “Enjoy  linge- 
rie, working  on  becoming 
passable.  Just  started  hor- 
mones this  past  November, 
male-to-female.  Enjoy  dress- 
ing as  a woman  and  being 
feminine.  Welcome  corre- 
spondence from  all.  Hobbies 
include  photography  and 
travel.  Single,  47,  and  want  to 
be  TS  real  bad!!” 

LEAH  HARRINGTON 
(IL-M5234-K 11637-74) 

WM,  40,  CD  with  TS  feelings. 
“Dress  as  often  as  I can.  Have 
passed  many  times,  even 
though  I am  6'  tall.  I like  short 
skirts,  high  heels  and  flashy 
jewelry.  Looking  to  meet  other 
CD/TSs  or  men  who  like 
them.  Please  write.  Include 
phone  number  so  we  can  get 


together  soon.  Discretion  as- 
sured.” 

MICHELLE  G. 

(IL-M  5 286-K 11741-74) 

DWM,  44,  5 10",  180,  16, 
blonde  hair,  blue  eyes.  “Love 
everything  feminine.  Not  pass- 
able yet,  but  working  on  it. 
Love  to  escort  as  a male.  Seek- 
ing correspondence  and/or 
meetings  with  couples,  men. 
women.  Live  in  small  town, 
but  can  travel.  Answer  all. 
Photo  appreciated.” 

DONNA  FRANCINE  G. 
(IL-M5516-K1 2 180-76) 

Mature  WM  novice,  5'11",  150. 
“Seek  experienced  TV/CD  to 
help  dispel  irrational  fears  and 
anxieties  which  prevent  me 
from  enjoying  my  long-re- 
pressed  femininity.  Need 
strong  individual  to  orches- 
trate the  liberation  of  a drab, 
imprisoned  worm  into  a beau- 
tiful, free  butterfly.  Please 
write.” 


MISSOURI  (630- 

658) 


VANESSA  T. 

(MO-M41 1 3-K8923-74) 

DWM  TV,  mid-40’s,  passable, 
college  graduate,  semi-retired. 
“Recently  moved  to  SW  Mis- 
souri. Enjoy  all  things  femi- 
nine, and  with  others  with 
same  interests  who  are  sin- 
cere. Love  to  shop.  Would  like 
to  attend  some  CD  events. 
Looking  for  CDs  and  women 
interested  in  CDs  for  friend- 
ship.” 


DENISE  DEMAGNE 
(MO-P-M32  2 5-K62  34-74) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  50,  5’8",  130, 
hetero,  wife  tolerant  but  not 
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Books  for  Cross-Dressers 

Alamo  Square  Distributors  is  the  country’s  leading  distributor  of  cross- 
dressing books  to  retail  stores.  We  offer  titles  from  Sandy  Thomas. 
Reluctant  Press,  Creative  Design.  PM,  Chavalier.  AEGIS,  1FGE,  PM 
and  many  others.  Look  for  these  titles  at: 

A Brothers’s  Touch  - Minneapolis,  MN 
A Different  Light  - San  Francisco,  West  Hollywood  & NYC 
Afterwords  - Milwaukee,  WI 
Beyond  the  Closet  - Seattle.  WA 
Category  Six  - Denver,  CO 
Circus  of  Books  - West  Hollywood,  CA 
Clark’s  Out-of-Town  News  - Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 
Come  Again  - New  York  City 
Crossroads  Market  - Dallas  & Houston,  TX 
Dreamhaven  Books  - Minneapolis,  MN 
Get  Booked  - Las  Vegas,  NV 
Giovanni’s  Room  - Philadelphia,  PA 
Grapevine  Books  - Reno,  NV 
Lambda  Rising  - Washington,  DC 
Leather  Masters/New  Edition  - San  Jose,  CA 
Mustang  Books  - Upland,  CA 
Once  Upon  a Time  - Bloomington,  IL 
Out  & About  Books  - Orlando,  FL 
Perrin  & Treggitt  - Denville,  NJ 
People  Like  Us  - Chicago,  IL 
Romantasy  - San  Francisco,  CA 
Sister’s  and  Brother’s  Books  - Albuquerque,  NM 
White  Rabbit  Books  - Greensboro,  NC 

PH  ALAMO  SQUARE  DISTRIBUTORS 

P.O.  Box  14543,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Golden  Gateway 


California  Dreamin'  1996 

April  25  through  April  28 
Golden  Gateway  Holiday  Inn 
1500  Van  Ness  Ave. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

Sponsored  by  the  Powder  Puffs  of  Orange  County 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Bay  Area  Transgender  Groups 
- Educational  TV  Channel,  The  Diablo  Valley  Girls, 
The  Rainbow  Gender  Association,  and  The 
Sacramento  Gender  Association 

For  Registration  Brochure  and  Information  Contact: 

PPOC/California  Dreamin' 

P.o.  Box  1088,  Yorba  Linda,  CA  92686 
or  call  (714)  779-9013 
9 am  - 9 pm  Pacific  Time  (leave  message) 
or  e-mail  PPOC@AOL.COM 


BREAST  FORMS!  WIGS! 
HOSIERY!  LINGERIE! 
COSMETICS! 

TMfefMp  T^uuiuctA  *fnt****U*i+l 

“SxfunicHCt  0?c*UHCK4ttf  ta  tA& 

Oftaximum 

Melody  Products  International  known  nationally  and  internationally  for 
the  Melody  Breast  Forms,  the  Ultimate  Prosthesis  for  “The  Joy  of 
Beautiful  Feminine  Breasts”,  the  only  forms  offered  with  a ten-year 
warranty,  guarantee  of  satisfaction,  and  no  extras  to  buy,  is  now  offering: 

♦ Seamed  Stockings  with  "French  HeeL"  Sizes  IX  thru  4X  - 
Designed  and  Fabricated  for  the  Male  Leg.  Plus  Regular  and 
Queen  Size  Ultra  Sheer  Pantyhose! 

♦ Cinema  Secrets  ^Cosmetics.  Padded  Briefs  (Hip  & Fanny),  Bras, 
Corsets,  Garter  Belts,  Kama  Sutra  Lotions  & Oils,  and  More! 

♦ Wigs,  Hair  Accessories,  and  Styling  Services  By  Mail  Order! 

If  you  would  like  to  take  advantage  of  our  unique  new  products  and 
services  please  send  $1.00  for  a description  and  price  list  to: 

Melody  Products  International 

P.O.  Box  2142 

Yorba  Linda,  CA  92686 

We  offer  the  very  finest  merchandise  at  affordable  prices  for  your 
feminine  pleasure  and  enhancement. 

'MeUdf  - «W  mM f*  cm*  e*«*f  •». 


“T rans^isters 
provides  a vital 
theoretical  link 
that  will  help  to 
liberate  trans- 
sexual women , 
and  at  the  same 
time  help  to 
forge  a broader 
movement  to 
defeat  all 
forms  of  sex 
and  gender  op- 
pression. No 
wonder  I read 
each  issue  of 
TransSisters  so 


TransSisters 

'Tfu  of  TteAiMxmi  fm 


THE  RITES  OF 
CYBELEAND  ATTIS 

W Ga*  • Aa  ...  J— „ Graaa  -Pro,  mt 

rn»«tj:  S,aoa,m  ar  Cui/UklMa!  • ink.  lalaraailaaal 
Sjmfatmm  W tk.  Harr,  tajaaua  UUM  ■ Fa*  CH,  a*  Warn 
Womjm's  Maac  FoOaal  Upkaa • m*  Ban! 


carefully.  — 

Leslie  Feinberg,  author  of  Stone  Butch  Blues 

One  year  (four  issues) :$30.00 
Sample  issue:  $7.50  (current  issue  only) 

Outside  U.S.A.,  Canada  & Mexico  add  $1.00  per  issue  ordered; 
add  $4.00  per  one  year  subscription  ordered  New  subscriptions 
begin  with  next  issue;  to  receive  current  issue,  order  sample  issue 

BgT lease  Cheeks  gr  MopexOrder?  Pa.Yabj*  to 

Davina  Anne  Gabriel  (l  .S.  funds  only) 

Mail  to:  Davina  Anne  Gabriel;  4004  T roost  Avenue; 
Kansas  City,  Missouri  641 10 
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supportive.  Interested  in  mu- 
sic, fashions,  long  distance 
running,  antique  autos,  meet- 
ing other  sisters.  Recently  out 
of  closet,  comfortable  with  my 
crossdressing.  Value  friend- 
ship, honesty,  discretion.  En- 
joy small  social  get-togethers. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with 
and  meet  others  in  St.  Louis 
area.” 


JQRDYNNE  LOBO 
(MO-P-M3874-K4403-74) 
Pre-op  TS.  “Formerly  a well 
paid,  bitterly  unhappy  corpo- 
rate ‘cog  in  something  turn- 
ing’; now  a richly  happy  res- 
taurant and  cocktail  waitress. 
May  you  feel  naked  if  you  are 
not  wearing  a smile.” 


VICKI  SHERIDAN 
(MO-P-M42G8-K949 1 -76) 
Member  CAF.  5’7",  170,  48, 
married.  Attended  Fall  Har- 
vest, Texas  T Party.  “Go  shop- 
ping and  out  to  dinner  on 
weekends  with  a friend.  Just 
enjoy  being  a girl.” 


MICKI  DANIELS- 
GREENWELL 
(MO-P-M46 1 0-K7 1 3 1 -74) 
"Hello.  I’m  Micki.  Tran- 
sitioned April  ‘93-  I'd  like  to 
see  more  support  for  TS’s  in 
the  TG  world.  Working  to- 
ward that  end.  If  you  are  TS 
& want  to  get  involved,  or  if 
you  are  just  looking  for  a 
friend  we  need  each  other.” 


CLARISSA  RENEE  VANDYKE 
(MO-NP-M4726-K 1 0452-76) 
M-F  pre-op  TS,  brown  hair, 
blue  eyes,  5'9"  45.  “Eager  to 
meet  TSs  for  friendship  & sup- 
port. Enjoy  cooking,  shop- 
ping, going  to  movies  & all 
things  feminine.  Photo  & 
phone  get  mine.  Will  answer 
all.  Please  write.” 


PATRICIA  ELAINE  KASTEN 
(MO-P-M4805-K 1 0267-74) 
Pre-op  TS,  5’H",  143,  31,  100% 


passable.  “Living  75%  of  time 
as  Trish.  Would  like  to  make 
friends  with  other  TSs.  Look- 
ing for  long  term  friendships 
and  support.  Will  answer  all, 
so  be  patient.  Photo  gets 
photo  in  return.” 

VANESSA  T. 

(MO-M41 13-K8923-74) 

DWM  TV,  mid-40s,  passable, 
college  graduate,  semi-retired. 
“Recently  moved  to  SW  Mis- 
souri. Enjoy  all  things  femi- 
nine, and  with  others  with 
same  interests  who  are  sin- 
cere. Love  to  shop.  Would  like 
to  attend  some  CD  events. 
Looking  for  CDs  and  women 
interested  in  CDs  for  friend- 
ship.” 

JULIE  WILSON 
(MO-M5359-K7288-75) 
SBiWM,  CD,  34,  computer 
professional.  “Have  cross- 
dressed  since  childhood,  only 
seriously  for  the  past  two 
years.  Interested  in  music  (es- 
pecially vocal),  theatre,  sports, 
cooking  and  the  outdoors. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  un- 
derstanding individuals,  espe- 
cially anyone  with  tips  for 
Julie’s  first  time  out.  Photos 
appreciated.” 


KANSAS  (660- 
679) 


SHELLY  H. 

(KS-P-M4627-K 10171  -74) 
Member  Wichita  Gender  Alli- 
ance. DWM,  48,  5 ’8",  175,  18. 
Lifetime  CD.  “Carpenter  into 
remodelling,  electronics, 
cooking,  baking,  love  good 
music  and  crosswords.  Goal, 
to  live  as  a woman.  Sisters  in 
community  have  helped  tre- 
mendously in  self-acceptance. 


Love  to  hear  from,  meet  other 
sisters  for  support,  friendship. 
Will  answer  all.  Love  y’all!” 

EVELYN  BORDEN 
(E  KS-?-M04(X)-K  1329-76) 
“Tall,  well  educated,  very 
passable  TG  interested  in 
meeting  others  and  sharing  re- 
source information.  Open,  un- 
derstanding, helpful  to  others 
traveling  same  path.” 


VERONICA  MOELLER 
(KS-P-M4893-K84 1 2-75) 

SWM,  TG,  37,  57",  160.  “Pro- 
fessional, enjoy  reading,  writ- 
ing, fiction,  movies  and  out- 
doors. Goal  is  to  live  as  fe- 
male for  a year.  Passable.  Seek 
friends  who  can  lend  advice, 
support  in  realizing  this 
dream.” 


STALENA  PAGE 
(KS-NP-M5342-K5379-74) 
SW,  TS,  M-F  Pre-Op,  50, 
Dresses  well.  5’9",  170.  “Seek 
friends  and  someone  to  share 
the  rest  of  my  life  with;  gentle- 
men, TS,  CD,  I’m  very1  under- 
standing, compassionate  and 
kind.  A great  person  to  know. 
Likes  all  kinds  of  music  and 
do  many  things.  Please  write, 
I’m  very  lonely.” 
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NEBRASKA 
(680-  693) 


DEBRA  ANN  F. 

(NE-P-M1655-K 1347-74) 

"Blew  tile  closet  doors  off  this 
May.  Attending  the  Texas  T 
Party  and  SPICE  in  1995.  Sup- 
portive wife  and  family.  Am 
signed  up  for  the  Big  Sister 
program  in  Tri-Ess.  Am  wait- 
ing to  help  my  first  little  sis- 
ter. My  wife  would  like  to  help 
other  wives  who  are  having 
trouble  with  their  husband's 
dressing.” 

JANELLE  L. 
(NE-M2958-K5055-78) 
Member  of  Emerald  City.  6’1 ", 
14,  recently  married,  40’s,  al- 
most passable,  non-smoker. 
"Enjoy  feeling  feminine.  Travel 
extensively,  especially  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  Wife  toler- 
ates. Educated  friendly,  pilot, 
physically  active,  computer  lit- 
erate. Like  to  correspond  and 
meet  couples,  TVs  for  discus- 
sion, local  activities.” 

DEE  ANN  W. 

(NE-M4647-K971 1-78) 
Member  RCGA.  MWM.  “Life- 
long closeted  TV.  Wife  is  ac- 
cepting, but  a lot  of  issues  re- 
main. Searching  for  integration 
of  male  and  female  sides.  En- 
joy corresponding  with  TV/ 
TSs.  We  can  learn  from  each 
other.” 
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MELISSA  H. 

(NE-NP-M2742-K4493-76) 
DWM,  50,  6’2\  TV/TG.  “I  en- 
joy country  life,  golf,  fishing, 
movies,  restauranting  and  any 
new  adventure.  Went  sky  div- 
ing this  last  winter  and  bought 
my  first  computer.  Would  like 
to  make  friends  with  women, 
TSs,  men  and  TV's.  Life  keeps 
moving  on.  I’m  just  not  sure 
where  it’s  taking  me.” 

TAMI  DIANE 
( N E-M  3 284-K6480-7 4) 

“I  enjoy  all  that  is  feminine  and 
wish  to  become  more  in- 
volved in  the  TV/TS  commu- 
nity. Passable,  5T1",  37.  Inter- 
ested in  making  friends  who 
are  interested  in  our  feminine 
ways.  Intelligent,  educated, 
and  discreet.  Enjoy  going  out 
en  femme.  Would  like  to  meet 
sincere,  understanding  TV/TSs 
and  genetic  females  for  friend- 
ship.” 


LOUISIANA  (700- 
714) 


and  am  my  most  relaxed 
when  I am  a woman.  I love 
being  out  among  my  sisters, 
and  would  welcome  corre- 
sponding with  them.” 

GINGER  B. 

(LA-M4366-K 10089-76) 
“Financially  independent, 
single,  6'  1 " , 215,  very  infre- 
quent CD  needs  a full-time 
French  maid  capable  of  car- 
ing for  and  sharing  the  good 
life  on  15  acres  with  a home. 
You  can  live  full  time  as  a 
woman.  Tell  me  about  your 
dreams  and  needs.  Let  us  trade 
letters  and  photos.” 

MARAIN  B. 
(LA-M5298-K3493-74) 

57",  150,  early  30s,  pre-op  TS. 
“I  like  movies,  reading,  writ- 
ing and  American  history.  I 
would  like  to  talk  to  other  TSs. 
I have  taken  many  steps  for- 
ward and  several  back,  but  I 
am  on  the  road  to  being  the 
woman  am  I.” 


LYNZI  ALEMAN 
(LA-NP-M554 1 -K 12260-76) 
37-year  old  schizophrenic  CD. 
“Shy  and  retiring  when  appro- 
priate (visiting  Mom),  how- 
ever, not  often.  Definite  TS 
tendencies,  however,  too  fi- 
nancially rewarding  an  occu- 
pation to  change.  Dressing 
since  early  childhood.  Discov- 
ered by  family  at  age  13- 
Would  love  to  hear  your 
story.” 


ALICE  HEBERT 
( LA-P-M2964-K5098-76) 
Member  Gulf  Gender  Alliance. 
"I  am  married  to  a very  un- 
derstanding, supportive  wife. 


ARKANSAS  (716 
- 729) 


RANDY  S. 

( AR-NP-M 1 708-K 1 872-74) 

S M-F  TS,  5’10",  155,  long  au- 
burn hair,  blue  eyes,  40s,  bi- 
sexual, 38B-29-39.  “Feminine 
country  girl  seeks  mature 
gentleman  interested  in  rela- 
tionship. Also  other  TV/TSs. 
Enjoy  sharing  experiences. 
Am  considerate,  sensitive  and 
discreet.  This  passable,  under- 
standing southern  gal  would 
love  to  hear  from  you.  Can 
travel  or  host.” 

JANA  H. 

(AR-P-M2042-K2442-76) 

“Let's  talk!  Into  dressing  13 
years.  Married,  wife  knows, 
helps,  but  not  her  thing.  Late 
50s,  57",  165.  Former  USAF 
pilot.  Still  working.  Can't  help 
it!  Love  it  all,  38C  to  5"  inch 
heels.  Into  golf,  photography, 
video.  Possibly  meet  in  AR, 
MS,  LA.  Always  respond  to 
everyone.  Do  it!” 

LARRY  D 

(AR-M5  247-K 1 0478-74) 

MWM.  “Never  had  a desire  to 
dress,  but  have  had  a lifelong 
desire  to  know  and  associate 
with  those  who  do.  I respect 
who  you  are,  and  would  love 
to  hear  from  anyone,  espe- 
cially in  Arkansas  and  nearby 
states.  Would  you  like  an  un- 
derstanding man’s  point  of 
view?” 

LAURIE  STARK 
(AR-M5410-K1 1897-80) 

5'8",  190,  39,  single,  TV/TS 
feelings.  “Like  movies,  Sci-Fi, 
romance,  mountains,  camp- 
ing, SCUBA,  dressing,  classi- 
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cal  gourmet  cooking,  fine 
wine,  helping  gender  commu- 
nity, peace  and  quiet,  air 
brush.  Hope  to  start  transition 
soon:  electrolysis,  hormones. 
Would  like  to  develop  friend- 
ships with  women,  couples, 
TV/TSs,  and  build  lasting 
friendships.” 


OKLAHOMA 

(730  - 749) 


ARLENE  L. 

(OK-M4664-K 1 0321-74) 
Pre-op  TS,  48,  5'10",  180. 
“Family  knows  but 
nonsupportive.  Passable,  ar- 
chitect, boss  knows,  co-work- 
ers do  not.  Crossdress-ing 
since  childhood.  Divorced, 
two  loving  children.  Taking 
hormones.  Away  from  work  I 
am  Arlene,  live  as  Arlene  in 
my  own  apartment.  Seek 
other  TSs  for  friendship. 
Quiet,  sincere,  passive,  lov- 
ing.” 


GEORGIA  HILBERT 
(OK-P-M3 108-K5304-74) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  Delta  Omega, 
Sigma  Beta.  Attended  Texas  T 
Party  '92.  MWM,  60s,  retired. 
Wife  accepts  but  not  support- 
ing. A so-so  passer,  but  going 
out  since  1991.  Interested  in 
outdoors,  nature,  homemak- 
ing, crossdressing  and  trans- 
sexualism. Hope  to  do  some 
writing.  “Like  to  meet  and  cor- 
respond with  like-minded 
people.” 


TEXAS  (750- 

799) 


RENE  FENNER 
(TX-P-M0989-K 1401-75) 

Vice  President  GCTC  1994. 
Early  60s,  out  of  closet  15 
years.  Comfortable  going  most 
anywhere  as  Rene.  Always  try- 
ing to  improve  feminine  im- 
age. Hobbies  include  amateur 
radio  and  fishing.  Member  Tri- 
Ess.  Attended  all  Texas  T Par- 
ties, Coming  Together  '87,  ’92, 
California  Dreamin’  ’93-  Inter- 
ested in  corresponding  with 
those  who  share  common  in- 
terests. 


CASEY  COLE 
(S  TX-P-M1907-K2 196-79) 

Hetero,  male  CD,  44.  “Living 
with  supportive  life-mate.  Ac- 
tive in  Austin  Second  Image, 
member  of  ETVC.  Previous 
member  of  Boulton  and  Park, 
Heart  of  Texas  TV." 


PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE, 
ATTY 

(TX-P-M2940-K4963-99) 
Member  of  GCTC.  Organizer 
of  first  International  Confer- 
ence on  Transgender  Law  and 
Employment  Policy.  Out  of 
Closet  and  successful 
transgendered  attorney.  Inter- 
ested in  helping  people  out 
of  their  closets,  fighting  myths 
and  stereotypes,  public  speak- 
ing on  our  issues.  “This  is  not 
’76  when  I came  out,  this  is 
1992.  Come  out!  You  are  an 
okay  person.  Don't  put  up 
with  the  guilt  and  shame  lie.” 


LIANNA  JAMES 
(TX-NP-M2949-K5062-77) 
SWM,  6T",  180.  Member  IFGE, 
Tri-Ess,  SIS.  “Enjoy  travel,  pho- 
tography, computers  and  cor- 
responding with  other  hetero- 
sexual crossdressers.” 


NANCY  BAKER 
(TX-P-M3 1 86-K6 1 09-75) 
“Member  B&P  and  ASI.  At- 
tended Texas  T Party  ’92-’95. 
Married  to  loving  and  support- 
ive wife  who  helps  with  ward- 
robe selection  and  overall 
look.  Interested  in  meeting 
others  for  socializing  and  con- 
versation. Enjoy  correspond- 
ing with  others  who  have  ex- 
perienced or  are  interested  in 
forced  crossdressing  and  pet- 
ticoat punishment.” 


LYNETTE  C. 
(TX-P-M3628-K7533-75) 
Divorced,  30,  lifelong  CD. 
“Hid  in  aunt’s  closet  for  most 
of  teenage  life.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  and  possible  meet 
sisters  and  friends  from  cen- 
tral Texas.  I would  especially 
like  to  hear  from  other  His- 
panic sisters  who  are  tiying  to 
escape  traditional  machismo 
stereotype.” 
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CHERYL  L.  BOLEN 
(TX-P-M3629-K7747-75) 
Pre-op  TS,  53.  5’15".  “Living 
full  time,  on  hormones  over  a 
year.  Looking  for  surgery  in' 
'95.  Enjoy  all  kinds  of  music, 
love  dancing,  am  artist  and 
author.  Now  dating,  looking 
for  Mr.  Right.” 


KIM  HUNTER 
(TX-P-M3708-K8038-76) 

Single,  30s,  hormones  since  7/ 
1/92.  “Love  music,  intimate 
conversation,  cooking,  good 
wine.  Other  interests  too  var- 
ied to  list.  Relationship-ori- 
ented. Seeking  stable,  healthy 
relationship.  Send  photo  with 
letter.  Would  also  like  to  hear 
from  others  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley;  friendship,  support.” 


dressing.  Love  to  attend  FI 
shows  and  evenings  on  the 
town.  Your  photo  gets  mine.” 


KIMBERLY  B. 

(TX-P-M4178-K 109 1-75) 

5’9",  135,  sophisticated  TV. 
“Looking  for  a sincere  MWM, 
35-40  who  can  make  dreams 
come  true.  If  you  enjoy  candle 
light,  evenings  by  the  fire,  and 
romantic  walks,  then  just 
maybe,  both  our  dreams  can 
come  true!  Polite  photo  appre- 
ciated.” 


MARK  J. 

(TX-P-M4275-K2691-75) 

33,  M,  self-employed,  athleti- 
cally fit.  “Seek  attractive  TV, 
TS  for  friendship  that  could 
develop  into  a possible  long- 
term relationship.  All  an- 
swered with  letter/  photo.” 


TIFFANY  TAYLOR 
(TX-P-M4460-K900 1-73) 

5’9",  165,  31  “Have  an  inter- 
est in  everything  about  cross- 


BRENDA LOGAN 
(TX-NP-M5358-K6872-74) 
“Experimenting  since  a teen. 
Just  recently  started  fully 
dressing,  and  am  still  some- 
what closeted.  Wife  knows, 
but  not  fully  supportive.  In- 
terested in  fashion,  glamour, 
makeup.  Would  like  to  make 
friends  with  like-minded  sis- 
ters and  exchange  tips,  pho- 
tos and  experiences.  Active  on 
Internet  and  AOL.  Your  letter 
and  photo  gets  mine.” 


ALICIA  G. 

(TX-P-M4692-K 1 0379-74) 
Married  CD,  43,  member 
GCTC  and  Tri-Ess.  “Attended 
my  first  convention  this  year 
(Be  All  ’94)  and  looking  for- 
ward to  attending  more.  En- 
joy cooking,  shopping  and 
computers.  Active  on  AOL  and 
CompuServe.  Want  to  make 
friendships  with  others  in 
community.” 

R.  W. 

(TX-M4790-K 10551-79) 

'Royal  ship  of  the  line  and  a 


bikini  on  you.  Please  write.” 

ANGIE  HONNE 
(TX-M5248-K1 1646-74) 

37,  5’4",  130,  WBiM.  “Married. 
She  knows,  but  no  support, 
only  anger.  Otherwise,  closet 
TS.  Need  help  and  advice.  I 
am  alone.  Looking  for  support 
and  friendship.  No  smoking, 
mild  drink,  and  I like  music. 
Never  been  out,  but  I really 
want  to  be  a woman.” 

JESSICA  W 

(TX-M499 1 -K767 0-7 5) 
“48-year-old  gay  man  (hetero- 
sexual woman)  pre-op  TS. 
Want  to  meet/correspond  with 
other  TG/TS  for  friendship 
only.  Member  of  SIS.  My  hus- 
band is  supportive.  Write  soon 
and  let’s  talk.” 


MICHELLE  CLAIRE  M. 
(TX-NP-M5476-K87 16-75) 

"My  first  vivid  memory  of 
crossdressing  is  from  age  11. 
Now  I 'm  finally  doing  some- 
thing about  what  I haven't  un- 
derstood for  40  years.  Would 
like  to  share  Michelle  with 
others  so  that  I can  get  in 
touch  with  reality.  Interested 
in  all  things  feminine.  Please, 
no  sexually  explicit  letters.  ” 

COLLEEN  HELMS 
(TX-M5531-K 1223 1-76) 

DWM  bi-TV,  45,  5'10",  180, 
red/blue.  Relationship-ori- 
ented. “Love  lingerie  and 
heels.  Lifetime  CD,  but  need 
help  with  makeup,  wigs,  and 
upper  physique  styles.  Corre- 
spond by  phone  or  mail. 
Photo  appreciated.  Can  enter- 
tain or  travel.  Discretion  as- 
sured. Peace  and  love  (we 
need  it)!” 
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COLORADO  (800- 
816) 


ANNDREA  DANIELS 
(CO-P-M37 26-K5 54 5-76) 
Attended  Coming  Together 
'91,  Fantasia  Fair  '92,  Esprit  '93 
and  IFGE  '94.  WM  CD/FI. 
mid30s,  5’7",  145,  blonde/ 
blue.  Interests:  doing  FI 
shows,  enjoy  a wide  variety’ 
of  music,  restauranting,  swim- 
ming and  skiing.  “Can  be  a 
lousy  correspondent,  but  am 
trying  to  get  better.  Like  shiny, 
happy  people.  Dying  to  do 
more  shows.” 


MARLA  B. 

(CO-P-M4263-K5352-75) 
Delta  Chapter,  Tri-Ess;  GIC 
Colorado;  CompuServe  ABFH; 
GEnie  Girl;  AOL.  SWM,  het- 
ero,  bi-gendered  TV.  Software 
designer,  artist,  writer,  teacher, 
businesswoman,  engineer  and 
philosopher.  “Enjoy  dining, 
shows,  music  and  sports.  De- 
light in  both  the  balance  and 
the  dichotomy  of  my  male  and 
female  self.  Welcome  meeting 
and  corresponding  with  oth- 
ers.” 


SHEETAH  O. 

(CO-NP-M3638-K6276-76) 
GWM,  6T",  160,  48,  brn/blu, 
HIV+.  “Seeking  dominant 
males  only.  Submissive,  sul- 
try, long  legs,  sensitive  breasts. 
Fondness  for  seductive  linge- 
rie. Intelligent,  sense  of  hu- 
mor, vulnerable.  Like  theatre, 
arts,  good  conversation,  ’70s 
mellow  rock.” 


NANCY  JANE  S. 

(CO-NP-M44  5 3-K9490-76) 

SW  TG/TS  tendencies.  Very 
passable,  ladylike,  petticoatecl 
and  sissified,  passive,  recep- 
tive to  men.  “Desire  full  time 
relationship  with  right  man. 
Like  dating  and  having  fun. 
Very  clean  and  educated.  Can 
travel.  Like  square  dancing. 
Pretty  legs  and  plump  girlish 
rear.” 


JOANNE  WILSON 
(CO-P-M4620-K 1 0 1 59-74) 
DWM,  like  long  closet  CD. 
“Just  starting  to  venture  out. 
Passable  after  dark  (barely). 
Would  like  to  correspond  with 
others  and  possible  meet.  I 
enjoy  all  that  is  feminine  and 
wish  to  be  more  active  in  the 
community.” 


SANDY  MCKENNA 
(CO-NP-M5501-K 1 2 1 35-76) 

DWM,  48,  6’4".  “Too  tall  for 
going  out,  although  I would 
dearly  love  to.  Maybe  some- 
day. Hetero  to  now,  but  en- 
tertaining fantasies  about  TS 
or  attractive  TV.  Looking  for 
someone  to  correspond  with 
and  possibly  meet.  Need  en- 
couragement and  guidance  in 
becoming  more  active.  Enjoy 
too  much  to  waste  away 
closet.” 

JULIE  & BARBARA 
(CO-M4522-K5 164-74) 

Would  like  to  correspond  with 
new  friends  we  met  at  Be-All 
’95;  so  much  fun  we  forgot  to 
get  addresses!  We  have  great 
pictures  of  you,  so  write  us 
and  we'll  send  them! 


WYOMING  (820- 
831 ) 


VERONICA  B. 
(WYNP-M4969-K71 1 3-80) 

SWM,  35,  150,  6',  lifelong 
crossdresser.  “Love  everything 
feminine.  Enjoy  changing 
looks  and  trying  new  things. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  open- 
minded,  fun-loving  people 
and  meet  with  those  in  my 
area.” 

LINDA  A. 

(WY-NP-M5488-K 1 2095-76) 
MWM.  “Starting  therapy  for 
TS.  Have  a very  supportive 
wife  who  wants  me  to  be 
Linda  always.  Would  love  to 
hear  from  others  in  similar 
situation." 


UTAH  (840-  847) 


KANDEE  STORRS 
(UT-P-M2726-K4384-76) 
DWM,  straight,  41,  5’10",  180. 
RCGSE  (International  Court 
System)  Board.  Enjoys  per- 
forming, raising  money  to 
fight  AIDS,  recreational 
crossdressing.  Rhonda  Shear 
wannabe.  Wish  to  meet  oth- 
ers (male  or  female)  with  simi- 
lar interests. 
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KAREN  LYNN  STEWART 
(UT-NP-M5001-K443 1-76) 

“I’m  39,  170,  5’8",  single, 
white,  MtoF,  into  Mac  comput- 
ers, camping  sewing,  sci-fi. 
Fairly  self-reliant,  sew  my  own 
clothes,  fix  my  car,  make  jew- 
elry, looking  for  things  to  do 
to  relieve  my  boredom.  Would 
like  to  pen-pal  to  talk  to  oth- 
ers in  Utah.  Is  Provo  too  spe- 
cific?” 

ROBIN  J. 

(UT-M3339-K66 1 8-74) 

34  D/W/CD/TV/TS/?  “Am  very 
interested  in  corresponding/' 
meeting  others.  Em  interested 
in  music,  shopping,  outdoors 
and  comedy  clubs.  I've  started 
accepting  myself  as  I am. 
Would  like  to  meet  others 
who  can  see  me  in  the  same 
light.  Looking  forward  to  at- 
tending my  first  convention. 
Would  like  to  know  what  to 
expect.” 


DESTINT’  D. 
(UT-P-M4247-K9545-76) 

Single  pre-op  TS,  34,  5'5",  125. 
Hormones  since  1/93-  “Exten- 
sive electrolysis.  Adjusting 
slowly  to  female  lifestyle. 
Going  through  the  ultra-femi- 
nist, ‘Men  are  scum’  phase. 
Would  like  to  meet  with  a lo- 
cal support  group  and  hear 
from  other  TSs/  Love  the  out- 


TOMMIE E 

(E  AZ-P-M1158-K 145  3-76) 
"Lifelong  CD  has  large  collec- 
tion of  panties  and  bras  in  all 
styles  and  colors.  Want  to  hear 
from  serious  lingerie  collec- 
tors. Looking  for  undies  from 
1930-1960.  Like  minis,  bo- 
somy look.  Real  passion  for 
heels,  hosiery,  and  lingerie. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with 
TV  sisters,  exchange  photos 
and  lingerie.” 


RASHEL  R 

(A2-P-M4084-K87 69-7 4) 
Member  Tri-Ess,  Alpha  Zeta, 
A Rose.  Single,  hetero  CD. 
President  Alpha  Zeta,  1994. 
Attended  California  Dreamin' 
93,  94,  Holiday  En  Femme 
'93.  “Love  to  network  with 
serious  sisters,  e-mail  72142, 
1570.  Out  of  the  closet,  out 
on  the  town  and  enjoying  life, 
clubbing,  sisterhood  and  be- 
ing me.” 


doors,  FI  shows  and  rainy 
days.” 


ARIZONA  (850- 
864) 


■*¥ — mm 


LAURIE  K. 

(AZ-M2777-K4607-76) 

TV,  57",  130,  slender,  feminine 
figure,  pass  easily,  considered 
realistic  and  attractive.  Enjoy 
being  sophisticated,  fashion- 
able woman  of  good  taste.  In- 
terested in  art,  theater,  litera- 
ture, antiques,  architecture, 
interior  design,  music,  vintage 
wines,  and  fashions.  “Love  to 
meet/write  passable  CDs  in 
Phoenix  area,  elsewhere.  Not 
interested  in  men!” 


CINDY  N. 

(AZ-P-M4047-K8782-74) 
Member  Alpha  Zeta,  A Rose. 
Married,  57",  size  18.  Inter- 
ested in  photography,  desert 
4-wheeling,  and,  of  course, 
shopping. 


JENNIFER  E.  SAMSOL 
(AZ-P-M 1 056-K 1 467-74) 

Member  A Rose.  DWM,  6’, 
175,  46,  warm,  caring,  open 
professional.  Interested  in 
cooking,  all  music  except  hard 
rock,  metaphysics,  hunting, 
fishing,  computers,  camping 
en  femme,  sunsets,  horses, 
and  dogs.  “Fond  of  gold 
clothes,  heels,  and  blonde 
hair,  but  also  enjoy  tight  Levi 
skirts  and  tight  blouses,  etc. 
Travel  quite  a bit.  Write.” 


REBECCA  B. 

(AZ-P-M479 1 -K 1 362-78) 
Member  Alpha  Zeta,  Tri-Ess. 
“Love  being  feminine.  I am  re- 
tired, 570",  210.  I dress  any- 
time. I work  with  wood  and 
design  SW  style  furniture.  I 
like  shopping  and  meeting 
other  TV/CDs.  Will  write  to 
all  and  send  a picture  to  all 
who  write  to  me.” 

ANONOMOUS  MALE 
(AZ-M4888-K830 1-76) 
“Phoenix  area.  Single,  white 
male,  44,  desire  to  meet  early- 
stage  pre-  to  post-op  for  lov- 
ing, caring  monogamous,  re- 
lationship.” 

H.  THAU 

( AZ-M  5 366-K 10430-78) 
Romantic,  loyal,  incarcerated 
man.  Pisces,  homeowner,  pro- 
fessional chef,  German-Irish 
nationality,  35,  6', hazel-eyes. 
“Want  feminine  post-op  for 
marriage.  Will  provide  home, 
security,  all  my  love.  Pre-ops 
write!  Answer  all.” 


NEW  MEXICO 
(870-  884) 


RENEE  G. 

(NM-M4200-K7 141-75) 

33,  5'8",  145,  closet  CD.  “Love 
heels,  hose,  lace  and  lingerie. 
Interested  in  corresponding, 
photo  exchange,  and  meeting 
some  new  friends.  Will  answer 
all.” 
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THONG  SANDITAPAGANDA 
(NM-NP-M4342-K3848-80) 

“Gay  (happy)  Transvestite, 
learning  to  get  in  touch  with 
my  feminine  self.  5'7",  155, 
thirty-something.  Very  finely 
sculptured,  completely  hair- 
less, athletic  body.  Activities 
include  nudism,  ballet  (on 
pointe!),  several  sports,  and 
phantasy  photography.  Am 
very  open-minded,  so  when 
writing  feel  free  to  express 
your  true  self!” 


drugs.  Might  host  CD/TV/TS/ 
TG/GG  couple  for  short  vis- 
its. Picture  please.” 

GERRY  T. 

(NM-M4475-K7060-76) 

51,  5*8",  150  lb,  CD/TG,  sup- 
portive and  helpful  wife,  at- 
tended Texas  T in  ’94.  “Pass- 
able, but  no  courage.  Inter- 
ested in  corresponding  with 
other  CDs  in  nearby  area.” 


NEVADA  (890- 
898) 


DEBRA  NICHOL  K. 
(NM-M4789-K 1 292-75) 
“Sisters  in  the  Santa  Fe  area: 
join  me  to  explore  the  culture 
and  scenery  of  this  beautiful 
area  en  femme.  I’m  passable 
and  looking  for  companions 
who  want  to  explore  our  spe- 
cial gift  in  this  special  town.” 


DENISE  H. 

(NV-NP-M3741-K8 199-77) 

MWM,  51,  6’0",  185,  CD/TV. 
Wife  supportive,  member 
SPICE  (Tri-Ess).  Member  IFGE, 
Tri-Ess,  Crossroads  (MI)  & 
Theta  Upsilon  Gamma  (NV). 
“Retired,  not  expired.  Enjoy  all 
things  fern.  Member  of  several 
speakers’  groups  and  fond  of 
outreach  work,  both  inside 
and  outside  our  community. 
Love  to  help  sisters  and  work 
with  our  organizations.” 

MARY  R. 

(NV-M5290-K1 1600-74) 

DWM.  40s,  hetero.  “I  am  just 
ending  a relationship  and 
want  to  come  out.  I love  to 
dress  and  go  shopping.  I col- 
lect panties  and  will  trade.  I 
will  answer  all  who  write.” 


DEBORAH  D.  DANIELS  (NM- 
P-M5316-K1 141 1-75) 

Hetero  DWCD,  44,  5’10",  16/ 
18,  considering  electrolysis, 
hormones,  and  SRS.  “Out  oc- 
casionally at  night  to  gay 
bookstore  and  other  safe(?) 
places.  May  pass,  not  confi- 
dent. Need  trans/genetic  es- 
cort/sister to  venture  to  cafe/ 
movies/mall,  etc.  No  smokers, 


CALIFORNIA 
(900-  960) 


LISA  HUNTER 
(CA-M21 12-K2522-76) 

“Have  lived  as  a woman  most 
of  my  life.  In  my  early  20s. 
Am  a bisexual  TV.  I live  as  a 
woman,  but  am  not  currently 


on  hormones.” 


LAURA  R.  COVINGTON 
(CA-P-M0480-K 1 659-74) 

DBM,  Hetero,  46,  5’8",  140.  “I 
wish  to  correspond,  exchange 
photos  and/or  meet  other  TV/ 
TSs  and  women.  I’ve  been 
dressing  most  of  my  life  and 
realize  I’ll  never  stop.  I enjoy 
it  too  much.  I’m  in  contact 
with  many  beautiful  people 
that  feel  the  same.” 

CHERYL  BEAUMONT 
(CA-M3269-K6455-74) 
“Whew!  Survived  the  year! 
Looking  to  correspond  with 
others  in  the  gender  commu- 
nity. Busy  professional,  SWM, 
36  &TV,  time  permitting.  Drop 
a note.  I will  write  back.  Email 
anyone?” 


ELIZABETH  C.  JOHNSON 
(CA-P-M 1 030-K 1527-75) 
30-something,  post-op  engi- 
neer. “Enjoy  gardening,  cook- 
ing, music,  mall  hopping, 
fashion,  UFO  searching,  elec- 
tronic designing  and  redesign- 
ing professional  television  sys- 
tems. Daytime  television  soap 
fanatic  (The  Young  and  the 
Restless).  In  the  southern 
Rock  n Roll’  California  area.” 


MARLENE  L 

(S  CA-NP-M 1 036-K 1 602-76) 

“I  am  a retired  school  teacher 
aged  62,  divorced,  Tri-Ess 
member  since  1980.  Regularly 
attend:  Holiday  en  Femme, 
California  Dreamin’,  Pajaro 
Dunes,  Femme  Fling.  I go  out 
to  films,  gambling  casinos, 
theaters,  shopping,  etc.,  en 
femme.  I have  had  a lot  of 
electrolysis  recently,  and  that 
has  helped  me  to  pass.” 

LORRAINE  HALL 
(CA-P-M  1 1 50-K 1 648-76) 

“A  senior  lady  traveling  down 
the  long,  arduous  trail  from 
male  to  female.  Would  love  to 
hear  from  anyone  interested 
in  learning  on  an  ancient,  soft 
feminine  shoulder." 


VERONICA  SMITH 
(CA-P-M5086-K 1 07 1 7-77) 
Member  of  ETVC,  attended 
Southern  Comfort  '93,  Texas 
T '94,  '95,  IFGE  Convention- 
Portland  '94.  “Three  years  lim- 
ited crossdressing  even 
though  I have  very  support- 
ive wife.  Kind  souls  tell  me  I 
could  pass,  but  I don't  believe 
it.  Would  like  to  read  my 
sister’s  accounts  of  first  times 
out.  Will  answer  all  letters.” 
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KATE  GOLDMAN 
(CA-NP-M 1 65  2-K0760-78) 
Passable,  5’8",  size  12,  forever 
39  with  an  understanding 
spouse.  Great  sense  of  humor.' 
discreet  and  sensitive.  “I  love 
sharing  ideas  with  other  girls 
and  enjoy  makeup,  adven- 
tures, photography  and  com- 
puters. My  passion  is  to 
achieve  a totally  feminine  im- 
age and  spirit.  I am  starting  to 
get  out  and  about.” 


STACY  C. 

(CA-P-M1 806-K 196 1-75) 
Married  CD,  40s,  6'(she  57"), 
auburn,  green  (both  of  us). 
“We  attended  California 
Dreamin’  ’93-  Psychology 
graduate  student  studying 
gender  issues — specifically 
the  root  cause  of  TV/TS/CD. 
‘Is  there  a predictive  measure 
for  identifying  this  behavior 
before  adulthood?’  Would  love 
limited  correspondence  with 
intelligent,  open  people.  In- 
clude P/P  for  response.” 


RACHAEL  I). 

(N  CA-P-M181 1-K1957-75) 
“Lifestyle  changing.  Very 
happy  just  going  out  as  a 
woman,  doing  regular  stuff: 
shopping,  errands,  etc.  I do 
pass  well.  TV’  group  meetings 
secondary  now.  Still  belong  to 
RGA,  ETVC,  DVG,  though.” 


LISA  ANN  MAXWELL 
(CA-P-M 1 965-K2 1 33-76) 
Member  ETVC,  RGA,  North- 
ern CA.  MWM,  39,  5’8",  145, 
10,  DWM.  "Attractive,  efferves- 
cent. I love  life,  all  its  changes. 
Closet  door  is  forever  lost. 
Reasonably  passable.  I love 
my  toddler  son.  just  being 
Lisa,  dancing,  gardening, 
shopping.  I tend  to  be  an  ad- 
venturess. Revel  in  emotions, 
intimacy.  Be  who  you  are, 
time  is  life.” 


(CA-M5517-K1218-76) 


"Relationship  oriented.  Have 
been  female  inside  all  my  life. 
5' 11"  133  lbs.  Completely 
smooth,  29'  waist,  .long  legs. 
Successful  artist,  sensitive, 
spiritual,  loving,  spiritual,  lov- 
ing, romantic.  Seeking  REAL 
relationship  with  strong  pro- 
tective man.  Come  rescue  me. 
I have  so  much  love  to  share." 

LUCA’  ANN  JONES 
(CA-M2833-K4704-80) 
Member  ETVC.  Blue  eyes, 
long  auburn  hair,  6’1",  180, 
post-op  M-F  (12-21-82)  Biber 
Girl,  16T,  self-employed  com- 
puter consultant,  voice  coach- 
ing, and  astrology.  “Pisces  sun 
sign,  moon,  Scorpio  rising, 
something  with  Aries.  Bi-les- 
bian  in  relationship  with  ge- 
netic female  for  eight  years. 
Your  SASE  and  photo  gets 
mine.” 


MELISSA  M.  FOSTER 
(S  CA-NP-M2099-K 1 5 1 8-8 1 ) 
“White  TV  enjoys  meeting 
people  who  have  the  same  in- 
terests and  that  enjoy  going 
out  and  having  fun.  I travel 
extensively  and  love  meeting 
people  and  visiting  other 
groups.  I am  presently  very 
involved  in  the  community 
and  very  much  enjoy  helping 
those  who  are  looking  for  in- 
formation or  help.” 


ROXANNA  ROCHETTE 
(N  CA-P-M2350-K3063-74) 
Member  ETVC,  DVG.  “Life  is 
short,  art  is  long.  I am  a red- 
headed feminine  TV,  stylish, 
imaginative,  artistic  with  an  af- 
fection for  vampish  darkside 
things.  Open  to  sharing  this 
love  of  the  androgynous  illu- 
sion as  an  art  form  with  genu- 
ine individuals  through  letters, 
images  and  whatever  life  al- 
lows.” 


BOB  DAVIS 

(CA-NP-M2620-K 1 63 1-76) 
Member  ETVC,  IFGE.  “Avid 
collector  if  transgender  books, 
periodicals  and  ephemera 
seeking  to  correspond  with 
others  and  compare  collec- 
tions. Willing  to  buy,  trade  or 
sell.  All  letters  and  inquiries 
will  be  answered,  but  I apolo- 
gize in  advance  for  making 
you  wait.  A special  note  to  all 
of  you  dirty  minds:  I'm  a very 
happy  girl  in  my  current  rela- 
tionship. My  lover  and  I do 
not  welcome  salacious  solici- 
tations.” 
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KRIS  M. 

(C  CA-P-M27 1 3-K4340-75) 
CD,  36,  5’8",  brown  hair/eyes. 
“Sensitive,  honest  and  caring. 
Love  everything  feminine. 
Would  appreciate  letters,  pho- 
tos. Thanks.” 

CHARLI  RICHARDS 
(C  A-M4068-K87 99-7 8) 
Member  Tri-Ess.  MWM,  6'+, 
215,  60+ , non-smoker,  wife 
unaccepting.  “Have  not  al- 
lowed myself  to  accept  femme 
side  until  recently.  Am  learn- 
ing. Finding  that  there  are 
other  sisters  who  are  most 
supportive  and  cordial  has 
been  very  helpful.  Dress  when 
able.  Will  answer  all.  Enjoy 
and  encouraged  with  contacts 
with  sisters.” 


BILLIE  JEAN  JONES 
(CA-P-M3205-K6 197-99) 
Member  ETVC,  DVG,  RGA, 
SGA,  CGNIE,  SLCC.  Attended 
ETVC  Cotillion,  Fantasia  Fair, 
Miss  ETVC  1992.  Late  30’s  (like 
45),  6',  150,  children  (23,  20), 
2nd  marriage  (whadda  year!), 
Androgyne,  gender  bender, 
numerous  scars,  offbeat  per- 
sonality. Interested  in  blab- 
bing, writing,  photography, 
music,  discovering  diversity, 
living  fully,  making  a differ- 
ence, laughing.  Publish 
Genderflex  - Contributors 


KATRINA  REED 
(CA-P-M3677-K7999-79) 

TG,  43,  Bi,  androgynous,  on 
hormones.  Lifelong  CD,  sup- 
portive wife.  “Delight  in  all 
that  is  soft  and  feminine.  Fas- 
cinated by  the  issues  of  trans- 
formation of  consciousness, 
magic  and  shamanism  implicit 
in  crossdressing  historically. 
Counter-culture  orientation. 
Teacher  of  Buddhism,  Medi- 
tation and  Deep-ecology. 
Love  to  hear  from  others,  es- 
pecially in  S CA.  CompuServe 
74534.3255” 


MARY  R 

(CA-P-M4 1 40-K8927-74) 

“Like  to  meet  CDs  in  Bay  area; 
NS.  Love  heels,  dancing,  par- 
tying. I’ve  been  dressing  up 
for  10  years.  Want  to  socialize 
and  go  out  more.  1 really  have 
an  appreciation  for  you 
dressed  up.  Write  so  we  can 
talk  by  phone,  correspond,  or 
meet.” 


DIANA  MCGINNIS 
(CA-P-M474 1 -K 1 0489-74) 

SW  pre-op  M-F  TS.  Member 
DVG.  48,  5’ir,  135,  10/12. 
“Family  supportive,  but  in 
midwest.  Would  like  to  meet 
GG/CD/TG/TV/TSs  locally  for 
shopping,  movies,  dinner, 
enjoying  music,  talking,  tak- 
ing photos.” 

LAURA  RODGERS 
(CA-M3627-K7688-75) 

58,  5’10",  165,  have  nice  fig- 
ure. Like  trips  to  the  beach, 
vintage  cars,  sewing  with  ma- 
chine, music.  “Dress  appropri- 
ately for  my  age,  greyish  wig, 
stylish  clothes,  etc.  Enjoy 
dressing,  wife  supportive,  but 
has  never  seen  me  dressed. 
Still  in  closet.  Will  answer  all 
mail.” 


LORI  M. 

(CA-P-M4747-K 10546-74) 
MWM,  39,  novice  TS/TG,  very 
discreet,  wife  non-supportive. 
“Still  in  closet.  Enjoy  comput- 
ers, movies  and  photography. 
Would  like  to  meet  big  sister 
in  the  Antelope  or  San 
Fernando  Valley  area  who  can 
teach  me  to  become  the  lady 
I long  to  be.” 

PENELOPE  JAIN 
(CA-M5005-K0766-76) 

“Still  a girl  who  dreams  of 


being  a woman.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  sisters  who  live 
in  Germany.” 


KAREN  ADLER 
(CA-NP-M-5 1 72-K 1 1 409-77) 
“I'm  a good  listener,  friendly 
company,  confident  (135,  5'7") 
MTV.  Maya  Angelou's  "Phe- 
nomenal Woman"  says  it  best, 

' . . . when  I try  to  show  them, 
they  say  they  can't  see,  I say 
it's  in  the  click  of  my  heels, 
the  sun  of  my  smile,  the  grace 
of  my  style  . . . that's  me  ...” 

JENNIFER  H. 

(CA-M5173-K1 1414-77) 
“Athletic,  30-something  San 
Francisco  TV.  Educated,  fun- 
loving  professional.  Travel, 
love  to  dress,  meet  those  in- 
terested in  our  ‘sport.’  Attend 
conventions,  go  out.  Attrac- 
tive, bright,  blue  eyes,  brown 
hair,  great  sense  of  humor. 
Very  active  in  both  sports. 
Let’s  meet!” 


GLENDA  S. 

(CAN  P-M  5 388-K 1 175-75) 

SWM,  37,  6T',  175,  size  11, 
tall,  slender.  “Enjoy  evenings 
at  home  CD  in  tight  clothes 
and  becoming  as  sexy  as  I can. 
Wish  to  meet  same  or  TV/TS. 
Exchange  photos,  videos.  An- 
swer all  that  enclose  stamp. 
Please  fulfill  my  fantasy  with 
letter,  photo,  video,  discreet 
meeting.  Travel  for  right  per- 
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fcmlnint,  cUzci  ufi  anJ.  1C  fax  Ui  a comfcnlafrfi, 
tLumiz  aimoipfuiz.  ^WUj  1,  afotAouj,  & mabtufi  fiiooixuA. 
SLcn  a^jiilnbwnt  raff;  Iffaifaic  aMr)J  at  (6r/)  245-6748 


J 


AjZi 

Lovghlin  & Latimer 

General  practice  with  an  emphasis  in 
consumer  rights,  bankruptcy,  housing  and 
employment  discrimination,  general  civil 
rights,  all  courts  in  New  York  & New  Jersey. 
Michaelene  Loughlin,  Esq. 

Stephen  M.  Latimer,  Esq.  (NY and NJ bars) 
58-60  Main  Street,  Hackensack,  NJ  07601 
(201)487-9797  FAX  (201)  488-4164 


Men’s  Size  7 — 14 
Made  on  a men’s  Shoe  Form 


ueen  Cushion  Shoes 


100%  Leather 
Suede 

Pa  te  nt  Lea  ther 

•Mastercard  »Visa 


Pumps 
F L.  a t s 

M U L K S 
B O (ITS 


Ul»tch«>SBdB 


Sc  W 


l-S0()-42Comfij  (266:39) 

Foreign  callers  716»876«2738 

http:/|Av'v".  abmall.com/qes/qcs.html 
(Above  & Beyond  Shopping  Moll) 

735  Delaware  Rd  #124  Buffalo.  NY  14223-1231  USA 


Custom  Made  In  France 


N 

C SHOE  EXPRESS^ 

Ladies  Shoes 

Sizes  9-15 

Widths  to  WW 
Heel  Heights  up  to  5" 

Free  Catalog 

Shoe  Express 
PO  Box  31537  Dept.  T 
Lafayette,  LA  70593 

Phone:  (318)235-5191 
Fax:  (318)235-5359 


The  World  Famous  8th  Annual 


TEXAS  “T”  PARTY... 

Hits  the  Road! 
Feb.  27 -Mar.  3,1996 
in  DALLAS.  TEXAS; 


This  year,  along  with  our  great  prices,  great  food,  and  even  greater 
programs  and  entertainment,  we  are  going  to  a great 
town.. ..DALLAS,  TEXAS.  In  ‘96  we  will  have  more  fun,  more  things 
to  do,  places  to  go,  and  at  a better  price  than  last  year!)  Your  “T” 
Party  is  the  only  event  in  Genderworld  that  listens  to  youll  The  “T” 
is  run  by  and  for  transgendered  folks  who  have  a real  interest  in 
what  you  want! 

For  information  call,  write,  or  Fax: 

Texas  “T”  Party 
P.  O.  Box  17 
Bulverde,  TX  78163 
Phone  or  Fax:  (210)980-7788 
Please  include  S.S.A.E. 
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son.” 

HELEN  H. 

(CA-M5462-K5044-76) 

70+  SWM  lesbian  TV  loves  it 
all  dressed  and  submissive, 
lifelong  TV.  “Cannot  quit  and 
do  not  wish  to.  Institute  put 
me  in  contact  with  a lovely 
sister,  a trae  loving  lady,  and 
she  put  me  onto  Tapestry  and 
IFGE.” 

JAN  JENSEN 
(CA-M5494-K1 21 12-80) 

MWM  bi-TV/TS  inclined,  55, 
6',  195,  18.  “Wife  okay  to  a 
point.  Dressed  all  my  life. 
Wear  lingerie  at  all  times.  Go 
out  occasionally.  Love  every- 
thing femme.  On  hormones 
since  '84.  Love  to  hear  from 
anyone  self-employed,  design, 
fabricate,  repair,  restore  race 
cars  and  street  rods.” 


DONNA  FREEMAN 
(N  CA-P-M 1 664-K 181 9-7  5) 
Member  DVG,  ETVC,  Tri-Ess, 
RGA.  “Co-Founder  of  Diablo 
Valley  Girls.  Have  attended 
over  10  conventions.  MWM 
hetero  TV,  47  5’9",  160,  16, 
warm,  caring,  sensitive.  Enjoy 
good  food,  friends  and  con- 
versation; computers,  shop- 
ping and  all  things  feminine. 
Lifelong  CD,  public  for  7 
years.  Understanding  and  ac- 
tively supportive  wife.” 

RANDI  GARNER 
(CA-M54 1 2-K7639-75) 
“Fun-loving,  45,  starting  over 
for  try  #5  at  womanhood.  Love 
Mt.  living,  biking  and  all 
things  feminine.” 

MARINA  J 

(CA-M5458-K1 1135-75) 

GF  Lesbian,  5'6",  sixe  16, 
40(look  younger),  attractive. 
“Open  to  meeting  M-F  lesbi- 
ans (post  or  non-op)  for 


friendship,  possible  commit- 
ment later.  N/S,  N/D,  vegetar- 
ian. Love  animals,  children, 
gardening,  Star  Trek,  meta- 
physics, emotional  and  physi- 
cal intimacy.  Not  a sports  fan. 
Would  like  to  relocate  to  a 
rural  coastal  area.” 


PAULA  W. 

(C  A-NP-M547 1 -K 1 669-75) 

Member  RGA.  5'9",  53,  MWM. 
“Want  to  meet  other  like- 
minded  sisters  who  enjoy  the 
CD  life-style.  Have  gone  out 
dressed  a few  times.  Interests 
include  hiking,  ocean  walks, 
gardening,  music,  and  shop- 
ping. Wife  and  family  unaware 
of  my  feminine  side.  Would 
like  to  write  to  and  exchange 
photos  with  femme  sisters  and 
generic  ones.” 


HAWAII  (& 
ISLANDS)  (967- 
969) 


SHERI  SUZANNE  THOMAS 
(HI-P-M4862-K6291-75) 

42,  5’9".  “Crossdressing  since 


childhood.  Passable.  Have  TS 
inclinations.  Adore  everything 
feminine.  Would  love  to  take 
hormones  and  live  full-time  as 
a woman.  But,  still  in  closet. 
Play  guitar.  Interested  in  mu- 
sic (rock  and  classical)  and 
art.” 


OREGON  (970- 
979) 


RHONDA  E 
(OR-M2708-K4343-79) 

43,  5’10",  165,  still  in  closet. 
“Wife  knows  and  is  tolerant. 
Small  town  paranoia.  Travel- 
ing in  Oregon  and  most  out- 
door activities.  Love  lingerie 
and  TV  fiction  books,  and 
have  large  collection  of  both. 
Love  catalogue  shopping.” 

JAN  C. 

(OR-M35 14-K722 1-74) 

MWM,  60+.  Computer  nut.  In- 
terested in  dressing  and  easy 
listening  music.  “Travel 
monthly  across  US.  Wife  non- 
supportive.  Need  someone  to 
talk  to  and  learn  from.  Will 
write  all  promptly.  Want  to 
meet  other  CDs.” 

BOBBIE  P 

(OR-M5204-K1 1539-74) 

Single  BiWM,  TV,  5T1",  48. 
“Crossdressing  since  age  13. 
Prefer  to  live  in  female  gen- 
der, attracted  to  same.  Would 
like  to  correspond  with  TV 
sisters  and  exchange  photos.” 


RONI  LANG 

(OR-NP-M3599-K7624-80) 
SWM.  Interested  in  bowling, 
water  skiing,  snow  skiing, 
photography,  travel,  dancing, 
theater.  “Enjoy  all  activities  as 
Roni.” 


I 71  II 


HEATHER  M. 
(OR-NP-M4689-K984  3-74) 

Tall  MW  TV,  sincere,  honest, 
friendly.  “Thoroughly  enjoy 
being  Heather  and  her  male 
counterpart.  Interests  include 
books,  history  tary,  Scandina- 
vian, American),  reading,  sci- 
fi,  music,  shopping,  and  all 
things  feminine.  Wonderful 
wife  knows  and  is  supportive. 
Looking  forward  to  corre- 
sponding with  other  TG  sis- 
ters from  all  over.  Will  answer 
all.” 

MARCIA  NICLES 
(OR-M5448-K9795-75) 

DWM,  49,  5'10",  full-figured, 
size  20  and  losing. “Interested 
in  movies,  old  cars,  40’s  and 
50’s  music,  and  all  things  femi- 
nine.  I have  been 
crossdressing  for  several  years, 
still  in  the  closet  but  would 
like  to  meet  TS  or  genetic  sis- 
ter for  guidance  and  to  de- 
velop a relationship.  Sorry  no 
photos  yet,  having  them  done 
as  I write,  passable.  I will  an- 
swer all.” 


AMY  SAKURAI 
(OR-NP-M49 1 0-K 1 086 1 -76) 

Married,  hetero  CD,  5'9",  140, 
size  10.  “Flirtitious  profes- 
sional with  a sutle  TS  streak. 
Boringly  conventional,  yet 
impulsively  mischievous.  Love 
skirts,  nylons,  and  heels.  Plays 
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a most  unlady-like  game  of 
competitive  badminton” 


WASHINGTON 
(980-  994) 


BARBARA  BARRETT 
(WA-P-M02 58-K0560-7 5 ) 

Member  NWGA,  Emerald 
City.  5'10",  160.  Interested  in 
music,  fashion,  movies,  camp- 
ing, meeting  new  sisters. 
'Have  supportive  SO.  Lifelong 
CD.  Comfortable  with  myself. 
Value  friendship,  honesty,  sin- 
cerity, discretion.  Enjoy  small 
social  get-togethers  and  CD 
events.  New  to  Olympic  Pen- 
insula area.  Will  answer  all.” 

•SANDY  S. 

(WA-?-M  1 022-K 1 728-79) 

VP  Emerald  City.  Participant 
Esprit  ’90,  ’91.  185,  M,  blond, 
blue  eyes,  48.  Interested  in 
CD,  boating,  'puters,  camping, 
flying.  “Enjoy  going  out  and 
doing  the  town.  Would  like  to 
meet  others,  wives  too.  Pass- 
able. Been  to  several  very 
public  affairs  and  look  forward 
to  more.  Want  to  be  accepted 
as  the  middle-aged  lady  I am.” 


JUDY  OSBORNE 
(WA-P-M 1 024-K 1 7 1 9-80) 
Member  Emerald  City, 


NWGA,  Tri-Ess.  Enjoy  sailing, 
reading,  sports,  cooking. 
“Learning  to  sew,  but  not  very7 
good  yet.  Love  being  out  in 
the  world  doing  the  things 
other  women  do,  having  fun.” 


MELISSA  LEEANN  P 
(WA-NP-M2102-K2505-76) 
“Single  post-op  TS.  Member  of 
Emerald  City,  Tri-Ess.  My  in- 
terests are  collecting  dolls  and 
stamps,  sewing,  calligraphy, 
model  railroading  and  stamps. 
Enjoy  my  new  life  as  a woman 
and  am  quite  outspoken  on 
gender  issues.  Looking  for  the 
right  man.  Will  answer  all  let- 
ters.” 

LINDA  LOUISE  S. 

( WA-M400 1 -K8609-74) 
“Feminine  MWM/Lesbian  TV, 
love  beauty  in  nature,  music, 
femininity  and  caring  relation- 
ships. Unsupportive  spouse 
restricts  life  for  now.  Seek 
feminine  M-F  TV  of  F who  is 
loving  and  accepting.  Friend- 
ship now,  more  later.  Only 
sincere  letters  answered:  be 
interesting,  caring  and  roman- 
tic.” 

LORRIE  T. 

(WA-M4057-K7891-74) 

MWM,  smoker,  48,  57",  135. 
“Very  supportive  w7ife.  Want  to 
correspond  and  dress  one-on- 
one  with  other  crossdressers 
in  Oregon/Washington.  Have 
never  dressed  with  others.  I’m 
nervous,  but  anxious.  Love  ev- 
erything feminine  from 
makeup  to  lingerie.  Please 
write.  I promise  1 11  respond. 
Photo  appreciated  and  will  be 
returned.” 


EMILY  THOMAS 
(WA-NP-M3 1 19-K5669-77) 
Member  Emerald  City,  5 ’8", 
155,  54,  brown  hair  and  eyes. 
Married  27  years  to  an  under- 
standing wife.  Interested  in 
sewing,  weaving,  spinning, 
computers,  wood  working, 
plants,  and  reading.  Member- 
ship chairman  for  Emerald 
City.  Write  to  sisters  in  the  NW 
who  are  patient  with  my  slow 
responses.” 


GERRI  BECKEN 
(WA-P-M 3 2 30-K6299-7 9) 

6’0",  160,  42,  single  CD/TV. 
"Interested  in  reading  ro- 
mance and  science  fiction/fan- 
tasy, computers,  long  walks, 
and  dressing.  Will  respond  to 
all  letters.  Do  pass  in  public. 
Please  write.” 

STACY  ELAINE  DAVIS 
(WA-M49 1 9-K 1 0876-76) 
Feminine,  divorced  SWM  les- 
bian TV.  “Love  beauty  in  na- 
ture, music,  feminine  and  car- 
ing relationships.  I am  a 
smoker,  44,  6',  220.  Love  shop- 
ping and  wearing  all  the 
things  that  other  women  do. 
I like  to  read  Tapestry7  and 
Woman  Talk  and  watch  day- 
time soaps.” 


CHARLOTE  R. 
(WA-NP-M5190-K1 141-77) 
Single  retired  CD,  late  60s, 
6'6",  220.  “Have  crossdressed 
since  youth,  but  never  in  pub- 
lic. Love  undergarments  and 
dressing  with  friends.  Travel 
a lot.  Need  advice  on  makeup 
and  clothes.  Have  lots  of  time. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  other 
sisters.  Worldwide  story  col- 
lection..” 

S.  DEVAUX 

(WA-M5306-K1 1778-74) 
“Closeted  WM  CD,  40s,  at  a 
crossroad.  Looking  for  new 
experiences,  lifestyles.  Anglo- 
phile, considerate.  Like  to  find 
employment  related  to  com- 
munity. Would  consider  es- 
corting passable  TV/TS.  Inter- 
ested in  history  & identifying 
means  by  which  community 
can  elevate  acceptance  levels. 
Will  seriously  attempt  corre- 
sponding.” 


JESSIE  H. 

(WA-NP-M4668-K1 0333-75) 
43,  5 ’ 1 1 " , 170,  red-blue, 
Andro-Lesbian  attracted  to  TS 
women  pre-post.  “Looking  for 
single  M2F  with  positive  atti- 
tude. If  you  are  a 
TRANSGENDER  activist,  a big 
plus.  I like  simple,  cheap  plea- 
sures: beach,  park,  movies.  I 
love  animals.  Hang  in  there, 
love  yourself,  you  are  worth 
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it!  Ingersoll  and  Emerald  City!” 


MICHELLE  DANIELS 
(WA-M3532-K7254-75) 

5’8",  165,  long  red  hair,  green 
eyes,  40.  Interested  in  ’50’s, 
’60’s,  ’70’s  cars,  seeing  new 
places,  meeting  new  and  all 
great  people  in  our  special 
ways.  “Not  much  in  the  way 
of  support  groups  or  the  likes 
around  here.  Have  to  go  a 
ways,  but  still  do  dress  and 
love  it.  Love  to  correspond 
with  others.  Travel  continen- 
tal US  part  of  summer.  Will 
answer  all.” 


SHARON  L.  MORGAN 
(WA-NP-M 1 303-K 1 679-75) 
“Ten  years  short  of  the  cen- 
tury mark.  Lifelong  cross- 
dresser desires  to  exchange 
thoughts,  views  and  experi- 
ences. Well  read  and  much 
travelled.  Will  answer  all  ge- 
netic women.  Love  the  attire 
of  the  pre-1900s:  corsetry  and 
crinolines,  lace  and  more  lace. 
Tapestry  subscriber  since  #50.” 

DOROTHY  LEIGH 

GUSTAVSON 

(WA-M5520-K12189-76) 

SWM,  24,  5'3",  122,  auburn 
hair,  blue  eyes,  wants  letters 
from  crossdressers  every- 
where. “Have  lived  full  time 
as  a girl  since  age  16,  thanks 
to  mother's  approval  and  en- 
couragement on  my  asking  for 
permission  to  spend  the  sum- 
mer in  her  clothing.  I was  in- 
stantly hooked  and  never 
looked  back.” 


ALASKA  (995- 
999) 


BOBBIE  WENDY  TUCEY 
(AK-P-M33 1 4-K659 1-7 5) 

Member  Berdache  Society, 
Alaskan  T-People.  Attended 
Alaska  Coronation  ’92,  ’93. 
WHM,  51,  5’5",  135.  Support- 
ive wife  and  grown  and  gone 
children.  Interested  in  com- 
puters, art,  play  guitar  and 
flute.  “Spend  all  my  non-work 
time  as  a woman,  and  go  out 
a lot.  Love  to  commun-icate. 
Photo  appreciated.” 

SUZANNE  TAYLOR 
(AK-M2422-K3304-75) 

Married,  38,  CD,  6’2",  eyes  of 
blue,  140.  “Just  attended  Com- 
ing Together  in  Portland  as  my 
first  event.  Looking  forward  to 
seeing  all  of  the  beautiful 
people  that  I met  there  in  At- 
lanta in  ’95!  Special  thanks  to 
Yvonne,  Veronica,  Stephanie 
for  making  my  first  time 
great!” 


DEIRDRE  LUNN 
(AK-P-M5 303-K  1 0004-74) 
“Blind,  pre-op  TS  female,  age 
37,  who  is  seeking  a compan- 
ion, male  or  female,  for  a sin- 
cere relationship.  I've  been 


living  as  a female  for  5 years. 
I enjoy  the  outdoors,  canoe- 
ing, music,  animals,  and  good 
conversation.  I prefer  sincere 
people  who  do  not  smoke  or 
drink.  All  replies  welcome.” 


CANADA 


WENDY  HOULE 
(CAN-M4606-K 1 0 1 32-77) 
“Divorced,  single  parent  with 
four  children  to  take  care  of. 
TV/TS,  late  30s,  dressing  all 
my  life.  Want  to  correspond 
and/or  meet  other  CD/TS/GG 
for  helping  me  to  improve  my 
femme  side.  Looking  for  help 
and  support.  No  sex  letters.” 


ROBYN  V 

(CAN-P-M2449-K3392-74) 
Member  Gender  Mosaic,  Ot- 
tawa, & Xpressions,  Toronto. 
Hetero  TV,  50,  married,  fam- 
ily, living  southeastern 
Ontario.  Interested  in  theater, 
classical  & other  music,  ski- 
ing, & boating.  “Love  to  shop, 
dine  & enjoy  others  en  femme. 
Travel  to  NYC,  Toronto,  Ot- 
tawa & other  cities.  Could  we 
get  together  sometime?  Please 
write.  Photos  appreciated.” 


GLEN  M. 

(CAN-P-M2740-K4423-75) 
Attended  Coming  Together 


'91,  ’92,  ’93,  Fantasia  Fair  ’91, 
’92,  Be  All  ’94,  Erie  ’94,  Harry 
Benjamin  ’93-  SWM  hetero, 
5’H",  165.  Interested  in  run- 
ning, banjo  playing,  friend- 
ships, relationships,  golfing. 
“As  a ‘male-dresser,’  regardless 
of  role,  I am  always  ‘a  man.’ 
Passing  not  important.  Pre- 
sentability,  relating  and  deco- 
rum essential” 

KAREN  FOX 

(CAN-?-M3 1 40-K5888-77) 

Fantasia  Fair  vet  since  ’92. 
Interested  in  ‘puters,  comic 
books,  stockings,  & high 
heels.  “Crossdresser  since  I 
was  a teenager.  I enjoy  the 
feeling  of  silky  stockings 
against  my  hairless  legs.  En- 
joyed walking  outside  with 
the  cool  air  as  Karen  during 
my  visits  to  P-town  during  the 
Fair.” 


• ERICA  JAYNE  R. 
(CAN-P-M3323-K6583-74) 
Attnd  ‘88  Coronation  Ball 
Vancouver.  5’10",  170,  single. 
Friendly,  fun,  & outgoing.  In- 
terested in  flying,  motorcy- 
cling, all  things  feminine. 
Love  going  out  as  Erica. 
Friends  know  about  her. 
Looking  for  people  for  friend- 
ship and  girl-talk.  Open,  hon- 
est, & discreet.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  others,  especially  in 
Vancouver/Seattle  area.  Photo 
& phone  appreciated.” 
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JENNIFER  BLAKE 
(CAN-P-M3385-K6790-75) 
“Petite  and  passable,  very 
photogenic,  30,  love  shopping 
as  a female.  Love  going  out 
as  a female,  with  a man  at  my 
side,  shopping  or  formal  din- 
ing. Married  1990  en  femme, 
complete  with  gown  and  en- 
semble. Love  prom,  brides- 
maid and  bridal  fashions,  but 
also  enjoy  dressing  sexy  when 
my  mood  dictates.  E-mail: 
jenblake@wchat.on.ca” 


MICHELLE  M. 

(CAN-P-M347 5-K7228-75) 
Member  Boulton  and  Park. 
5’8",  22W,  motivated,  self-em- 
ployed entrepreneur,  support- 
ive wife,  certified  electrologist. 
Interested  in  self-improve- 
ment, sewing,  helping  other 
CDs  out  of  closet.  “Looking  for 
other  CDs  for  social  gather- 
ings, Toronto  to  Oshawa  area, 
away  from  radical  Downtown 
Scene.  Life’s  too  short  to  just 
stay  alone  at  home.” 


ROBYNN  MARIE  I.AY.NE 
(CAN-NP-M4455-K34 19-77) 

2 short  years-so  many 
changes!  TS,  in  transition, 
cross-live  except  work/family, 
single  and  staying  that  way! 
“Grateful  for  the  support,  de- 
termined to  stay  happy.  Many 
interests,  one  over-whelming 
desire-  to  BE!  Realistic,  posi- 
tive outlook  seeking  similar 
sincereity  in  correspondence. 
Still  reserved,  still  loyal,  will 
answer  all.” 

GLENDA  T. 

(CAN-M4809-K9040-76) 

Early  40s,  single,  hetro  CD, 
5'3",  1551b.,  member  of 
Cornbury.  “Never  been  out, 
but  perhaps...  Interests  in- 
clude musical  theatre,  travel 
and  sports.  I'd  like  to  meet/ 
correspond  with  sisters  and 
supportive  ladies  in  Victoria 
and  Canada.” 


DAWNA  TRACY 
(CAN-P-M4787-K2066-75) 
Bi-pre-op  TS,  30s,  member 
Xpressions  (Toronto).  Cross- 
live  P/T.  6',  size  16,  seek  new- 
job,  very  public,  hormones 
upgraded,  75%  through  elec- 
trolysis. Love  music,  laughter, 
sensuality,  travel.  Frustrated 
by  estranged  family/close 
friends.  Feel  fulfillment  and 
self  realization.  Love  career 


girl/party  looks.  Dream  of  Pla- 
tonic mentor  for  career.” 

M.G. 

(CAN-M4685-K 1 0367-7 1 ) 
Single  genetic  male  in  60s  very 
interested  in  all  transsexuals 
and  androgynes.  “Would  like 
to  correspond  with  a M-F  and 
F-M  TS  (especially  the  latter, 
and  post-op).  Must  be  willing 
to  share  experiences.  Also 
would  like  to  correspond  with 
genetic  females.  Only  TS, 
androgynes  and  genetic  fe- 
males, please  write.” 


JANET  C. 

(CAN-P-M4855-K7328-75) 
“Love  jazz  and  dance  music 
and  prom  fashions.  Looking 
for  male  model  type,  but 
would  love  to  hear  from 
gentlemen  of  any  age.” 

JERI  CARLA 

(CAN-P-M5404-K2800-79) 
“Twenty  years  fern,  40,  6',  220 
on  the  way  down.  Sometimes 
passable,  sometimes  dress 
w-hile  shopping.  Love  to  chat. 
Enjoy  the  outdoors,  fishing, 
shooting,  reloading,  motor- 
cycles, mountains.  Looking  for 
a woman  to  be  my  husband.” 


EUROPE 


HEIKE  SPREITZER 
(GER-M5054-K650 1 -76) 
Member  Intersex  Society  of  N. 
America,  Vaginoplasty  Sup- 
port Network,  Andro-gene  In- 
sensitivity Syndrome  Support 
Network,  Trans-identitas. 
Intersexed  (mixed  gonadal 
dysgenesis) /transgender  radi- 
cal. Founder  of  German  Inter- 
sex Netw'ork.  Cognitive  an- 
thropologist. Hates  photo- 
graphs. Terrific  bass  player, 
but  sucks  on  guitar.  Enthusi- 
astic & usually  quick  respond- 
ing letter  writer. 


IVANA  (EVE)  S. 
(YUGOSLAVIA-  • NP-M  5349- 
K4473-74) 

Member  of  Rose’s.  TV,  31, 
string  TS  inclinations.  “Look- 
ing for  a mature  person/ 
couple  who  can  help  and  en- 
joy my  further  transformation. 
Have  very  refined  taste  for 
clothes,  lingerie,  shoes.  Love 
stockings,  corsets,  high  heels. 
I ll  be  your  mistress,  your 
maid,  or  just  a w'ife  or  friend.” 


LICSW 


NASW  Diplomate  in  Clinical  Social  Work 
Psychotherapy  and  Divorce  Mediation 

• Sensitive  to  the  issues  of  crossdressers  and 
transsexuals  and  their  spouses 

• Over  16  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  and  group  therapy 

• Conveniently  located  in  Wavland 

(508)  877-9671 
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TRANSFORMATIONS 
Making  Up  Isn't  Hard  to  Do! 


by 


Alicia 
Carla 
Long  street 


Smoothing  Down  the  Legs 

Flash,  there  is  a new  device  to 
remove  all  that  ugly  hair  from  your 
legs,  it  is  called  Satinelle.  It  uses  sev- 
eral small  spinning  disks  on  a spin- 
ning axle  to 
remove 
your  hair. 

Since  it 
grabs  the 
hair  closer 
to  the  root 
than  the 
E p i 1 a d y 
there  is  less 
pain. 


How  Long  Should  You  Keep  Cosmetics? 

Moisturizer  generally  lasts  one  to  two  years. 
Note:  Oil  based  products  will  last  longer  than  water 
based  products. 

Lipstick  will  last  two  years. 

When  lipstick  goes  bad,  it  changes 
texture,  becoming  gritty,  hard  to  ap- 
ply, and  gives  off  a strange  smell. 

Blushes,  eye  shadows,  and 
powders  never  go  bad.  But  always 
use  clean  applicators  to  avoid  con- 
taminating them  with  bacteria. 

Foundation  remains  good  for 
six  months  to  a year.  As  with  mois- 
turizers, oil  based  products  outlast 
water  based  products. 

Liquid  eye  liner  and  mascara 
last  four  months.  Flowever,  treat 
them  carefully  as  these  products  are  easy  to  contami- 
nate due  to  the  high  water  content. 

Nail  polish  lasts  from  one  to  four  years.  It  is 
easy  to  tell  when  polish  goes  bad:  the  color  sepa- 
rates. 


Pantyhose  Pointers 

Call  'em  “ruins”  rather  than  runs.  A good  run  can 
easily  ruin  a gal’s  whole  day.  But  you  don’t  have  to  “run” 
for  cover.  Here  are  a few  tips  to  keep  your  stockings 
from  “run”ing  away  with  your  day. 

• Go  for  the  reinforced  toes  and  heels,  unless,  of 
course,  you  are  wearing  sandals. 

■ If  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  proper  size,  too  big  is 
much  better  than  too  small. 

The  new  microfiber  opaques  are  great,  they  last  “forever”,  hide  unwanted 
hair,  and  are  quite  warm  in  those  colder  climes. 

Wash  your  hosiery  in  a plastic  bowl.  If  part  of  your  hose  goes  down  the 
drain,  you  may  just  find  them  “run”ning  away  the  next  time  you  put  them 
on. 

Drape  a towel  over  whatever  rod  you  dry  them  on.  Putting  the  drying 
panty  hose  on  the  towel  will  save  tons  of  runs  over  the  long  haul. 

Freezing  your  panty  hose  will  not  make  them  last  longer,  it  will  just  give 
you  cold  feet  (and  legs). 

Either  keep  your  nails  well  manicured  or,  better,  use  a thin  pair  of  gloves 
while  you  put  on  your  hose. 
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Femme  Fantastic  Nails 

Getting  false  nails  to  stay  on  can  be  very 
frustrating.  They  always  seem  to  come  off  just 
when  you  don’t  want  them  to,  and  when  you 
want  them  off,  they  just  won’t  go.  But  there  are 
ways  to  eliminate  most  of  the  false  nail  frustra- 
tion. 

When  applying  false  nails  to  your  own,  put 
one  small  drop  of  nail  glue  (or  super  glue)  to 
the  center  of  the  false  nail  then  press  them  onto 
you  own. 

Start  applying  the  nails  on  the  hand  you 
write  with,  and  do  your  thumbs  last,  this  will 
keep  you  from  being  “all  thumbs.” 

One  easy  way  to  remove  false  nails  is  to 
soak  them  in  pure  acetone  for  about  two  min- 
utes. But  do  this  only  if  you  plan  on  throwing 
them  away.  A better  method  is  to  carefully,  and 
slowly,  insert  a nail  file  between  your  nail  and 
the  false  nail,  rocking  the  file  back  and  forth  over  your  nail  until  the 
false  nail  pops  (literally)  off. 


Lipstick,  A 
Real  Lifesaver 

Doctors  have  re- 
vealed that  lipstick 
doesn’t  just  help  you 
look  pretty,  it  may 
just  save  your  life! 
Dermatologists  say 
lipstick  wearers  have 
fewer  incidences  of 
skin  cancer  on  the 
lips.  More  men  de- 
velop mouth  skin 
cancers  because  they 
don’t  wear  lipstick. 
Experts  suggest  men 
apply  clear  lip  balm 
with  a sun  protection 
factor. 


Taming  the  Ferocious  Beard 

Here  are  several  methods  for  getting  rid  of  that  awful  facial  hair. 

Soak  the  whole  face  in  steaming  towels  for  twenty  minutes.  Shave  with  a Gillette  Sensor 
razor  (not  too  much  on  the  back  shaving).  Follow  with  moisturizer  and  a twenty  minute  cool 
down.  Then  apply  the  beard  cover. 

To  conceal  the  beard,  try  a beige  “tattoo  cover”.  Since  the  major  problem  with  beards  is 
the  bluish  tint  that  shows  through,  tattoo  cover,  designed  for  hiding  a range  of  color  works 
very  well.  Most  tattoo  parlors,  and  many  cosmetic  shops  will  carry  one. 


m 


Best  Bet  on  Boobs 

Tired  of  padded  bras  and  foam  rubber  breast  inserts 
that  look  more  like  the  prow  of  a submarine  than  real 
breasts?  If  so,  there’s  a new  “breast  enhancer”  on  the 
market.  It’s  the  next  best  thing  to  breast  implants  them- 
selves. In  fact,  it’s  made  out  of  the  same  silicone  used 
for  breast  implants.  Called  “Curves”  from 
Belmont  California’s  BodyLines  Inc.,  this 
new  approach  to  better  boobs  for  hat- 
ches tea  girls,  is  so  good  many  of 
Hollywoocfs  leading  actresses  and  costume 
designers  use  Curves  exclusively.  Enclosed 
in  tear  resistant  polyurethane,  Curves  quickly  warm 
from  body  heat  and  mold  to  the  shape  of  your  breasts. 
The  result  is  natural,  smooth,  seamless,  and  undetect- 
able with  just  about  anything  in  a woman’s  wardrobe 
from  strapless  gowns  and  slinky  dresses  to  T-shirts 
and  swim  suits. 
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(Alexander  - Feminine  Image  Transformation  Specialist 


Beginners  are  Warmly  Welcomed  • By  Appointment  • (215)  635-TV58 
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• Make-up  Application  & Dressing  Sessions  • Largest  Stocked  Wardrobe  on  the  East 

• Day/Evening  Passable  Images  Created  for  almost  anyone  Coast  - 100  Wigs  on  Display  !! 

• Photo  / Feminization  Sessions  • All  Ages  welcome  (young  to  mature) 

Experience  Personalized  Individual  Feminine  Image  Transformation  by  a skilled,  understanding,  caring,  female 
professional  image  consultant  with  5 years  experience  doing  thousands  of  make-overs  creating  that  illusive, 
real  looking,  passable  feminine  image  for  clients  from  all  over  the  country.  I am  the  foremost  specialist  in 
this  field  in  the  country.  I will  create  the  total  and  individual  feminine  look  best  suited  for  you  in  my  DISCREET, 
friendly,  comfortable,  upscale,  suburban  Philadelphia  home.  Come  relax  & realize  your  softer  side.  I do  not 

have  a staff,  my  consultations  are  personalized  and  one-on-one.  ( Mo  Nudity  / non-sexual  service.) 

To  Meet  Other  Crossdressers  or  Transsexuals  in  your  area  or  nationwide  call  1-900-97 6-0300  (Ext  350)  • Only  $1.95/min 


Would  You  Like  to  Look  Real  / Passable  ? 


ARB  YOU  A.  . . 

CROSSDRESSER? 

TRANSGENDERIST? 

TRANSSEXUAL? 

SUPPORTER? 

Join  a growing  group  of  people 
who  ore  standing  up  for 
freedom  of  gender  expression. 

Join  the 

International  Foundation 
for  Gender  Education 

For  just  $25  you  will  receive: 

• Discounts  on  1FGE 
publications  and  products 

• Free  subscription  to  the 
IFGE  quarterly  newsletter 

• Full  IFGE  voting  rights 

JLJL  \JlJu  Clip  and  Send  To:  IFGE,  PO 


MEMBERSHIP  APPL/CA  TION 

□ Yes,  1 want  to  join  the  International  Foundation  for 
Gender  Education  right  away,  enclosed  is  my  $25  to 
cover  my  Basic  Annual  Membership. 

□ Please  send  me  more  information  about  the 

International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education. 

Name  

A d dr  ess 

City  State Zip(+4) 


Type  of  payment: 

□ Check  #_ 


□ MC/VISA  #_ 


Exp.  Date 


Signature_ 


I certify  that  1 am  18  years  of  age  or  over. 


Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229  or  FAX  (617)  899-5703 
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DIRECTORY  of 
TRANSGENDER 
ORGAHIZATIOMS 

Updated  November  1995 


All  listings  are  sorted  according  to  category  and  by  zip  code. 

All  groups  are  non-profit  and  non-sexual  in  nature  unless  otherwise  noted.  All 

information  shared  is  confidential. 
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Alabama 

Pg 

D 

54 

Alaska 

Pg 

D 
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Pg 
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Pennsylvania 

Pg 

D 

52 

South  Carolina 

Pg 

D 

53 
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54 
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D 

56 
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Pg 
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56 
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Pg 

D 

51 
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Pg 

D 

53 
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D 

58 
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52 
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Pg 

D 

53 
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55 
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D 
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^ States  with  no  listings  are  left  out.  y 


f Key  >\ 

OPEN  TO  ALL  CROSSDRESSERS  (CD)  TV 

TRI-ESS  - HETEROSEXUAL  CDs  & Family  TRI-S 

OPEN  TO  ALL  TRANSSEXUALS  TS 

FEMALE  TO  MALE  TRANSSEXUALS  ONLY  FTM 

SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS'  SUPPORT  SO 

V / 


Support  Groups 
& 

Helping 

Professionals 


MASSACHUSETTS  (010-027) 

TV/TS/SO  - SUNSHINE  CLUB:  Roberta  Steel,  PO  Box  564, 
Hadley,  MA  01035-0564.  Support  group. 

TS-FTM/SO  - EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO  MALE  GROUP:  PO 

Box  60585,  Florence  Station,  Northampton,  MA  01060.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS  - BERKSHIRE  ALTERNATIVES:  PO  Box  508,  North 
Adams,  MA  01247.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  THE  MYRIAD  NETWORK  PO  Box  288, 
Williamstown,  MA  01267.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER 
EDUCATION:  IFGE,  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02154-0229 

(617)894-8340  FAX  (617)899-5703.  Educational  outreach. 

TV/TS/SO  - WAYLAND  HOUSE:  PO  Box  3128,  Shawseen, 
MA  01810-0804  Thursdays,  Support  group. 

TS  - MERISSA'S  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (508)358-5381  TS  Sup- 
port Group  - Sunday  6-10pm 

TS  - GETTING  REAL:  PO  Box  194,  West  Newton,  MA  02165. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - AXA:  PO  Box  38-0547,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 
Support  group. 

TS  - ENTERPRISE:  PO  Box629,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)983-3264.  FTM  support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  INC.: 

TCNE,  PO  Box  2283,  Woburn,  MA  01888-0483  (617)891- 

9325  (answered  live  Tuesdays -7:00- 10:00pm  ET.  Support  group. 

SO  - TIFFANY  CLUB  WIVES’  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  TCNE, 
Inc.,  PO  Box  2283,  Woburn,  MA  01888-0483  (617)891-9325. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS  - REFLECTIONS:  PO  Box  4002,  East  Dedham,  MA  02027 
(617)323-6528.  Support  group  and  other  services.. 
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TS  GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT  SERVICES  FOR  TRANS- 
SEXUALS: (617)720-3413 

TV/TS/SO  - INVESTMENTS:  PO  Box  2194,  Orleans,  MA 
02653.  Support  group. 

JOSEFINA  A.  SPECKERT,  MEd:  30  East  Housatonic  St,  Suite 
#3,  Pittsfield,  MA  01201.  Psychotherapist. 

PEOPLE  SYSTEMS  POTENTIAL:  Niela  Miller,  MS  Ed,  LCSW, 
PO  Box  132,  Nagog  Woods,  MA  01718  (508)264-4565.  Out- 
reach mental  health  professionals  and  referrals. 

NEW  HORIZONS  COUNSELING:  Clyde  Hilburn,  MSW  Can- 
didate, PO  Box  191,  Ashland,  MA  01721  (508)435-6656. 

Psychotherapist. 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW,  NASW,  Diplomate  in  Clinical 
Social  Work:  16  Boston  Post  Rd,  Suite  205,  Wayland,  MA  01778 
(508)877-9671.  Psychotherapist. 

ELKE  U.  O’DONNELL,  PhD:  43  Roberts  Road,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138  (617)441-9300.  Psychotherapist. 

THESEUS  COUNSELING  SERVICES:  Ari  Kane,  MEd,  Gen 
der  Specialist,  PO  Box  390861,  Cambridge,  MA  02139- 
(617)868-3157  Psychotherapists. 

SERVICES  FOR  MEN  (AND  THEIR  FAMILIES):  66  Wyman 
St,  West  Medford,  MA  02155  (617)395-2450.  Mental  health 

care  professional  services. 

DENNIS  PEARNE,  EdD:  Consultations:  9 Alexander  Ave, 

Belmont  Ctr,  MA  02178.  Mailing:  133  Grove  St,  Watertown, 
MA  02172.  (617)484-0013.  Psychologist. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (030-038) 

TV/TS/SO  - GENDER  TALK  NORTH:  PO  Box.  211,  Keene, 
NH  03431  (603)924-8828.  Support  group. 

WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  Abby  M.  Greene:  PO  Box  6211,  West 
Franklin.  NH  03235  (603)  934-3379-  Support  group. 

NANCY  STRAPKO,  PhD:  PO  Box  157,  Plymouth,  NH  03264 
(603)536-1306.  Psychotherapist. 

CHESHIRE  COUNSELING:  104  Cross  St.,  Keene,  NH  03431 
Ken  DeVoid,  EdD  (603)357-5544.  Psychotherapist. 

MAINE  (038-047) 

TV/TS/SO  - TRANSUPPORT:  Box  17622,  Portland,  ME  04112. 
Support  group. 

MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE  AND  SUPPORT  SERVICE:  c/o 

Jean  Churchill,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor,  ME  04402-1894.  Educa- 
tion, referrals,  outreach. 

OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER  STUDIES:  OIGS,  126 
Western  Ave,  Suite  246,  Augusta,  ME  04330  Ariadne  Kane, 
Director  (207)621-0858.  Programs  for  professionals. 

VERMONT  (050-039) 

TV/  TS  VERMONT  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT  GROUP:  For 

information  leave  message  at  (802)860-8430.  Support  group. 

CONNECTICUT  (060-069) 

TV/TS/SO  - CONNECTICUT  OUTREACH  SOCIETY:  COS, 
PO  Box  163,  Farmington.  CT  06034  (203)657-4344.  Support 
group. 

TS/SO  - XX  (TWENTY)CLUB:  PO  Box  387,  Hartford,  CT 
06141-0387.  Support  group. 


TS/SO  - IMAGES:  PO  Box  666,  Thompson,  CT  06241-0666 
(203)779-9708  voice  and  FAX.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - P I GROUP:  PO  Box  245,  Haddam.  CT  06438- 
0245.  Support  group. 

TV  - THE  CONNECTICUT  VIEW:  c/o  Denise  Mason.  PO  Box 
2281,  Devon.  CT  06460.  Support  group. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC  OF  NEW  ENGLAND:  68 

Adelaide  Road,  Manchester,  CT  06040  Clinton  R.  Jones,  Di- 
rector (203)646-8651.  Medical  and  psychological  services. 

W.  RILEY  SNOW,  MD:  1001  Farmington  Ave,  Suite  302,  Bristol, 
CT  06010  (203)582-1178.  Psychiatrist. 

NEW  JERSEY  (070-088) 

TRI-S  - CHI  DELTA  MU:  PO  Box  1,  River  Edge,  NJ  07661- 
0001  (201)439-9618.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  MONMOUTH/OCEAN  TRANS-GENDER:  PO  Box 

8243,  Red  Bank,  NJ  07701  (908)219-9094.  Support  group. 

TV/SO  EAST  COAST  COUPLES  NETWORK:  ECCN,  c/o 

MOG,  PO  Box  8243,  Red  Bank,  NJ  07701.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY:  c/o  Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  PO 
Box  9192,  Morristown,  NJ  07960  (201)663-0772.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS  SOUTH  JERSEY/SHORE  AREA  CHAPTER:  Renais- 
sance SJ,  PO  Box  189,  Mays  Landing,  NJ  08330  (609)641- 
3782.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  NU  RHO  - TRI-ESS:  SNR.  PO  Box  9255, 

Trenton,  NJ  08650  24-hour  hot-line  (800)480-3152.  Support 
group. 

NEW  YORK  (090-149) 

TV/TS/SO  - CDI/NYGA:  c/o  Fem  Fashions,  9 W.  31st  St,  Suite 
7R,  New  York,  NY  10001  S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen 
Cioe,  NYC  Coord.,  Muriel  Olive,  Director.  (212)570-7389. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS  TRANSGENDER  RIGHTS!  (TGR):  (212)979-8547. 
Political  action  group. 

TV/TS  - IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & KINGS  OF  NY,  LI,  NJ,  CT  & 

PA:  Suite  120,  70-A  Greenwich  Village  Ave,  New  York,  NY 
1001 1 (212)229-1968  (NYC),  (5l6)889-1999(LI),  (201)584-7644. 
Support  group. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT:  Lesbian  and  Gay  Commu- 
nity Services  Center,  208  West  13th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10011 
(212)924-2657.  Support  group. 

METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260,  Broadway  Station,  Long 
Island,  NY  11106-0260  (718)  728-4615.  Support  group. 

Psychotherapist. 

TV/TS  METROPOLITAN  GENDER  NETWORK:  561  Hudson 
St,  PO  Box  45,  New  York,  NY  10014  (201)794-1665  ext. 

332.  (718)461-9050  . Support  group. 

TS  SURVIVORS  OF  TRANSSEXUALITY  ANONYMOUS: 

Answering  service  (212)969-0888.  Support  group. 

TS  - THE  F2M  FRATERNITY:  PO  Box  509,  Lenox  Hill  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10021  (908)298-8797  Marty  Kincaid  or  (212) 
570-1260  Kit  Rachlin.  Support  group. 
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TV/TS  - EULENSPIEGEL  SOCIETY:  Box  2783,  Grand  Central 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10163  (212)388-7022.  B&D  oriented 
support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - GIRL’S  NIGHT  OUT:  G.N.O.,  c/o  Barbara  For- 
tune, PO  Box  330369,  Brooklyn,  NY  11235-0007  (201)794- 
1665,  ext  2021.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - NEW  YORK  GIRL  & PARTNER:  PO  Box  456, 
Centereach,  NY  11720  (516)732-5115.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - LONG  ISLAND  FEMME  EXPRESSION:  LIFE,  PO 

Box  3015,  Lake  Ronkonkoma,  NY  11779-0417  (516)283- 

1333.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDERISTS’  INDEPENDENCE  CLUB: 

TGIC,  PO  Box  13604,  Albany,  NY  12212-3604  (518)436- 

4513  Live  Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a message  and  instaictions 
for  calling  back.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  NETWORK:  PO  Box  1611, 

South  Rd  Annex,  Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601-0611.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS/SO  - EXPRESSING  OUR  NATURE  (EON):  523  W 

Onondaga  St,  Syracuse,  NY  13204-3226.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  LAMBDA  CHI  LAMBDA  - TRI  ESS:  c/o  Sharon  Ann 
Stuart,  PO  Box  870,  Oneonta,  NY  13820  (607)547-4118. 

Support  group. 

TRI-S  - NU  PHI  CHI-BUFFALO  BELLES:  P.O.  Box  1701 

Amherst  NY  14226  (716)643-2626.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - ROCHESTER  CD-NETWORK:  PO  Box  92055, 
Rochester,  NY  14692  (716)251-2132.  Support  group. 

PENNSYLVANIA  (150-196) 

TS  - TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP:  TSG.  6020  Penn 
Circle  South,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15206  (412)661-7030.  Support 

group. 

TV/TS  - TRANSPUT:  PO  Box  3214,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15230 
(412)224-6015.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - OASIS:  PO  Box  622,  Meadville,  PA  16335.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS/SO  - ERIE  SISTERS:  2115  West  8th  St,  Suite  26l,  Erie, 
PA  16505.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - LOWER  SUSQUEHANNA  VAL- 
LEY CHAPTER:  Renaissance  - LSV,  PO  Box  2122,  Harris- 
burg, PA  17105-2122  (717)780-1578.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - CROSS  DRESSERS  INTERNATIONAL:  CDI,  PO 
Box  61,  Easton,  PA  18044  S.  Kristine  James,  Director, 
KarenCioe,  NYC  Coordinator.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - GREATER  PHILADELPHIA 
CHAPTER:  Renaissance  PHL,  PO  Box  530,  Bensalem,  PA 

19020  (610)975-9119.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION:  PO 

Box  60552,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406  (610)630-1437  (24  hrs). 
Educational  outreach  and  support  group. 

TS  - POSITIVE  CHANGE:  c/o  Pequin  Place,  201  S Camac  St, 
Philadelphie,  PA  19107  Joanna  Sands  (215)732-0603.  Sup- 
port group. 


PERSAD  CENTER,  INC.:  5100  Penn  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15224-1616  Randal  G.  Forrester,  James  Huggins.  (412)441- 
0857.  Mental  health  services. 

DELAWARE  (197-199) 

TV/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - DELAWARE  CHAPTER:  PO  Box 

5656,  Wilmington,  DE  19808  (302)995-1396.  Support  group. 

WASHINGTON,  DC  (200-205) 

TV/TS  - WASHINGTON-BALTIMORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  R 

Lewis,  PO  Box  4064,  Rockville,  MD  20849-4064  (800)496- 

9332  or  (301)738-0389  after  7 pm  ET  and  ask  for  Roberta. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  GREATER  WASHINGTON:  TGF.A,  PO  Box  16036,  Ar- 
lington, VA  22215  (301)  949-3822.  Support  group. 

MARYLAND  (206-218) 

TV/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  BALTI- 
MORE:  c/o  Gay  & Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Baltimore, 
241  W.  Chase  St.,  Baltimore,  MD  21201  (410)837-5445,  or 

switchboard  7-10pm  (410)837-8888.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - TRI-STATE  TRANSGENDERED  CLUB:  c/o  Diane 
Terrant,  PO  Box  3102.  Deer  Park,  MD  21550-1002  (301)453- 
3538.  Support  group. 

COUNSELING  FOR  RELATIONSHIPS:  Rusty  Lynn,  LCSW, 
Pastoral  Counselor,  4835  Del  Ray  Avenue,  Bethesda,  MD  20814 
(301)652-6448.  Psychotherapist. 

SEXOLOGY  ASSOCIATES, INC.:  H.  Martin  Malin,  PhD,  2114 
N.  Charles  Street,  Suite  3,  Baltimore,  MD  21218  (410)528- 

1638.  Psychotherapist. 

VIRGINIA  (220-246) 

ELLEN  R.  WARREN.  LCSW:  1500  King  Street,  Ste  302,  Alex- 
andria,  VA  22314  (703)683-0710.  Psychotherapist. 

TS/SO  - METRO  AREA  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  MAGA,  PO  Box 
16036,  Arlington,  VA  22215  (301)949-3822.  Support  group. 

TV  - BLACK  ROSE:  PO  Box  11161,  Arlington,  VA  22210 
(301)369-7667.  Support  group. 

TV  - VIRGINIA’S  SECRET:  PO  Box  14716,  Richmond,  VA 
23221-0386  (804)752-4977  e-mail:  vasecret@aol.com. 

Support  group. 

COUNSELING  FOR  RELATIONSHIPS:  Rusty  Lynn,  BD,  MSW, 
LCSW,  225  E.  Broad  Sreet,  Falls  Church,  VA  22046  (703)  532- 
8723.  Psychotherapist. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  (246-268) 

TV/TS  - THE  VALLEY  GIRLS:  TVG,  POBox  181,  Dunbar,  WV 
25064.  Support  group. 

TV/SO  - TRANS-WV:  PO  Box  2322,  Huntington,  WV  25724- 
2322.  Support  group. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  (270-289) 

TV/TS/SO  - TRIAD  GENDER  ASSOCIATION:  TGA,  c/o  Louise 
Hahn,  PO  Box  26221,  Winston-Salem,  NC  27114  (910)727- 

9661.  Support  group. 
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TV/TS  - GDANC  SUPPORT  GROUP:  PO  Box  305,  Salisbury, 
NC  28145  (704)642  1914.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - KAPPA  BETA  - TRI-ESS:  PO  Box  12101,  Charlotte, 
NC  28220-2101  Vicki  Godwin.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  CAROLINA  TRANS-SENSUAL  ALLIANCE:  PO 

Box  25347,  Charlotte,  NC  28229-5347  (704)551-8838  (voice 

mail).  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  CHI  RHO  -TRI-ESS:  Crystal  Coast  Rose,  PO  Box 
733,  Bridgeton,  NC  28519.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT:  Phoenix, 
PO  Box  18332,  Asheville,  NC  28814  (704)253-9882.  Support 
group. 

A CIRCLE  OF  CHILDREN:  Rt  5,  PO  Box  564,  Zebulon,  NC 
27579  Chris  Allen  (919)269-8698.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - LOUISE  HAHN,  MA,  NCC  LPC:  Wilmington,  Re- 
search Triangle  Park  (910)395-0772.  Psychotherapist 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  (290-299) 

PHOENIX  THERAPY  SESSIONS:  405  Pettigru,  Greenville, 
SC  29601  Carla  Pridgen  (803)225-6938.  Psychotherapist. 

GEORGIA  (300-319) 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  EPSILON  - TRI-ESS:  Sigma  Epsilon,  PO  Box 
272,  Roswell,  GA  30077-0272  Erachel  Cummings  (404) 
552-4415.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - ATLANTA  GENDER  EXPLORATION:  AGE,  PO 
Box  77562,  Atlanta,  GA  30357  Petra  Hoffman  (404)873-0361. 
Support  group. 

MONTGOMERY  MEDICAL  & PSYCHOLOGICAL  INSTITUTE. 
INC.:  Montgomery  Institute,  PO  Box  33311,  Decatur,  GA 

30033  Contact:  Jerry  or  Lynn  Montgomery.  (404)603  9426. 
Mental  health  services. 

SARAH  C.  JAMES,  CEI:  Atlanta,  Georgia  (404)242-2148. 
Electrology  and  counseling. 

AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  GENDER  INFORMATION  SER- 
VICE, Inc.:  AEGIS,  PO  Box  33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033- 
0724  Ms.  Dallas  Denny,  MA,  Licensed  Psychological  Exam- 
iner (TN).  (404)939-0244  helpline  FAX  (404)939-1770  e- 

mail:  aegis@mindspring.com.  Educational,  mental  health  ser- 
vices and  support  group. 

FLORIDA  (320-340) 

TV/TS  - BUTTERFLIES  OF  THE  WORLD:  For  information 
contact  April-Lynne  Fowler  PO  Box  2782,  Orlando,  Fl  32802- 
2782  (407)841-3125.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  GENDER  INFORM  NETWORK  OF 
GAINESVILLE:  GING,  Gail  Driaper  (904)332-8178.  Refer- 
rals. 

TRI-S  - PHI  EPSILON  MU/CENTRAL  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  PO 

Box  3261,  Winter  Park  FL  32790-3261  (407)677-9540.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS  - FANTASIA:  c/o  GLCS,  PO  Box  533446,  Orlando,  FL 
32853-3446  Arlena  Parrish  or  Angela  Wood  (407)425-4527. 
Support  group. 


TV/TS/SO  - SERENITY:  PO  Box  307,  Hollywood,  FL  33022 
(305)436-9477.  Support  group. 

TS  - THE  EDEN  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  1692,  Pompano  Beach, 
FL  33061- 1692  (305)784-9316.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - ANIMAS:  PO  Box  420309,  Miami  FL  33242.  Sup- 
port group. 

TS  - ENCHANTE:  c/o  J.L.  Hores,  1801  69th  Ave  South,  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  33712  (813)972-26l7(Kerry  TS),  866- 

0438(Joe).  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - STARBURST:  PO  Box  298,  Lithia,  FL  33547-0298 
(813)633-9653.  Support  group. 

TS  - ECLIPSE:  PO  Box  2826,  Pinellas  Park,  FL  34664-2826 
(813)546-3089  (Felisha  TS).  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - TAMPA  SISTERS:  TGIF,  PO  Box  272819,  Tampa,  FL 
3688-2819  (813)935-6848,  Kimberly  Westwood.  Please  leave 
contact  information.  Support  group. 

A CLINICAL  APPROACH  COUNSELING  CENTER,  INC.: 

Coral  Springs,  Florida  Marcia  L.  Schultz,  PsyD,  Clinical  Direc- 
tor. (305)  345-2292.  . Psychotherapist. 

LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  PhD,  LCSW,  LMFT:  5901  S.W.  100  Ter 
race,  Miami,  FL  33156  (305)665-4934.  Psychotherapist. 

FLORIDA  CHAPTER  MONTGOMERY  INSTITUTE,  Inc.:  PO 

Box  141133,  Gainesville,  FL  32607  (904)332-6638.  Refer- 

rals. 

ADELE  KATES  & ASSOCIATES,  P.A.:  1 N.E.  168th  Street,  North 
Miami  Beach,  FL  33162  Certified  & Licensed  Speech  Pa- 
thologist, Adele  Kates,  Director.  (305)651-6442 

CENTER  FOR  CONTEMPORARY  COUNSELING:  2999  N.E, 
191  St.,  Suite  607  Aventura,  FL  33180  Coral  L.  Schlosberg, 
PhD,  LCSW,  LMFT  (305)936-8000.  Psychotherapist. 

GENDER  CONGRUITY  CENTER:  9960  Center  Park  Blvd. 

South,  #404,  Boca  Raton,  FL  33428  (800)328-2633 

TAMPA  STRESS  CENTER:  PO  Box  273107,  Tampa,  FL  3368- 
3107  Carl  W.  Bushong,  PhD  (813)884-7835.  Psychothera- 
pist. 

COUNSELING  AND  CONSULTING  SERVICES  OF  PINELLAS 
COUNTY,  INC.:  Judith  A.  Meisner,  PhD,  LCSW,  LMFT,  3530 
First  Avenue  North,  Suite  209,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33713  (813) 
327-1672.  Psychotherapist. 

ALABAMA  (350-369) 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA:  SERGA,  PO  Box  16174,  Hunts- 
ville, AL  35802  Michelle  Steadman  (205)880-9660.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA  SOUTH:  SERGA,  PO  Box  66286, 
Mobile,  AL  36660  Lisa  Jackson.  Support  group. 

TS  MONTGOMERY  MEDICAL  & PSYCHOLOGICAL  INSTI- 
TUTE, INC.:  Montgomery  Institute,  PO  Box  3361,  Montgom- 
ery, AL  35109  Jerry  or  Lynn  Montgomery.  (205)272  -2726. 
Mental  health  services/  support  group. 
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TENNESSEE  (370-384) 

TV/TS/SO  - TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box  92335,  Nashville, 
TN  37209  (615)664-6883  voice  mail  Support  group,  e- 
maihttp:  3vvvw.transgender.org/tg/tvals/index.html 

TRI-S  - MU  SIGMA  - TRI-ESS:  PO  Box  61.  Jonesboro,  AR 

72403-0061.  Support  group. 

GEORGE  R.  BROWN,  MD:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  Moun- 
tain Home  VAMC,  Johnson  City,  TN  37684  (615)926-1177 

ext.  7709.  Psychiatrist. 

MISSISSIPPI  (386-396) 

TV/TS  - AURORA:  c/o  Kim  Brown,  PO  Box  1306,  Florence, 
MS  39073  (601)845-1328.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  BETA  CHI  - TRI-ESS  MISSISSIPPI:  PO  Box  31253, 
Jackson,  MS  39206-1253  Lee  Frances,  Secretary'  (601)982- 
7678  (24  hrs).  Support  group. 

KENTUCKY  (403427) 

TV/TS/SO  - LOUISVILLE  GENDER  SOCIETY:  LGS,  PO  Box 
5458,  Louisville,  KY  40255-0458  (502)368-9918,  Janet 

(502)635-7995,  Patricia.  Support  group. 

OHIO  (434-457) 

TV/TS/SO  - CRYSTAL  CLUB:  PO  Box  287,  Reynoldsburg. 
OH  43068-0287  (614)265-7488.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  OMEGA  - TRI-ESS:  Box  2053,  Sheffield  Lake, 
OH  44054-0053  Phone  (216)556-0067.  Support  group. 

TV  - PARADISE  CLUB:  Paradise,  PO  Box  29564,  Parma,  OH 
44129.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45201  (606)581-3711,  e-mail:  crossport@aol.com.  Support 

group. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES:  1301  North 
High  Street,  Columbus,  OH  43201  (614)299-6600. 

GLASS  CITY  SISTERS:  POB  8532,  Toledo  OH  43623. 

INDIANA  (463-479) 

TV/TS/F2M/M2F/SO  - INDIANA  CROSS-DRESSERS  SOCI 

ETY:  IXE,  Box  20710,  Indianapolis,  IN  46220  Danielle 
(317)781-0834,  or  Gerri  (812)882-4755  Support  group. 

MICHIGAN  (480-499) 

CROSSROADS:  PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak.  Ml  48068-1245 
Messages:  (313)537-3267.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHORIA  ORGANIZATION 
AND  SUPPORT  GROUP:  N.G.D.O,  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit, 
MI  48202  Justina  Williams,  President  (313)842-5258.  Educa- 
tion and  support. 

TRI-S  THETA  OMEGA  GAMMA  TRI-ESS  DETROIT:  c/o 

Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275  (temporary).  Support 
group. 


TV/TS/SO  - I.M.E.  OF  WESTERN  MICHIGAN:  PO  Box  1 153, 
Grand  Rapids,  MI  49501.  Support  group. 

HOMESTEAD  COUNSELING  CENTER:  Sandra  L.Samons, 

ACSW,  CAC,  1480  Shevchenko,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48103  (313)663- 
7871  Psychotherapist. 

LEE  PADULA,  PhD:  37677  Professional  Center  Dr..  Suite 

110,  Livonia,  MI  48154  (313)953-3333.  Psychotherapist. 

IOWA  (500-328) 

TRI-S  - IOWA  ARTISTRY:  Box  75,  Cedar  Rapids,  IA  52406. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS  - QUAD-CITY  SOCIETY  FOR  SEXUALITY  EDUCA- 
TION: 1236  W.  8th,  Davenport,  LA.  52802  (319)324-6941 

from  6-9pm.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  RIVER  CITY  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  RCGA,  PO 
Box  680,  Council  Bluffs,  IA  51502-0680.  Support  group. 

CENTRAL  IOWA  GENDER  INSTITUTE:  PO  Box  12164,  Des 
Moines,  IA  50312  Susan  McIntyre,  MSW,  ACSW  (515)277- 
7754.  Psychotherapist. 

PMC  TRANSGENDER  COUNSELING  AND  CONSULTATION: 

Richard  V.  Campagna,  MA,  JD,  PO  Box  5265,  Coralville,  IA 
52241-5265  (319)354-3189  FAX  (319)337-2045 

WISCONSIN  (530-548) 

TV/TS/SO  - GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP:  PO  Box  44211, 

Milwaukee  WI  53214  (414)297-9328  (voice-mail).  Support 
group. 

MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER  PROGRAM:  Pathways  Coun- 
seling Center,  2645  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Ste  230,  First  Financial 
Building,  Milwaukee,  WI  53226-1304  (414)774-41 1 1.  Full 

service  TS  facility. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  PSYCHOSEXUAL  HEALTH:  Great  Lakes 
Gender  Clinic,  3250  North  Oakland  Avenue,  Milwaukee,  WI 
53211  Charles  A.Kiley,  ACSW,  CICSW  (414)332  5407.  Psy- 
chotherapy. 

TRANSGENDER  IDENTITY  GROUP:  c/o  Ivanoff  and  Ivanoff, 
Ste  1810  Clark  Building,  633  West  Wisconsin  Ave,  Milwaukee, 
WI  53203-1918  (414)271-3322.  Psychotherapy. 

MINNESOTA  (550-567) 

TV/TS/SO  - MINNESOTA  FREEDOM  OF  GENDER  EXPRES- 
SION: MFGE.  Box  17945,  St.  Paul,  MN  55117  (612)220-9072 

(voice-mail).  Support  group. 

TS  - NEW  MEN  AND  WOMEN  OF  MINNESOTA:  PO  Box 

6432.  Minneapolis,  MN  55406-0432  (612)220-1920.  Sup- 

port group. 

TRI-S  - BETA  GAMMA  - TRI-ESS:  Box  8591,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55408.  Support  group. 

TV  - CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER  COMMUNITY:  CLCC, 
PO  Box  16265,  Minneapolis,  MN  55414  (612)229-3613- 

Support  group. 
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GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC.  PO  Box  1861,  Min- 
neapolis, MN  5531 1 Debbie  Davis,  Director  (612)424-5445, 
FAX  (612)424-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA  GENDER  DYSPHORIA  PRO- 
GRAM: c/o  Program  in  Human  Sexuality,  1300  South  2nd 
Street,  Suite  180  Minneapolis,  MN  55454  (612)625  1500, 

FAX  (612)626-8311.  Full  service  TS  facility. 

TRANSGENDER  HIV/ AIDS  PREVENTION  PROGRAM:  Hu- 
man Sexuality,  Dept,  of  Family  Practice  and  Community 
Health,  U Minnesota  Medical  School,  1300  So.  2nd  Street, 
Suite  180,  Minneapolis,  MN  55454  (612)625-1500,  FAX 

(612)626-8311.  Educational  outreach. 

DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet  Ave.,  So.  Minneapolis,  MN 

55408.  Safe  place  for  youth. 

ILLINOIS  (600-629) 

PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANSGENDER  CHILDREN: 

PFTC,  c/o  Ellie  Altman,  3005  Manor  Drive,  Northbrook,  IL 
60062  (708)564-3005.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  CHAPTER  - TRI-ESS:  PO  Box  40,  Wood  Dale,  IL 
60191-0040  (708)262-8707.  Support  group. 

TS  - THE  SUNDAY  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  478850,  Chicago,  IL 

60647  Sampognaro  and  Louise  L.  Raeder  (312)486-3125 
(312)252-7024,  Sheila  L.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY:  CGS,  PO  Box 
578005,  Chicago,  IL  60657  (708)863-7714.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GENDER  ASSOCIATION: 

CIGA,  PO  Box  182,  Washington,  IL  61571  (309)444-9918, 

JoAnn.  Support  group. 

RONALD  B.  BARON,  MD:  2120  Sheridan  Road,  Highland 
Park.  IL  60035  (708)432-7007.  Psychiatrist. 

RANDI  ETTNER,  PhD:  1214  Lake  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201 
(708)328-3433.  . Psychotherapy. 

MISSOURI  (630-658) 

TV/TS/SO  - ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUNDATION : StLGF,  PO 
Box  9433,  St.  Louis,  MO  63117  (314)  367-4128  StLGF@aol.com. 
Support  group. 

TS/SO  -TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  Non-prisoners  contact 
Dee  Farmer,  23288037,  PO  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO  65808. 
Prisoners  contact  Mrs.  Patricia  Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges, 
5858  Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal.  QC,  CANADA  H3S  2S6 

TV/TS  MID  AMERICA  GENDER  GROUP  INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE:  MAGGIE  c/o  Jennifer  Richards,  St.  Louis  Gen- 
der Foundation,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis,  MO  63117.  Coali- 
tion. 

TS  GENDER  DYSPHORIA  SUPPORT:  (816)241  141 1 Sup 
port  group. 

KANSAS  (660-679) 

TV/TS/SO  -CROSSDRESSERS  AND  FRIENDS:  CAF.  Box  4092, 
Overland  Park,  KS  66204  (913)791-3847.  Support  group. 


TV/TS  WICHITA  TRANSGENDER  ALLIANCE:  PO  Box 

16831,  Wichita,  KS  67216-0831.  Support  group. 

NEBRASKA  (680-693) 

TV/TS/SO  - RIVER  CITY  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  IICGA,  PO 
Box  680,  Council  Bluffs  IA  51502-0680.  Support  group. 

LOUISIANA  (700-714) 

TV/TS/SO  - GULF  AREA  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  PO  Box 

870213,  New  Orleans,  LA  70187-1300  (504)  833-3406  . Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS/SO  NEW  GROUP  FORMING:  c/o  LA  Belle,  PO  Box 
4373.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821-4373-  Support  group. 

ARKANSAS  (716-729) 

TRI-S  - WIVES'/PARTNERS'  CONCERNS:  PO  Box  24031,  Liule 
Rock,  AR  72221.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - MU  SIGMA  - TRI-ESS:  PO  Box  24031.  Little  Rock,  AR 
72221  (501)227-8798,  (501)523-2466.  Support  group. 

OKLAHOMA  (730-749) 

TV/TS  - CROSS  DRESSERS  INTERNATIONAL:  GDI  c/o  Ms 

Gwen  Pete,  PO  Box  50192,  Tulsa,  OK  74104  (918)582- 

6643/835-5334.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  BETA:  PO  Box  42122,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73123.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - DESIRE:  c/o  Ms.  Gwen  Pete,  PO  Box  50192,  Tulsa, 
OK  74104.  Support  group. 

TEXAS  (750-799) 

TRI-S  DELTA  OMEGA  CHAPTER  aka  METROPLEX  CD 
CLUB:  PO  Box  141924,  Irving,  TX  75014  (214)264-7103. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS  - AGAPE:  1631  Dorchester,  #112,  Plano,  TX  75075 
(214)424-1234.  Support  group. 

TS-FTM  - RECAST  EDUCATIONAL  AND  INFORMATIONAL 
NETWORK:  ReCast,  PO  Box  224001,  Dallas,  TX  75222-4001. 
Educational  outreach. 

SO  - SIGNIFICANT  OTHER  SUPPORT:  SOS,  c/o  ReCast,  PO 
Box  224001,  Dallas,  TX  75222-4001  (214)641-4842  Rebecca. 

Support  group. 

TS  - TS-PEER  SLPPORT  MEETINGS:  Alice  Webb,  MSW, 
Atrium  Crest  Big.,  18333  Egret  Bay  Blvd.,  Ste560,  Houston,  TX 
77058  (713)333-2278.  Support  group. 

TS  TEXAS  ASSOCIATION  FOR  TS  SUPPORT:  P.O.  BOX 
142,  Bellaire,  TX  77401  (713)827-5913.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - GULF  COAST  TRANSGENDER  COMMUNITY 

GCTC,  PO  Box  66643,  Houston,  TX  77266  (713)780-GCTC, 
(713)780-4282.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - TALI  CHI  CHAPTER  -TRI  ESS:  Box  1105,  Alief,  TX 
77411-1105  (713)988-8064  voice.  Support  group. 
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SO  - WATS:  PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163  (210)980-7788, 
before  9:00pm  CT,  please.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  BOULTON  AND  PARK  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  17, 

Bulverde,  TX  78163  (210)980-7788.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - AUSTIN  SECOND  IMAGE:  PO  Bx  15381,  Aus- 
tin, TX  78761  (512)515-5460  Wed.  7-9pm.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  CHI  - TRI-ESS:  PO  Box  50266,  Amarillo,  TX 
79159  (806)359-7714.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - WEST  TEXAS  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  c/o  Tami 
Maloney,  5817  Atlantic  Dr.,  Abilene,  TX  79606.  Suppon  group. 

GEORGE  T CARPENTER,  III  D.O.  & ASSOCIATES:  1101 

Cheek-Sparger  Rd,  Suite  121,  Colleyville,  Tx  76034  (817)498- 
8707.  Transgender  medical  therapy. 

ROSENBERG  CLINIC,  GENDER  TREATMENT  PROGRAM: 

1103  Rosenberg,  Galveston,  TX  77550  (409)763-0016.  Medi- 

cal, psychological  care  and  support  groups 

COLORADO  (800-816) 

SO  -TEENAGE  KIDS  OF  TS:  TAKOTS,  c/o  Laurie  Ciccolello, 
1740  S.  Buckley  Road  #6-178,  Aurora,  CO  80017.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS  - THE  PHOENIX  PROJECT:  1740  South  Buckley  Road, 
#6-178,  Aurora,  CO  80017.  Psychotherapy. 

TV/TS  - JOHN  R BARRY  M.S.W.:  Licensed  Clinical  Social 
Worker,  3955  F..  Exposition  Ave,  Suite  408,  Denver,  CO  80209 
(303)331-2409  Fax  (303)777-2878.  Psychotherapy. 

TV/TS  GENDER  IDENTITY  CENTER  OF  COLORADO,  INC.: 

GIC,  1455  Ammons  Street,  Suite  100,  Lakewood,  CO  80215 
(303)  202-6466.  Educational  outreach. 

TRI-S  - DELTA  - TRI-ESS  DENVER:  PO  Box  16208,  Denver, 
CO  80216  (303)595-5TRI.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  PUEBLO:  PO  Box  1918, 

Pueblo,  CO  81002  (719)543-6460.  Support  group. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  GENDER  STUDY  AND  TREATMENT: 

Tomye  Kelley,  MA,  PO  Box  126,  Arvada,  CO  80001  (303)420- 
9885.  Psychotherapy. 

DEB  ANN  THOMPSON,  PhD,  NCACII,  CACIII:  2755  S. 

Locust  St,  Suite  #207,  Denver,  CO  80222  (303)758-663 4.  Psy- 
chotherapy. 

WYOMING  (820-831) 

TV/TS  CENTRAL  WYOMING  TG  SUPPORT  GROUP:  4820 
South  Ash.  Casper,  WY  82601  (307)473-2429.  Support 

group. 

UTAH  (840-847) 

TV/TS  - REFLECTION  HOUSE:  PO  Box  628,  Pleasant  Grove, 
UT  84062  FAX  (801)224-4737.  Support  group. 

TENDERLY  SLIPPORTIVE  GENDER  SUPPORT  NETWORK: 

All  correspondence:  Robin  Dexter  at  Reflection  House,  listed 
previously.  Support  group. 


TRI-S  ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE  CITY  TRI  ESS:  PO  Box 

571242,  Murray,  UT  84157-1242  (801)  553-8141.  Support 

group. 

TV/SO  - LAMBDA  - LAMBDA  - LADIES  OF  THE  LOCH  - 
TRI-ESS:  Genevera  Martin  Pres.,  PO  Box  651073,  Salt  Lake 
City,  UT  84165-1073  (801)576-1416.  Support  Group. 

ARIZONA  (850-864) 

TV/TS  - A ROSE:  PO  Box  82813,  Phoenix,  AZ  85071-2813. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  ZETA  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  1738.  Tempe,  AZ 
85280.  Support  group. 

WINGSPAN:  422  North  4th  Avenue,  Tucson,  AZ  85705.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS/Gay  TV  - TRI-S  - TAU  UPSILON  - TRI-ESS:  8802  Broad- 
way Blvd.,  #145,  Tucson.  AZ  85710  (520)296-3472.  Support 

group. 

TS  - GENDER  CRISIS  HELP  LINE:  (602)293-3456 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES:  Ginnie  Monroe  Grant,  CISW, 
5440  S.  Clambake,  Tempe,  AZ  85283  (602)897-0444. 

Psychotherapy. 

SHEILA  FRIEDEMAN  DICKSON,  PhD:  3930  East  Camel- 

back  Rd,  # 205, Phoenix,  AZ  85018  (602)956-3006.  Psycho- 

therapy. 

NEW  MEXICO  (870884) 

TRI-S  - FIESTA!  - TRI-ESS:  8200  Montgomery  NE,  #241,  Al- 
buquerque,  NM  87109.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Stephanie,  2449  Algodones 
N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87112.  Support  group. 

NEVADA  (890-898) 

TRI-S  THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA  - TRI-ESS:  c/o  Ms.  Joan 
Fry,  2712  N.  Green  Valley  Pky.,  #108,  Henderson,  NV  89014 
(702)387-3891  voice  mail.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - JENNIFER  & FRIENDS:  PO  Box  1284,  Sparks, 
NV  89432.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  TRANSSEXUALS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  Leave  a 

message  for  Marty.  (702)594-7884.  Support  group. 

CARING  COUNSELING:  Nancy  Lee,  PhD,  2061  Market  Street, 
Reno,  NV  89502  (702)322-7771.  Psychotherapy. 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA(900-960) 

TV/TS/SO  - MINORITY  AIDS  PROJECT:  5149  W.  Jefferson 
Blvd,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90016  (213)936-9338.  Education  and 

outreach. 

TS  - AMERICAN  TRANSSEXUAL  EDUCATION  CENTER: 

A.T.E.C,  1626  N.  Wilcox  Ave,  #584,  Hollywood,  CA  90028 
(213)389-6938.  Referrals. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  - TRI-ESS:  PO  Box  36091,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90036.  Ask  for  Virginia.  (213)876-6141.  Support  group. 
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TV/TS/SO  - GENDER  AWARENESS  LEAGUE:  c/o  Grace 
Bredow,  PO  Box  46062,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90046.  Support 
group. 

TV  - ANDROGYNY:  PO  Box  480740,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90004 
(213)467-8317,  Shiela  or  Shirley.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME:  PO  Box  14321, 

Long  Beach,  CA  90803  Send  SASE  for  details.  Private  mem- 
bership club. 

TV/TS  - ON  THE  SCENE  NIGHT:  Marlayna  Lacie,  1856  Cherry 
#608,  Long  Beach,  CA  90806.  Parties  and  socials. 

TV/SO  - CROSSDRESSER  HETEROSEXUAL  INTERSOCIAL 
CLUB:  CHIC,  PO  Box  8487,  Long  Beach,  CA  90808 
(310)420-2580.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - GENDER  EXPRESSIONS  Lakewood  CA  (310)  869- 
4241.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - CD  SOCIAL  GROUP:  PO  Box  224,  Montrose,  CA 
91021.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - BORN  FREE::  PO  Box  1897,  Corona,  CA  91720. 
Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  PSGV  TRANSGENDERED  SUPPORT:  401  South 
Main  Street,  Suite  104,  Pomona,  CA  91765  (909)620-8987. 

Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO  Box  12581,  San  Diego, 
CA  92112  (619)685-3696.  Support  group. 

TS  - PHOENIX  RISING:  c/o  Kristen  Dixon,  PO  Box  632852, 
San  Diego,  CA  92163-2852.  Support  group. 

LOVED  ONES  OF  TRANSSEXUALS:  (714)786-6891.  Support 
group. 

SO  -LADIES  KNIGHT  OUT:  (714)262-9105.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  POWDER  PUFFS  OF  CALIFORNIA:  PPOC,  PO 
Box  1088,  Yorba  Linda,  CA  92686  (714)779-9013  weekdays 
9am  to  9pm  PT.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - TRI-CHI  - TRI  ESS:  PO  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND  SELF:  Carol  Beecroft, 
Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275  (209)688-9246.  Support  group. 

BRAD  TAYLOR,  MA:  Offices  of  Jerome  Rabow,  PhD,  10350 
Santa  Monica  Blvd,  Suite  310  Los  Angeles,  CA  90025 
(310)576-5455.  Psychotherapy. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  PROGRAM  OF  ORANGE  COUNTY, 
INC.:  32158  Camino  Capistrano,  Suite  203,  San  Juan 
Capistrano,  CA  92675  Wm.  G.  Heard,  PhD,  Director. 
(714)240-7020.  Mental  health  facility. 

LOS  ANGELES  GENDER  CENTER:  LAGC,  3331  Ocean  Park 
Blvd,  Suite  100,  Santa  Monica,  CA  90405.  Marie  Keller, 
MFCC.  Psychotherapy. 

TRANSGENDER  COUNSELING  AND  RESEARCH  CENTER: 

4545  Park  Boulevard,  Suite  207,  San  Diego,  CA  92116 
(619)542-0088  Ext  1 Psychotherapy  and  support  group. 

ROXANNE  CHERRY,  PhD:  343  3rd  Street,  Laguna  Beach, 
CA  92651  (714)497-9925.  Psychotherapy. 


THE  PRINCE  INSTITUTE:  PO  Box  2916,  Palm  Springs,  CA 
92263  Angela  Prince,  Ph.D.  Director.  Psychotherapy. 

INFO  LINK  ORANGE  COUNTY:  (714)851-2883.  Referrals. 
Also  available  in  Spanish  and  TDD. 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  (900-960) 

TV/TS  TRANSGENDER  NATION  SAN  FRANCISCO:  584 

Castro,  PO  Box  288,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114-2588  (415)863- 

6717.  Political  action  group. 

TV/TS  - SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER  INFORMATION:  SFGI, 
c/o  Dr.  Rebecca  Auge,  3637  Grand  Ave,  Suite  C,  Oakland,  CA 
94610.  Database  of  TG  resources  $3  00.  Send  SASE  for  fur- 
ther info. 

TV/TS/SO  - EDUCATIONAL  TV  CHANNEL:  ETVC,  PO  Box 
426486  San  Francisco,  CA  94142-6486  (510)549-2665  hotline 
(415)334-3439  voice-mail  Telzey  (510)849-4112.  Support 
group. 

SO  - SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT:  SOS,  c/o  ETVC,  PO 
Box  426486,  San  Francisco,  CA  94142-6486.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS:  DVG,  PO  Box  272885, 
Concord,  CA  94527-2885  (510)937-8432.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HUMAN  GROWTH:  1250 
Pine  St,  Walnut  Creek,  CA  94596  (510)939-7711.  Support 

group. 

TS-FTM/SO  - FEMALE-TO-MALE:  FTM,  5337  College  Avenue 
#142,  Oakland,  CA  94618.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HUMAN  GROWTH  2712 
Telegraph  Ave,  Berkeley,  CA  94705  (510)548-8283.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS  - SWAN’S  INNER  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  1423,  San  Jose, 
CA  95109  (408)297-1423  FAX  (408)  993-8173.  Support 

group. 

TV  - THURSDAY  IRREGULARS:  c/o  Joan  Sheldon,  PO  Box 
6541,  San  Jose,  CA  95150-6541.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - RAINBOW  GENDER  ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box 

700730,  San  Jose,  CA  95170  (408)984-404 4 warmline.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS/SO  SACRAMENTO  GENDER  ASSOCIATION:  POB 

215456,  Sacramento,  CA  95821  (916)482-7742.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  SIGMA  SIGMA  BETA  - TRI  ESS  SIERRA  SILVER 
BELLS:  SSB,  PO  Box  19933,  S.  Lake  Tahoe,  CA  96151.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS  - REDWOOD  EMPIRE  SOCIAL  GROUP:  PO  BOX 

1531,  Sonoma,  CA  95476  (707)938-8029.  Support  group. 

WILLIAM  A.  HENKIN,  PhD:  1801  Bush  Street,  Suite  111, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109  (415)  923-1150.  Psychotherapy. 

GENDER  & SELF  ACCEPTANCE  PROGRAM:  GSAP,  PO  Box 
424447,  San  Francisco,  CA  94142  Gianna  Eveling  Israel,  Di- 
rector (415)558-8058.  Psychotherapy. 

TENDERLOIN  SELF-HELP  CENTER:  191  Golden  Gate  Ave, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102  (415)554-0518.  Peer  counseling  & 
support  group. 
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REBECCA  AUGE,  PhD:  3637  Grand  Ave,  Suite  C , Oakland. 
CA  94610  (415)426-0718  or  835-9820.  Psychotherapy. 

HARRY  BENJAMIN  INTERNATIONAL  GENDER 
DYSPHORIA  ASSOCIATION:  HBIGDA,  PO  Box  1718, 
Sonoma,  CA  95476.  (707)938-2871.  Resource  for  profession- 
als. 

ANNE  VITALE,  PhD:  D Street  Counseling  Group,  610  D St, 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901  (415)  456-4452.  Psychotherapy. 

JEANNE  M.  WEST:  450  San  Antonio  Rd,  #50,  Palo  Alto.  CA 
94306;  (415)494-295 2.  Psychotherapy. 

HAWAII  (967-969) 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED  OUTREACH:  PO  Box  4530, 
Honolulu.  HI  96812-4530  (808)923-4270.  Support  group. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER:  1820  Univer- 
sity Ave,  #208,  Honolulu,  HI  96822  (808)951-7000  FAX 

(808)926-1000.  Psychotherapy. 

OREGON  (970-979) 

TV  NORTHWEST  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  NWGA,  PO  Box 
4928,  Portland,  OR  97208  (503)646-2802.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - TRANS-PORT:  PO  Box  66913,  Portland,  OR  97290- 
6913  (503)774-8463-  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  3312,  Sa- 
lem, OR  97302.  Support  group. 

TS  - SALMACIS:  The  Equalitarian  Feminist  Social  Society,  PO 
Box  1604,  Eugene,  OR  97440-1604  (503)  688-4282  (Sally 

Ann,  6-11  PM  PST).  Psychotherapy. 

TS  - SALISHON,  THE  WOMYN'S  INFORMATION  NET- 
WORK: SALISHON,  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene,  OR  97440-1604. 
Service  and  information. 

WASHINGTON  (980-994) 

TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUAL  LESBIANS  AND  FRIENDS:  TLF,  Se- 
attle,  WA  (206)292-1037.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - EMERALD  CITY:  PO  Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA 
98103  (206)284-1071.  Support  group. 

THE  INGERSOLL  GENDER  CENTER:  1812  East  Madison, 
Seattle,  WA  98122  (206)329-6651.  Counseling  and 

referrals. 

PSYCHCARE  NORTHWEST,  CENTER  FOR  SEXUAL 
HEALTH:  2150  North  107th  Street,  Suite  200,  Seattle,  WA 
98133-  Psychotherapy. 

ALASKA(995-999) 

ALASKAN  T-PEOPLE:  c/o  Bobbie  Wendy  Tucey,  PO  Box 
670349,  Chugiak,  AK  99567-0349.  Support  group. 

CANADA 

TS  ETRE  FEMME;  QUEBEC  TRANSEXUAL  ASSOCIATION 
INC.:  V iviane  Belanger,  84,  Boul.  des  Allies,  Quebec,  P Que., 
CANADA  G1L1Y2  (418)529-1152.  Support  group. 


TS/SO  - FACTT-  QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote  de  Neiges  Post  Of- 
fice, 5858  Cote  de  Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA 
H3S2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical  and  psychologi- 
cal serv  ices  and  support  group. 

TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  Succ  293  Cote-des- 
Neiges,  5858  Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal, 
Quebec, CANADA  H3S2S6.  Information  and  referrals. 

TV/TS/SO  - CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion  Street,  Montreal,  Que- 
bec, CANADA  H2K  3B8  (514)528-8874.  Support  group.  (For- 
merly TAM) 

TS  - DR.  YVON  MENARD:  1003  Boulevard  St.  Joseph  Est, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2J1L2  (514)288-3547.  Plastic 
and  GRS  surgeon. 

TS  - TRANS  P.O.R.S.:  475  Boulevard  Gouin  Ouest,  Montreal. 
Quebec,  Canada  H3I.1K4  (514)332-5421.  Residence  for  post- 
op GRS  recovery. 

TS/TV  - FACTT  - OTTAWA:  Box  7421,  Vanier,  Ontario,  Canada 
K1L8E4.  Support  group. 

TS  - TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  c/o  The  Church  Street  Com- 
munity Centre,  519  Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA 
M4Y2C9.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223,  Station  A.  Toronto. 
Ontario,  Canada  M5W1B2  (416)812-6879.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - STREET  OUTREACH  SERVICES:  SOS,  c/o  W.  Travers, 
622  Yonge  St,  2nd  Fl,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y1Z8 
(416)926-0744  (24  hours).  Multitude  of  services  for  TG  youth. 

TV/TS/SO  - GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box  7421,  Vanier  Ot- 
tawa, Ontario,  CANADA  K1L8E4  (819)770-1945.  Support 
group. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC:  Clarke  Institute  of  Psychiatry, 
250  College  Street,  Toronto, Ontario, CANADA  M5T1R8 
(416)979-2221,  ext.  2339.  TS  specialists,  help  for  CDs  as  well.. 

TV/TS/SO  - MONARCH  SOCIAL  CLUB:  MSC,  Mississauga  A, 
PO  Box  386,  Mississauga,  Ontario,  CANADA  L5A3A1.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS/SO  PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER  GROUP:  PRGG,  Box 
23  Grp  4 RR1,  Dugald,  Manitoba,  R0E0K0  CANADA  (204)  257- 
2759.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB:  Box  2000,  6802  Ogden 
Rd.  SE,  Calgary,  Alberta,  CANADA  T2C1B4  (403)  236  7072. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - PHI  SIGMA  - TRI-ESS:  Attn:  Audrey  Allen,  Box  81115, 
755  Lake  Bonavista  Drive  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta  CANADA 
T2J7C9.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB:  Box  33002  Glenwood 
PO  , Edmonton,  Alberta,  CANADA  T5P4V8.  Support  group. 

TS  TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP:  Dr  Angela  Wensley, 
14905  32nd  Avenue,  White  Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V4P1A4  (604)536-2053-  Support  group. 

TV/SO  - CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box  3745,  Vancouver,  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  CANADA  V6B3Z1.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - DREAM  GIRLS:  PO  Box  535.  Kamloops.  British 
Columbia,  CANADA  V2C5L7.  Support  group. 
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TS  - ZENITH  FOUNDATION:  8415  Granville  Street,  Box  46, 
Vancouver,  B.C.  CANADA  V6P4Z9.  Educational  outreach  and 
support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  FOUNDATIONS  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF 
TRANS-GENDERED  PEOPLE’S  SOCIETY:  FATE  1-1727  Wil- 
liam Street,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  CANADA  V5L2R5 
(604)254-9591.  Educational  outreach  and  referrals. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC:  Vancouver  General  Hospi- 
tal, 715  West  12th  Ave,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V5Z1M9  Dr.  Diane  Watson,  Director  (604)875-4100.  Medi- 
cal and  psychological  support  for  TS  people. 

MEXICO 

MORENA  & ORTA  GENDER  ISSUES  SPECIALISTS:  Acoxpa 
And.  51  #17  duplex  2,  Col.  Villa  Coapa,  C.  P.  14390,  Mexico, 
D.  F.  MEXICO  FAX  673-53-12  or  52(22)44-38-26.  Psycholo- 
gists. 

ARGENTINA 

TS  TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT  OF  LIFE  AND  IDEN- 
TITY: TRANSDEVI,  Casilla  de  Correo  151,  C.P.  1748  Gral. 
Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires  ARGENTINA. 

BRAZIL 

TS  - PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT:  Katia  Monteiro, 

No.  55  Rua  Da  Gloria,  #30,  Gloria,  Rio  de  Janiero,  Brazil  (02)252 
4757  FAX  (02)  227  5944.  Educational  outreach,  AIDS  aware- 
ness, referrals. 

ENGLAND 

TV  - BEAUMONT  SOCIETY:  BM,  Box  3084,  London  WC1N 
3XX  ENGLAND  0171-756-1782.  Support  group  and  referrals. 

TS/SO  - WOBS-THE  BS  PARTNERS  GROUP:  BM,  WOBS, 

London  WC1N  3XX  ENGLAND.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  -SEAHORSE  SOCIETY:  BM  Seahorse,  Box  6093,  Lon- 
don WC1N  3XX  ENGLAND.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - BEAUMONT  TRUST:  BM  Charity,  London  WC1N 
3XX  ENGLAND  0171  730  7453-  Education  and  referrals. 

TV/TS  - THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  GenTrust,  London,  WCIN 
3XX  England  01305  26922  (TS)  7-10  pm  Thursday. 

TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  CONSULTANCY  SERVICES:  BM 

Box  5434,  London  WC1  N 3XX.  UK  Ph.  & Fax  01323  470230. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 

TS-FTM  - FTM:  BM  NETWORK,  London,  WCIN  3XX,  EN- 
GLAND. Support  group. 

TV  TRANSVESTITE’S  SELF  HELP  GROUP:  TSHG,  PO  Box 
3281  London  El  6JG  ENGLAND  0171  289  5240.  Support 
group. 

TV/SO  - ROSE’S:  Roundel  Street,  Sheffield  S9  3LE  ENGLAND 
0114  26l  9444.  International  support  group. 

TV/TS  - NEW  TRANSESSEX:  PO  Box  3.  Basildon,  Essex, 
England  SS14  1PT  01268-583761,  Wed./Sun.  eves  7:00pm  - 
10:00pm.  Support  group. 


TV/TS  LIVERBIRDS,  MERSEYSIDE  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o 

Friend  Merseyside,  36  Bolton  Street,  Liverpool  L3  5LX  EN- 
GLAND UK.  051  709  4745  Friday  evenings  only.  Support 
group. 

TV/TS  - INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRANSIENT  AFFINITY: 

c/o  Miss  Phaedra  Kelly,  Director,  1,  Bank  Buildings,  School 
Green  Road,  Freshwater,  Isle  of  Wight,  P040  9AJ,  UK.  Support 
group.  International  educational  outreach. 

TV  TS/SO  - THE  NORTHERN  CONCORD  (Manchester): 

Jenny  Baker,  PO  Box  258,  Manchester,  M60  1LN  ENGLAND. 
0161  274  3705.  Support  group. 

SCOTLAND 

TV/TS/SO  - GRAMPIAN  GENDER  GROUP:  3G,  Aberdeen. 
SCOTLAND  03398  83695.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SLGS,  PO  Box  38,  Glasgow, 
SCOTLAND  G2  2QF.  Call  Strath-clyde  Gay  and  Lesbian  switch- 
board, 041-221-8372..  Support  group. 

TV/SO  - TRANS-TRAP  SCOTLAND:  Miss  Julie  Bradshaw, 

30/1  Halmyre  Street,  Edinburgh  EH6  8QD  SCOTLAND  031- 
555  6416.  Counseling  and  education. 

IRELAND 

BELFAST  BUTTERFLY  CLUB:  PO  Box  210,  Belfast  BT11BGN. 
Ireland.  o585  430408  Wed.  8-10  PM.  Support  group. 

FRANCE 

ASSOCIATION  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTALE:  c/o  Gaby 
Linsig,  2 Rue  des  Charpentiers,  68270  Wittenheim,  France. 
See  Beaumont  Society,  in  the  listings  for  England.  See  Beau- 
mont Society  listing. 

CEMTOR:  (Sexologie  et  Developpement  Hedonique)  6 me 
de  la  Bascule,  45100  Orleans,  FRANCE.  Information  and  refer- 
rals. 

SWITZERLAND 

KONTAKTFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE:  KFT,  Postfach  6788, 
CH8023  Zurich,  SWITZERLAND.  Support  group. 

NETHERLANDS 

TV/TS/SO  - DE  STICHTING  REBORN:  Maria  Danneelserf 

10,  2907  BD  CAPELLE  a/d  IJSSEL,  Netherlands  Immanuel  B. 
de  Vries.  010-4503469  1 Newsletter.  Support  group. 

TS  STICHTING  NEDERLANDS  GENDER  CENTRUM:  c/o  Ms 

I.  E.  Neumann,  Borssenburg  24,  1181  NV  Amstelveen,  Neth- 
erlands. Coordinates  between  groups. 

WERKGROEP  (H)ERKENNING:  Caroline  and  Aloys  Hulshof, 
Wielwallstraat  11,  7471  HC  GOOR  Amsterdam,  NETHER- 
LANDS. Support  group. 

STICHTING  EDE:  Ben nekomseweg  160,  6871  KJ  Renkum, 
Netherlands.  Support  group  F2Ms. 

STICHTING  OMD:  PO  Box  24,  4844  ZG  Terheijden  (NB), 
Netherlands  Social  service  for  TSs. 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 


D 59 


Transgender’s  Directory  of  Organizations  and  Personals 


VERENIGING  L K G T & T:  PO  Box  11575,  1001  GN 

Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  Support  group. 

TS  CONTACT  GROUP  VIRGIN:  PO  Box71,  1000  AB 

Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  Support  group. 

WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode  Kruislaan  61,5628  GB  Eindhoven, 
Netherlands.  Support  group. 

NEDERLANDSEVERENIGING  HUMANITAS:  Ms.  P Klene, 

PO  Box  71,1000  AB  Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  TS  hotline. 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof.dr.  L.J.G.  Gooren,  Inter- 
nist/Endocrinologist, Dept/  Endocrinology/Andrology,  Free 
University  Hospital,  PO  Box  7057,  1007  MB  Amsterdam,  Neth- 
erlands (31X20)5489111  ext.  199,  Fax  (31X20)5487502.  Full 
pre-  to  post-op  for  TSs. 

GERMANY 

TV/TS  - TRANSIDENTITAS:  Menschen  Mit  Abweichender 
Geschlects  Identitaet,  Postfach  10  10  46,  6050  Offenbach  Ger- 
many 069  8001008.  Support  group. 

TSH  ESSEN:  Claudia  Peppenhorst,  Caesar  Strasse  34,  45130 
Essen  Germany  0201  - 78  69  99.  Support  group. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Christin-Susan  Black,  Nueblerkamp 
13a,  22175  Hamburg,  Germany  040-754  43  23.  Support 
group. 

TSH  MUENSTER:  Claudia  Scholz,  Buclden  Strasse  22,  48143 
Muenster,  Germany  0251  43240.  Support  group. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUER  TRAN SSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN 
IM  SAARLAND:  Dr.  Waltraud  Schiffels,  Schloss  Strasse  6, 
66117  Saarbruecken,  Germany  0681-58  39  12.  Support 
group. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUER  TRANSSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN 
IM  SAARLAND:  Marc  Elsholz,  Am  Hagen  13,  66117 

Saarbruecken,  Germany  0681-589  8449.  Support  group. 

TV  - BIZ  SONNTAGSCLUB:  Rinower  Strasse  8,  10437,  Ber- 
lin, Germany  030-449  75  90.  Support  group. 

TS  TRANSSEXUELLENGRUPPE  IN  DER  SEKIS  BERLIN: 

c/o  Uwe  Klaassen,  Albrecht-Achilles  Strasse  65,  10709  Berlin, 
Germany  030-345  36  81.  Support  group. 

TS  - VIVA  TS-SELBSTHILFE  MUENCHEN  E.  V.:  VIVA 

Muenchen,  c/o  Peter  Reidel,  Hirschbergstr.  14,  80634 
Muenchen,  Germany  089-134681  FAX  089-162324  (18-18.30 
h,  please  speak  German)  . Support  group. 

TS  - CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box  710232-D,  81452 
Muenchen,  Germany  089-3113260  or  089-616808  (18-18.30 
h,  please  speak  German).  Support  group. 

TS  - CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  Miss  Dr.  Lisa  Strauss,  c/ 
o Aidshilfe-Halle  Magdeburger  Str.  34-D,  06112  HALLE/Saale, 
Germany  0345/36419  (18-19  h,  please  speak  German)..  Sup- 
port group. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  E.  V.:  Postfach  10  10  46,  D 63010 
Offenbach/M.,  Germany.  Support  group. 


NORWAY 

TV  - FPE-NE:  Postboks  1968  Vika,  N 0125  Oslo  1,  NORWAY. 
Support  group. 

SPAIN 

TS  - COLECTIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES  DE  CATALUNA:  C/ 

Balmes,  70,  lo,  la  , 08830  Sant  Boi  de  Llobregat,  Barcelona, 
Spain  08080  3454  6398  Wednesdays  7:30-9:00  pm  (Spanish 
only).  Support  group. 

SWEDEN 

TV/SO  - FPE-NE:  Box  11107,  S-500  11,  Boras,  SWEDEN.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/SO  - FPE-SWEDEN:  Box  529,  S 10130  Stockholm,  SWE- 
DEN. Support  group. 

FINLAND 

TV/TS  - SETA:  PO  Box  55,  SF-00531,  Helsinki,  FINLAND 
(9)0-135  8303-  National  referrals  to  support  groups  and  pro- 
fessionals. 

DENMARK 

FPE-NE:  Postbks  170,  2620  Greve  DK-DENMARK.  Support 
group. 

TRANSVESTITORGANIZATION  IN  DENMARK:  TID, 

Postboks  9071,  Nyboder  Posthus,  1000  Copenhagen  K,  DK- 
DENMARK.  See  Beaumont  Society  in  UK  listings. 

TURKEY 

TRAVESTY/TRANSSEXUALLE:  c/o  Demet  Demir,  Lao  176/ 
D.S.,  Kultur  Je  Sanat,  Siraselviler,  Taksim,  Istanbul,  Turkey. 
German,  French,  or  Spanish.  157  8925.  Support  group  - do 
not  mention  name  on  envelope. 

TV/TS  - SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the  above  mailing  instruc- 
tions for  Travesty /Transsexualle  c/o  Iskendar  Savasir.  Educa- 
tional outreach  for  all  Islamic  countries. 

PAKISTAN 

TV  - KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  Muhamid  Aslam  Khusra,  Ex- 
Candidate,  PF-34  Abbotabad,  c/o  Hockey  Stadium,  Abbotabad, 
PAKISTAN  Code  05921  6158  leave  message,  or  05921 
2858.  Outreach. 

RUSSIA 

TV/TS  - ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW:  Novo-Alekeeuskaya  str. 
7,  Flat  No  8,  129626  Moscow,  RUSSIA.  Also  Mirninsky  r-n. 
Gagarina  str.  28  Flat  #3,  678190  Aihal  Yakutia  RUSSIA.  Write 
directly  to  Margaret  Mankevich.  DO  NOT  USE  GROUP 
NAME  OR  TITLE  ON  ENVELOPE.  Ph:  287-7096  in  Moscow, 
11-19  in  Yakutia.  Support  group. 
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EASTERN  EUROPEAN  REPUBLICS 

TV/SO  - FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes,  Director,  Jurmala,  -15.  PO 
Box  17,  LATVIA  LV  2015  Languages:  English  and  German. 
Support  group. 

JAPAN 

TS  - ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido,  Koto-Ku,  Tokyo 
136,  JAPAN  11.19.03-3683-6092  (Kameido  Club).  Storage, 
support  groups,  make-up,  etc.  Branches  throughout  Japan. 

TS  - ELIZABETH  CLUB:  1-1-9  Kujo,  Nishi-Ku,  Osaka  550, 
JAPAN. 

TS  ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15  noritake 

nakamura-ku,  Nagoya-shi  453  JAPAN 

TS  - FTM  NIPPON:  Adachi-ku,  Adachi-nishi-post  office  123 
Tokyo,  JAPAN.  03-3683-6092  (Kameido  Club).  Like  Elisabeth 
Club  only  for  F2Ms. 

AUSTRALIA 

TV/SO  - THE  SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES 
INC.:  PO  Box  391,  Rhodes,  New  South  Wales  2112,  Australia 
. Support  group. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALITION:  TLC,  PO  Box 
208,  Kings  Cross,  NSW,  2011  Australia  (02)358-5664.  Educa- 
tional outreach. 


TV/TS/SO  - CARROUSEL  CLUB  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA, 
INC.:  PO  Box  721,  Cowandilla,  South  Australia,  5033,  Austra- 
lia (08)388-3644,  Lana  Allen;  (08)281-6190,  Michelle.  Sup- 
port group. 

TV/TS  - CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  WESTERN  AUSTRA 
LIA:  Rosemary,  PO  Box  367,  Victoria  Park,  Western  Australia 
6163,  AUSTRALIA.  Support  group. 

TV/TS  - GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  WESTERN  AUSTRALIA:  PO 

Box  573,  GOSNELLS,  Western  Australia  6110,  AUSTRALIA 
(09)490  3820.  Education,  outreach  and  activism. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

TS  - TRANSSEXUAL  OUTREACH  PROJECT:  TOPs,  PO  Box 
11-412,  Manners  Street,  Wellington,  New  Zealand.  Referrals, 
education,  outreach,  support  group. 

TS  - TRANSSEXUAL  OUTREACH  PROJECT:  TOPs,  PO  B 
68-509,  Newton,  Auckland  Newzeland.  See  above. 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

TV/TS  THE  PHOENIX  SOCIETY  HELPLINE:  Box  1332, 
Springs  1560,  REPUBLIC  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA.  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  - SATRU:  c/o  PO  Box  87283  Houghton  2041, 
Johannesburg,  SOUTH  AFRICA.  Support  group. 

WEST  AFRICA 


SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
PROJECT:  SWOP,  391  Riley  St.  Surry  Hills,  PO  Box  1453, 
Darlinghurst,  NSW,  2010  Australia  (02)212-2600  FAX  (02)212- 
3978.  Counseling  and  referrals. 

THE  FLAMINGO  ASSOCIATION:  See  Seahorse  of  New  South 
Wales. 

THE  GENDRE  CENTRE:  Projects  Manager,  75  Morgan  Street, 
PO  Box  266,  Petersham,  NSW  2048,  Australia  (02)569-2366 
FAX  (02)569-1176.  Counseling  and  referrals. 

TV/SO  SEAHORSE  CLUB  OF  QUEENSLAND:  Seahorse  Club, 
PO  Box  574,  Annerly,  Queensland  4103,  AUSTRALIA.  Sup- 
port group. 

AUSTRALIAN  TRANSGENDERISTS  SUPPORT  ASSOCIA- 
TION OF  QUEENSLAND,  ENC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  Queensland  4005  Australia  (07)846-3787  hotline, 
(07)236-2400,  FAX  (07)236-2398.  Education,  referrals  and 
support  group. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND  WORKERS  IN  THE  SEX 
INDUSTRY:  SQWISI,  65  Vulture  Street,  PO  Box  689,  West 
End,  Queensland  4101  Australia  (07)844-4565,  FAX  (07)844- 
8840.  Counseling  and  referrals  for  TG  people  in  the  sex  in- 
dustry. 

TV/TS  THE  ELAINE  BARRIE  PROJECT:  EBP,  Box  405, 
Altona,  Victoria  3018,  AUSTRALIA  369-2613-  Support  group. 

TV/TS/SO  THE  SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA:  SSV, 
G PO  Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  VICTORIA,  Australia  3001.  Sup- 
port group. 

F2M  TV/TS/SO  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  Box  328,  Northcote, 
Victoria,  3070,  AUSTRALIA.  Support  group. 


TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF:  lane  Enuneku,  KM  4 
Idiroko  Road,  PO  Box  1006,  OTA,  OGUN  State,  NIGERIA  - 
WEST  AFRICA.  Support  group. 
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I T.V.  FASHIONS,  INC. 

From  Head  to  Toe. ..Where  Your 
Feminine  Experience  Begins! 


#5005 


• Shoes  and 
Boots 


• Wigs  & 
Styling 


•Three  Leading 
Brands  of  Breast 
Forms 


• Lingerie  • Cosmetics  • Extra  Wide  Nails 
• Jewelry  • Corsets  • Books  • Clothing 

Send  for  Our  Catalogue  - Only  $10 


When  in  town,  visit  Lydia’s  for  a makeover 
or  manicure.  Changing  room  available. 


13837  VENTURA  BLVD.,  SUITE  2 
SHERMAN  OAKS,  CA  91423 
Mon-Wed  12-7  • Thurs-Sat  11-8 

MasterCard0”  and  VISA®  Welcome 


Owned  and  operated  by  a Tri-Ess  member. 

Proudly  Serving  the  Transgender  Community  Since  1981 
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ELECTROLYSIS! 

Unwanted  Hair  Removed  Forever 

Free  Consultation  & Trial  Treatment 

Physicians  & AM  A Approved 
Licensed  & Certified  Electrologists 
Dayl Evening/ Saturday  Appointments 
Disposable  Probes/Gloves 

r twamd  t /cc/tc/tyy ' Uic/aJpA 

380  Lowell  St.,  Wakefield,  MA  (617)  245-0005 

(1/2  Mile  from  exit  41,  Rte  128/95)  


TDr.  A.  S.  Nubel 

f 

Psychotherapist 

Specialized  in  Treatment 
of  Gender  Identity  Disorders  (TV ATS) 

Individuals 
Marriage  & Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N.  (908)  722-9884 

Bridgewater,  NJ  08807  Fax:  (908)  722-0666 

Insurance  Accepted 


MAGAZINE!: 


for  -fdaUoYmeners  and  fffnbetu>eeners  ! 


$5.95  for  the  current  issue 

Complete  this  form  and  send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 
DRAGAZINE  • PO  BOX  461795  • DEPT  T 
WEST  HOLLYWOOD.  CA  90046 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


THE  TRANSGENDER  COMMUNITY  MAGAZINE! 

40  PAGES  EVERY  MONTH  OF  NEWS,  INFORMATION,  AND 
COMMENTARY  FOR  CROSSDRESSERS  AND  TRANSSEXUALS, 
WRITTEN  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMUNITY! 

NOW  AVAILABLE  AT: 

BARNES  & NOBLE * BOOKSTAR * BOOKSTOP * 

BORDERS  BOOKS * HASTINGS  BOOKS’ 

VERNON  S SPECIALTIES  VERSATILE  FASHIONS 
LYDIA  S TV  FASHIONS  FASHION  FANTASY 
MAGS  INC. 

("  most  larger  stores) 

Can’t  find  us  at  a store  near  you?  Send  $7.00  for  the  current  issue  to: 

P.O.  BOX  944,  WOODLAND  HILLS,  CA  91365. 

California  residents,  add  8.25%  sales  tax. 


■ 


E LECTROLYS I S 


mu 
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* Licensed  & Registered 

* Sterile,  Disposable  Needles 

* Day,  Evening  & Saturday  Appointments 

* Complimentary  Consultation  Invited 

* Private  & Confidential 

* Short  Wave,  Galvanic  & Blend  Methods 

ONE  DAVIS  SQUARE 
Somerville,  MA 
(617)628-5517 

TEWKSBURY  MEDICAL  CENTER 
1 564  Main  St.  (Rt.  38) 
Tewksbury,  MA 
(508)  851-8791 

Hfe  Specialize  solely  in  Electrolysis 
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Transgender’s  Directory  of  Organizations  and  Personals 


CALENDAR  OF  TRANS6ENDERED  EVENTS 

UPDATED  December  1995 


JANUARY,  1996 

24-28:  First  Event,  Woburn  MA 

TCNE,  PO  Box  2283,  Woburn  MA  01888  (617)  891-9325 

FEBRUARY,  1996 

22-Mar  3:  8th  Annual  Texas  T Party,  Dallas  TX 

PO  Box  700742,  San  Antonio  TX  78270  (210)  930-7788 

MARCH,  1996 

24- 31:  10th  Annual  IFGE  “Minnesota  Pride  '96”  Confer- 
ence, Minneapolis  MN 

IFGE  PO  Box  228,  Waltham  MA  01754-0229  (617)  899- 
2212 

APRIL,  1996 

12-14:  Full  Circle  of  Women  (For  those  identifying  and 
living  as  women),  Essex  MA 

PO  Box  52,  Ashby  MA  01431  (508)  386-7737 

25- 28:  California  Dreamin'  '96,  San  Francisco  CA 

PO  Box  1088,  Yorba  Linda  CA  92686  (714)  779-9013 

MAY,  1996 

TBA:  EuroFantasia,  Denmark 

PO  Box  442  N-4301  , Sandnes  Norway 

16-19:  Paradise  in  the  Poconos,  Canadensis  PA 

PO  Box  19206,  King  of  Prussia  PA  19406  (6 10)  640-9449 

29-June  2 Spring  Fling,  Woburn  MA 

TCNE,  PO  Box  2283,  Woburn  MA  01888  (617)  891-9325 

JUNE 

6-9:  Be  All,  Detroit  MI 

PO  Box  1692,  Cincinnati,  OH  45201  or  Call  Cindy  at 
(313)499-8194 

JULY,  1996 

3-7:  Transgen  '96:  TG  Independence  Weekend,  Hous- 
ton TX 

International  Conference  on  Transgender  Law  and 
Employment  Policy  5707  Firenza,  Houston  77035  (713) 
723-1800 

24-28  Spouses/Partners  International  Conference  for 
Education  (SPICE) 

(for  partners  of  gender  gifted  males),  Wilmington  DE 
P.  Rudd,  PO  Box  5304  Katy  TX  77491 

SEPTEMBER,  1996 

TBA:  Paradise  in  the  Poconos,  Canadensis  PA 

PO  Box  19206,  King  of  Prussia  PA  19406  (610)  640-9449 

TBA:  6th  Annual  Southern  Comfort,  Atlanta  GA 

PO  Box  77591  Atlanta  GA  30357 

TBA:  10th  Annual  Mardi  Gras,  Ontario  CANADA 

PO  Box  386,  Mississauga,  Ontario  CANADA 

OCTOBER,  1996 

TBA:  2nd  Annual  TG  Lobby  Days  Washington  DC 
(713)  723-8368 

20-27:  Fantasia  Fair,  Providencetown  MA 

PO  Box  147,  Haverford  PA  10041 

TBA:  Fall  Fling,  Providencetown  MA 

PO  Box  2283,  Woburn  MA  01888  (617)  891-9325 

TBA:  Fall  Harvest,  St.  Louis  MO 

PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis  MO  63117  (314)  358-0410 


NOVEMBER,  1996 

TBA:  Riverside  Gala  Weekend,  Erie  PA 

PO  Box  1571,  Erie  PA  16507 


FIRST  EVENT: 

Kicking  Off  The  New  Year  With  A Bang. 

First  Event  ’96  will  be  held  on  January  24  - 28,  1996  at 
the  Crowne  Plaza  in  Woburn.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  highlights: 

A pool  party  on  Thursday  evening  (break  out  those 
bikinis!) 

Alison  Laing,  the  new  director  of  IFGE,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  banquet.  She  will  also  be  one  of 
the  presenters. 

Jim  Bridges,  the  magician  of  makeovers  (be  sure  to 
book  an  appointment  early-Saturday  fills  up  fast!).  We 
will  have  three  other  fabulous  people  doing  makeovers 
as  well. 

Donna  Cognac,  fashion  consultant,  will  give  two  talks 
on  colors  and  accessorizing  and  will  be  available  for  in- 
dividual consultations  (TCNE  will  receive  a percentage 
of  the  proceeds). 

The  ever-elegant  Lady  Di  will  be  on  hand  to  hostess 
the  Fashion  Show. 

Carolann  Gillard,  “dressed  in  the  best”  of  Models  Re- 
sale in  Framingham,  will  supply  the  fashions 

Dr.  Sheila  Kirk  will  speak  on  hormones  and  general 
medical  issues  pertinent  to  TGs. 

Linda  DeFruscio  will  speak  on  electrolysis  and  skin 
care. 

Alicia  Carla  Longstreet  will  moderate  a transsexual 
workshop  on  Saturday  afternoon  with  a surprise  guest. 

The  S/O  support  program  for  Saturday  afternoon  plans 
to  have  a series  of  three  panel  workshops,  specifically 
designed  for  spouses  and  partners. 

There  will  be  also  be  a small  reception  from  4:30  PM 
to  6:00  PM  Saturday. 

A vendor  area  for  sales  and  displays.  This  could  in- 
clude a total  image  consulting  company  that  analyzes 
colors,  makeup,  wigs,  and  overall  look;  an  eyeglass  com- 
pany; someone  who  does  nails;  a voice  coach;  someone 
who  specializes  in  wig  care  and  styling,  and  others. 

Vernon's  will  have  a display  in  the  vendor  area. 

A photographer  to  be  present  to  take  fantasy  photo- 
graphs of  attendees  (price  to  be  determined). 

For  entertainment,  there  is  a local  performer,  often  seen 
at  Ken’s  Steakhouse  in  Natick,  with  a fabulous  voice  and 
a lot  of  interesting  ideas! 

For  those  who  simply  must  get  out  and  shop,  the 
Crowne  Plaza  is  located  less  than  15  minutes  from  the 
fabulous  Burlington  Mall  and  under  an  hour  from  Bos- 
ton and  many  other  favorite  shopping  spots. 

For  more  information,  call  The  Tiffany  Club  of  New 
England  at  (617)  891-9325,  or  write  us  at  P.O.  Box  2283, 
Woburn,  MA  01888-0483. 
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Especially  For  Me  Boutique 

A Unique  Boutique  for  the  crossdresser 
113  N.  First  Ave.  Upland fCa . 91786 
Phone  909-946-6251  Fax  909-946-5500 

Complete  Shopping  for  all  your  dressing  needs.  / 

fL  , | |>.  ^ Wigs:  A 

wk  ' BpWPjj iJt  Shoes  thru  sizes  15ww:  yy) 

irtM  Clothing : L y 

-iSP  Victorian  Corsets:  ^ 

f ^ Breast  Forms:  vr 

f Custom  Blend  Make-up:  ft) 

’ EH  I Make-up  Lessons:  . M 

r*''  Adu/t  Infantilism  Clothing:  H 

Pvc  & Leather:  ' 

_ . dBMflE^  JL  In  store  Shopping  Hours: 

thru  Saturday  9am  - 8 pm 
Sunday  1 pm  to  8 pm 

rinllv  For  Me  Mail  Order  Catalog  $12.00  All  Major  CC  Accepted 


<lHe 

feminine 

Mystique 


■ Complete  transformation  services 

■ Novices  through  advanced  welcome 

■ Unique  range  of  transformation  products 

■ NEW  Feminine  Mystique  self-help  videos 

The  experienced  women  of  The  Feminine 
Mystique  provide  a full  range  of  services  in 
our  discreet  facilities.  Teaching  is  our  focus  — 
guidance  & help  to  make  you  as  self-sufficient 
as  you’d  like.  Wardrobes  provided,  & advice  in 
developing  yours.  We  have  a unique  range  of 
transformation  products  for  you.  We  also  have 
wonderful  new  self-help  videos  that  show  our 
techniques,  for  you  to  use  in  your  own  home. 
We  have  fun,  & so  will  you! 


201  W.  Broad  St.,  Suite  166,  Falls  Church, 
VA  22046  — (202)686-4853 


by  Nancy  R.  Nangeroni 

They  came  to  the  nation’s  capital  from  all  over  the  US,  from 
t^e  hillsides  of  Seattle  to  the  urban  sprawl  of  Los  Angeles, 
from  the  backwoods  ofVermont  to  the  swamplands  of  Florida. 


^"e” well^ mTnec ted  church  goer  from-Kentucky,  the  charis- 
matic businessperson  from  San  Francisco,  the  artistic  de- 
sign engineer  from  Cambridge,  and  many  others.  They  rep- 
resented notiust  differe»H*k»es*attiw 
of  being.  Some  knew  each  other  as  friends,  while  many  wer^ 
strangers.  But  all  ninety  plus  had  gathered  in  Washington  for 
a common  purpose:  First  National  Gender  Lobbying  Day! 


These  were  not  exorbitantly  paid, 
professional  lobbyists  employed  by 
moneyed  commercial  concerns.  Nor 
were  they  the  earnest,  experienced 
staff  members  of  one  of  the  many 
lobbying  organizations  fighting  for 


social,  environmental,  or  other  righ- 
teous concerns.  Rather,  each  trans- 
gendered  person  or  supporter  there 
was  testimony  to  the  hopes  and 
dreams  of  a movement  just  awaken- 
ing. Each  had  given  up  several  days 
and  spent  hundreds  of  dollars  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  unprecedented  event. 
For  the  most  part,  they  were  people 
who  had  never  before  taken  a stand 
in  any  political  activity.  They  were 
stepping  outside  of  their  everyday 
lives  to  be  part  of  a bold  step  by  a 
community  which  has  historically 
been  among  the  most  closeted. 

The  event’s  organizers  had  done 
their  work  well:  At  a preparatory 
meeting,  each  lobbyist  was  handed 
a stack  of  information  packets.  Each 
packet  contained  the  name  of  a 
House  or  Senatorial  representative. 
There  was  one  packet  for  each  of 
the  435  Representatives  and  one  hun- 
dred Senators:  535  doors  to  be 
knocked  on,  535  hands  to  be  shaken, 
535  breaths  to  be  drawn  before  mus- 


[Plati  now  to  join  the  effort  to 
lobby  for  your  rights  in  Wash- 
ington next  year,  around  the 
last  weekend  of  September,  for 
the  Second  National  Gender 
Lobby  day,  when  you’ll  have  a 
chance  to  taste  your  own  politi- 
cal power.] 


Group  photo:  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


tering  resolve  and  entering  yet  an- 
other parlor  of  power. 

Each  packet  provided  all  the 
tools  participants  needed  to  speak 
with  confidence  to  that  representa- 
tive. These  tools  included  the  pro- 
posed Standards  and 
Policy  for  the  Impris- 
oned and  the  Interna- 
tional Bill  of  Gender 
Rights.  Each  TG  partici- 
pant in  attendance 
started  with  six  pack- 
ets, but  some  people 
ended  up  taking  as 
many  as  20. 

Monday  morning. 
The  First  National  Gen- 
der Lobbying  Day, 
dawned  bright,  clear 
and  warm,  perfect  for 
an  unauthorized  (there 
was  no  permit  for  it) 
press  conference  on 
the  south  lawn  of  the 
Capitol  Building.  In  at- 
tendance were  camera 
crews  from  CNN,  Fox,  Reuters,  20/ 
20,  and  more. 

“We  are  here  today  to  begin  the 
long  process  of  saying  a resounding 
‘NO!’  to  discrimination  and  violence 
based  simply  on  the  way  one  ex- 
presses their  gender,”  said  political 
activist,  Riki  Anne  Wilchins,  Trans- 
gender Menace  founder  and  one  of 
the  co-organizers  of  the  event,  ex- 
plaining the  group’s  purpose  right 
from  the  start. 

“We  are  here  to  destroy  stereo- 
types. To  allow  members  of  Congress 
to  see  our  faces,  and  see  that  we  are 
not  caricatures.  We  re  not  out  for 
special  rights,  other  than  if  special 
means  that  somebody  gets  extra  sen- 
sitivity training  on  a police  force,  so 
they  don’t  automatically  think  it’s  fair 
game  on  transgenders,”  attorney/ac- 
tivist  and  co-organizer,  Phyllis  Frye 
amplified. 

“We  hear  every  day  stories  of 
oppression  and  horror  and  murder 
that  are  so  torturous  that  we  just  have 
to  come  forward  and  say  that  we  can- 
not endure  this  any  longer,”  added 
James  Green,  director  of  FTM  Inter- 
national. 

Dawn  Wilson  shared  her  per- 
spective as  a TG  of  color.  “It  s hard 
enough  being  an  African-American 
in  this  country.  It's  very  hard  to  face 
the  hatred  every  day  because  of  your 
color.  But  try  one  more  time  to  face 
it  as  a transgendered  person.” 

Transgendered  Officers  Protect 


IFGE  Executive  director,  Alison  Laing,  Linda  Watson  & 
JoAnn  Roberts  call  on  Sen.  Orin  Hatch 


26  Transsender  _ 

° Tapestry 


and  Serve  (TOPS)  founder,  Deputy 
Sheriff  Tonye  Barreto-Neto,  under- 
scored the  determination  of  TGs  ev- 
erywhere to  end  discrimination 
against  all  their  sisters  and  brothers. 
“We  join  with  you  in  solidarity  this 
morning,  our  voices  and  the  tens  of 
thousands  we  represent,  I just  want 
to  say  to  you  America,  we  are  here, 
we  won’t  run,  and  we  won’t  hide.” 
During  a brief  question  and  an- 
swer period,  this  writer  briefly  took 
(elbowed  her  way  to)  the  podium 
and  summed  up  the  feelings  of  those 
present:  “This  is  not  about  getting 
weird.  This  is  about  just  being  our- 
selves, and  disconnecting  the  gen- 
der that  we  portray  to  the  world  from 
what’s  between  our  legs  and  what’s 
decided/orus  when  we’re  born.  It’s 
our  decision  to  make  for  our  lives, 
it’s  what  feels  comfortable  to  us,  not 

“I  could  never 
have  imagined 
being  in 
Washington, 
lobbying 
Congress, 
wearing  a 
dress. 

what’s  comfortable  for  the  world  for 
us.” 

By  this  time  D.C.  police  had  dis- 
covered the  unauthorized  nature  of 
the  conference  and  politely  asked  the 
group  to  disperse.  They  complied 
without  incident  and  set  to  work. 

It  took  two  days  for  the  small 
swarm  of  TG  lobbyists  to  find  each 
and  every  office.  In  those  two  days, 
Washington  was  not  turned  on  its  ear. 
The  halls  of  power  did  not  tremble 
at  the  advent  of  Gender  Day  Lobby. 
But  for  two  days,  they  did  echo  with 
the  voices  of  crossdressers,  trans- 
genderists  and  transsexuals.  For  two 
days,  it  was  not  at  all  unusual  to  see 
TGs  walking  the  halls  of  congress  and 
dining  in  the  congressional  cafete- 
rias. For  just  a little  while,  the  Hill 
was  full  of  open  transgenderism. 


Should  Cmlrem  Come  Cut! 


At  a recent  gathering  of  the  TG  com- 
munity, a highly-regarded  mental 
health  professional  advised  against 
coming  out  to  loved  ones.  I strongly 
believe  that  this  advice  and  the  rea- 
soning behind  it  is  not  only  unsound 
but  actually  undermines  our  ability 
to  effect  positive  change  at  both  per- 
sonal and  societal  levels. 

Whether  positive  change  is  to 
be  brought  about  on  personal  or  so- 
cietal levels,  positive  self-esteem  is 
requisite.  Without  self-esteem,  you 
don't  feel  like  facing  yourself  in  the 
mirror,  let  alone  facing  life’s  chal- 
lenges. And,  as  members  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  TG  community,  in 
addition  to  life’s  everyday  challenges 
we  have  special  challenges  to  face. 
We  have  the  right  to  expect  assis- 
tance from  our  mental  health  experts 
in  doing  so. 

This  well  enough-intended  pro- 
fessional seemed  unable  to  under- 
stand why  we  would  want  to  come 
out.  He  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that 
since  even  our  loved  ones  are  un- 
likely to  understand,  coming  out 


by  Michelle  LeFree 

would  only  result  in  great  disappoint- 
ment and  pain. 

The  answer  to  the  question  why 
we  feel  the  need  to  come  out  at  least 
to  loved  ones  is  actually  quite  simple- 
— letting  our  innermost  selves  be 
known  to  our  loved  ones  rather  than 
“living  a lie”  is  a basic  component  of 
being  a whole,  healthy  person. 

The  reasons  for  coming  out  be- 
yond the  immediate  sphere  of  our 
loved  ones  are  more  complex  and 
have  perhaps  farther  reaching  rami- 
fications. First,  let  me  address  the  is- 
sues surrounding  coming  out  to  loved 
ones. 

I am  a M2F  transsexual  parent 
of  two  pre-teen  children,  an  ex-hus- 
band,  a son,  and  the  eldest  of  four 
brothers.  I was  completely  closeted 


for  over  forty  years,  and  more  re- 
cently had  a positive  coming  out,  so 
I speak  from  direct  personal  experi- 
ence. As  someone  who  spent  many 
years  in  the  closet,  I know  the 
unrelenting  burden  of  feeling 
that  I had  something  to  hide  at 
any  cost,  even  from  those  clos- 
est to  me.  I have  suffered  the  per- 
sonal consequences  of  the  terrible 
feelings  of  inadequacy,  guilt,  and 
shame  this  secrecy  caused.  And,  I am 
all  too  familiar  with  the  toll  that  de- 
cades of  living  a fragmented,  almost 
schizophrenic  existence  can  take.  The 
omnipresent  feeling  that  I was  tainted 
in  some  way  hampered  my  personal 
growth,  caused  me  to  distance  my- 
self from  my  loved  ones,  and  crippled 
me  socially  and  emotionally  from  a 
very  early  age.  All  rather  high  prices 
to  pay  — and  for  what? 

For  me,  the  only  avenue  toward 
overcoming  my  negative  self-image 
was  through  the  incredible  joy  of  re- 
alizing that  I am  really  and  truly  okay 
after  all!  I achieved  this  self  accep- 

Continued  on  Page  30 


Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  to  live  in  a 
world  without  wars,  without  discrimi- 
nation, and  without  prejudice  against 
individuals  who  may  be  a little  dif- 
ferent? Unfortunately,  we  do  not 
live  in  such  a world.  That’s  why 
there  is  no  simple  answer  to  the 
question:  Should  you  reveal  your 
crossdressing  to  your  relatives, 
close  friends,  and  fellow  employees? 
Or  what  the  best  approach  is  to  tell- 
ing them  about  it?  Some  will  choose 
to  share  this  information.  But  others 
will  choose  to  be  more  cautious, 
aware  that  discrimination  and  preju- 
dice still  exist. 

As  we  all  know,  the  issues  of 
who  to  tell  and  what  to  tell  are  very 
different  for  a periodic  crossdresser 
compared  to  a transsexual.  I have 
specialized  in  studying  CDs,  and  most 
of  my  presentations  and  writing  over 
the  years  have  been  about  them. 
Recently,  there  has  been  some  con- 
fusion about  whether  I believe  all 
CDs  should  hide  their  crossdressing 
from  their  families,  and  that  if  they 
do  choose  to  come  out,  they  should 
do  this  as  a “confession.”  This  is  not 


an  impression  I have  ever  meant  to 
convey,  and  this  is  not  what  I be- 
lieve. 

When  a person  feels  guilt, 
whether  deserved  or  not,  it  would 
not  be  surprising  if  the  disclosure  of 
their  “problem”  came  across,  in  part, 
as  a confession.  But  in  describing  this, 
I am  certainly  not  saying  that  any- 
one ought  to  feel  guilt,  or  that  they 
ought  to  “confess,”  or  that  they  ought 
to  be  pleading  for  mercy.  These  are 
not  my  attitudes  or  my  words. 

At  one  time  or  another,  almost 
all  CDs  feel  different  or  apart  from 
others  because  of  their  interests. 
While  crossdressing  can  be  a source 
of  pride  and  a positive  growth  expe- 
rience, it  is  also  common  to  hear  per- 
sonal histories  which  include  feelings 


of  guilt,  shame,  or  humiliation. 

What  do  you  think  are  the  most 
typical  feelings  of  waves  upon  learn- 
ing of  their  husbands’  interest  in 
crossdressing?  De- 
light? Disgust?  Con- 
fusion? Shock?  An- 
ger? Fear?  Resent- 
ment? Curiosity? 
Betrayal?  Amazement?  Fve  heard  all 
of  these  words  and  many  others  from 
wives  of  CDs.  Talk  this  over  candidly 
with  a fewr  waves  and  you'll  quickly 
get  a reality  check.  Here’s  the  point: 
For  a topic  as  emotionally  loaded  as 
crossdressing,  you  might  have  to  ex- 
pect something  less  than  unqualified 
approval  of  your  behavior. 

Keep  in  mind  that  it  is  not 
“mental  health  professionals”  or 
wives  who  have  made  crossdressing 
a troubling  topic;  it  is  our  society. 
Our  society  seems  to  look  upon 
crossdressing  with  considerable  cu- 
riosity and  fascination,  but  also  with 
anxiety  and  conflict  when  it  turns  up 
within  the  family  circle.  Let’s  hope 
that’s  not  your  experience,  but  it  has 
Continued  On  Page  30 


by  Richard  F.  Docter,  Ph.D. 
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Ravel's  Bolero  played  on  the  stereo,  and  Dick  reclined  on  the  couch,  studying  his 
image  in  the  mirror. 

The  satin  dress  was  tight  around  his  breasts,  showing  voluptuous  cleavage, 
and  in  his  mind  the  chest  hair  didn 't  show  at  all.  He  threw  his  head  back,  and 
the  beads  laced  in  golden  cornrows  clattered  around  his  hecwily  madeup  eyes. 
Dick  moaned  as  he  rubbed  his  stockinged  legs  together,  moaned  at  the  sensuous 
feeling  and  the  image  of  the  glamorous  woman  he  saw  in  the  m irror.  As  the 
music  swelled,  his  hand  slipped  under  his  skin  and  he  was  carried  away  in  his 
reverie  until  the  Bolero  abruptly  stopped. 


"Oh!  My  God!”  screamed  his  wife. 
"What  the  hell  are  you  doing  dressed 
like  that!  Oh  my  God!  What  are  you? 
Some  kind  of  pervert?” 

“You  were  out  for  the  afternoon, 
and  I,  I,  I...”  he  stam- 
mered. 

Her  eyes  turned  to 
the  open  suitcase  on 
the  floor,  bright  linge- 
rie and  clothes  spilling 
out  of  it.  “What  is  this 
stuff!  Look  at  this  junk!” 

The  toe  of  her  high  heel 
picked  out  lacy  garter 
belts  and  glittery  mini- 
skirts, while  the  look  o 
revulsion  on  her  face 
filled  the  room. 

Dick  looked  into 
her  face  and  saw  the 
face  of  his  mother 
when  she  found  the 
cache  of  bras  and  pant- 
ies purloined  from  the 
laundry  room.  “You 
little  sicko!  Are  my  bras 
too  tight  for  you?  What 
are  you  doing  with  this 
crap?”  The  priest  had  talked  to  him 
about  “unnatural  urges,”  and  Dick 
knew  he  had  to  hide. 

He  never  told  his  wife  about  his 


urges,  keeping  his  wardrobe  hidden 
in  the  basement — but  now,  it  was  all 
out  in  the  open.  He  gasped,  “Ah,  it 
was  just  this  one  time!  I mean  it  re- 
ally, I’ll  never  do  it  again!  I’ll  get 
help!” 

“You  need 
help!  You’ve  vio- 
lated everything 
that’s  sacred!  Imag- 
ine if  the  children 
came  in  and  saw  you 
like  this!  Imagine 
what  people  would 
think,  how  they 
would  treat  you!” 
she  cried. 

Dick  looked  in 
the  mirror,  and 
where  the  beautiful 
woman  had  been 
just  a few  moments 
ago  sat  a clown  with 
outsized  breasts, 
smeared  makeup, 
and  cheap  rumpled 
clothing.  He  felt  the 
shame  of  his  forty 
years  weigh  down 
on  him,  felt  all  the  insults  and  fear, 
felt  the  awesome  pain  he  had  learned 
to  hide  so  well. 

"I  want  you  out  of  here!  I’m  leav- 


ing, and  I want  you  and  all  your  filthy 
clothing  out  of  the  house!  I won’t 
have  any  problem  getting  a divorce 
with  this  to  show!”  She  stormed  out 
of  the  room. 

Dick  began  to  sob,  the  tears 
rolling  black  down  his  rouged 
cheeks.  His  life  was  over.  He  began 
to  gasp,  and  his  eyes  flew  open. 

He  rolled  over  and  looked  at 
the  clock.  4:30AM.  He  reached,  and 
his  wife  was  warm  next  to  him.  Only 
a dream.  Saved  again. 

“Can't  sleep,  honey?”  his  wife 
asked. 

“Only  a dream,”  Dick  replied. 
“I’m  going  to  get  a glass  of  water,” 
he  said,  as  he  got  up  to  check  and 
make  sure  the  suitcase  was  safely  hid- 
den behind  the  secret  panel  he  had 
built  in  the  back  of  the  biggest,  dark- 
est closet  he  could  find.  He  had  to 
make  sure  she  didn’t  find  out. 

As  Dick  padded  down  stairs,  his 
wife,  awake,  pulled  out  her  journal. 
“Dick  had  the  dream  again,”  she 
wrote.  “If  only  I knew  what  was  trou- 
bling him  so  much,  but  he  cuts  me 
out  at  every  turn.  I love  him  so  much, 
but  I just  don’t  know  how  much  more 
of  this  tension  and  secrecy  I can 
stand...”  Q 
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tance  in  no  small  part  due  to 
Transgender  Tapestry , a good  mea- 
sure of  skillful  and  caring  counsel- 
ing, and  direct  participation  in  the 
TG  community.  The  inner  peace  of 
finally  feeling  good  about  myself  was 
the  only  thing  which  gave  me  the 
resolve  and  emotional  fuel  to  come 
out  to  my  loved  ones  at  all,  let  alone 
with  a positive  result. 

If  you  feel  tainted,  you  feel  that 
you  are  a sub-standard  person,  and 
you  want  to  hide.  Only  through  the 
belief  that  you  are  a whole,  valuable 
person  can  come  the  desire  and  abil- 
ity to  announce  who  you  'are  with 
pride  and  dignity.  And  I can  scarcely 
describe  the  personal  benefits  of  cast- 
ing away  my  self-imposed  bondage 
through  coming  out  to  my  loved 
ones.  My  only  regret  is  that  it  took 
me  forty7  plus  years  to  get  to  this  place 
in  my  personal  growth. 

That  a mental  health  profes- 
sional, particularly  one  who  has  a 
long-standing  record  of  advocacy  for 
the  TG  Community,  would  advise 
against  reaping  the  manifold  benefits 
of  coming  out  to  loved  ones  causes 
me  great  difficulty.  One  possible  ex- 


planation is  simply  a lack  of  under- 
standing of  the  personal  toll  of  what 
amounts  to  systematically  lying  to  our 
loved  ones.  Another  is  the  potential 
that  any  particular  mental  health  pro- 
fessional may  have  been  conditioned 
by  training  and/or  experience  to 
think  of  “gender  dysphoria”  as  an 
“abnormal”  mental  state  and 
crossdressing  (including  all  of  the 
variations  therein)  as  “abnormal”  be- 
havior, which  it  is  not.  More  likely  is 
the  possibility  that  this  person's  ap- 
parently negative  cumulative  expe- 
rience with  coming  out  is  so  because 
it  is  based  largely  on  individuals  who 
shared  poor  self-esteem. 

The  truth  is  that  most  of  us  who 
exhibit  cross  gender  behavior  have 
suffered  undo  mental  anguish  be- 
cause of  the  feelings  of  guilt  and 
shame  that  our  rigid  society  has  in 
one  way  or  another  imparted  to  us. 
Paradoxically,  remaining  closeted 
perpetuates  these  feelings  of  guilt  and 
shame  on  a personal  level  and  pro- 
motes this  kind  of  ongoing  lack  of 
understanding  on  a more  global 
scale. 

The  greater  issue  at  hand  is  that 
of  coming  out  on  a larger  scale.  The 
fact  that  a mental  health  professional 
who  specializes  in  TG  issues  could 


sustain  such  a misconception  regard- 
ing coming  out  to  loved  ones  is,  in 
itself,  sufficient  evidence  as  to  why 
we  must  come  out  in  large  scale.  The 
magnitude  of  the  lack  of  understand- 
ing about  the  TG  Community 
throughout  society  in  general  is 
unarguably  greater  than  that  of  this 
expert.  We  clearly  need  to  begin  by 
enlightening  the  mental  health  ex- 
perts who  have  expressed  an  inter- 
est in  our  community. 

But,  how  can  we  enlighten  other 
members  of  society?  There  is  only 
one  way.  Coming  out  is  not  for  ev- 
eryone, but  those  of  us  who  are  will- 
ing and  able  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  as  healthy,  happy,  well-ad- 
justed, and  well-established  mem- 
bers of,  not  only  the  TG  community, 
but  of  our  society  in  general  must  do 
so.  The  unfortunate  alternative  is  to 
continue  to  allow  the  talk-show  cir- 
cuit to  define  us  in  the  eyes  of  soci- 
ety. But,  if  societal  change  is  to  be 
our  goal,  coming  out  of  the  closet  is 
necessary.  Coming  out  to  loved  ones 
is  therefore  the  first  step  in  the  se- 
quence of  events  which  must  take 
place  if  there  is  to  be  any  hope  for 
our  full  and  honest  representation  in 
society. 
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certainly  been  the  experience  of 
some. 

One  difficulty  in  reaching  out 
to  neighbors,  friends,  and  co-work- 
ers is  that  once  you've  spilled  the 
beans,  you  have  no  guarantee  that 
the  other  person  will  encourage  a 
thorough  discussion  of  what  you  are 
attempting  to  get  across.  Some  indi- 
viduals might  think  they  are  protect- 
ing your  feelings  by  not  discussing 
such  a hot  topic.  This  is  the  kind  of 
unforeseen  risk  that  needs  to  be  con- 
sidered before  you  share  your  “gift” 
with  too  many  others. 

You  may  want  to  be  especially 
cautious  at  your  work  because  most 
employers  do  not  have  the  same  rea- 
sons to  be  tolerant  and  understand- 
ing toward  you  as  do  your  loved 
ones.  If  you  have  any  doubt  about 
this,  please  consider  the  continuing 
examples  of  unfair  treatment  ac- 
corded some  CDs  in  the  workplace. 
Yes,  much  progress  has  been  made, 
but  there  is  a long  way  to  go. 

Even  more  troubling  is  the  fact 
that  periodic  crossdressers  are  the 
targets  of  major  discrimination  within 


our  society.  Consider,  for  example, 
the  many  stories  of  CDs  summarily 
dismissed  from  the  military  regard- 
less of  a history  of  exemplary  job 
performance. 

Nearly  everyone  agrees  that 
honesty  is  the  best  policy  among  rela- 
tives and  close  friends.  But  each  CD 
will  have  to  look  at  his  own  situa- 
tion before  deciding  what  to  say  and 
to  whom.  For  example,  the  entire 
topic  of  coming  out  to  children  re- 
mains highly  controversial.  And  there 
is  obviously  no  one  best  way  to  ex- 
plain yourself  to  any  loved  one. 

More  than  anything  else,  CDs 
seek  to  be  understood.  To  feel  an- 
other person  understands  you  and  is 
actively  attempting  to  hear  your  story 
and  to  appreciate  your  feelings  is  a 
very  basic  human  need.  We  like  the 
sense  of  support  and  family-like 
warmth  that  accompanies  frank  dis- 
cussion of  whatever  is  on  our  mind. 
Therefore,  sharing  your  “gift"  with 
loved  ones  can  often  be  helpful,  even 
if  the  road  to  “acceptance”  is  longer 
and  more  difficult  than  originally 
expected.  Perhaps  this  is  why  over 
80%  of  Virginia  Prince’s  surveyed 
crossdressers  say  their  wives  now 


know  of  their  crossdressing,  while 
only  about  one-third  revealed  this 
prior  to  marriage. 

Yes,  it  often  helps  to  talk  about 
topics  that  are  tinged  with  conflict 
and  tension,  but  each  crossdresser’s 
situation  is  a bit  different.  Most  of  us 
have  many  boundaries  of  truth  and 
full  disclosure  when  it  comes  to  re- 
vealing the  secrets  of  our  lives.  There 
is  nothing  unhealthy  about  this. 

One  way  to  think  of  the  tasks 
of  “managing”  the  information  flow 
we  transmit  to  others  is  by  using  the 
analogy  of  compartments.  By  “com- 
partmentalizing” information,  we  can 
pick  and  choose  what  to  reveal  to 
whom,  when,  and  within  what  con- 
text. I assume  we  all  do  some  of  this, 
because  “total  honesty”  is  virtually 
impossible,  even  if  we  have  such  a 
noble  goal. 

Due  to  societal  prejudice  the 
subject  of  crossdressing  is  a highly 
charged  subject  for  most  people,  and 
in  many  cases  great  harm  can  result 
from  disclosing  it  to  the  wrong  per- 
son or  at  the  wrong  time.  Sometimes, 
too,  people  are  driven  by  their  own 

Continued  on  page  42. 
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THE  UNQUENCHABLE  FEM 

Rachel  Pollack 

interviewed  by  Davina  Anne  Gabriel 

Over  the  last  three  decades , Rachel  Pollack,  has  achieved  almost  legendary  status  in  the  TG  community. 
From  the  original  Stonewall  police  riot,  where  she  was  among  those  singled  out  for  assault,  to  the  New  Women ’s 
Conference,  a gathering  of M2F post-operatives  transsexuals  (which  was  decried  by  activists  for  its  supposed  policy  of 
excluding  pre-ops),  Ms.  Pollack  has  displayed  a talent  for  attracting  enemy  fire.  A maverick  lesbian-feminist,  who 
determinedly  refuses  to  label,  condemn,  or  judge  others  of  any  gender  or  gender-orientation,  Rachel  has  continually 
generated  controversy  for  expressing  her  own  unique  views  of  sexuality,  the  TG  community,  lesbians  and  other  vital 
issues. 

None  of  this  has  kept  her  from  becoming  a triple-threat  writer  who  has  produced  critically-acclaimed  work 
about  the  tarot,  award-winning  science-fiction  novels,  and  breakthrough  comic  book  stories  about  “ Coagula  ”,  the 
world's  first  transsexual  superheroine . In  short,  Rachel  Pollack  is  just  your  typical  transgendered  person,  doing  what 
she  does  for  a living,  and  bringing  all  the  additional  perspectives  and  sensibilities  of  a TG  person  to  that  endeavor. 

In  this  issue  we  present  the  highlights  of  an  exhaustive  interview  with  Ms.  Pollack  conducted for  TransSisters 
magazine  by  its  editor,  Davina  Anne  Gabriel.  Rachel  Pollack  shares  insights  into  her  writing,  transsexulity,  what  it 
means  to  identify  as  female,  ” surgery-on-demand,  TS  feminism,  and  other  vital  subjects.  The  full  text  of  the  inter- 
view appears  in  the  Summer  1995  issue  of  TransSisters,  the  Journal  of  Transsexual  Feminism,  one  of  the  leading, 
and  most  absorbing,  publications  in  the  TG  field. 


TRANSGENDER:  When  did  you 
go  through  transition? 

RACHEL:  I came  out  in  1971. 1 say 
“came  out”  because  I didn’t  do  the 
standard  transition.  I just  jumped  in 
and  declared  myself  as  who  1 was, 
and  started  doing  it.  That  was  in  1971 
and  I had  surgery  in  76. 
TRANSGENDER:  What  was  it 
like  transitioning  at  that  time? 
RACHEL:  It  was  very  exciting. 
This  was  the  time  of  gay  liberation, 
and  that  provided  me  with  my 
model  of  just  being  out  there,  noth- 
ing held  back,  being  totally  open. 
On  the  other  hand,  I would  have 
to  say  that  within  the  transsexual 
community  there  was  a kind  of  in- 
comprehension about  what  I was 
doing.  The  whole  attitude  [in  the 
community]  was  entirely  one  of 
passing  and  of  hiding  who  you  are, 
and  so  my  not  making  any  effort 
whatsoever  to  pass  was  very  con- 
fusing [to  them]. 

TRANSGENDER:  This  was  be 
fore  you  decided  to  have  surgery? 
RACHEL:  Right;  surgery  was  not 
my  goal.  I suppose  that  if  I had  had 
all  the  information  then  that  I have 
now,  I would  have  thought  of  my- 
self as  a transgenderist.  But  1 didn’t 
have  that  expression. 
TRANSGENDER:  You  lived  as  a 
woman  for  several  years  before  de- 
ciding to  undergo  surgery.  If  you  felt 
that  you  didn’t  need  it  during  the  time 
you  were  living  as  a woman,  what 


made  you  decide  that  you  needed  to 
undergo  surgery? 

RACHEL:  It  was  just  feeling  that  I 
was  ready  for  that  change  in  my  con- 
sciousness. It  just  seemed  to  me  that 
who  I was  and  the  life  I was  living, 
that  it  was  no  longer  appropriate — 
and  that’s  the  only  word  I can  think 
of — to  not  have  surgery.  There  cer- 
tainly were  societal  issues  as  well.  I 


D.A.  GabrieKI.)  and  Rachel  Pollack  (r.) 


was  feeling  like  I didn’t  want  to  be 
such  an  outsider  and  so  marginal 
anymore.  But  that’s  not  meant  as  a 
characterization  of  people  who  don’t 
have  surgery.  One  of  the  things  that 
persuaded  me  I didn’t  want  to  be  in 


that  situation  was  that  one  of  the 
people  I know  from  a support  group 
lived  for  about  thirty  years  very  suc- 
cessfully as  a woman.  Then  she  got 
cancer  and  the  hospital  put  her  in  a 
men’s  ward;  and  she  said  that  she 
was  ready  to  die  as  soon  as  possible 
because  she  was  in  that  situation.  I 
was  very  shaken  by  that.  I was  also 
disturbed  by  the  fact  that  if  I hap- 
pened to  get  arrested  for  some  rea- 
son or  other,  I could  go  to  a men's 
prison.  So  to  some  extent,  it  was  for 
reasons  of  safety,  but  I would  have 
never  done  it  just  for  those  reasons. 
TRANSGENDER:  What  are  some 
of  the  differences  between  tran- 
sitioning in  Europe  and  transitioning 
in  the  United  States? 

RACHEL:  It  varies  greatly  from 
country  to  country.  When  I went  to 
the  Council  of  Europe — which  was 
about  transsexuals  and  medicine  and 
the  law — a couple  of  years  ago,  it 
was  very  clear  that  France,  for  in- 
stance, was  a very  difficult  place; 
and  in  England  it  depended  prima- 
rily on  who  your  doctor  was.  Ger- 
many was  very  good  and  Holland 
was  the  most  progressive.  One  in- 
teresting difference,  however,  is  that 
there’s  not  as  much  shopping  around 
for  surgeons  as  you  have  here  be- 
cause there  often  will  be  a govern- 
ment health  insurance  funded  pro- 
gram, so  you  don’t  necessarily  have 
as  many  options.  There  is  not  that 
informed  consent  approach  that  you 
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have  in  this  country.  But  then,  we 
also  have  fewer  obstacles,  and  can 
usually  get  it  on  national  insurance. 
TRANSGENDER:  You've  stated 
that  sometimes,  when  you  have 
brought  up  the  subject  of  your  own 
transsexuality,  women  friends  of 
yours  have  said  something  like,  “Why 
do  you  want  to  bring  that  up?  That’s 
all  in  the  past.  You’re  a woman  now. 
Why  do  you  want  to  remind  people 
you  were  ever  anything  else?”  What 
do  you  tell  them  when  they  ask  such 
questions? 

RACHEL:  1 say  that  it’s  just  part  of 
my  life  history.  It’s  part  of  who  I am, 
and  I don't  wish  to  have  to  make 
such  separations  or  to  have  to  sup- 
press the  feelings  or  the  thoughts  that 
come  into  my  mind.  I will  also  point 
out  to  them  that,  if  they’re  white  and 
they  have  women  friends  who  are 
black,  they  would  not  expect  them 
to  never  mention  being  black,  or 
other  kinds  of  side  issues  to  being  a 
woman. 

TRANSGENDER:  In  your  essay 
“Secrets,”  you  recount  another  trans- 
sexual lesbian  telling  you  that  she 
thought  that  lesbianism  is  inevitable 
for  transsexual  women,  and  that  you 
interpreted  this  to  mean  “Such  an  in- 
tense celebration  of  femaleness 
would  open  to  sexual  love  in  any 
woman  who  allowed  herself  the  pos- 
sibility.” What  is  your  opinion  on  this? 
RACHEL:  I’m  not  sure  I agree  with 
her.  In  general,  I don't  think  that 
people  are  quite  as  fluid  in  their 
sexual  preferences  as  some  people 
say.  I think  a lot  more  people  have 
bisexual  possibilities  than  allow 
themselves,  but  I also  think  there  are 
some  people  who  are  clearly  homo- 
sexual or  clearly  heterosexual,  and 
really  don't  have  much  interest  in  the 
other.  So  I wouldn’t  quite  agree  with 
her.  But  I do  agree  to  the  extent  that 
I think  that  a lot  more  women  will 
find  themselves  moving  in  that  di- 
rection simply  because  of  the  inten- 
sity and  the  focus  on  being  a woman 
and  on  women's  bodies  and  the  cel- 
ebration of  it. 

TRANSGENDER:  There  has  been 
a tremendous  upsurge  in  interest  in 
transsexuality  and  transgenderisim 
within  the  last  few  years.  To  what 
do  you  attribute  this? 

RACHEL:  It’s  what  I call  critical 
mass.  There’s  enough  of  us  now,  and 
that  has  two  effects.  One,  it  means 
that  other  people  are  taking  more 
notice  because  a lot  more  people  will 
encounter  transsexuals.  The  other 


thing  is  that  there  are  now  enough 
people  who  can  speak  and  write 
about  it  in  such  a way  that  other 
people  will  take  notice  and  will  think 
about  it  more  deeply  than  they  might 
have  otherwise.  Plus,  talk  shows  have 
been  tremendously  important  in  get- 
ting people’s  minds  focused  on  the 
subject. 

TRANSGENDER:  Your  novels 
Unquenchable  Fire  and  Temporary 
Agency  both  take  place  in  a future 
time  following  a spiritual  revolution. 
What  is  most  striking  about  this  time 
was  that  despite  its  acknowledgment 
and  emphasis  on  spirituality,  it  re- 
ally wasn’t  all  that  different  from  con- 
temporary America.  There  is  still  a 
great  deal  of  things  like  corruption, 
deceit  and  jealousy  in  the  world.  That 
seems  like  a fairly  pessimistic  assess- 
ment of  human  nature. 

RACHEL:  Perhaps,  but  only  if  we 
equate  spirituality  with  goodness. 
There’s  a passage  in  Unquenchable 
Fire  in  which  a woman  has  a vision 
of  the  revolution  before  it  happens, 
and  she  wants  to  make  it  happen  so 
that  it  will  end  suffering,  but  she  dies 
before  the  revolution  comes.  Then 
the  Founders  [of  the  Revolution]  ap- 
pear to  her  and  say,  “When  we  come, 
it  will  not  be  to  end  suffering.  It  will 
be  for  something  else.”  And  that 
something  turns  out  to  be  ecstasy. 
So  it’s  pessimistic  in  the  sense  that 
it’s  saying  suffering  is  a given:  to  be 
human  is  to  suffer.  But  there’s  also 
the  possibility  of  ecstatic  transport 
through  spirituality,  through  myth, 
through  art,  through  stories. 
TRANSGENDER:  In  those  two 
novels,  there  are  characters  called 
"bright  beings.”  In  Temporary  Agency 
you  describe  a male  and  female  pair 
of  bright  beings  as  possibly  being  a 
single  entity  “who  appeared  in  two 
forms  because  of  humanity’s  expec- 
tation of  gender.”  This  would  seem 
to  suggest  to  me  that  you  regard  gen- 
der as  something  that  does  not  exist 
on  a spiritual  plane,  that  it  is  just  an 
illusion  of  the  physical  plane.  Is  this 
a correct  interpretation? 

RACHEL:  It’s  more  of  a case  that 
gender  is  one  of  the  privileges  of  be- 
ing human,  It’s  one  of  the  things  that, 
if  there  were  pure  spirit  beings  like 
angels,  they  would  lack. 
TRANSGENDER:  Sexual  expres- 
sion and  sexual  ecstasy  seem  to  be 
prominent  themes  in  both  Unquench- 
able Fire  And  Temporary  Agency,  but 
you  seem  to  be  presenting  very  con- 
tradictory messages  about  them.  On 


the  one  hand,  you  portray  them  as 
liberating.  But  you  also  portray  them 
as  something  that  is,  at  least  poten- 
tially, all-consuming  and  destructive. 
In  fact,  at  one  point  in  the  novel  you 
describe  them  as  a “distorted  vision 
of  human  liberation.”  Is  this  an  ac- 
curate reading  of  what  you’re  saying 
there? 

RACHEL:  The  idea  expressed  in 
that  book — and  I’m  not  sure  that  it’s 
actually  my  own  idea,  frankly,  books 
often  take  on  lives  of  their  own — is 
that  sex  that  is  done  simply  for  the 
sake  of  sensation,  of  seeing  how  far 
one  can  take  pure  sensation,  can  be 
very  destructive.  But  also  that  sex  is 
liberating  when  it  is  aligned  to  an 
expression  of  emotion.  I’m  not  sure 
that  I would  agree  with  that  person- 
ally, but  that’s  the  idea  that  emerges 
in  the  book. 

TRANSGENDER:  There  are  sev- 
eral other  professional  science-fiction 
writers  who  are  transsexuals.  Why  do 
you  think  this  is  the  case? 
RACHEL:  I would  guess  that  it  has 
to  do  with  being  drawn  to  alterna- 
tive realities,  because  we’re  already 
living  in  an  alternative  reality.  So  it’s 
not  that  hard  to  think  of  others,  and 
to  be  excited  by  the  possibility  of 
them. 

TRANSGENDER:  You’re  the  cre- 
ator of  the  world’s  first,  and  to  my 
knowledge,  only  transsexual  lesbian 
superhero,  Kate  Godwin  (aka  Co- 
agula),  whom  you  created  for  the 
comic  book  Doom  Patrol.  What  gave 
you  the  idea? 

RACHEL:  I wanted  to  use  the 
comic  to  explore  transsexual  issues, 
and  I wanted  to  create  a role  model 
for  transsexual  people.  It  also  just 
seemed  logical  because  the  previous 
version  of  the  comic  had  a hermaph- 
roditic character  who  was  used  to 
explore  issues  of  transvestism  and  fe- 
tishistic  crossdressing  as  well  as  of 
alchemy.  In  fact,  Kate  got  her  pow- 
ers from  having  sex  with  that  char- 
acter, and  her  powers  to  coagulate 
and  dissolve  are  alchemical  powers. 
TRANSGENDER:  What  did  D.C. 
Comics  think  about  the  idea  of  hav- 
ing a transsexual  lesbian  superhero 
in  one  of  its  comics? 

RACHEL:  They  didn't  really  have 
that  much  of  a reaction.  Kate  was  a 
popular  character  among  the  people 
who  were  involved  in  the  editorial 
part,  but  I didn’t  hear  anything  from 
the  company  about  it  one  way  or  the 
other. 

TRANSGENDER:  I've  always  had 
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the  impression  that  comic  book  writ- 
ing is  a very  male-dominated  pro- 
fession; so, did  you  have  any  difficulty 
breaking  into  that  profession? 
RACHEL:  I didn’t  have  to  break 
into  it  in  the  normal  way  of  having 
to  submit  my  stuff  blind  and  having 
to  go  through  the  system.  I met  the 
editor  of  Doom  Patrol  at  a party  and 
we  got  to  talking,  and  he  said  that 
the  current  writer  was  leaving,  and  I 
said  that  that  was  a comic  that  I would 
be  interested  in  writing.  So.  he  read 
some  of  my  stores  and  called  me  up 
and  said,  "Why  don’t  you  do  a sample 
script  for  us?”  He  liked  my  sample 
and  hired  me.  I didn’t  exactly  have 
to  force  my  way  through  the  male- 
dominated  system. 
TRANSGENDER:  Kate  obtains 
her  power  from  a being  who  is  both 
male  and  female.  Are  you  making  a 
commentary  here  about  the  need  for 
transsexuals  to  acknowledge  and  in- 
tegrate both  the  male  and  female  as- 
pects in  order  to  achieve  their  full 
potential  and  greatest  power? 
RACHEL:  Actually,  to  be  honest, 
no.  It  was  just  a plot  device  to  be 
able  to  carry  stuff  over  from  the  pre- 
vious incarnation  of  the  series,  to 
have  a cameo  appearance  of  that 
character.  What  I was  doing,  though, 
was  suggesting  that  there  is  that  al- 
chemical kind  of  process  involved — 
of  the  breaking  down  of  an  old  iden- 
tity and  the  creation  of  a new  one. 
Where  the  issue  that  you’re  raising 
did  come  in  was  later  when  Kate  and 
Cliff,  the  robot  man — who  is  very 
masculine  in  his  manner  and  very 
rigid  in  his  male  identity — have  to 
merge,  to  become  one  person.  I think 
that’s  where  the  issue  of  male  and 
female  identities  making  a whole 
person  comes  in,  and  also  for  Kate, 
as  well  as  for  Cliff,  the  issue  of  being 
willing  to  give  up  any  rigidity  to 
claims  of  who  we  are. 
TRANSGENDER:  Did  you  en- 
counter any  resistance  from  D.C. 
Comics  to  the  transsexual  and  femi- 
nist content  in  your  stories? 
RACHEL:  Not  from  D.C.  Comics, 
but  I certainly  encountered  resistance 
from  some  readers,  especially  about 
the  feminism.  A lot  of  them  felt  that 
it  was  heavy-handed.  There  was  no 
outright  hostility  to  the  transsexual 
character.  There  was  a kind  of  un- 
derlying feeling  from  some  readers 
about  the  whole  comic  being  weird 
just  for  the  sake  of  weirdness.  But 
many  readers  were  very  interested 
in  the  transsexual  character. 


TRANSGENDER:  Is  Kate  based 
on  any  real  person  you  know,  or 
based  on  any  actual  experiences  of 
your  own  or  others? 

RACHEL:  She  was  pretty  much 
based  on  a conglomeration  of 
people.  Her  profession  of  prostitute 
and  her  computer  power  were  de- 
liberately chosen  from  the  main  oc- 
cupations of  transsexual  women.  She 
was  inspired  by  a number  of  people 
I know,  including  myself,  but  I pretty 
much  felt  that  she  was  her  own  per- 
son. 

TRANSGENDER:  The  one  criti- 
cism I have  of  Kate  is  that  she  is  too 
idealized,  that  she  is  too  indistinguish- 
able from  nontranssexual  women, 
and  that  seems  to  me  to  be  a stan- 
dard of  physical  perfection  that  very 
few  transsexual  women  are  actually 
able  to  achieve.  Why  didn’t  you  make 
Kate  somewhat  more  sexually  am- 
biguous, the  way  that  most  trans- 
sexual women  are? 

RACHEL:  It  wasn't  up  to  me.  I gave 
directions  that  she  should  be  more 
androgynous,  and  the  first  artist  just 
ignored  that.  One  of  the  problems 
that  comics  have,  being  so  male- 
dominated,  is  that  tendency  to  draw 
all  women  as  male  fantasies  with  big 
breasts  and  narrow  waists  and  so 
forth.  But  I gave  a description  of  Kate 
that  was  somewhat  more  androgy- 
nous: wider  shoulders,  narrow  hips 
and  so  on,  but  he  pretty  much  ig- 
nored it. 

TRANSGENDER:  “The  Path  of 
Vanished  Alphabets”  in  Doom  Patrol 
#78,  which  is  the  story  in  which  Kate 
and  Cliff  merge  into  a single  being, 
Kate  says,  “Orgasm  takes  place  in  the 
brain.”  It  is  surprising  that  Kate  would 
say  this  because  it  is  something  you 
don't  believe.  So  why  did  you  have 
Kate  say  something  that  you  don't 
believe  yourself? 

RACHEL:  I’m  not  sure  I don’t  be- 
lieve it.  There’s  some  evidence  that 
while  there’s  the  physical  thing  of  en- 
gorgement with  blood  in  the  clitoris 
or  the  penis,  and  the  spasming  of 
the  vagina,  that  the  sensation  of  plea- 
sure is  fired  in  the  synapses  of  the 
brain.  If  I remember  it  correctly, 
there’s  something  about  the  synapses 
all  lining  up  in  rows,  and  that  or- 
gasm disrupts  that,  and  that’s  what 
causes  the  sensation  of  pleasure.  I 
think  that’s  what  I was  referring  to. 
TRANSGENDER:  In  the  story 

“The  Dogs  of  Soul”  i>i  Doom  Patrol 
# 80,  one  of  the  other  characters  says, 
“My  real  self  is  a prisoner.”  This 


seems  to  support  the  concept  of  be- 
ing “trapped  in  the  wrong  body.” 
RACHEL:  The  character  who  says 
that  is  a doll.  In  that  particular  story, 
the  idea  was  that  the  doll  was  just  a 
psychic  projection  of  someone  who 
was  being  held  prisoner.  With  any 
work  of  art  there  are  always  mean- 
ings there  that  are  not  consciously 
intended,  but  they  are  still  very  real. 
They’re  very  real  on  two  levels.  First 
of  all,  you  perceive  them,  which  is 
as  valid  as  anybody  else’s  percep- 
tion, including  mine;  and  secondly, 
since  there’s  a transsexual  person 


© DC  Comics 


writing  it,  it’s  likely  that  those  themes 
will  come  in  ways  that  are  not  con- 
scious to  me. 

TRANSGENDER:  One  of  the 

characters  in  Doom  Patrol  is  a robot 
named  Cliff  in  which  a human  con- 
sciousness has  been  implanted,  and 
he  obviously  also  has  some  identity 
issues.  But,  what  seems  odd  about 
Cliff  is  that  even  though  he  is  a ro- 
bot, he  is  always  wearing  clothes,  and 
I can’t  think  of  any  other  instance  of 
a robot  wearing  clothes  other  than 
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Cliff.  So,  why  was  Cliff  always  weal  - 
ing clothes?  Was  this  intended  as  a 
way  for  him  to  express  a gender  iden- 
tity? 

RACHEL:  My  interpretation  of  him 
is  that  he  does  so  to  pass.  He’s  mak- 
ing a gesture  at  passing  as  human, 
even  though  he  realizes  that  he  re- 
ally doesn’t  want  to  pass  or  he  would 


have  made  more  of  an  effort  at  it. 
TRANSGENDER:  Another  thing 
that  is  really  likable  about  Doom  Pa- 
trol was  that  Kate  is  actually  the  most 
normal  person  in  the  whole  group, 
and  in  fact.  Cliff  remarks  on  this  in 
one  story.  Many  transsexuals  gener- 
ally grow  up  thinking  that  they  are 
the  strangest  people  on  Earth,  so 
were  you  trying  to  make  the  point 
that  there  are  a lot  stranger  things 
than  transsexuality  and  a lot  less  de- 
sirable conditions  that  one  could  find 


oneself  in? 

RACHEL:  I don’t  think  I was  mak- 
ing that  point  as  much  as  I was  mak- 
ing the  point  that  being  “normal” 
doesn’t  have  anything  to  do  with 
what  makes  you  fit  in;  it  has  to  do 
with  how  you  live  your  life.  If  you 
live  your  life  in  the  way  of  accepting 
who  you  are,  and  dealing  with  things 
as  they  come,  and  re- 
lating to  people  on  a 
direct  kind  of  level, 
then  that  makes  you 
“normal.” 

TRANSGENDER: 

One  of  your  critics 
blamed  Doom  Patrol ’s 
cancellation  on  your 
“obsession  with  femi- 
nine sexuality,”  and 
accused  you  of  equat- 
ing maleness  with  evil 
and  stagnation  and  of 
equating  femaleness 
with  goodness,  cre- 
ation and  beneficent 
change.  How  do  you 
respond? 

RACHEL:  I don’t 
think  it’s  true.  I think 
there  were  enough 
male  characters  who 
were  presented  as 
positive,  and  were 
also  presented  as 
sexual,  for  that  not  to 
be  the  case.  I do  think 
I explored  more  fe- 
male issues  than  male 
issues,  and  one  valid- 
ity to  that  I think  is 
that  no  one  else  is 
doing  it,  so  why  not 
do  it?  Most  other 
comics  writers  are 
men.  I felt  that  this 
was  an  opportunity  to 
do  something  that 
wasn't  being  done. 
TRANSGENDER: 
Do  you  think  that  the 
feminist  and  trans- 
sexual themes  and  perspectives  that 
you  expressed  in  Doom  Patrol  con- 
tributed to  its  inability  to  survive  in 
the  comics  market? 

RACHEL:  I attribute  it  to  a lack  of 
empathy  to  feminism  by  a lot  of  the 
readers.  Also,  a lot  of  people  just 
didn’t  like  my  approach;  and  that’s 
certainly  my  fault. 

TRANSGENDER:  You’ve  studied 
rather  extensively  the  history  of 
transsexuality,  and  you’ve  stated  that 
there  is  mythological  evidence  of 


transsexuality  as  part  of  conscious- 
ness in  ancient  times.  The  Gallae  and 
the  Hijra  are  two  of  the  best  known 
examples  of  ancient  antecedents  of 
transsexuality.  What  are  some  of  the 
more  obscure  examples  that  you 
have  run  across  in  your  research? 
RACHEL:  My  favorite  is  in  ancient 
Israel,  in  Canaan.  The  evidence  for 
this  is  in  the  form  of  a prohibition.  In 
Deuteronomy,  it  says:  “He  who  is 
wounded  in  the  stones  or  has  his 
privy  member  cut  off  shall  not  enter 
into  the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  If 
you  know  anything  about  the  reli- 
gious prohibitions  in  the  Bible,  you 
know  that  those  prohibitions  refer  to 
things  that  were  actually  done  in 
practice.  There’s  evidence  that  that’s 
indeed  what  it  was.  In  the  Torah,  the 
commentary  on  that  was:  this  means 
those  who  were  unsexed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  some  heathen  cult.  So  to  me 
that’s  an  example  of  the  fact  that  in 
ancient  Israel,  which  borrowed  from 
the  previous  culture  of  the 
Canamnites,  that  the  practice  that  was 
actually  being  done,  and  there  are 
similar  things.  In  North  Africa,  there’s 
a Goddess — something  like 
Kumarbi — who  is  connected  to 
Aphrodite.  The  description  of  her 
worship  is  of  that  same  thing,  that 
changeover  from  the  male  to  the  fe- 
male. 

TRANSGENDER:  What  relevance 
does  that  have  for  society  as  a whole 
and  for  transsexuals  in  particular,  to- 
day? 

RACHEL:  1 think  that  one  of  the 
biggest  problems  we  face  is  the  idea 
that  this  is  a modern  sickness,  that 
this  whole  phenomenon  of 
transsexuality  is  something  that 
comes  out  of  modern  distortions  of 
natural  life,  and  that  people  living  in 
a natural  way  don’t  have  this  situa- 
tion. It’s  important  to  know  that 
there’s  this  history;  that  this  is  some- 
thing that  occurs  throughout  human- 
ity all  over  the  world.  There’s  differ- 
ent kinds  of  transgender  things  in 
tribal  societies,  and  there’s  actual 
surgery  in  some  other  societies,  and 
so  forth.  Knowing  this  gives  us  a con- 
text in  which  to  view  our  own  lives 
with  greater  acceptance.  Also,  on  a 
deeper  level,  I think  I quoted  in  that 
article  a statement  by  James  Hillman, 
a psychologist,  who  said:  “When  the 
images  change,  the  body  changes.”  I 
think  that  the  way  for  us  to  have  a 
healthy  sense  of  our  bodies  is  to  see 
ourselves  mirrored  in  a context  that’s 
not  a medical  context,  in  a context 
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that  has  a more  beautiful,  deeper, 
profound  aspect  to  it,  and  in  this  case, 
it's  a religious  context,  or  a sacred 
context. 

TRANSGENDER:  You’ve  said  that 
you  identify  with  the  Maenads,  the 
worshippers  of  Dionysus.  How  do 
they  relate  to  transsexuality? 
RACHEL:  Among  the 
followers  of  Dionysus 
were  men  who  would 
wear  women’s  clothes, 
because  Dionysus  him- 
self was  raised  as  a girl 
according  to  the  myth, 
and  therefore  wore 
women’s  clothes  for  a lot 
of  his  life.  But  there  were 
also  women  who  took 
on  male  identities — who 
took  on  identities  of 
wildness,  of  being  un- 
chained, of  being  free,  of 
being  beyond  any  kind 
of  conventions;  and  in 
doing  that  they  were  per- 
ceived as  male  at  the 
same  time.  Not  in  the 
sense  that  they  did  things 
that  men  usually  did,  but 
just  to  run  free  in  the 
countryside  and  get 
drunk  and  have  a great 
time,  which  is  a lot  of 
what  they  did.  But  it  was 
deeper  than  that.  Their 
very  bodies  took  on  male 
aspects.  They  were  said 
to  stand  very  tall  and 
rigid,  and  they  were  lit- 
erally described  as  stand- 
ing like  phalluses.  In  that 
sense,  they  were  male, 
but  it’s  not  their  identifi- 
cation with  maleness  that  I felt  a con- 
nection with,  but  simply  their  identi- 
fication as  wild  women,  and  what  I 
was  thinking  when  I wrote  that  was: 
at  what  point  post-transition  do  we 
stop,  or  at  least  get  away  from,  iden- 
tifying with  those  people  who  are 
perceived  as  men  who  take  on 
women’s  identities,  and  do  we  start 
identifying  with  those  people  who 
are  perceived  as  women  and  live  as 
women,  but  who  break  free  of  the 
confines  of  women’s  roles,  and 
thereby  to  some  extent,  take  on  men’s 
identities?  People  talk  a lot  about 
some  Native  American  cultures  in 
which  one  could  change  gender  fairly 
easily,  but  it  always  strikes  me  when 
I read  about  those  people  that  they 
would  still  have  a hard  time  accom- 
modating me.  They  appear  to  be  like 


me  in  the  sense  of  crossing  over  from 
male  to  female,  but  in  the  sense  of 
what  I would  do,  I'd  be  much  more 
allied  with  those  women  who  are 
crossing  over  from  female  to  male. 
I’d  be  more  interested  in  hunting  than 
in  sewing  for  instance. 
TRANSGENDER:  In  the  essay 


"Aphrodite:  Transsexual  Goddess  of 
Passion,”  you  say  that  in  order  to 
achieve  self-actualization  transsexual 
women  “need  to  discover  and  em- 
brace the  Goddess  within  the  all- 
powerful  desire  of  transsexuality.” 
Can  you  elaborate  on  that? 
RACHEL:  Transsexuality  is  ex- 

tremely powerful  and  intense;  it's 
something  that  overwhelms  us.  Most 
transsexual  people  want  to  be  nor- 
mal, and  fight  against  their 
transsexuality,  but  transsexuality 
overwhelms  them.  It’s  stronger  than 
their  self-conscious  self.  They  say, 
"No,  no.  I don't  want  to  do  this,”  and 
yet  they  do  it.  So  transsexuality  itself 
is  very,  veiy  powerful.  Think  about 
what  we  do  in  its  name.  We  give  up 
our  lives,  we  give  up  our  identities, 
our  names.  We  run  the  risk,  at  least, 


of  giving  up  our  families,  our  friends, 
our  jobs.  We  often  move  to  a new 
place,  take  on  a whole  new  identity. 
We  face  the  strong  possibility  of  pub- 
lic ridicule,  of  jail,  of  physical  beat- 
ings, or  even  death  in  some  cases. 
We  take  strong  drugs,  which  can  be 
very  dangerous,  to  alter  our  bodies. 

Finally,  we  have  sur- 
gery on  our  genitals. 
So  you  have  to  look 
at  the  question:  What 
makes  us  do  some- 
thing like  that?  What 
is  it  that  is  so  power- 
ful that  we  will  do  all 
these  frightening 
things?  A lot  of 
nontranssexual 
people  have  said  to 
me,  “I  could  never  do 
what  you  did.  I just 
couldn’t  face  it.” 
Most  transsexual 
people  would  say, 
"Well,  I don’t  really 
feel  that  I had  a 
choice.”  Another 
thing  that  is  interest- 
ing in  relation  to  that 
are  the  people  who 
are  suppressing  it, 
people  who  are  liv- 
ing as  men  and  have 
a strong  sense  of  be- 
ing women.  They’ll 
say  something  like, 
"Barbara,  or  Joanna, 
or  Joan  will  not  be 
denied.”  They  see 
their  female  selves  as 
separate  persons  in 
them  who  are  saying, 
“I  will  not  let  you 
suffocate  me.”  So  it’s  such  a power- 
ful thing,  and  we  have  the  choice  of 
how  we  look  at  what  that  is.  The 
model  that  we’re  given  is  that  it  is  a 
sickness.  We're  given  the  sense  that 
this  is  something  that  is  a distortion 
of  our  natural  being;  that  it’s  a ge- 
netic sickness,  or  it’s  a social  condi- 
tioning sickness,  or  that  it  comes  from 
our  parents,  or  that  it  comes  from 
society’s  rigid  gender  roles.  But  what- 
ever it  is,  it’s  a sickness,  and  we’re 
made  to  think  that  it’s  veiy  destruc- 
tive, that  it's  a way  of  self-hate  and  a 
way  of  feeling  inadequate,  a way  of 
feeling  inferior  to  every  other  per- 
son, a way  of  feeling  shame.  Another 
way  to  look  at  it  is  to  say  that 
transsexuality  is  simply  part  of  the 
human  spectrum,  which  is  a lot  more 
healthful  for  us,  but  at  the  same  time, 
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I'm  not  sure  that  it  really  matches  that 
power.  It’s  almost  a kind  of  practical 
step,  to  see  in  all  these  societies 
throughout  history  that  it  was  seen 
as  something  sacred,  as  something 
wondrous  and  emotional  because  it 
is  sacred. 

TRANSGENDER:  You  also  say 
that  “[Aphrodite]  teaches  us,  trans- 
sexuals especially,  that  we  cannot  un- 
derstand and  unleash  the  power  of 
desire  without  our  own  surrender.” 
What  exactly  do  you  mean  by  that? 
RACHEL:  I was  very  inspired  by 
a statement  by  a writer  named  Nor 
Hall,  and  that  is:  “Abandonment  to 
the  body’s  desire  is  itself  a source  of 
revelation.”  This  is  something  that  I 
have  to  remind  myself  over  and  over 
again  because  it’s  something  that’s 
not  acceptable,  the  idea  of  surren- 
dering to  desire.  In  our  society,  we 
want  to  be  in  control  of  everything. 
We’re  always  being  told:  “Get  con- 
trol of  your  life.”  There  are  work- 
shops and  even  ads  in  the  newspa- 
per giving  us  some  kind  of  technique 
that  will  give  us  control  of  our  lives, 
and  that’s  because  we’re  a very  ego- 
driven  kind  of  society.  It’s  the  model 
that,  as  a feminist,  I would  equate 
with  the  patriarchal  model — the  he- 
roic ego  that  is  in  charge  of  every- 
thing. But  transsexuality  is  something 
that  takes  us  beyond  that.  It’s  some- 
thing we  surrender  to  and  then  we 
make  discoveries  that  are  beautiful 
and  overwhelming  and  frightening 
and  meaningful.  We  make  discover- 
ies about  ourselves  and  what  we 
want  and  about  who  we  believe  our- 
selves to  be  and  about  our  relation- 
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ships  with  other  people. 
TRANSGENDER:  Do  you  think 
that  sexual  identity — either  trans- 
sexual or  nontranssexual— is  inborn? 
RACHEL:  I don't  know;  it  seems 
to  happen  pretty  early.  I remember 
somebody  asking  me  when  I gave  a 
speech  about  Aphrodite  a couple  of 
years  ago  about  parental  influence 
or  some  influence  early  in  life,  and 
asked  what  I thought  of  that,  and  I 
said,  “When  people  start  asking  about 
heterosexuality — when  they  start  in- 
vestigating what  it  is  that  causes 
people  to  turn  out  to  be  heterosexual 
non-gender  dysphoric,  or  whatever 
you  want  to  call  the  majority  state  of 
being — then  I'll  worry  about  what 
causes  transsexuality.”  To  my  mind  I 
feel  that  looking  at  how  we  got  this 
way  is  somewhat  of  a trap  that  we 
fall  into.  I know  a lot  of  transsexuals 
will  be  excessively  concerned  with 
this,  and  I know  that  I have  been  in 
the  past.  Or,  if  I didn’t,  I would  be  of 
a very  firm  attitude  of  “I  am  what  I 
am  and  it  doesn’t  matter.”  Then  as 
soon  as  I encountered  some  famous 
expert  like  Robert  Stoller  coming  up 
with  some  theory,  I would  be  sent 
for  a loop.  I would  be  disturbed  for 
days.  I hadn’t  yet  dealt  with  that  is- 
sue of  being  afraid  that  there  actu- 
ally was  some  secret  cause  of  my 
transsexuality.  I decided  some  years 
ago  to  look  at  and  to  deal  with  the 
fear  that  it  was  some  kind  of  early 
conditioning  and  therefore  wasn't 
natural,  that  that  kind  of  Janice 
Raymond  point  of  view  was  really 
true,  and  that  I was  simply  a sort  of 
distorted,  castrated  man.  I looked  at 
it  through  therapy,  support  groups, 
journal  writing,  and  finally  decided 
it  really  was  an  empty  fear. 
TRANSGENDER:  You’re  one  of 
the  founding  members  of  the  Rite  of 
Passage  Conference,  which  is  a con- 
ference specifically  for  postoperative 
transsexual  women.  What  led  you  to 
decide  to  create  such  a conference? 
RACHEL:  I’m  a founding  member 
in  the  sense  that  I was  there  for  the 
first  event,  and  all  of  us  took  it  over, 
and  we  made  it  our  event.  But  we 
didn’t  really  create  it  ourselves.  What 
happened  was  that  an  organization 
called  the  Outreach  Institute  decided 
that  there  were  no  services  provided 
for  people  after  surgery,  that  there 
were  a lot  of  support  groups,  psy- 
chological counseling,  and  other 
kinds  of  services  for  people  up  to 
surgery,  but  someone  after  surgery 
was  basically  thrown  into  the  world 


and  assumed  to  be  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves,  and  there  were  no 
structures  for  them.  This  is  one  of  the 
interesting  things  about  its  history.  It’s 
been  criticized  for  being  called  the 
New  Woman  Conference,  which  is 
what  it  was  called  up  until  this  year. 
One  reason  that  it  was  called  that 
was  that  it  was  originally  conceived 
as  something  for  people  who  had  just 
had  surgery.  They  set  up  a confer- 
ence and  they  hired  a couple  of  ex- 
perts, who  were  happily  transsexual 
women  themselves,  to  give  lectures. 
But  who  showed  up  at  the  confer- 
ence, to  eveiybody’s  amazement,  was 
a whole  range  of  people.  There  were 
some  people  who  had  just  had  sur- 
gery. But  there  were  also  quite  a few 
[like  myself]  who  had  had  surgery 
some  years  earlier,  and  we  came 
because  we  wanted  the  experience 
of  being  with  other  people  who  had 
gone  through  this.  So  what  happened 
was  the  discovery  of  power.  What 
eveiyone  kept  coming  to  was  what 
an  overwhelming  energy  there  was 
in  that  space.  It  has  an  intense  effect 
upon  people  who  go  to  it,  which  in 
some  ways,  is  also  very  disabling.  It 
deals  with  some  of  the  stuff  that  we 
don’t  want  to  have  to  deal  with,  but 
the  support  that  comes  from  it  is  veiy 
powerful  because  post-surgery 
women  are  veiy  isolated.  Either  we 
say,  “Okay,  I'm  going  to  put  this  be- 
hind me;  I’m  going  into  the  wood- 
work.” Or  if  we  wish  to  stay  involved, 
so  many  other  people  go  into  the 
woodwork  that  we  become  isolated 
ourselves.  There’s  also  intense  pres- 
sure on  post-surgery  women  to  say 
that  everything  is  wonderful.  The 
question  that  people  always  want  to 
ask  when  they  get  to  seriously  talk- 
ing to  someone  who  has  had  sur- 
gery is  “Do  you  regret  doing  it?” 
There’s  intense  pressure  to  be  happy. 
But  you  can  only  really  be  happy  if 
you’re  willing  to  look  at  what  makes 
you  unhappy  too.  I don’t  want  to  give 
the  impression  that  Rite  of  Passage 
is  about  people  exploring  their  un- 
happiness, but  subjects  that  are  pain- 
ful do  come  up.  But,  on  the  whole, 
the  experience  is  one  of  very  great 
bonding,  a great  sense  of  women 
feeling  that  they’re  not  alone,  of 
women  feeling  that  their  life  experi- 
ences are  matched  by  other’s,  and  a 
very  powerful  feeling  of  spirituality. 
TRANSGENDER:  Were  you  sur- 
prised at  the  amount  of  opposition 
that  was  expressed  by  some  segments 
of  the  transsexual  community  to  the 
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idea  of  a conference  for  post-op 
women  only? 

RACHEL:  Yes,  I suppose  so.  I think 
it's  a shame  because  I believe  that 
it's  a kind  of  misplaced  anger. 
TRANSGENDER:  To  what  do  you 
attribute  the  widespread 
misperception  about  the  nature  of 
that  conference  among  its  opponents? 
RACHEL:  To  some  extent,  it  is  the 
unfortunate  situation  that  does  put 
surgery  as  a kind  of  pinnacle.  I think 
there’s  a natural  feeling  of  people 
who  either  have  not  had  surgery  or 
don’t  want  to  have  surgery  that  the 
post-surgery  people  are  putting  them- 
selves forward  as  superior,  especially 
if  we’re  going  to  have  a conference 
that’s  just  about  that.  But  Tdon’t  be- 
lieve that  that  is  what  the  conference 
is  for,  and  I don't  believe  that  any- 
one ever  claimed  that  it  was  for  that. 
TRANSGENDER:  In  your  essay 
“Transsexual  Rights  and  Others,”  you 
say  that  you  have  a problem  with 
the  word  transsexual  because  it  was 
coined  by  a doctor  to  describe  what 
he  thought  of  as  a pathology,  and 
that  if  you  reject  the  description  of 
yourself  as  a pathology  rather  than 
as  a person,  then  maybe  you  should 
reject  the  word  transsexual  as  well. 
Is  this  still  your  feeling? 

RACHEL:  Yes,  but  I 
haven't  found  any  good 
alternatives  because 
people  do  have  some 
idea  of  what  you're  talk- 
ing about  if  you  say 
transsexual.  But  I think 
that  most  people’s  inter- 
pretation of  that  word 
would  not  be  mine  par- 
ticularly. 

TRANSGENDER: 

What  would  you  say  to 
someone  who  would  say 
that  it  is  not  the  term 
transsexual  itself  that  is 
inaccurate,  but  only  the 
interpretation  of  that 
word  as  a pathology  that 
is  incorrect  and  that, 
rather  than  replace  the 
word,  we  just  need  to  destigmatize 
it? 

RACHEL:  I think  that's  a more 
practical  approach  because  eveiyone 
accepts  the  word.  But  I think  it’s  in- 
teresting that  heterosexual  male 
crossdressers  achieved  a much 
greater  acceptance  in  our  society 
when  they  started  calling  themselves 
crossdressers  rather  than  transvestites. 
The  word  transvestite,  being  Latinate, 


has  a medical  quality  to  it.  It's  some- 
thing that  a psychiatrist  will  explain 
as  a medical  pathology.  Whereas 
crossdresser,  which  is  simply  an  En- 
glish translation  of  transvestite , is  a 
name  that  these  people  have  taken 
for  themselves.  They  chose  that  name 
for  two  reasons,  I understand.  One 
was  to  distinguish  themselves  from 
gay  men  who  dressed  in  drag,  and 
the  other  was  to  have  it  be  some- 
thing that  sounded  more  normal.  The 
important  thing  for  me  is  that  the  tenn 
transsexual  is  an  adjective  and  not  a 
noun.  “I  am  not  a transsexual.  I’m  a 
transsexual  woman.”  There’s  a big 
difference  between  those  statements. 
TRANSGENDER:  What  is  your 
opinion  of  the  Harry  Benjamin  Inter- 
national Gender  Dysphoria 
Association's  Standards  of  Care, 
which  most  sex  reassignment  thera- 
pists and  surgeons  use  to  determine 
who  is  a "genuine”  transsexual  and, 
therefore,  deserving  of  surgery? 
RACHEL:  I think  that  to  the  extent 
that  people’s  lives  are  controlled  by 
the  doctors,  that's  really  a problem. 
To  the  extent  that  people  are  given 
opportunities  to  know  what  they 
have  to  know  and  to  make  their  own 
choices,  I think  it’s  good.  I’m  glad 
that  there’s  a movement  to  shape  it 


more  in  that  direction.  I know  that 
there’s  less  of  a tendency  now  than 
there  used  to  be  for  someone  to  have 
to  prove  that  they  pass  totally  suc- 
cessfully to  get  surgery.  I don’t  think 
that  that  should  be  the  doctor’s  deci- 
sion. I do  feel  that  people  should  be 
at  least  encouraged  very  strongly  to 
not  have  surgery  until  they’ve  gone 
through  a period  of  time — for  most 
people,  probably  a year,  I suppose— 


of  living  full-time  in  the  life  they're 
going  to  be  living.  That’s  not  so  they 
can  prove  that  they  can  do  it  to 
anybody’s  satisfaction,  but  just  so  they 
themselves  will  know  what  it’s  like, 
so  they'll  know  what  the  experience 
is,  as  much  as  can  be  known  before 
surgery. 

TRANSGENDER:  So  you 

wouldn't  agree  with  the  transsexuals 
who  are  saying  that  there  shouldn’t 
be  any  standards  of  care;  that  they 
should  just  be  eliminated. 
RACHEL:  I think  that  there  should 
be  standards  of  care  to  give  doctors 
something  to  turn  to  for  advice.  I 
don't  think  that  there  should  be  stan- 
dards in  the  sense  of  rules  that  it  has 
to  be  this  way  or  else,  “Sorry,  but 
you're  not  going  to  get  it."  I talked 
with  Anne  Ogborn  once  about  this, 
and  I felt  she  made  a strong  argu- 
ment for  surgery  on  demand.  She 
said,  “What  evidence  is  there  that 
denying  surgery  to  people  who  want 
it  is  going  to  make  their  lives  any 
better?” 

TRANSGENDER:  There  is  now 
a tendency  within  the  transsexual 
community  to  trivialize  sex-change 
surgery,  to  regard  it  as  no  different 
than  a nose  job  or  having  a mole  re- 
moved, to  say  that  it  is  merely  cos- 
metic, or  to  say  that  it  is 
unnecessary.  To  what 
do  you  attribute  this  ten- 
dency to  trivialize  the 
significance  of  surgery? 
RACHEL:  First  of  all, 
there’s  the  sense  that  we 
have  to  make  sure  that 
people  don’t  put  too 
much  emphasis  on  it  in 
the  wrong  way.  So  we 
overcompensate  for 
that.  Also,  there’s  that 
fact  that  it’s  “frightening 
and  profound,”  and  one 
way  to  deal  with  that  is 
to  say,  "Oh,  it's  not  that 
important.  It's  some- 
thing that  I want  to  do, 
and  I can’t  wait  to  do  it, 
but  really,  it’s  not  that 
big  a deal.”  That’s  a way  to  not  look 
at  just  how  big  a deal  it  is  emotion- 
ally and  psychically. 
TRANSGENDER:  So,  how  would 
you  respond  to  someone  who  says 
that  this  is  just  cosmetic,  that  it’s  just 
like  removing  a mole  or  something 
like  that? 

RACHEL:  First,  I would  try  to  real- 
ize that  maybe  for  them  that’s  ex- 
actly what  it  is.  1 might,  if  I had  the 
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One  of  “The  World’s”  analogs  is  Shiva,  Lord 
of  the  Cosmic  Dance.  Dancing  Shiva  is  usually 
depicted  as  an  hermaphrodite,  one  half  of  the 
body  Shiva,  the  other  half,  Parvati,  his  female 
side.  The  World  dancer  is  hermaphroditic,  the 
dual  sexual  organs  concealed  by  the  banner, 
as  if  to  say  that  the  unity  they  represent  lies 
beyond  our  knowing.  In  discussing  “The 
Lovers,”  we  referred  to  the  widespread  belief 
that  all  people  were  originally 
hermaphrodites.  The  dancer  expresses  and 
unites  all  the  different  sides  of  being. 
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opportunity  to  go  into  it  with  them, 
talk  about  some  of  the  issues  about 
it  that  seem  significant  to  me,  and 
talk  about  some  of  the  different  ways 
in  which  people  are  taught  to  expe- 
rience it.  For  instance,  for  those 
people  who  have  grown  up  hating 
their  genitals,  it  is  much  more  than  a 
mole  because  there’s  the  intensity  of 
emotion  involved  in  getting  rid  of  it. 
The  emotion  is  just  pure,  liberating 
joy  to  finally  be  rid  of  that.  Then  there 
are  those  people  who  don’t  hate  their 
genitals,  but  simply  want  to  have 
surgery  for  its  own  sake,  and  that  will 
be  a different  kind  of  experience. 
TRANSGENDER:  In  your  article 
“The  NWC  and  Its  Critics,”  you  say 
that  you  have  never  met  anyone  who 
believed  that  surgery  would  solve  all 
of  their  problems.  But  haven’t  you  at 
least  met  persons  who  had  vastly 
unrealistic  expectations  about  what 
surgery  would  accomplish? 
RACHEL:  I'm  not  sure  that  I have, 
but  since  I hear  this  from  you,  and 
from  Dallas  Denny,  and  from  Anne 
Ogborn,  and  from  a lot  of  people  I 
respect,  there  must  clearly  be  people 
who  feel  that  way.  But  when  I used 
to  go  to  a support  group  in  New  York 
that  was  mixed — people  of  all  lev- 
els: pre-transition,  in  transition,  and 
post-transition — what  I would  actu- 
ally hear  frown  people  was:  “I  know 
this  is  not  going  to  solve  all  my  prob- 
lems. I know  I am  going  to  have  to 
make  my  own  life  afterwards.”  At 
least  that’s  what  people  would  say. 
Maybe  they  just  knew  that  it’s  politi- 
cally correct  to  say  that. 
TRANSGENDER:  Don't  you  think 
that  there  are  individuals  who  desire 
to  have  surgery  who  will  not  benefit 
from  having  it,  and  may  even  be 
made  worse  off  as  a result  of  doing 
so? 

RACHEL:  My  first  reaction  is  that 
it’s  not  really  up  to  me  to  judge  some- 
one. If  I were  a surgeon,  I would 
have  that  concern.  I think  it’s  a le- 
gitimate concern  of  the  surgeon  to 
feel  that  what  one  is  doing  for  some- 
body is  a benefit,  but  I'm  not  sure 
that  as  somebody  who  is  neither  the 
person  seeking  surgery,  or  the  sur- 
geon, that  it  is  actually  my  business. 
I guess  that  if  such  a person  came  to 
me  for  counseling,  then  it  would  be 
my  business  because  they  would  be 
asking  my  opinion. 
TRANSGENDER:  But  there  are 
undeniably  individuals  who  have 
gone  through  surgery  who  have  re- 
gretted it,  so  it  does  seem  that  there 


at  least  needs  to  be  some  careful 
evaluation  of  people  and  what  their 
motives  are  and  what  they  want  to 
get  out  of  this. 

RACHEL:  I think  that  people  need 
to  be  encouraged  to  do  that  kind  of 


thing  for  themselves. 
TRANSGENDER:  There  are 
people  who  can  not  pass  at  all,  and 
who  obviously  will  never  be  able  to 
pass,  but  for  some  reason  believe  that 
surgery  is  going  to  make  them  pass. 
What  would  you  think  about  some- 
body like  that? 

RACHEL:  1 would  certainly  try  to 
point  out  to  them  that  surgery  is  not 
going  to  affect  their  outer  appear- 
ance. I might  try  to  help  them  look 
at  ways  to  make  them  pass  better  if 
that’s  important  to  them. 
TRANSGENDER:  Couldn’t  it  be 
veiy  dangerous  to  provide  surgery 
to  someone  like  that  because  obvi- 
ously once  they  have  it  and  find  out 
that  surgery's  not  going  to  do  what 
they  expect  it  to  do  and  their  lives 
are  not  going  to  be  what  they  ex- 
pected, they’d  be  high  risks  for  sui- 
cide. 

RACHEL:  Well,  what  about  the 

question  that  Anne  Ogborn  asked? 
TRANSGENDER:  There’s  another 
side  to  that  too.  I think  she’s  asking 
the  wrong  question;  she’s  deliberately 
framing  the  question  in  a way  to  sup- 
port her  position.  The  relevant  ques- 


tion is  not  “How  do  you  know  that 
not  providing  surgery  will  make 
someone  better?”  It’s  “How  do  you 
know  that  providing  surgery  will  not 
make  someone  worse  off  than  be- 
fore?” Since  there  is  incontrovertible 
evidence  that  providing  surgery  to 
some  people  will  make  their  lives 
worse,  that’s  the  question  that  it  be- 
comes imperative  to  ask. 

RACHEL:  I’m  not  entirely  sure  of 
that  1 don’t  have  any  evidence  one 
way  or  the  other.  I think  that  possi- 
bly, to  some  extent,  there’s  a certain 
bias  to  assume  that  - that  if 
somebody’s  unhappy  after  surgery, 
then  it’s  surgery  that  has  made  their 
lives  worse.  Surgery  is  not  going  to 
change  everything  about  you.  What 
it  can  do  for  some  people,  however, 
is  make  them  feel  more  rooted  in 
their  identities,  so  that  they  will  pass 
better,  if  passing  is  what  they  want, 
and  they  will  just  be  more  successful 
being  able  to  live  their  lives  because 
they  feel  less  marginalized.  So  they 
won’t  wear  so  much  makeup,  for 
instance,  or  they  won’t  have  such 
exaggerated  gestures;  they  won't  al- 
ways feel  the  need  to  be  proving 
something.  Or  conversely,  for  some- 
one who  had  veiy  masculine  features, 
they  just  might  accept  that  more.  I 
know  that  there  is  also  a risk  that 
they’ll  accept  it  less.  That  they’ll  think, 
“Well,  now  I have  a female  body  and 
I have  female  genitals,  and  I shouldn't 
have  to  have  these  problems  any- 
more.” But  there  also  might  be  some 
people  who  would  say,  “Well,  it  just 
don’t  matter  to  me  anymore.” 
TRANSGENDER:'  Right.  The 
problem  is  sorting  those  people  out. 
RACHEL:  Yea,  exactly. 
TRANSGENDER:  You  once  said 
that  something  that  you  have  ob- 
served is  that  even  persons  who  con- 
tinually discount  the  importance  of 
passing  always  seem  to  want  to  make 
it  very  clear  to  others  that  they  have 
no  trouble  passing  themselves.  Where 
do  you  think  this  comes  from?  Is  it 
something  that  is  imposed  upon  us 
or  is  it  something  that  is  intrinsic  to 
transsexuality? 

RACHEL:  I think  it  comes  from  the 
powerful  hold  that  has  on  us,  and 
that  comes  from  what  Kate  Bornstein 
and  Martine  Rothblatt  call  the  bi-po- 
lar  gender  system,  which  is  to  say 
our  cultural  conditioning — that  we 
either  have  to  be  men  or  we  have  to 
be  women,  and  we  have  so  be  suc- 
cessful at  that.  It  certainly  comes  from 
nontranssexual  people  being  the 
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model  for  transsexual  people  because 
nontranssexual  people  are  the  ma- 
jority, so  we  have  to  look  like  them 
much  as  possible  to  feel  okay  about 
ourselves.  We  have  to  look  “real.”  I 
also  feel  that  it  comes  from  that  feel- 
ing of  shame,  that  if  being  a trans- 
sexual woman  or  man  is  not  realm 
then  we  have  to  approximate  as 
much  as  possible  what  is  “real."  How 
much  of  that  comes  from  condition- 
ing; how  much  of  that  comes  from 
an  inner  feeling  of  unreality  or  some 
other  kind  of  inner  thing,  I’m  not 
exactly  sure.  An  awful  lot  of  it  defi- 
nitely comes  from  conditioning.  One 
of  the  conditionings  that  we  get  is 
not  just  the  conditioning  in  the  outer 
society,  but  also  specifically  from 
other  transsexual  people  to  whom 
passing  is  everything,  and  who  feel 
that  if  you  don't  pass,  you’re  just  not 
good  enough. 

TRANSGENDER:  Are  you  in  any 

way  empathetic  with  the  concerns  of 
the  nontranssexual  feminist  critics  of 
transsexuality? 

RACHEL:  I'm  empathetic  to  the  ex- 
tent that  I understand  that  it's  a diffi- 
cult thing  to  comprehend.  I can  un- 
derstand that  there  are  blocks  to  tak- 
ing the  leap  of  acceptance  that  other 


people  can  be  who  they  say  they  are. 
I have  a lot  less  sympathy  for  people 
who  try  to  impose  their  beliefs  on 
other  people’s  lives  and  try  to  block 
people  from  living  their  lives  in  some 
way. 

TRANSGENDER:  In  your  essay 
“Secrets,”  you  describe  your  experi- 
ences in  the  1970s  in  London  of  be- 
ing frustrated  at  the  lack  of  political 
consciousness  among  other  trans- 
sexuals. I generally  find  myself  still 
feeling  exactly  the  same  way  even 
twenty  years  later.  Do  you  think  that 
things  have  changed  all  that  much 
among  transsexuals  in  that  twenty 
years?  Do  you  think  that  the  level  of 
feminist  consciousness  is  significantly 
higher  than  what  it  was  back  then  or 
not? 

RACHEL:  Oh.  yea,  I think  it  is.  You 
have  publications  TransSisters:  the 
Journal  of  Transsexual  Feminism. 
You  have  groups  like 
TRANSGENDER:  Nation  which 
have  a political  point  of  view.  There 
was  nothing  like  that  at  all  twenty 
years  ago,  and  not  only  did  it  not 
exist,  no  one  even  conceived  of  it. 
TRANSGENDER:  There  are  some 
persons  now  who  choose  to  not  un- 
dergo surgery  who  are  making  the 
claim  that  bemuse  transsexu- 
als do  choose  to  undergo  sur- 
gery7 that  they  ate  not  break- 
ing down  the  walls  of  official 
gender  roles  and  that  they  are 
in  fact  maintaining  those  walls. 
How  would  you  respond  to 
someone  who  says  such  a 
thing? 

RACHEL:  I guess  I would  re- 
spond to  it  in  the  way  I would 
to  anyone  who  says  that,  be- 
cause that's  certainly  not  a new 
idea.  It’s  certainly  the  same 
idea  as  that  of  radical  feminists 
who  attack  transsexuality;  it’s 
the  Janice  Raymond  concept. 
There’s  no  question  about  it; 
it's  exactly  the  same  thing.  I 
would  say  to  anyone  who 
raises  that  issue  that  it's  funda- 
mental to  accept  that  all 
people’s  lives  have  validity, 
and  people  who  seek  surgery7 
are  not  just  tools  or  victims  of 
somebody  else.  If  we  don't 
accept  that,  w7e  are  just  taking 
on  a kind  of  patriarchal  supe- 
riority7 and  saying,  “Well,  you 
don't  know  about  your  life,  I 
know  what  the  truth  is  about 
your  life.” 

TRANSGENDER:  It  seems 


very  ironic  that  the  transgenderist 
critics  of  transsexuality  use  the  very 
same  arguments  of  Janice  Raymond, 
and  even  cite  her  to  back  up  their 
claims,  and  she  doesn't  like  them  any 
more  than  she  likes  us. 

RACHEL:  Among  all  kinds  of 
marginalized  groups,  there  is  strange 
belief  we  all  have  that  says  “If  I can 
distinguish  myself  from  the  other 
people  who  seem  to  be  like  me,  and 
The  transvestites  say,  “Well,  I'm  not 
one  of  those  gay  men.  I don't  have 
sex  with  men.  And  I’m  not  one  of 
those  transsexuals,  I don’t  want  to 
cut  my  penis  off.  I just  want  to  wear 
women’s  clothes.  There’s  nothing 
wrong  with  that.”  And  the  homosexu- 
als would  say,  "Well,  I'm  not  one  of 
those  weird,  kinky  transvestites.  I 
don't  dress  up  like  a woman.  And  I 
don't  want  cut  my  penis  off  like  those 
transsexuals.  I'm  a real  man.”  And  the 
transsexual  women  would  say,  "I  not 
some  frivolous  crossdresser  who’s  just 
taking  on  female  stereotypes.  I'm 
really  serious.  And  I'm  not  one  of 
these  homosexuals.  I'm  a woman.” 
Each  of  them  seem  to  have  the  idea 
that  someone  in  our  society  will  say, 
“Oh.  of  course.  You're  okay.  It  s those 
other  people  I don't  like,”  which 
clearly  just  doesn’t  happen. 
TRANSGENDER:  But  don't  you 
think  that  we  all  do  need  our  sepa- 
rate identities  though? 

RACHEL:  Yes,  but  not  at  the  ex- 
pense of  somebody  else. 
TRANSGENDER:  In  your  poem 
“Many  Things  I Am  Not  and  a Few 
Things  I Am.”  what  do  you  mean  by 
the  statement  “I  am  the  daughter  of 
belief.” 

RACHEL:  That  my  identity  as  a 
woman  is  based  primarily  on  my 
believing  it;  it’s  not  based  on  proof. 
So  I am  the  creation  of  that  belief 
which  is  so  deep  in  me.  I think  in 
our  society  somehow  an  absolute 
belief  is  not  trusted.  You  have  to  be 
able  to  prove  things  to  other  people. 
You  can’t  just  say,  "This  is  who  I am, 
and  I know  it's  who  I am.”  You  have 
to  be  able  to  prove  it  to  them  or  else 
they  just  dismiss  it,  and  yet,  it’s  the 
proof  that  becomes  the  trap  because 
everybody  has  a different  proof  for 
what  is  a man  what  is  a woman.  As 
soon  as  we  fall  into  the  trap  of  think- 
ing that  we  are  going  to  get  other 
people  to  accept  us  and  agree  with 
us,  we  just  run  around  in  circles.  So 
what  are  you  supposed  to  do?  To 
me,  the  answer  to  that  has  been  to 
stop  worrying  about  whether  people 
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accept  me  as  a woman  or  not. 
TRANSGENDER:  What  do  you 
mean  by  the  statement  “I  am  the  giver 
and  receiver  of  gifts?” 

RACHEL:  I think  that  to  be  trans- 
sexual is  to  be  able  to  receive  a great 
gift.  We’re  able  to  experience  things 
in  ways  that  other  people  don't.  We're 
able  to  go  through  an  overwhelming 
transformation;  and  I guess  I'm  one 
of  those  people  who  believe  that  in- 
tensity of  experience  is  of  value  in 
and  of  itself.  We’re  able  to  discover 
all  kinds  of  things  about  life  that  other 
people  don’t  discover  because  they’re 
not  challenged  to  discover  them.  We 
get  to  give  a lot  of  those  gifts  to  other 
people,  such  as  the  gift  of  saying 
what  the  distinctions  are  between 
gender  identity,  anatomical  sex, 
sexual  behavior  and  sexual  prefer- 
ence, all  of  which  are  based  on  dif- 
ferent things  that  people  confuse  to- 
gether. Transsexual  people  are  in  a 
great  position  to  be  able  to  see  what 
the  differences  are.  On  a deeper 
level,  we  can  provide  the  gift  of  be- 
ing an  example  of  people  who  have 
not  fallen  into  shame  or  doubt  or  fear, 
but  who  have  followed  through  on 
their  desires.  That’s  a great  gift  to  give 
to  other  people. 

TRANSGENDER:  In  that  same 
poem,  you  say  that  you  are  not 
trapped  in  anybody’s  body.  This 
would  seem  to  me  to  contradict  your 
assertion  that  the  desire  to  change 
sex  is  a form  of  abandonment  to  the 
body’s  desire.  How  do  you  reconcile 
those  statements? 

RACHEL:  I think  they’re  totally  the 
same.  I think  that  if  I thought  that  I 
was  a woman  trapped  in  a man’s 
body  then  the  body  would  be  irrel- 
evant to  me,  and  I feel — and  this  is  a 
kind  of  mystical  statement,  and  I re- 
alize that  it’s  going  to  sound  a bit 
murky  to  people  - but  I feel  that  the 
body  itself  desires  to  change.  I feel 
that  the  desire  of  transsexuality  is  not 
a desire  that’s  in  the  mind  and  de- 
tached from  the  body.  I feel  that  it 
almost  goes  down  to  the  cellular 
level,  and  there’s  this  need  in  the 
body  to  transform  itself.  It’s  hard  to 
explain  in  any  clearer  terms  than  that. 
My  reason  for  saying  that  is  that’s  the 
way  I experienced  it.  I experienced 
that  sense  of  being  a woman,  and 
that  sense  of  the  need  to  take  on  a 
woman’s  identity  in  the  world  as 
something  that  came  from  the  deep- 
est place  of  who  I was.  To  me,  the 
deepest  place  of  who  I am  is  really 
in  the  body,  because  the  body  is  the 


reality. 

TRANSGENDER:  You  say 

that  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge 
the  “trapped  in  the  wrong  body” 
metaphor  was  coined  by  Harry  Ben- 
jamin. Don’t  you  think  that  it  is  pos- 
sible that  he  could  have  gotten  that 
metaphor  from  transsexuals  them- 
selves? 

RACHEL:  Possibly,  sure.  I don’t 
know. 

TRANSGENDER:  Do  you  think 
that  this  is  a valid  metaphor  for  some 
people? 

RACHEL:  I would  imagine  so,  if 
it  seems  to  them  to  be  valid.  So  then 
I guess  I would  have  to  say  yes,  it 
is. 

TRANSGENDER:  You  also  say 
that  you  are  not  a sex  change.  Do 
you  mean  by  this  that  you  don’t  con- 
sider that  you  changed  sex? 
RACHEL:  I guess  that  what  I mean 
by  that  is  that  there  is  no  miracu- 
lous doctor’s  transformation  from  a 
man  to  a woman,  that  I am  simply 
who  I am.  I also  say  that  "I  am  not 
male-to-female.”  What  I mean  by 
that  is  that  I perceived  myself  and 
felt  myself  to  be  a woman  before 
surgery  and  after  surgeiy.  So  there’s 
not  a change  of  sex  that  is  miracu- 
lously performed  by  scalpel. 
TRANSGENDER:  What  was  it 
that  made  you  female  before  sur- 
gery? 

RACHEL:  This  is  a really  hard 
question  because  what  it  was  was 
some  kind  of  sense  in  myself  that 
was  not  particularly  connected  to 
outer  qualities.  It  already  wasn’t  con- 
nected to  my  body  shape,  and  it 
wasn’t  particularly  connected  to  my 
behavior.  Interestingly,  when  I look 
back  now  to  some  of  my  behavior 
as  a child,  it  is  surprising  to  me  to 
see  what  extent  I was  unconsciously 
trying  to  act  in  the  world  as  a little 
girl  without  knowing  it  and  not 
knowing  what  was  wrong.  I didn’t 
have  the  outer  signs  of  playing  with 
dolls  or  hanging  out  with  girls  all 
the  time,  and  having  no  friends  who 
were  boys.  My  favorite  games  were 
games  with  cap  guns  and  adven- 
ture fantasies.  But  recently  I was 
reading  Deborah  Tannen’s  book 
about  men  and  women  communi- 
cating, and  she  described  the  way 
boys  communicate  and  the  way  girls 
communicate;  and  the  way  that  girls 
communicate  is  an  exact  description 
of  the  way  that  I tried  to  communi- 
cate. But  I was  trying  to  do  it  with 
boys  because  that’s  what  I was  sup- 


posed to  do,  and  it  didn’t  work.  I 
didn’t  know  why  it  didn’t  work.  I 
didn’t  know  why  I was  so  lonely.  But 
none  of  that  was  in  my  conscious- 
ness when  I said  to  myself,  “I  am  a 
woman.”  That  was  a self-discovery 
that  was  not  connected  to  any  par- 
ticular proof.  It  was  an  existential 
statement. 

TRANSGENDER:  But  isn’t  this 
saying  that  there  are  specific  psycho- 
logical and  emotional  qualities  that 
constitute  femaleness?  RACHEL: 
I’m  not  sure  that  it  is;  it  certainly 
wasn’t  at  the  time.  I would  describe 
it  as  the  opposite;  for  me,  the  sense 
of  “I  am  a woman,”  or  "I  am  a man” 
is  something  very  deep  and  is  not 
connected  to  one  trait  or  another. 
TRANSGENDER:  So  doesn’t  that 
mean  that  being  a man  or  a woman 
is  totally  independent  of  having  any 
particular  psychological  or  emotional 
qualities? 

RACHEL:  Yes;  I was  referring  to 
the  thing  about  communication  in 
childhood  as  just  an  interesting  dis- 
covery that  I made  very  recently.  I 
wasn’t  trying  to  imply  that  that’s  what 
made  me  female;  just  the  opposite. 
There’s  nothing  particularly  that 
makes  one  female  or  male,  other  than 
one’s  awareness  of  that. 
TRANSGENDER:  But  what  con- 
stitutes that  awareness? 

RACHEL:  It  depends  on  what  the 
word  female  means.  If  you’re  going 
to  define  it  as  having  a female  body 
shape,  then  obviously  there’s  no 
question  there.  Some  people  define 
it  as  having  certain  characteristics.  I 
would  tend  to  disagree.  I would  say 
they’re  confusing  the  category  female 
with  the  category  feminine . I would 
say  that  it  is  something  that  is  veiy 
pure  that  can’t  be  put  to  any  kind  of 
proof.  I know  that  sounds  veiy  wishy- 
washy  and  very  mystical,  but  unfor- 
tunately it’s  hard  to  pin  down  more 
than  that. 

TRANSGENDER:  But  does  the 
feeling  that  one  should  be  something 
make  one  already  that  which  one 
feels  one  should  be?  The  situation 
would  seem  to  imply  just  the  oppo- 
site, that  by  saying  that  one  should 
be  something,  one  is  in  fact  acknowl- 
edging that  one  is  not  that  already. 
RACHEL:  I think  there  is  a differ- 
ence between  a certain  kind  of  trans- 
sexual person  for  whom  the  genitals 
are  primary,  and  another  kind  for 
whom  the  life  experience  is  more  im- 
portant, and  the  genitals  are  just 
something  that  they  want  to  be  in 
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accord  with  that  life  experience,  but 
they  don’t  feel  it’s  their  primary  fo- 
cus. I think  that’s  part  of  why  there’s 
a conflict  in  the  community,  because 
a lot  of  people  don’t  realize  that 
sometimes  there  are  cross-purposes 
in  the  dialogue.  Clearly  there  are 
those  people  for  whom  the  experi- 
ence of  the  genitals  is  absolutely  what 
matters,  and  they  know  that  from 
early  childhood.  But  I know  for  my- 
self, I certainly  didn't  feel  that  way.  I 
didn’t  grow  up  with  that  kind  of 
sense.  I grew  up  with  a very  strong 
sense  of  a pull  towards  a female  iden- 
tity, but  not  centered  on  my  body 
per  se. 

TRANSGENDER:  So,  what 

would  you  say  to  someone  for  whom 
their  experience  as  a transsexual  was 
profoundly  one  of  identifying  as 
something  that  they  knew  they  were 
not,  that  the  conflict  between  iden- 
tity and  being  was  central  to  their 
experience  as  a transsexual,  and  that 
they  underwent  surgery  to  reconcile 
that  conflict? 

RACHEL:  What  I would  have  to 
say  about  that  is  I think  it’s  your  truth. 
You  and  others  who  feel  that  way 
are  providing  another  aspect  of  trans- 
sexual experience.  What  we’re  both 
demonstrating  is  that  transsexual  ex- 
perience is  not  monolithic.  I think  that 
the  sooner  we  all  start  to  look  at  that 
and  accept  that  then  the  happier  we’ll 
all  be. 

TRANSGENDER:  But  how  did 

you  know  that  you  were  already  a 
woman?  Precisely  what  did  that 

No/ 
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inner  conflicts  to  share  this  knowl- 
edge in  inappropriate  situations,  of- 
ten without  consideration  for  how  the 
other  person  might  feel  or  react. 

So  how  can  one  tell  when  it  is 
appropriate  to  reveal  the  fact  of  one’s 
crossdressing  — to  a spouse  or  to 
others?  For  any  CD  considering  com- 
ing out  to  family  and  friends,  I would 
recommend  considering  the  follow- 
ing: 

• If  you  have  a strong  desire  to 
tell  someone  about  your  crossdressing, 
or  anything  else  that  may  be  of  concern 
to  you,  what  motivation  is  pushing  you 
to  do  so? 

• Is  it  just  a matter  of  wanting  to 
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knowledge  consist  of?  How  did  that 
knowledge  differ  from  or  consist  of 
anything  other  than  a very  intense 
desire  to  be  a woman?  Exactly  what 
was  it  about  that  identity  that  differ- 
entiated it  from  a man’s  identity  if  it 
didn’t  consist  of  identifying  with  any 
particular  body  type  or  any  type  of 
psychological  or  emotional  qualities 
or  any  type  of  gender  role? 
RACHEL:  I can’t  really  give  you 
an  answer.  All  I can  say  is  that  it  had 
a quality  of  revelation  about  it. 
TRANSGENDER:  Although  there 
many  transsexual  women  who  say 
that  they  were  women  all  along. 
None  of  them  have  been  able  to  say 
exactly  how  they  knew  that  or  what 
that  knowledge  consisted  of  other 
than  just  to  say  it  was  an  inner  con- 
viction. 

RACHEL:  I didn't  think  that  it’s 
something  that  would  apply  to  ev- 
eryone, but  I think  at  least  to  some 
people,  to  many  people,  not  just 
transsexual  people,  the  sense  of  be- 
ing male  or  female  or  being  a woman 
or  a man.  is  a basic  identity.  "I  am 
this  thing.”  After  that  comes  the  ques- 
tion of,  “What  does  it  mean  to  be 
this  thing?”  For  nontranssexual 
people  who  have  that  basic  kind  of 
identity,  they  don’t  know  they  have 
it  because  it’s  never  questioned.  This 
is  one  of  the  gifts  that  nontranssexual 
people  can  give.  What  I’m  saying  is 
that  some  people  have  this  kind  of 
basic  identity,  and  other  things  come 
out  of  that,  rather  than  the  identity 
coming  out  of  the  other  things.  A lot 

be  honest  and  to  “come  clean”? 

• Are  you  seeking  some  extra 
tender  love  and  care? 

• Are  you  looking  for  confirma- 
tion that  “I’m  OK,  Your  OK"? 

• May  telling  others  be  a way  to 
boost  your  self-esteem? 

• Are  there  feelings  of  guilt  in- 
volved? 

• Does  coming  out  feel  some- 
thing like  a “confession"? 

• How  much  acceptance  and 
approval  do  you  expect? 

• Might  your  revelations  create 
new  burdens  for  family  members  who 
prefer  not  to  come  out? 

Those  wishing  to  disclose 
should  be  aware  that  many  wives  will 
find  it  difficult  to  become  the  Guard- 
ian of  the  Family  Secret,  and  some 
might  well  resent  such  a new  assign- 
ment. Perhaps  the  mixed  feelings  of 
some  wives  are  like  the  Japanese  say- 
ing in  response  to  receiving  a gift:  “I 
am  blessed;  I am  cursed.” 

Some  crossdressers  argue  that 


of  transsexual  people  say,  "Well,  it 
must  be  right  for  me  to  be  a woman 
or  a man  because  I did  such  and  such 
as  a child,”  or  “because  I prefer  this 
kind  of  clothes.”  Transsexual  women 
in  particular  will  say  I much  prefer 
women’s  clothes  to  men’s.” 
TRANSGENDER:  But  if  you  say 
that  you  knew  you  were  a woman 
all  along,  isn't  that  presupposing  that 
what  you  were  feeling  is  the  same 
thing  that  nontranssexual  women  are 
feeling?  How  do  you  know  that  what 
you  were  feeling  is  the  same  thing 
that  they  are  feeling? 

RACHEL:  I wouldn't  presuppose 
that.  I think  possibly  when  I first 
came  out  I tried  to  make  that  claim. 
I know  that  I was  trying  to  point  out 
similarities  between  myself  and 
nontranssexual  women  in  ways  of 
being  in  the  world.  But  at  this  point  I 
don’t  think  that  I would  try  to  make 
that  claim.  Ultimately,  we  cannot 
know  what  someone  else  is  feeling 
except  by  what  they  tell  us  and  show 
us.  But  we  can  know  what  we  our- 
selves are  feeling.  And  that’s  where 
we  all  have  to  begin.  And  it’s  also 
the  ground  from  which  we  can  reach 
out  and  share  our  lives  and  discov- 
eries with  other  people.  ^ 


revelations  about  their  private  behav- 
ior should  be  handled  much  like  any 
other  security  issue.  They  reason  that 
the  sharing  of  confidential  material 
should  be  on  a "need  to  know"  ba- 
sis. In  most  marriages,  I believe  the 
wife  does  “need  to  know.”  But  most 
other  relatives,  and  certainly  one’s 
neighbors  or  employer,  do  not  nec- 
essarily need  to  know. 

To  urge  all  crossdressers  who 
are  “closeted"  to  come  out,  not  only 
to  their  wives,  but  also  to  friends  and 
their  employer,  might  really  open  a 
can  of  worms  for  some  crossdressers. 
I can’t  think  of  many  individuals  out- 
side one’s  family  who  really  need  to 
know  about  highly  personal  mate- 
rial. 
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Lobby  Day 

continued  from  page  21. 

For  the  first  time,  the  many  eyes  of 
those  who  would  vote  on  equal  rights 
for  TGs  saw  a constituency  willing 
to  stand  up  and  he  counted,  a con- 
stituency willing  to  pull  it  s weight,  a 
constituency  recognizing  the  need  to 
earn  political  respect,  and  doing 
something  about  it.  The  eyes  of  those 
legislators  who  look  down  upon 
“genderqueers”  did  not  turn  friendly 
overnight.  But  those  eyes  did  see 
something  new:  they  saw 

genderqueers  who  were  not  afraid 
to  ask  for  - and  one  day,  no  doubt, 
demand  - their  rights.  They  saw 
genderqueers  dressed  in  a business- 
like fashion  in  pantsuits  and  skirtsuits, 
doing  business  with  preparation, 
courage,  professionalism,  and  tact. 

When  the  legislative  minds  be- 
hind those  eyes  consider  the  trans- 
gendered,  they  will  have  images 
other  than  nightclub  performers  and 
imagined  sexual  activities  to  draw 
upon.  Legislators  will  have  the  im- 
age of  respectable,  law-abiding 
people,  instead  of  tawdry  stereotypes 
to  guide  them  when  it  comes  time  to 
vote  on  the  many  TG  issues  that  will 
come  before  congress  over  the  next 
few  years.  Among  those  issues  are: 
adding  the  category  of  transgender 
to  hate  crimes  statistics  tracking;  an 
Employment  Non-Discrimination  Act 
which  includes  protection  for  trans- 
genders;  the  call  for  humane  treat- 
ment for  TGs  incarcerated  in  prison. 

In  short,  as  a result  of  Gender 
Lobby  Day,  legislators  will  have  food 
for  thought,  fodder  for  change.  The 
Gender  lobbyists  encountered  a fair 
share  of  support  on  the  Hill,  thanks 
in  part  to  the  hard  work  of  the  gay 
community  over  many  years.  In  many 
congressional  offices,  lobbyists  were 
greeted  by  staff  persons  who  were 
openly  gay  and  who  gave  strong 
welcome  and  encouragement  to  the 
new  kids  in  town.  In  other  offices, 
while  the  staff  member  meeting  with 


the  lobbyists  expressed  no  personal 
identification  with  the  gay  commu- 
nity, they  nonetheless  expressed 
genuine  support  for  the  new  lobby. 
Some  even  went  so  far  as  to  suggest 
strategies  for  future  effort.  Most, 
though,  agreed:  the  present  congress 
would  not  pass  new  acts  in  support 
of  transgender  or  gay  rights,  and  any 
work  towards  passage  of  new  legis- 
lation should  be  conceived  of  as  a 
long-term  effort. 

All  of  this  went  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  TG  efforts  to  end  dis- 
crimination and  assume  their  place 
as  fully  enfranchised  citizens  is  only 
beginning.  As  the  folders  said,  this 
was  the  First  National  Gender  Lobby 
Day. 

The  halls  in  Washington  reek  of 
power.  The  ceilings  are  high,  the 
corridors  wide,  the  floors  and  walls 
of  marble,  and  the  decorations  lav- 
ish. The  scale  is  so  large,  it  dwarfs 
the  individual,  and  could  easily  in- 
timidate the  meek.  When  entered 
with  purpose,  though,  as  TG  lobby- 
ists did,  the  effect  was  quite  oppo- 
site: it  heightened  their  sense  of  mis- 
sion and  bolstered  their  determina- 
tion. Rather  than  making  them  feel 
out  of  place,  it  made  them  feel  more 
at  home.  Their  purpose  was  why  this 
place  exists,  and  this  is  why  it  was 
built  to  impress,  because  the  work 
to  be  done  here — the  TG  com- 
munity’s work — is  important.  That 
feeling  will  not  be  soon  forgotten. 

Walking  down  those  hallways, 
one  of  the  lobbyists,  Jamie  Stowell, 
spoke  her  mind:  "This  is  wild.  Ten 
years  ago,  I could  never  have  imag- 
ined being  here  in  Washington,  lob- 
bying Congress,  [while]  wearing  a 
dress.”  Others  reported  thinking 
exactly  the  same  thing.  The  best  part 
about  it,  they  said,  was  that  being  in 
Washington,  in  the  halls  of  Congress, 
didn't  feel  strange.  Rather,  it  felt  es- 
pecially right.  This,  they  said,  is  our 
nation  too. 


Leagal  Briefs 

continued  from  page  7 
But  in  the  final  analysis,  you  are 
likely  to  have  better  luck  in  a more 
liberal  state,  with  more  liberal  laws 
and  views,  like  California  or  New 
York.  If  you  are  living  in  a very  con- 
servative state,  like  Utah  or  Geor- 
gia, the  odds  are,  sadly,  very  much 
against  you;  and  very  much  in  fa- 
vor of  a hostile  or  vindictive  spouse. I 
would  like  to  tell  you  that  changes 
are  coming  that  will  relieve  the  dis- 
criminatory rulings  many  trans- 
genders have  received  in  courts  but 
it  would  be  untrue.  It  is  untrue  for  a 
very  good  reason... most  legislators 
and  judges  have  never  knowingly 
met  a transgendered  person.  It's  not 
just  that  we  are  invisible,  we  are 
nonexistent  as  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned. a- 


Medicine 

Continued  From  Page  5 

How  wonderful  it  would  be  if  every 
CD  were  free  to  take  those  moments 
in  the  contragender  role  and  enjoy 
them  as  special.  How  wonderful  if 
they  could  put  away  the  guilt,  throw 
away  the  stress,  and  use  their 
crossdressing  experiences  as  a re- 
lief from  that  monster — not  a cause 
of  additional  stress. 

Perhaps  the  best  path  for  clos- 
eted CDs  is  professional  help.  Of- 
ten times,  a good  therapist  can  help 
discover  a path  to  acceptance  by 
family  and  friends — or  at  least  to  self- 
acceptance. For  those  who  can't 
achieve  this  state  on  their  own,  shar- 
ing their  feelingswith  a psychologist 
or  a social  worker  who  have  had 
experience  with  the  transgendered 
can  be  very  rewarding.  Give  it  a 
thought. 

You  are  a crossdresser.  Some- 
day your  fantasies  could  come  true. 
You  are  transgendered — how 
blessed  you  are — how  not  stressed 
you  should  be.  4^ 


Would  you  like  an  artistic  protrait  of  yourself 
that  captures  the  person  who  lives  inside? 

PHOTOGRAPHY 


Mariette  Pathy  Allen 

author  of 

Transformations: 

Crossdressers  and 
Those  Who  Love  Them 

Transgender  staff  photographer 
IFGE  1991  Trinity  Award  Receipent 
Call:  (212)496-0655 


Dear  Gianna 

Continued  from  Page  6. 

Have  there  been  any  major  changes 
or  conflicts  recently  in  your  or  her  life? 
This  would  include  changes  of  em- 
ployment, birth  of  a child,  loss  of  a 
family  member,  etc.  If  there  have 
been  any  major  changes,  disclosing 
your  crossdressing  needs  is  not  a 
good  idea  until  the  pre-existing  con- 
flicts have  been  resolved, 
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If  married  before,  did  your  cur- 
rent wife’s  former  spouse  turn  out  to 
be  gay  or  transgender?  While  not  a 
regular  occurrence,  occasionally  this 
cioes  happen  since  people  sometimes 
look  for  similar  characteristics  in  con- 
secutive relationship  partners.  If  this 
is  the  case,  and  your  wife  was  un- 
happy about  the  “ex”  being  gay  or 
transgender,  seek  gender-specialized 
counseling  before  making  any  dis- 
closure attempts. 

I would  like  to  emphasize  that 
disclosure  with  a marriage  partner 
can  be  difficult.  Generally  the  earlier 
your  crossdressing  needs  are  dis- 
closed to  a potential  partner,  the 
sooner  you  can  find  out  if  the  rela- 
tionship will  work.  This  is  especially 
true  for  individuals  looking  to  make 
a relationship  commitment  prior  to 
marriage. 

If  you  are  an  individual  who  is 
in  the  process  of  developing  a com- 
mitted relationship,  taking  time  now 
to  be  honest  about  your  needs  can 
avoid  years  of  grief  in  the  future.  Po- 
tential spouses  are  more  likely  to  be 
accepting  of  crossdressing  needs  if 
told  before  “commitments”  and  “ex- 
pectations” have  been  introduced 
into  a relationship. 

One  very  important  point:  if  a 
potential  partner  is  unaccepting  or 
unwilling  to  negotiate  your 
crossdressing  needs,  you  deserve 
better.  Though  it  may  seem  too  good 
to  be  true,  there  are  prospective 
partners  out  there  who  are  accept- 
ing of  crossdressing. 

© 1995  Gianna  E.  Israel 


F to  M Convention 

Continued  From  Page  15 
M2F  sisters.  While  modern  SRS  tech- 
niques can  create  a neovagina  good 
enough  to  convince  even  a gynecolo- 
gist, surgeons  have  yet  to  perfect  a 
method  which  will  give  F2Ms  an  au- 
thentic looking  penis.  As  a result, 
many  F2Ms  choose  not  to  have  geni- 
tal surgery  at  all.  One  method  now 
in  use  is  Laub’s  “post-modern” 
phalloplasty,  which  uses  skin  from 
the  abdomen  to  create  the  outside  of 
the  penis  and  skin  harvested  from 
the  forearm  to  line  the  inside  and  cre- 
ate a canal  allowing  for  standing  uri- 
nation. The  resulting  penis  is  then 
given  sensation  through  nerve  trans- 
plants. While  this  option  offers  the 
advantage  of  size,  it  is  prohibitively 
expensive  (over  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars), requires  several  surgeries,  and 
is  often  prone  to  complications. 

A less  radical,  less  expensive 
(four  to  ten  thousand  dollars),  and 
to  my  mind  much  more  appealing, 
method  of  creating  male  genitals  is 
the  metoidioplasty.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  testosterone,  the  clitoris 
grows  a couple  of  inches  and  begins 
to  resemble  a very  small,  well-formed 
penis.  One  end  of  it  is  released  to 
hang  free,  and  prosthetic  testicles 
(silicone  balls)  are  implanted  in  the 
labia.  The  results  are  natural-looking 
genitals  and  a fully  sensate  penis  ca- 
pable of  spontaneous  erection  and 
sometimes  even  shallow  penetration. 
The  main  disadvantage  is  that  it  is 
not  for  those  who  insist  on  being  re- 
ally well-hung. 

Closing  ceremonies  took  place 
late  Sunday  afternoon  and  included 
remarks  by  Sky  Renfro  and  James 


A Fresh  Look 
at 

Transgender  Wit, 
Wisdom,  & Politics 


54  + SI  posT«f 

Edited  by  Nancy  Nangeroni 

5CH€ 

276  Pearl  St  Unit  L 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


Green.  The  most  memorable  speech 
of  the  afternoon,  however,  was  by 
San  Francisco  police  sergeant 
Stephan  Thorne,  who  told  the  story 
of  Brandon  Teena,  a Nebraska  F2M 
who  was  raped  by  bigots.  Although 
Teena  reported  the  assault  to  the  po- 
lice and  identified  his  attackers,  the 
authorities  did  nothing,  and  a week 
later  the  attackers  returned  to  mur- 
der both  him  and  his  housemates. 
Thorne  spoke  movingly  of  how  both 
the  murder  and  police  complicity  in 
it  had  crystallized  his  own  decision 
to  transition  on  the  job.  Fie  urged  us 
all  to  work  together  to  prevent  fur- 
ther violence. 

In  the  end  there  was  even  more 
to  the  conference  than  the  sum  of 
panels,  workshops,  and  speeches. 
For  most  of  us,  it  was  about  the 
people  we  met  there — the  F2Ms, 
friends,  and  partners  who  made  the 
weekend  what  it  was.  Finding  my- 
self among  several  hundred  men  with 
similar  backgrounds,  after  having 
spent  most  of  my  life  feeling  alone, 
was  a truly  remarkable  experience. 
There  was  a tremendous  atmosphere 
of  support  and  camaraderie. 

I’m  bragging  here,  but  I was  re- 
peatedly impressed  by  what  present- 
able guys  we  F2Ms  turn  out  to  be 
and  the  ways  in  which  our  various 
experiences  seem  to  have  strength- 
ened and  enriched  us  as  people.  The 
men  I met  knew  that  being  a “real” 
man  comes  from  inside  and  were  re- 
freshingly free  of  the  macho  baggage 
that  so  many  genetic  men  end  up 
with.  I left  feeling  proud  of  who  we 
are  and  of  what  our  unique  perspec- 
tive can  bring  to  both  the  gender 
community  and  society  in  general.  ^ 


GenderTalk 
Nancy  Nangeroni 
8:30  pm  Wednesday  Evening 
WMBR  Fm  88. 1 


Transgender  Tapeaty 


45 


WHAT’S  m A NAME: 

The  Politics  of  Gender  Speak 

by  Riki  Anne  Wilchins 


I seem  to  have  minted  a number  of  terms  recently  that  have  caused  controversy 
and  confusion  in  the  transgender  community . Among  the  most  notorious , appar- 
ently, are  “ transexual ” with  one  “S,”  “ The  Transexual  Menace,”  “gendertrash,  ” 
and  “gender queer.”  I have  received  a lot  of  queries  via  snail  and  e-mail  asking: 
Why  these  particular  rubrics?  What  do  I mean  by  them?  And  what  were  my  reasons 


for  coining  them? 

Let's  accept  from  the  outset  that  I 
(along  with  many  others)  believe  all 
language,  and  especially  naming,  is 
about  power:  that  is,  language  is  po- 
litical in  nature.  A name  reflects 
culture’s  need  to  identify  and  manipu- 
late something — as  distinct  from  other 
things  around  it — and  the  name  se- 
lected invariably  creates  the  very  per- 
ception of  difference  it  supposedly 
just  names.  Take  "homosexual."  Prior 
to  the  19th  century,  there  certainly 
was  an  act  called  “sodomy,”  ill-de- 
fined within  the  law  and  social  dis- 
course at  best,  but  a useful  rubric  for 
a broad  range  of  sexual  acts  deemed 
morally  offensive  and  which  culture 
wanted  to  control. 

Then  in  the  19th  century,  soci- 
ety embarked  upon  a campaign  to 
more  closely  regulate  sexuality,  and 
scientists  predictably  responded  by 
inventing  the  label  “homosexual.” 
Prior  to  the  nineteenth  century,  it  was 
possible  to  say  “none  of  us  are  ho- 
mosexual, but  some  of  us  here  do 
engage  in  same-sex  acts."  Afterwards, 
it  was  possible  to  say  "none  of  us 
here  is  homosexual,  but  some  of 
those  people  over  there  are.”  As  Fou- 
cault observed,  “sodomy”  had  been 
an  act,  while  the  “homosexual  was  a 
person,  a person  with  a name,  a face, 
a pathology  and  possessed  of  particu- 
lar habits  and  proclivities,  in  short — 
a species.” 

Now  the  creation  of  the  "homo- 
sexual,” along  with  other  species  (in- 
cluding the  so-called  “heterosexual”), 
was  emphatically  not  the  result  of 
more  and  better  science.  In  fact,  the 
idea  that  a sex  act  or  affectional  pref- 
erence could  or  should  form  a pri- 
mary basis  for  one’s  social  identity 
and  sense  of  self  would  have  been 
entirely  foreign,  and  perhaps  even 


comic,  to  the  ancient  Greeks,  who 
were  surely  no  strangers  to  same- 
sex  acts.  So  same-sex  activity  was 
not  a carefully  guarded  behavioral 
secret  that  remained  successfully  hid- 
den in  a “closet”  for  almost  five  thou- 
sand years  of  human  history — and 
then  was  suddenly  and  triumphantly 
revealed  by  the  exhaustive  and  he- 
roic researches  of  nineteenth  century 
science. 

On  the  contrary,  it  was  rather 
that  the  nineteenth  century 
Eurocentric  society  required  of  its 
scientific  research  that  certain  kinds 
of  sexuality  be  inscribed  with  cer- 
tain meaning  so  they  could  be  sepa- 
rated out,  marginalized,  stigmatized 
and  finally,  regulated. 

In  the  same  way,  the  twentieth 
century  label  “transsexual”,  implying 
as  it  does,  two  distinct  binary  and 
polar  sexes  (with  folks  like  me  ei- 
ther lost  somewhere  on  that  much 
bandied  about  “spectrum”  between, 
or  actually  crossing,  in  some  bizarre 
high-wire  act  of  gender  like  a Flying 
Wallenda  in  the  wrong  color  tights), 
is  precisely  about  who  owns  the 
marbles.  It  is  precisely  about  who 
gets  to  define  what  is  normal,  what 
qualifies  as  a sex,  and  how  many 
sexes  there  can  be. 

Transsexual  is  a name  which 
reeks  of  power:  of  society’s  power 
to  define  certain  kinds  of  behavior 
as  having  certain  meanings,  of 
culture’s  need  to  contain  the  purely 
incendiary  potential  of  our  lives  and 
bodies  lest  they  overturn  the  entire 
gender  applecart:  of  science’s  power 
to  adjudicate  which  bodies  matter, 
which  don’t,  and  why;  and,  finally, 
of  our  own  impotence  to  control  the 
very  discourse  which  names  and  de- 
fines our  lives. 


I should  state  at  the  outset  that 
I do  not  believe  in  the  term  “trans- 
sexual," much  less  “transgender,”  al- 
though I employ  both  on  occasion 
simply  to  contest  the  oppression 
which  comes  with  being  socially 
identified  as  either  one.  But  that  isn't 
surprising,  since  1 don't  believe  in 
"male”  and  "female”  or  “man”  and 
“woman,”  either.  Certainly  I believe 
in  them  as  political  accomplish- 
ments, cultural  categories  instituted 
to  cause  us  to  read  the  body  in  a 
specific  way:  promoting  and  sustain- 
ing the  imperative  that  the  most  im- 
portant thing  bodies  can  do  is  re- 
produce. But  I don’t  view  them  as 
the  so-called  "natural  facts”  they  are 
interminably  and  predictably  pro- 
posed to  represent.  (I  should  add 
that  1 do  support  anyone’s  right  to 
identify  as  any  of  these.) 

The  point  is  that  all  these  names 
reflect  the  political  aims  of  a cul- 
tural regime  which  produces  certain 
gender  “realities"  for  its  own  chang- 
ing, and  historically  specific,  needs. 
Such  is  the  power  of  culture,  acting 
through  language,  to  create  the  per- 
ception of  the  “real,”  and  apportion 
privilege  accordingly.  Or  rather,  to 
apportion  privilege,  and  therefor  cre- 
ate the  “real  as  real,”  as  an  undeni- 
able cultural  fact. 

So,  if  we  are  to  disrupt  the  re- 
gime, we  must  take  control  of  lan- 
guage, take  control  of  (corrupt)  the 
definitions,  disturb  the  structure.  This 
brings  us  to  a number  of  terms  com- 
ing into  increasing  coinage  in  the 
“gender”  community,  such  as 
“gendertrash,”  one  “S”  transexuals, 
“genderqueer,”  etc.  Herewith,  a brief 
primer. 

Transexuals  with  one  “S” 

Frankly,  this  is  personal  caprice. 
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The  British  often  used  this  spelling, 
and  when  1 got  my  surgery  at  the 
Cleveland  Clinic,  I got  used  to  see- 
ing it.  And  I always  hated  the  terms 
trans-sexual,  the  literal  meaning  of 
which  I take  to  mean  crossing  from 
one  sex  to  another.  So  the  single  “S” 
at  least  seemed  to  make  a complete 
word  out  of  it.  Also,  it  just  screwed 
with  people’s  heads,  especially  when 
they  wrote  about  “The  Transexual 
Menace”  and  had  to  spell  the  name 
"right.”  I mean,  if  the  entire  commu- 
nity started  spelling  it  this  way, 
sooner  or  later  the  Powers  That  Be 
would  have  to  accept  it.  It  was  a way 
of  taking  back  a little  power  over 
what  we  were  called. 

I can’t  find  anyone  who  likes 
the  original  term  “transexual."  Dal- 
las Denny  got  the  feel  of  the  whole 
effort  when  she  announced  that 
Chrysallis  Quarterly  would  adopting 
the  one  “S”  spelling,  but  only,  she 
said,  until  the  professionals  finally 
“got  it.”  What  then,  I asked?  Well, 
she  responded  slowly,  “Then  we  re- 
turn to  the  two  “S”  spelling,  or  maybe 
go  to  three.” 

The  Transexual  Menace 

From  1967-69,  baited  by  an 
anti-feminist  media  that  they  were 
“all  dykes,”  NOW  engaged  in  a na- 
tional purge  of  any  member  who  was 
a lesbian  or  who  was  suspected  of 
being  a lesbian.  Interestingly  enough, 
part  of  the  claims  made  at  the  time 
was  that  lesbians  didn’t  belong  in  the 
organization  because  they  “weren't 
real  women.”  (Sound  familiar?  Again, 
such  arguments  are  endlessly  rede- 
ployed against  one  minority  after 
another,  because  at  heart  they  are 
not  about  fact,  but  about  the  power 
to  define  and  marginalize  certain 
groups.)  At  the  1969  NOW  National 
Convention,  a group  of  nineteen 
women  showed  up  wearing  laven- 
der T-shirts  emblazoned  with  “The 
Lavender  Menace,”  took  over  the 
stage  and  the  microphone,  and  de- 
manded to  be  taken  seriously  as 
women. 

I thought  the  history  was  ger- 
mane, and  I thought  the  “menace” 
concept  communicated  just  the  right 
ironic  raised  eyebrow  at  this  culture’s 
gender  hysteria.  (“Get  back  inside 
quick,  Martha,  and  call  the  Sheriff! 
The  Transexual  Menace  just  rode  into 
town!”) 

Non-transexuals 

Well,  I got  tired  of  being  de- 
fined as  the  subordinate  half  of  such 
political  dyads  as  "genetic  female/ 


non-genetic  female,”  “real  woman/ 
un-real  woman/?)”,  “biological 
woman/nonbiqlogical  woman,”  and 
so  on.  It  seemed  we  were  always 
being  defined  in  terms  of  what  we 
were  not.  How  about  defining  them, 
for  a change,  in  terms  of  us.  If  we 
were  transexuals,  they  then  must 
be...  “non-transexuals.” 
Gendertrash 

Feminist  philosopher  Judith 
Butler  has  pointed  out  that  to  define 
any  categories,  to  create  a grid  of 
intelligible  identities,  you  must  in- 
evitably cast  out  and  obscure  oth- 
ers. These  others  become  what  she 
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calls  an  “abject”  region:  those  iden- 
tities which  become  unspeakable, 
even  unthinkable,  within  the  grid  be- 
cause there  are  no  terms  or  names 
for  them.  So  defining  this  grid  means 
making  decisions  (in  other  words, 
having  the  power)  to  decide  which 
kinds  of  gendered  bodies  “matter" 
and  which  don’t.  But  it  is  only  pos- 
sible to  maintain  this  illusory  grid, 
with  its  nice,  neat  ordering  of  two 
“natural”  sexes  accompanied  by  two 
“natural”  ordered  genders  because 
all  alternatives  are  blocked  out  and/ 
or  discarded.  It  is  inevitably  the  out- 
side (i.e.  “us”),  in  remaining  outside, 
that  makes  the  inside  possible.  Be- 
cause once  the  outside  intrudes, 
neatness  and  coherence  immediately 


vanish  and  are  quickly  replaced  with 
messy,  disordered  multiplicity. 

From  this  viewpoint, 
transgendered  bodies  and  genders 
are  that  outside;  and  it  is  precisely 
by  discarding  us  as  “gendertrash”  if 
you  will,  by  stigmatizing  us  or  de- 
legitimating  us  off  the  grid  as  merely 
“aberrant”  or  “deviant”  or  (Virginia 
Prince  here)  “defective”  or  “patho- 
logical,” which  enables  the  binary 
grid  to  continue  to  appear  as  immacu- 
late, uncontaminated,  and  “natural.” 

Genderqueer 

Genderqueer  is,  perhaps,  the 
term  that  has  caused  the  most  con- 
fusion. This  makes  “genderqueer”  a 
political  term  if  ever  there  was  one. 

“Queer”  itself,  once  a pejorative 
term  for  the  gay  community,  is  in- 
creasingly being  resuscitated,  re- 
claimed, and  embraced  as  a way  of 
defining  themselves  positively,  much 
as  epithets  like  “nigger”  have  been 
within  the  African-American  commu- 
nity. Again,  reclaiming  power  is  one 
of  the  goals:  by  seizing  words  which 
are  used  to  stigmatize,  then  wearing 
them  proudly  and  wearing  them  out, 
you  transform  their  very  meaning  so 
that  they  can  no  longer  be  used  to 
disempower  you. 

One  of  the  arguments  used  to 
keep  trans-people  out  of  the  lesbigay 
movement,  is  that  the  queer  move- 
ment or  “gay  lib”  is  about  “sexual 
preference,"  not  about  “gender,”  as 
if  policing  boys  from  having  sex  with 
other  boys,  from  playing  with  dolls, 
or  from  bending  their  wrists  is  not 
somehow  about  policing  gender  it- 
self and  the  acceptable  boundaries 
for  what  is  a “real”  man(?). 

Using  the  term  “genderqueer” 
is  a reminder  that  being  “queer,”  i.e. 
being  gay  or  lesbian  or  bi  or  drag  or 
intersexed  or  trans  is  fundamentally 
about  policing  gender.  In  other 
words,  to  straight  society  we  are  all 
queer,  even  if  not  all  of  us  are  ho- 
mosexual or  bisexual.  In  fact,  all  of 
us  who  are  what  Kate  Bornstein  re- 
fers to  as  “transgressively  gendered,” 
who  are  genderqueers,  can  lose  a job, 
lose  our  custody  rights,  lose  our  front 
teeth,  even  lose  our  lives  for  walk- 
ing down  the  wrong  street  on  the 
wrong  night,  precisely  because  we 
are  seen  as  “queer.”  And  whether 
mainstream  America  likes  it  or  not: 

We’re  here , we’re  queer ; 
get  used  to  it. 
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i v obody  wants  a label  but  every- 
one wants  an  identity.  In  reality  most 
of  us  are  quite  willing  to  label  or  "de- 
fine" ourselves.  It  seems  that  we  who 
are  that  part  of  society  dealing  with 
alternative  gender  and/or  sexual  pre- 
sentations, referred  to  by  many  as  the 
“transgender  community,”  are  preoc- 
cupied with  what  we  should  be 
called.  We  are  constantly  inventing 
and  redefining  the  descriptive  terms 
for  our  various  manifestations.  Over 
the  period  during  which  I have  had 
the  opportunity  to  read  publications 
from  responsible  individuals  and  or- 
ganizations, there  has  been  an  inces- 
sant how  of  articles  discussing  “who 
is  a what”  and  what  behavior  or 
mental  state  defines  which  label. 
Many  self  appointed  “experts,”  some 
with  relevant  education  and  experi- 
ence, proclaim  with  great  authority 
that  they  have  coined  the  ultimate 
standards  for  descriptions  of  the  cat- 
egories into  which  each  of  us  must 
fit. 

Most  of  us  are  aware  of  the  origi- 
nal creation,  by  medical  and  psychi- 
atric clinicians,  of  the  terms  “trans- 
vestite” in  the  1910s  and  “transsexual” 
in  the  1940s.  Dr.  Virginia  Prince  set 
forth  her  own  set  of  terms,  in  Under- 
standing Cross  Dressing  (1981),  not 
using  the  word  transvestite  in  an  at- 
tempt to  avoid  the  clinical  connota- 
tion of  perversion.  For  the  hetero- 
sexual transvestite,  she  coined  the 
term  “femmephile.”  She  and  others 
also  popularized  the  term 
“crossdresser.” 

More  recently  the  term 
“transgendejed”  has  come  into  use. 
We  of  the  IFGE  like  this  term  so  much 
we  have  decided  to  use  it  as  part  of 
the  title  of  our  premier  publication. 
Transgendered  seems  to  have  be- 
come the  term  of  choice  that  embod- 
ies all  the  different  manifestations  of 
transgendered  persons. 

However,  Ariadne  Kane,  Execu- 
tive Director  of  the  Outreach  Insti- 
tute of  Gender  Studies,  recently  is- 
sued another  set  of  definitions  pre- 


ferring the  use  of  “cross— gendered” 
and  describing  the  lot  of  us  as  being 
the  “conscious  gender  community.” 
Angela  Gardner,  Renaissance  News 
& Views  editor,  produced  a list  of 
terms  that  are  pretty  much  represen- 
tative of  the  current  conventional 
thinking,  and  puts  in  a little  humor 
such  as  the  difference  between  a she- 
male  and  a full  time  transgendered 
persons  is  “social  level.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  at- 
tempt to  “fit"  every  person  into  some 
specific  rigid  category  that  has  cre- 
ated much  of  this  societal  problem 
in  the  first  place.  In  a recent  broad- 
cast of  Gender  Talk. , a Boston-based 
talk  show  produced  by  Nancy 
Nangeroni,  she  discussed  the  prob- 
lem of  the  “Male”  and  “Female”  boxes 
that  occur  on  job  applications.  This 
can  be  a conundrum  or  an  embar- 
rassment for  many  of  us.  Nancy  sug- 
gested that  you  check  both;  one  of 
her  guests  said  "How  about  making 
and  checking  a third  box,  “Other.” 

Much  of  what  has  been  written 
on  this  subject  has  been  just  so  much 
rhetoric,  although  some  may  have 
actually  helped  us  come  to  a closer 
understanding  of  what  and  who  we 
are.  Unfortunately  the  issue  becomes 
a problem  to  some  when  they  feel 
that  they  are  being  tagged  or  labeled 
with  a term  that  they  feel  is  pejora- 
tive. Some  groups  feel  that  they  do 
not  fit  under  the  term 
“transgendered.”  Others  take  offense 
because  their  specific  manifestation 
of  gender/sexual  presentation  is  not 
included. 

Several  people  took  exception 
to  this  magazine's  use  of  the  term 
"queens”  to  describe  the  four  lovely 
ladies  on  the  cover  of  issue  No.  72 
this  summer.  Actually  these  ladies 
called  themselves  that,  all  belonging 
to  the  Imperial  Queens  and  Kings  of 
New  York.  (And  in  reality,  they  rep- 
resented quite  a range  of 
‘transgender’  categories.)  Others  have 
been  offended  by  Riki  Anne  Wilchins’ 
use  of  the  term  “gender  queers,”  in 


referring  to  the  overall  transgendered 
community. 

Often  the  terms  selected  for 
describing  us  are  based  on  clinical 
Latin  and  Greek  roots  in  an  attempt 
to  have  the  term  be  self-defining, 
(e.g.  “trans” — to  move  from,  or,  to 
change;  etc.)  Yet  the  most  commonly 
and  accepted  term  used  to  identify 
homosexual  males  is  simply  “gay,” 
while  the  female  equivalent  “lesbian” 
is  taken  from  the  Greek  “Lesbos,”  a 
fabled  island  of  women.  Now  “gay” 
is  obviously  not  a clinically  defini- 
tive term,  nor  does  it  really  reflect 
any  sociological  or  historical  charac- 
teristic. But  the  “label”  gay  is  now 
fully  accepted  and  now  even  “politi- 
cally correct.”  Even  lesbians  are  in- 
corporated within  the  term  gay  when 
used  in  its  broadest  sense. 

What  I am  getting  at  is,  that  in 
the  final  analysis,  we  most  probably 
will  have  little  to  say  regarding  what 
the  media,  and  ultimately  society,  will 
call  us.  If  the  current  movies  are  any 
indication,  and  have  an  impact,  we 
could  all  end  up  being  called 
“queens.”  And  crossdressing  is  al- 
ready being  spoken  of  in  the  ver- 
nacular as  “drag.”  That’s  okay  with 
me.  A straw  poll  of  persons  periph- 
erally associated  with  our  commu- 
nity, however,  indicates  that  they 
tend  to  prefer  either  “transgendered” 
or  “crossdressers”  for  us  all.  And  that’s 
okay  with  me,  too. 

In  the  meantime,  each  of  us  can 
still  exercise  our  right  to  ask  that  we 
be  called  whatever  we  want.  How- 
ever, we  should  do  so  politely,  as 
the  current  proliferation  of  the  terms 
has  many  people  legitimately  con- 
fused, within  and  without  the  com- 
munity. We  must  also  be  careful 
when  we  are  Hying  to  speak  for  all 
or  some  segment  of  the  community, 
to  be  respectful  of  what  that  group 
might  prefer  to  be  called.  Similarly, 
let's  not  be  quick  to  anger  every  time 
someone  uses  a term  that  we  per- 
sonally might  not  prefer  or  that  might 
be  a bit  offensive  to  us. 

In  these  days  of  concern  about 
political  correctness,  it  is  one  thing 
to  be  sensitive  but  it  is  another  to 
become  offended  by  minor  seman- 
tic variation.  There  are  more  impor- 
tant things  to  deal  with  than  labels.  I 
guess  I come  from  the  old  school, 
“You  can  call  me  what  ever  you  want. 
Just  don't  call  me  late  for  dinner.” 

“And  don't  take  exception  to 
what  I'm  wearing!” 
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48  Transgender 


Two  Great 

Videos! 

Making 

Up 


The  essence  of  beauty — creating  the  illusion  of  perfect  X \ * 

skin.  Nu-Woman’s  Making  Up  Video  reveals  the  same  fljtfL  M 
techniques,  step  by  step,  that  models,  performers  and 
makeup  artists  use  applying  our  specialized  light- 
weight,  super  concealing  foundations,  and  makeup.  | 

Nu-Woman  formulates  her  own  custom  line 
of  the  highest  professional  quality  makeup 
products  including  our  Perfect  Foundation 
Duo™  and  Perfect  Beard  Concealer™ 

And  Nu-Woman’s  Cosmetic  & Skincare  Catalog  and  color  chart  are 
included  with  this  great  makeup  video!  So,  order  our  Making  Up  Video 
and  Cosmetics/Skincare  Catalog  right  now  and  we’ll  include  a 
$10.00  rebate  offer  so  you  can  try  our  fine  line  of  cosmetics  and 
skin  care  products  at  the  best  price  ever! 

Nu-Woman' 


COSMETICS  & SKINCARE 
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EACH 


Is  Mot  <Mand 
To  Do! 


A Private  Makeup 
Lesson  for  the  CD, 
TG  or  TS  Woman 


Also  from  Nu-Woman, 
the  MOST  informative 
Video  available  on 
ELECTROLYSIS 


S-LECTlSOtfjSIS 


I’cniuiiiciit 

Btm  A Booy  Ham 
HcMorn 


TGIF,  Inc.  • PO  Box  272819  • Dept.  A 
Tampa,  FL  33688 

Making  Up  Video  (VHS  only) $ 24.95 

Electrolysis  Video  (VHS  only) $ 24.95 

Shipping/Handling  (incl.  applic.  tax):  U.S.,  Canada 
& Mexico:  Add  $2.50  per  tape;  International:  Add 
$4  50  per  tape.  U S.  DOLLARS  ONLY.  Send  personal 
check,  bank  check  or  money  order  payable  to  TGIF 


F2M,  M2F,  CD,  TG,  STRAIGHT,  BI,  LESBIAN,  GAY? 

Come  Out  for  the  First  Time!  Or  Come  Out  for  All  Time! 


DRESS! 

SHOP! 

PLAY! 

PARTY! 

LEARN! 


Leslie  Feinberg 
Doctor  Docter,  Ph.D. 
Phillis  Frye,  J.D. 

James  Green 
Sandra  Cole,  Ph.D. 
Eugene  Schrang,  M.D. 
Riki  Anne  Wilchins 
Sheila  Kirk,  M.D. 

& Dozens  More 


Opening  Night  Reception! 
Spectacular  Entertainment! 
Special  Vendor  Discounts! 
IstTG  “Academy  Awards!” 
Make  New  Friends! 

Meet  Old  Friends! 


Program  Highlights: 
History,  Heros,  Heroines 
Legal  Rights  Symposium 
Religion  & Spirituality 
Professional  Program 
Become  aTG  Lobbyist 
Fashion,  Make-up  & More! 
TG  and  AIDS 
TG  Partners  & Spouses 


IFGE  10th  Anniversary  Celebration 
“Minnesota  Pride  c96” 

(March  24-31) 

In  the  State  Where  Transgender  Rights  Are  the  Law! 


For  conference  information:  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education, 
PO  Box  229,  Moody  St.,  Waltham  MA  02154,  (617)899-2212. 


